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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
PERS1A.-PART 3 


CHAPTER I. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

E 416 1015/94 No. J 

POSITION OF THE PERSIAN GOVERNMENT IN THE MAJLIS 

Sir J Lf Rotw* (ei to Mr, lUrin [RerrirrJ Id th January) 


(Ko. I) Tehniti* 

Sir, 2nd January, I MO. 

As J h&ve reported by telegram, the 
[Kisition of M. Sa'ed* Government ba> 
bc,vome definitely stronger since 3 wrote my 
despatch No, :i&6 of Sth December. The 
vote of confidence which I rejjorted in my 
telegram No. and the subsequent filling 
of most of [be vacant Cabinet post- til last 
< tea red I be way for a start on the Govern 
liieni '* programme and the [aiding of a 
resolution limiting Majlis obstruction, 
though the resolution itself was nut voted, 
'cetns to have had some effect in reminding 
deputies of their responsibilities 
2. During the last few days M Ssi’ed ha* 
made further progress In a press uni 
ference on 27th Decefhbef, winch be 
explained was the first of ft series to beheld 
a: least twice u month and which was very 
favourably received, M Sued drew alien 
tion to the action already taken by the 
Government and explained its present 
Policy ; on the following day he received 
the overwhelming vote of DO to 1 with H 
abstentions on the provisional bodge! for 
*he remaining 4 months of the Persian year, 
d. At the beginning of Ins press confer 
^['ve, M, Sri'ed described the steps which ha < 
Government hurl been able to take to 
improve the very difficult situation whit ft 
he had found on mining to power. Ry 
hl pid measures to settle outstanding 
grievances, particularly ns regards pay. he 
had been successful in overeouun_ Mscou- 
b'Mt among the University professor* and 
^ hool tea' hers who were t hreatening to 
paralyse the whole educational system bv 
11 strike {This sit nation has arisen very 
largely owing to the rather clumsy tactics 
;| T"pted by Hr. EghhaL while Minister of 
MiuTiition in fht previous Government to 
Cuunter Tudch influence among the 
teachers.) With regard to the food situo 
( ion \] Sa'ed said that he had taken 
^mediate action to rectify the roal-dUi 1 i 
*>Ution of food grainy to reduce hoarding 
Ul3( l to put an end Li the restriction of 
supply which had resulted in long queues 
J 6717 40328 


at the bakeries. The situation had -ub- 
Sr 1 tueniiy improved still further owing to 
early and copious falls of rain and enow, 
nhu ri Em reutta] confideme in the food situa 
lion fur next yeai He then defined the 
principal obje< t of his policy to \y &to reduce 
the great inequalities which existed 
between the iihemu clashes of the popula¬ 
tion an order to strengthen the unity of the 
country To this end he had submitted a 
bill introducing income tax (on which I am 
reporting -pit randy) anti he was proceed¬ 
ing with the Seven Year Plan principally 
in onlet to effect enainmic reforms, to give 
emplovinenr and to increase production so 
a.' to reduce economic inequality. As 
regards fnmgi relations. Persia would nut 
prrmh any foreign power to intervene in 
internal politics and the Prime Minister 
expressed die hojx* that all Persian citizen* 
would oppose efforts to establish a Fifth 
Uoluma in the country Persia wished for 
friendly relation* with all her neighbours 
and ho was happy u> announce I he- re-open¬ 
ing of prelim in ary conversations with 
representative* of the Soviet In ion for the 
resumption of c mime re ml exchange* 
bt tween the two countries.. (The negotia¬ 
tions reported in Mr. Gres well's despatch 
Nn. *2im of 5th June have been in abeyance 
siinf- the middle of the summer>. He con- 
chided by saving " * otnplete understand tug 
exists between Persia and her Islamic 
neighbours and I hoj* in paMtcuhir for an 
early solution of the Flelmarid River ques¬ 
tion' Our friendly relations with Great 
Britain and the United States continue to 
develop and the Government will pursue 
the negotiations in an atmosphere of sin¬ 
cerity for a solution if outstanding 
problems/* 

4 The Government 1 * sueve** in obtain¬ 
ing approval by so large a majority for 
expenditure in the next few months remove* 
from the Majlis the most powerful weapon 
which might have been used to secure its 
io1 lapse before the opening of t he elections, 
li b now known to have been due to 
an understanding reached iielwecn (he 

B 













Democrat (Qavam) and National Unity 
(pro (toverument) fractions that if the for¬ 
mer would support the voting of supplies 
tlie latter would agree to pi are on the 
agenda of the Chamber at an early date the 
Ending oi the judicial enquiry against 
Qavam-u*-Sluitamjh. 1 enclose a trunslu 
Lti>jj of litis agreement. In agreeing to this 
bargain Democrat deputies somewhat mod- 
itied their previous attitude, having no 
dmnr become aware of the rising resent¬ 
ment in tile country at their refusal even 
to vote supplies until charges against 
Qavam had been put to a vote. Ll would, 
however, be wrung tr, assume that this bar¬ 
gain will necessarily ensure the acquittal 
ol Qavam and his immediate re-appearance 
on the political scene ; for it is still open to 
the Covermneiu. either to bring in alterna 
live charges against Qavam or to turn 
against his supporters the very tactics they 
them reives used in the last month, to bring 
Majlis proceedings to a standstill by with¬ 
holding a quorum to prevent the Qavam 
eao- being discussed until the end of the 
four months period for which they have now 
received n vole of supply, 

3 I am sending copies -if this dispatch 
t f i His Majesty s Ambassadors at Wiiiuing- 
um and Mom ow and u> the British Middle 
Fa-t Office at i'airo. 

I have, ite 

d H. Le ROUGETEL. 


Knclosure in No, t 
(Translation) 

Aftnrfnrnt tfniirn up by th* ihmocrat 
‘fit ti A a t to no l V i? i fij Fraet ton s 

( The two fractions agree to the 
approval nf the report of the Budget l Mm 


mission dealing with the proposed Govern- 
iiiciti Bill and ol the umt&xureg dealing with 
the provisioned the Financial Commission 
concerning taxes. It is stipulated that the 
mem be rs o ( b< >i h i rat ti t in s vv i 11 re f ru i n f n >uj 
making any proposal which might result in 
delaying this approval. They will also try 
t <J obtain the agreement of members nf other 
tractions to this course. 

2 After the approval of the above 
ment ionetl report, the report of the Judicial 
Cammisdion on Qavam-ua-Sul tan eh will be 
sub in it ted we thou t delay and finally 
dis \u ised of Until this report is submit.ted 
and finally disposed of no other proposal 
or Bill will be submitted 

3 After the Judicial Uonmiission's 
report has been disposed of. the following 
Bills wilt lie put forward : 

(«) Seven-Year Plan, 

The Bill regarding the Municipalities 
and the Labour Law am] other useful 
Bills which may have the approval 
of the Joint Committee, 

The representatives of the Democrat and 
National Unity fractions have signed this 
agreement and undertake to see that it is 
agreed to by the members of their respective 
fractions 

A n.t in tui / / 'tti fit R c ’ prv se it to t i *v •« 
AbADOLLAH UAMAGHANI. 

AM I Ml NUSltAT ESKANDARJ 

DR MATIN DAFTARI 

/ h' ifi or rot U t'pn-sr n tat t ties 

VHMAD SHAHIATZADE. 

JAVAD AM ARC 

SAIAIAN ASA HI. 

22itJ Derember, Ift4^ 


F 757/1011/34 No, 2 

EVENTS IN PERSIA DURING 1947 AND 194 B 

Sir J Le R&ugetel to Mr, Benin. {Rtcehtd 17th January) 

Soviet Union had sought to impose in 
North Persia and progressively reducing 
Soviet penetration. This process star ted 
tn 1946 with the delayed withdrawal of the 
Soviet occupation forces; it was continued 
by the removal, at the end of DMA, of the 
Pishevari satellite regime in Azerbaijan; 
and it was carried further with the rejec¬ 
tion by the Majlis, in October 1947, of the 
proposed Soviet-Persian OU Company for 


(No, 10) Tehran, 

Sir. 12M January, 1049, 

With reference to mv despatch No 48 of 
5th Lebruarv. 194 7 r I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith the following 
general review of events in Persia during 
1947 and 1948 

2 During the past two years Persia has 
been emerging very slowly from the after¬ 
math of war. shaking off the hold which the 
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northern Persia and by the consolidation 
of Persia's relations with the United 
Stains ami ourselves in 1943, The reaction 
of the Soviet Government to Persia A slow 
disentanglement of herself from their toils 
Was, on the whole, moderate; they did, 
however, deliver themselves of a series of 
threatening aiepresen tat ions immediately 
before and after the rejection of the 
oil agreement in October 1947 and, from 
January 1948 onwards* of a further scries 
of notes protesting against the voting of 
a credit for the purchase in the United 
Stales of some £10 million worth of mili¬ 
tary stores. 

3. Coincident with this development of 
her international position, Persia has seen 
the evolution of a political tussle between 
Qjavam on the one hand and the bhah and 
his supporters on the other, during the 
two years' term of the Lfrth Majlis, 
which was elected in the late spring and 
summer of 1947. Throughout E lint year the 
Scene was dominated by Qavam and 
interest centred on the election and instal¬ 
ment of the .Majlis, which consisted largely 
of his own followers, and on his skilful 
disposal of his previous undertaking to 
submit to ii the project for the establish¬ 
ment of ;i Soviet-Persian Oil Uompanx in 
North Persia. The year closed with the 
fall uf Qavam and his departure from the 
Country The following year was chiefly 
lonspieuuus for o succession of weak and 
ineffectual Governments ami n prolonged 
parliamentary deadlock following the 
return of Qavam from abroad and his 
determined attempt to force his way hack 
to power, Thru>ughoul t he pe riod 1 h c Shah 
and his supporters have made no secret of 
their desire first to get rid of Qavam, then 
to prevent his return to office and at all 
times to strengthen the power of the Grown 
at the expanse of the legislature. 

4. The liberation of Azerbaijan in the 
closing days of 1946 was a first decisive 
step towards the frustration of die Soviet 
plan to establish l protectorate in North 
Persia following the withdrawal of the 
Red army in May of that year With the 
sudden collapse of Pishevari and his 
puppet regime, the way was clear fur the 
restoration of the authority j J the Central 
Government throughout the national terri 
toty. but the Russians did not react and 
v vere clearly biding their time in the belief 
Giat (he conclusion of the oil agreement 
would provide them with an effective card 
°f re-entry into Persia. The formula on 
’fcdiich they relied for that purpose was the 
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now familiar one of a ,4 joint operating 
company, which would, in fact, Lie entirely 
under their control and would give them 
unhindered access to all the northern 
province* 

5. The actual expulsion of the Demo¬ 
crats from Azerbaijan was the work of a 
few days, ihe suppression of the lust 
remnants of their flimsy regime took a little 
lunger, but, in the nature of things, both 
these Uusks devolved upon the armed forces. 
It was they who were acclaimed by the 
population and in their triumphal path 
that the sacrificial cattle and sheep were 
slaughtered. When the Shah visited the 
province in the following spring he 
received an ovation, Qavam, on the other 
hand, was given no credit for this spec- 
tabular operation, and it is doubtful how 
much he deserved- His negotiations with 
the Democrat* during the previous month* 
turned out to be an effective prelude to the 
climax, for when he saw how thing* were 
going he displayed characteristic skill in 
bringing the situation tu a head, hut there 
is little doubt that the initial impulse ami 
the crucial decision were both taken by the 
Shah. Qavam was .-wept along by the 
currant nf events, and in Azerbaijan he 
wa* not unnaturally regarded as the man 
who would have sold the pass if he had 
been left to hi* own devices He did not 
at any lime visit the province and, in spile 
of a determined effort, be was unable to 
impose any of his candidates upon it in the 
general election which followed. Po a man 
of Qavam * ambitious temperament this 
experience was pariieiiljtrL galling, and 
there is no doubt that it served to widen 
the existing rift between him and his 
sovereign. If the Shah had had his way 
he would have dismissed Qrivrim there and 
then, but had he done sa he could not have 
escaped direct responsibility for dealing 
with Qavam A f^rsonal commitment to the 
Russians to submit the proposal for an 
oil agreement to the Majlis as soon as it 
could lie constituted. In the end, reluc¬ 
tantly but providentially, he agreed to 
allow Qavam to extricate himself and his 
Country from their dilemma before giving 
him his quietus. 

ft. The Imperial Firman ordering the 
general elect ion had been issued on 
htb October. 1514ft. and Qavam had lost no 
time in getting to work in lhe con¬ 
stituencies. By methods which are tradi 
tional in this country and of which he ia 
a past master, he succeeded in marring the 
return of his nominees everywhere except 
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in Azerbaijan and certain constituencies 
where the rshah and ilie army insisted on 
the election of candidates of their own 
choosing An Interesting feature of the 
election was that, before polling Ux>k pl&oe, 
a group of QavamT political opponents 
took " bast in the precincts of the Royal 
1’Olace at Tehran by way of protest against 
the blatancy with which seats were being 
sold to the highest bidders, Dor obvious 
reasons polling was delayed in Azerbaijan 
and also in Fars. where the general amnesty 
of the Qashqai and their allies in the tribal 
revolt of the previous autumn was fallowed 
by some hard bargaining over Qavwns 
candidates, who were eventually returned. 
By duly some 110 Deputies had been 
elected, of whom ninety undertook to sup¬ 
port Qavam. and the interminable process 
tii sr rut inis ijjjjg electoral mando tes and 
electing officers began, 

7 By the end of September it was nearly 
complete. but. in the meantime, the Soviet 
Ambassador had no| been idle. Early in 
August he reminded Qavain that action on 
undertaking was nnw overdue and con¬ 
fronted him with the text of an agreement 
Pin In hiving tile provisions enumerated in 
the letters exchanged between them fifteen 
months before. He warned him that he 
and his country were at the porting Off the 
wavs; they would have the Soviet I fiion s 
dopiest I riendship and support if the agree¬ 
ment were rati tied, bin if it were not. i her 
must prepare themselves to lie treated as 
"blood enemies/' Q&vuni replied that he 
was bound only to submit proposal to 
the Majlis and could not determine i be 
result Notwithstanding the fact that the 
Chamber was packed with his personal 
supporters, it was already fairly dear that 
it would not have allowed even him to force 
the agreement through if he had wished to 
do so. Truth and expediency, therefore, 
wi nt hand in hand, hut Qavavn'a main con¬ 
cern at this stage was to clear himself in 
(lie eves of In* countrymen and in hold on 
to office after the rejection of the agree¬ 
ment. His first move in the Majlis was to 
submit to it a report nit the circumstances 
lending up to tin* exchange of letters, and 
in it he sought to demonstrate that, 
although tinder strong pressure, he bad 
acted in the best interests of the country. 
He did not mommend either the accep¬ 
tance of the agreement nr its rejection, but 
suggested referring it to a committee. In 
the event on 2tlrd October a single article 
resolution was passed under double urgency 
procure with only one dissentient voice 


The provisions of this resolution were as 
follows:— 

(u) The Qavam Sadishikov exchange of 
letters io 1946 was considered null 
and void and without effect* 
although ii was stated that the 
Prime Miniato had acted m good 
faith iu undertaking the discussions, 
(ft) A technical and scientific survey of 
oil deposits should be undertaken by 
the Government within a period of 
five years, so that the Majlis might 
make arrangements, in the form of 
laws, for the commercial exploita¬ 
tion of these deposits. 

(c) No oil concessions should tie granted 
to foreigners nor any companies 
established with foreign share¬ 
holding for the purpose of exploit¬ 
ing Persia Vi oil resources 
id} The Government might negotiate 
wiLh the Soviet Government for the 
sale of any oil found in Northern 
Herein under (ft) above, 

( f ) 1 he Government should undertake 
negotiations and measures to 
redeem the rights of the nation 
regarding the country's resources in 
ins Lances? where these rights had 
been impaired/" especially regard¬ 
ing the oil in the south " 

* (he final paragraph, as originally 
drafted, contained sjterilh references to 
Bahrein and to the Anglo-Iranian conces¬ 
sion These were subsequently dropped, 
hut they were soon to crop up again in 
another form and in another place. The 
passage of the resolution induced a wide 
spread sense 1 of relief not tunning led with 
apprehension, The Russian reaction was 
remarkably moderate, almost nminonslv so, 
There were two stern notes of protest in 
November and violent press and wireless 
attacks on Qavam. The latter w as already 
confronted by a rising tide of opposition at 
home, largely sponsored by the Shall, whose 
resentment and jealousy could no longer he 
restrained. Qnvam's Democrat Daily was 
split, his majority in the Ma jlis crumbled 
away and eventually, at the beginning of 
December his entire Cabinet resigned, 
leaving him completely isolated. Shortly 
before this happened Qavam delivered a 
brcijidoaat to ihe nation on 1st December 
in which he sought to vindicate himself 
He severely criticised the Military Govern 
ment of Azerbaijan, and it was fch that 
<ome of his allusions were directed against 
the Shah, Tt was this belief which led to 


the resignation of his Cabinet. One 
feature of the broadcast, which he repeated 
in an address to members of his party two 
days later, was a reference to the restitu¬ 
tion of Persian rights in Bahrein and in 
tine oil of the south. This repeated echo of 
the concluding sentences of the resolution 
re jecting the oil agreement was certainly 
not fortuitous. In part it may have been 
inspired by a desire to rally the forces of 
the Left in this country and to curry favour 
with the Russians, but there is no doubt 
that :f was also intended to embarrass the 
British, nn whose support Qavam had 
counted to persuade the Shah to retain him 
in tjfike, After an un successful attempt 
to secure a majority in the Majlis, he 
resigned himself to the inevitable and in 
the closing days of lhe year he left the 
country for Murope. 

9. Qavam left behind him a newly con¬ 
stituted Majlis of his own choosing which 
was i e i no way united, even m it s a! leg! a me 
to himself, and was largely composed of 
time-servers who had been prepared to pay 
his price, They were devoid of any con¬ 
structive purpose, filled with self satisfac¬ 
tion at having thrown out the oil agree¬ 
ment a nil armed with powers designed to 
make of their Chamber a brake on all 
initiative After the President of the 
Mnjl is—a supreme nonentity—had failed 
in his attempt to form a Government, the 
Shah prevailed upon a veteran politician, 
Ibrahim Hakimi. to do so. The result was 
not impressive ind il was generally 
believed that the new Government would 
he a mere stop-gap. ft was however, 
gradually built up and strengthened and 
lasted until dime Hakimi’s first concern 
was to abolish some of the mure flagrant 
abuses of the previous regime, in particular 
mi 1 i tary gtiwmment and adm in i at rati ve 
extravagant. He also lived up to his 
promise to turn a deaf ear to the agitation 
about Bahrein, which was just developing. 
Chi the positive side, he earmarked for 
capital works a gradually increasing pro- 
por t ion of A nglo I ’ersi n n roy a 11 1 es, 
which were previously used to swell 
fur rent revenue. This decision was based 
upon si report prepared for Qavam by 
Dr Moaharraf Nafioy. who had been 
entrusted with the task of working out a 
Seven Year Plan of economise and social 
development Thin report was published 
in January and foreshadowed legislation to 
establish and finance a Mini-autonomous 
^rgaiiigation for the execution of the plan. 
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. 1U. At the end of January 1948 a 
strong!) worded note of protest was 
received from the Soviet Government com¬ 
plaining of the activities of the United 
States Military Mission in Persia ami 
claiming that they constituted a potential 
threat to the Soviet Union. The note con¬ 
tained an ominous reference to the 1921 
Soviet Treaty with Persia, which provided, 
in certain circumstances, for the occupa¬ 
tion of one country by the military foreca 
of the other. The Persian Government at 
once replied categorically denying the truth 
or relevance of this charge. Two months 
later there was a further similar exchange 
of notes, and the advisability of communi¬ 
cating the whole correspondence to the 
Security Council was subsequently dis¬ 
cussed. but. by the end of the year no action 
had been taken, 

11, In the early days of the year the 
Shall informed the United States and 
British Ambassadors in strict confidence, nf 
his wish to modify the Constitution by 
extending the prerogative so as to include, 
a n certain cireimistance*, the right of veto 
and dissolution and the right to appoint 
and dismiss Ministers. These changes 
were modelled on Constitutions in force in 
certain Duropcan countries, notably in 
Sweden j and in view of the irresponsible 
attitude of the Majlis were not, in them- 
selves, on reasonable But it was felt that 
the time was not ripe to introduce them, 
and the Shah was advised to hold his hand. 
Unfortunately f His Majesty also discussed, 
the project with others, who were less 
careful to respect his confident?, and before 
long an agitation against the threat of 
“dictatorship" began to develop. The 
prime movers in this were a popular 
in u I In h Seyy i d A bol G hasse in K a s\m n i, 
and Seyyid Zm the veteran jxditjcuin and 
journal 1st, who was arrested by Qavam and 
had just l»een released. This agitation 
soon gathered strength and waa exploited 
l.i) i he Tudell Party ;md oilier Left-wing 
elements to undermine ihe Shah's authority 
and to estrange him from his people. Fuel 
was added to the flame early iti February 
with the mysterious murder of a Radical 
journalist. Mohammad Ma/mad, who had 
criticised the court and the army with 
great temerity and was widely believed to 
have l*w*n the victim of their revenge. 
Combined with the vacillation of the 
Government and the deliberate futility of 
the Majlis, all this was most conducive to 
the spread of Communist doctrine and 















there is good reason to believe that the 
party has not been slow to lake advantage 

of it. 

Vi. Soon after Hie Persian New Year in 
March the Government was <t>nsiderably 
strengthened by the accession of four new 
Ministers, including a former Prime 
Minister. Snheily, and two members of 
QavTtm s last Administration, and in spite 
of the further acrimonious exchanges with 
the Soviet G nvemment to which reference 
has been made, it became apparent that the 
Russians bad decided to change their 
tactics. For the first time in nearly six 
months the Soviet Ambassador emerged 
from his retreat and was to be seen at 
public functions. He also paid a visit to 
Meshed to inspect Soviet establishments 
there, and perhaps to get first-hand know¬ 
ledge of the security zone which iiadl been 
established hi the end of 1947 by the 
General Stall inside the national frontiers 
for the purpose of preventing political 
Infiltration. Early in May trade talks were 
started with the Russians arid they have 
continued intermittently ever since, hut so 
far without any tangible result. 

13, Soon after the return of Qavam from 
abroad in May it became clear that the 
situation had * hanged. Instead of gather¬ 
ing strength H&kimi enrountered mounting 
opposition in the Majlis and his deter- 
mined and exceptionally honest Minister of 
Finance, M. HuJjni, twoame one of the 
chief targets for frustrated eifeumvenfcora 
of the law Early in June the Government 
fell, and on 13th June, to the aocompanL 
merit nf several days of hostile street 
demonstrations organised by Kashard. the 
Hajir Government was formed As 
Minister of Finance under Qavam the new 
Prime Minister had earned a reputation 
for ability, intelligence and sincerity, and 
he was known to be in the close counsels 
of the Shah and to share many of His 
Majesty "s views. High hopes had been 
plated on him, hut he turned out to be 
entirely devoid of leadership and con¬ 
stantly under attack for being a court 
nominee: during his five months tenure of 
office he achieved next to nothing. 

14. On 18 th July the Shah left the 
country for an absence of nearly six week#, 
during which he spent just over a fortnight 
in England and the remainder of the time 


id France. Switzerland arid Italy. He 
travelled to and from England in a York 
aircraft provided by the Royal Air Fort© 
Transport Command, and while in 
England spent two nights at Buckingham 
Palace as the guest of Their Majesties the 
King and Queen. There is no doubt that 
this journey lias been a liberal education 
for the Shah, who bad previously seen little 
of the outside world apart from his school- 
days in Switzerland, At the same time it 
has brought home to him in no uncertain 
manner how much there is to he done in 
this country before the eondilions of life 
can be considered even remotely tolerable, 
if judged by Western standards. After 
some misgiving at the start, local reactions 
to the journey have been quite favourable 
and in spite of the Shah's instructions to 
the contrary, In- was given a spectacular 
welcome on his return. 

15. The concluding months of the year 
have produced little but frustration and 
apprehension. By the end of October, in 
spite of repeated votes of confidence, Hajir 
was brought to a complete standstill by the 
Majlis, where QavamG supporters insisted 
on boycotting all legislation until the 
Chamber had withdrawn charges nf cor¬ 
ruption which had been brought against 
him during his absence from the country, 
His opponents were convinced that, once 
acquitted, Q&vam would not rest until he 
had forced his way back into power and, 
led by the Shnh. they resolutely refused to 
allow a finn 1 vote to be taken in his case. 
Thus the deadlock was complete, During 
November, however. Hajir was succeeded 
by Mohammed, Saed, an elderly diploma¬ 
tist who had been Prime Minister in 1944 
After :i slow start Sa'ed has consolidated 
his position and has apparently agreed to 
allow tt vote to be taken in QavamG case, 
provided that the budget for the balance 
of the fiscal year is voted first. With the 
voting of immediately necessary funds one 
part of this bargain has bean kept, bid it 
still remains to te seen whether fta'cd will 
implement the other, or whether he intends 
to spin matters out so ns to prevent Qavam 
from freeing himself in time to control the 
next general election, which is due to take 
place in the spring. 

I have, &c 

T, H LF. ROUGETEL 
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L 1533 1013/34 No. 3 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN AZERBAIJAN 
July-December 1943 

CmiPul Getteml Pott to J/r. Bttrin {Rwiwti 1st February) 


(No y. Confidential) 

Hi a J la j eafcy 1 a Co&su i-( i one ru 1 a t Tab ri i 
present# his compliments to His Majesty s 
Principal Secretary of Slate for Foreign 
A .(fair# and lias the honour to transmit, with 
reference to Tabriz Despatch No. 22 of 24 th 
July, t948, a ropy of Tabriz Despairh No. 
4 of 21st January. 1949 t to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Tehran, regarding the 
political situation iu Azerbaijan, from 1st 
July to 31st December, I94 v 

Tabriz., 2\st JannnnL 19-49 


Enclosure I in No. li 

Ponwtl-General Port to Sir J. Lr Rougftel 
[ Tehran) 

(No. 4) Tabriz, 

^ir, 21 st January, 1949. 

With reference to my dispatch No, 13 of 
the 24r.h July, 1948, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a review of the political 
situation in Azerbaijan during the period 
from 1st July U> 31st Detrember, 1948. 

2 ropy of this despatch has been sent 
h> His Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs and copies of the 
report to the recipients of my monthly 
Diary. 

I have, Ac. 

LESLIE POTT. 


Enclosure 2 in No 3 

Potit teal Sit notioft in J zerbaijan. 

July 31st December, 1948 

The situation in Azerbaijan by the end of 
I!l 4S showed little change from six months 
earlier While hopes of improved condi- 
Dous continued to lie disappointed, fears of 
u 'orse to come proved premature. 

2 !u Tehran the Prime Minister. M 
Nazhir, hud already, m June, made the 
gesture of ap|X>iuftng Jemal Im ami ns 
Minister without portfolio, to supervise (hr 
u| Iflare of the province. In response to 
popular demands, he retailed the Governor^ 
General, Alt Mansur, in July. Then, to the 
ronKternation ami dismay of the vast 
Majority in Azerbaijan, he proceeded to 
forre through Uic Majlis, in August, his 
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Amnesty Bill providing for the liberation 
of large numbers of persons who had been 
deported from Azerbaijan, or imprisoned, 
on account of their behaviour during the 
Azerbaijan Revolt. His next and Iasi 
official act and deed for Azerbaijan was to 
appoint his Minister of Interior, Khalil 
F ah i mi j as (Jovernor -General in early 
October. Given the [kiwc is„ M. Nazhir 
might have succeeded in infusing a feeling 
*if greater confidence into the province. As 
it was, the Majlis that had given him a vote 
"! confidence refused him those powers, so 
that he was compelled to resign in early 
November. So much for the stable Govern¬ 
ment in Tehran to which the people of 
Azerbaijan had so long looted forward: 
M Xazhir's successor* Mohammed NVed, 
popular in the province as an Azerbaijani 
b\ origin and a former Deputy for Remaich, 
for all his prestige in the country was 
obliged to continue the struggle with att 
obstructive Majlis. 

3. In September the local military au¬ 
thorities were exercised by reports of ilie 
e vac nation of civilians from Soviet Asters 
and villages all along die frontier. Soviet 
tuano litres gave the impression, along the 
Ttens-Caucasian railway, of being on :m 
ominously large scale, and parties of 
irregulars were seen beyond the River 
Araxt-s. Towards the cud of October the 
frontier wa# violated by Soviet troops, north 
of Ardcbil between Astern and the River 
A raxes, and one Persian soldier was killed 
The local military authorities were reticent 
on the subject, presumably on instructions 
from Tehran, where the Ghief of the 
General Staff professed to lielicve that the 
incursion was occidental and due to (he fact 
that the frontier in the area concerned was 
not clearly defined 

+. In July ami August numbers of wives 
and children of Soviet officials returned to 
Russia for an indefinite period. After an 
absent of seven months in Russia, the 
Soviet Consul-General in Tabriz. Arkadi 
Frasitiikh, returned at the end of October 
to the [tost be held during the Azerbaijan 
Democrat regime. Soon after, M 
Sitdit hikov, Soviet Ambassador, returned 
from Moscow to his post iu Tehran, 

5 Soviet propaganda from Moscow, 
Baku and the clandestine Azerbaijan 
Democrat radios continued to fulminate 
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against the administration in Azerbaijan 
and against An glorias on, pai ticularly 
American " imperialist activities 
i h mugbou i the prov i iice. A gloom) plot ure 
was pain led of u [>eople without bread, 
water or light, living under tJie yoke of 
slavery ML Fahixni was branded as a 
British spy ami Marshal Shohbakhti as a 
tool of the Americans. The application of 
the Amnesty Law was LtiUeiseil. it was 
alleged that is had been followed by the 
arrest of large numbers of people and that 
only a fraction of the deportees had been 
allowed to return to the province, where 
they were now l»ing persecuted and refused 
employment by the authorities. American 
military advisers were reported to have 
arrived in Tabriz and tolw busy looking for 
a site for an airfield in the prohibited 
frontier zone A stream of American 
officer* was arriving over the Turkish 
frontier. Persian territory west of Lakt- 
Resuieli was tv be ceded to Turkey under 
American auspices. The G,D,C. in Rdaaich 
w:ss preparing the way for the entry of a 
Turkish army of occupation in Azerbaijan. 

6, On l:hh December the second 
anniversarv of the liberation of Azerbaijan 
from the Democrats was the occasion for 
demonstrations of loyalty to the Grown and 
of gratitude to the army. personified in 
Marshal Shahh&khtL Although the demon- 
si rations were organised at the request 
of the authorities to counter Soviet propa¬ 
ganda attacks on the province, they were by 
tin means lacking in enthusiasm 

7 A high standard of public security 
whs maintained in spite of the return to 
the province, under the terms of the 
Amnesty Law. of most of the persons of 
doubtful loyalty deponed to the south. 
Measures were taken to cope with the 
problem of increased unemployment. But 
the landowners and rm-rchants who had 
evacuated themselves in Tehran, viewing 
i he Azerbaijani scene against tlie back- 
ground of a rapidly deteriorating world 
political sitmuioii, still saw nothing to 
n-nipL them to re! urn a ml join iu the work 
of recountruction. By the end of December 
Azerbaijan had sunk into its winter sleep. 
All whs quid and news was scarce. 

8. The population and the civil and 
military authorities in Azerbaijan, as lime 
ha^ passed, have continued to find it difficult 
to reconcile themselves to the situation 
c-reated by the approval of the Amnesty 
Kill That the Azerbaijan Deputies to the 
Majlis should have voted iu favour of the 
Bill was incomprehensible to most of the 
inhabitants Bitter reproaches were made 


against M. Tsaizadeh as the vidian of the 
piece who knew full well the consequences 
i ini had an eve to the mam chance A thinks 

r 

ing few suspected that Ehe measure was 
dictated by Soviet threats rather than 
inspired by truly democratic ideals. The 
e l v i I and mi I i la it aui ho r i ties. bavin g la ken 
theii precautions, spoke with one voiue in 
professing officially to have no fear of a 
deterioration in public security m con¬ 
sequence of the return to the provinces of 
dose on 4,001) deportees. Most of them had 
gone to the villages, n was said, ami every 
one of them was closely watched- There 
were ample funds for the secret police, and 
the population were collaborating only too 
readily in their surveillance l or the 
present, it was claimed, the ex-deportees 
could do no harm. Some might be in touch 
with the Russians hut not without the 
knowledge of the authorities Short of 
serious economic dial toss or a Soviet coup 
in the province, these doubtful elements 
would remain quiescent for the time being, 
Those in need who applied to the authorities 
were given financial assistance, ami funds 
were requested from Tehran for this pur¬ 
pose. Other destitute ex-deportees got into 
touch with their Russian friends again and 
received money in return for a premise to 
help now, or when the time come. More 
than one preeperous-looking shop was 
opened iu Tabriz by a recently returned 
tu nhajir. 

fl With the passing of the Amnesty Bill 
coincided the reapfwarimire in Tabriz of the 
weekly newspaper Fu rind, edited by 
EuWinquIi Fatibi who had rallied to 
PisheveH's banner for a time This 
phenomenon was hard to explain except a* 
a result of possible Soviet press tire for free¬ 
dom of the press in Azerbaijan Fa rind 
has become gradually less and less dis¬ 
tinguishable from a Soviet newspaper aid, 
unless the editor changes its tone, it is 
expected that the authorities will Iw com¬ 
pelled to suppress it. The newspaper has 
a circulation of 1*000conies, most of which 
are sent unsolicited, without payment, to 
selected addresses in Azerbaijan, including 
Government departments and consulates, 
That the venture is inspired and assisted 
f ront Soviet sources there appears To be no 
doubt, although proof of this is still 
apparently lacking. Readers of the news 
paper resent the crude Soviet propaganda 
it contains as au insult to their intelligence, 
|0 K halii Pshimj, the new Governor- 
General cam® to Azerbaijan with the 
experience of two previous periods of office 
there, I jess able than All Sanaur, his gifts 
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of sympathy and understanding and the 
lively interest he has taken in ever)’ aspect 
oi life in the province have cuntnimied in 
small measure to the smoother running 
ul the .idminisiration But great things 
are nut. expected of him. He is looked uptm 
a* a kindly old gentiennui who could hardly 
be expected to cope with an aggressive 
Soviet policy in the province, 

i i In duly this Consulate-General began 
directly to issue a daily news bulletin iu 
iVrriau which w;c, widely used by the local 
press Equally discreetly in November, the 
British C h-M itelI Centre in Tabriz started 
ite English classes, for which 350 students 
were registered, while for many more there 
were no teachers, 

IS* Alter the death in September of 
Herses Melik-Fankian the see of the 
Armenian Archbishopric of Azerbaijan. 
Fun a i ned v ft can i. So v iet at tm] its tu obtain 
the i.de. cion of Bishop Drampiau. of Tehran, 
w ere resisted by the Armenian community 
hut there was an increase in Left-Wing 
influence in the Armenian council for the 
province. 

!T There were temporary shortages of 
hi'end during the summer: at Ardebil, 
^here the population staged a demonslra- 
Rnii resulting in the remora! of the 
Governor, and m Xlaraghah and Sahahad : 
hu? the bread situation was mostly satis- 
ory in the province. Although the 
W^eat and barley crops were very good, 
anxiety whs caused for a time by the daily 
rise In prices due u> hoarding and specula- 
rion <p. msioned by the widening gap 
U-tween the telling price payable by the 
Govcrnmeut and the black market price, 
In the first half of November the prolonged 
dr.night led lost further increase in price- : 
bm by early December abundant rain had 
brought them down by K J to 15 per cent. 
The ant h< nr \ l tea sa i d t hut tller e we re araj jle 
Applies of grain in the province until the 
harvest hut that transport was a 

problem ► 

U The dried fruit crops also were mostly 
Vi 'Fv good Fnrchfuses of raisins ware made 
h.V £ ho Russians and the British Minis* rv 

Food * 

15. In Sepfemlier all exports of Russian 
°il products to Azerbaijan cease* I, It is nut 
Expected that they will be resumed, except 
ptisribly on the conclusion of some kind of 
barter agreement with the Russians 

16. liie new Governor-Gene ml, Khalil 
Fshimi. sought ways and means of reviving 

riir .. . life nf the province With 

J^S^Td to factories, armed with a credit of 
^ mill ion rials he applied himself to 


problems t>i' increased output, employment 
and market*, lie pursued the question of 
creating outlets for exports from the 
province, particularly dried fruits, by 
developing trade routes to t urkey. Central 
Europe and Hamburg via Bazergun* 
j rzeruin and Trebizond, and to Iraq and 
the Mediterranean via Khaneb, Rowauduz 
and AlexamlreUa. By arranging for ion 
signmenU from abroad destined for 
Azerbaijan to be forwarded, as before the 
Russian Occupation, to the Customs in 
Tabriz, to ia* cleared there* instead of in 
KhuiTumshahv, Bandar Whahpur or 
Tehran, he hoped to the delivery 

of imports and encourage wavering 
Azerbaijani mcn hanLs in Tehran to return 
to the province 

]7, For public works in Azerbaijan XL 
Paliimi obtained a loan from l.hc National 
Bank, repayable from municipal taxes, of 
ID million rials, of which 7,*"j(Kl,0Ofl rials 
were for Lhe Tabriz Water Municipality. 
He pi'esaed for Lhecompletion by tlie Tabriz 
Water Company, formed in January 1948, 
of the covered reservoir at Mohpeyker, left 
unfinished by the iXumxuats. and for the 
laying of iii|>es into Tabriz to carry the 
drinking water of the Ab-LJlayat chauud 
which is to fiHMi the reservoir. A> Jin' 
Tabriz Electriiity C tHUpany could offer no 
pruapeci of its luring able to provide an 
adeipiate electricity supply* the Govenior- 
(Lenera] proposed that factories should be 
invited to contribute light to various 
quarters of the town and thai flU) person.- 
who might ln b willing to import electric light 
plant be given ever) facility to do so 

I 1 '. The improvement of ctun muni cations 
with Tehran was jxx!iigiii#ed hv the 
Govern or - General as b means uf improving 
economic conditions in the province. The 
ideal was the i.ompletion of the Muita-h 
Tabriz MH'tlon of the railway from Tehran, 
the psychological elleci of whiidi wnuld he 
tmnrndutis, The province would feel no 
longer isolated from the capital, and nmr- 
uhants and landlords might he tempted to 
return. But the need from rail* I rum 
abroad must delay the oompleiiun of the 
railway for several years yet. In the mean 
time* the Governor-General hoped to 
entourage the use of the railway between 
Tehran and Miaimli by arranging for an 
adequate bus service to connccl with the 
train and for the hooking of through tickets 
by rail and road betwwm Tehran and 
Tabriz 

18 . Projects for the cornpleticm of tlie 
railway also offered employment for several 
thouBands, In November 1947, T.iKW 
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persona were stated to be employed on the 
work In November 1948,. however, it was 
reported that work had stopped owing to 
Ijiek of funds. lie turned deportees 
increased the number of unemployed 
Public works undertakings in the spring 
should again reduce the number. Mean¬ 


while. relief, mostly from private sources, 
is urbanised under official auspices, erieh 
quarter of Tabriz,, for instance, making 
itself responsible for the relief of its own 
unemployed 

LESLIE POTT, 

C&usut- it t-tt 9 ml 
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ANCLO-PERS1AN RELATIONS 

Extension of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company's Concession Attacked in the 

Majlis 

‘Vr ,f. I.*t M&t ttteiel to Mr . Butm [iteeeivrd 7th February) 


(No. 47) Tvhmn, 

Sir, 2 nd Febm&ry T 1949. 

As stated in my telegram No. 94 of 31st 
January containing a summary of the 
s-pri^-h made by Monsieur Taqizadeh in the 
Majlis on 27th January, the occasion of 
this speech was the debate on an interpella¬ 
tion by d Abbas Iskandari on the follow - 
trig three points i— 

(1) Mistaken economic policy, particu¬ 
larly concerning the Anglo Iranian 
Oil t'ompajiy, with particular 
referents to the interview* accorded 
by the Prime Minister to Reuter's 
(orreapondetit. in the report of 
which appears the sentence—" My 
11 1 >ve rnmeii r i tt ten «■ \ a to s*t fegita r^l 
the interests of Iran and to insist 
upon the strict observance of certain 
articles of the Anglo Iranian Oil 
Company Concession " 

(2) VIthence of protest by the ( h wernmezit 
at the construction of refineries by 
the ( ompany outride Tran. 

(3) Mistaken policy in general and 
incompetence of members of the 
Government. 

M Bkandari started speaking on 23rd 
January and continued to do so for the 
greater part of three sessions He developed 
the familiar theme that oil, the life-blood of 
Persia, was lieing stolen by the British. 
After a long historical expo*- he arrived at 
the present day and blamed the (loverament 
for having done nothing to fulfil the 
promises made in M, SuVd's twelve-point 
prtigraraim- All three (lovernmeats which 
had held office in the las! year had iinder- 
tliken to uphold Persia's rights to the 
southern oil, but none had dune so He 
praised Hr Mussadiq fertile law prohibit¬ 


ing foreign toncessions which beans his 
nnine and challenged M. Taqizadeh to say 
how it was that the concession had come l<> 
be prolonged. He said that, Qavam-us- 
Snltaiieh had fallen from power, not on 
account of his many faults, but- because it 
looked as if he would do something about 
the southern oil and about Bahrein. But 
nobody had done anything, and it had been 
left to him, Abbas Iskan iari, to raise these 
questions over and over again In the 15th 
Majlis. He produced a letter to slum that 
Taqizadeh himself really believed the Con¬ 
cession to In* null and void and condemned 
as aggressive propaganda, the visit of naval 
units to the Persian Gulf and the use, in 
Bahrein of postage stamps I tearing the 
portrait of IIis Majesty King George VI. 
He in ht dueled in tears, calling upon the 
Majlis to show its lack of confidence in l 
Prime Minister who in an interview with 
Reuters' Correspondent imd said that lus 
Government insisted on the application of 
certain articles of the Concession. 

2 The effect of this speech on the Majlis 
was probably a reason for M. TaqizadeVs 
decision to reply at once. For all his 
exaggeration and his histrionics, Abb&A 
Iskandari is a fine orator and although the 
insults which he constantly employs against 
his political opponents may infuriate the 
majority of the deputies, his eternal theme 
of foreign persecution finds an echo in the 
minds of most Persians. 

3. M. Taqizadeh then briefly explained 
how it was that the Concession had come 
to he prolonged. While emphasising Roza 
Shah's patriotism he explained that, by his 
sudden ' an cel I a lion of the Concession 
before proper thought had been given to 
what was to take its place, the late Shah 
had become involved in direct negotiations 
with the Company and, rather than rescind 


XI 


h's original order. bad agreed on an exten¬ 
sion The text of the specs,h is attached 
As explained in my telegram \“ $3 of 31st 
January, this speech aroused considerable 
interest, and has not improved the outlook 
s (l Tar as the forthcoming negotiations 
1*4 vr.-n the Company and the Persian 
Government are concerned There is a 
ing i t*jnleuey both in the press and 
among e he* puhltc tofontand that a Conceas- 
iuu signed under such circumstances cannot 
i'v ‘XIm sideied valid. 

4 1 »in sending copies uf this despatch 
llk His Majesty A Ambassador at Washhtg- 
inii and tu the British Middle East Office, 
Cairo, 

1 have, ttc, 

J. H. U ROVGETEL. 


Enclosure in No, 4 


In view of the special interest shown 
j\V Mr. Iskandari in rhe oil question and 
^repealed references to me. I feel I should 
J n 'C-e a brief statement on the subject. 
; !if >ugh i had intended to say nothing, t 
b‘e! it is my duty to prevent simple people 
Htnn being milled. It has always been a 
jhararteristic of mine to face a challenge 
boldly, but I do not t'Olisidel it proper to 
malice. 


Mr. lakandari s attacks upon eminent 
^ r *d upright people were al(most all fabulous, 
1 ■ lea3 now with that part concerning 
riivscl f. 

After my return to Iran from a foreign 
tnjssjon. many friends asked me to write an 
amount about the Oil Agreement. Although 
S|1 eh an account would have been good for 
,Jt >' prestige, there were stronger reasons 
) v hich prevented me writing it. It was not 
In the interests of the tounm , nor do I vet 


^rudder it safe to make any public deelara- 
tl0lJ m the matter However. I am 
Prepared to discing the facts privately to 
U| ‘y well-intentioned person or a group of 
Sllt h people If the Speaker would like to 
ll, nvokc a committee, I shall state the bare 
;k As quite simply. 

^ ith regard to the oil question, 3 do not 
'■pntest part of Mr IskmulariA declara 
. lullli - Though in general his speech was 
on incomplete or false information, 
dtj i j ot propose to deal with it. 

. historic events should always be studied 
11 die light of the time and place of their 
■ M <.ur rente. It is easy to draw the wrong 
'^elusions from an extract fcorn a speech 
llc ^ bfts Wn taken out of its context 


One*day Mr, J skandyri wrote me a friendly 
letter expressing ibe hopt* that I did not 
feel any grievance against him. E seta hbu 
a fiiendly repl\ which, it seems, lie has 
kept specially for today and which lie has 
even had reproduced. 

The most important event in t.fiis nnmtry 
during the past thirty years wa- Lha 
appearance of u powerful man who 
(laminated the live*, properties and actions 
of tlit- people, i-ertaiuly, he was patriotic 
and did much good to the country Vet* 
ft* n human being, he had Ms ahorieominga, 
whkh Uun he forgiven in view of his great 
services. 

One of the defects which injured his fame 
was his ruthless conduct towards anyone 
who offended him for any reason at ill, l 
wh- t tty self the subject uf his wrath and, 

I uni i been within his reach, 1 should have 
sniff led the same tale as dliers. 

The Shiih had [irmly decided to eatioid 
all unsatisfactory foreign treaties and con¬ 
cessions and to stop foreign interference 
with the rights of his subjects. lie tout’ 
pletely achieved this purpose and had un¬ 
to deal with the HArty Con option- 

1'hrrefore, he took steps to si'cure the 
rights of Iran in the southern oil. The 
matter was pro! ranted so long that th# Shall 
lost jiatience One day, he unexpectedly 
ordered the eanceilatiim of the C mcessioti. 
His orders were usually carried uhl wdfsin 
the hour, and action was paniculuriy quh k 
in. this case, l^iatisf he was extreme!v angry. 
Nobody dared to quest ion his decision or 
give him advice. 

This wsi- a great error on the part of 
the late Shah, irime-tie statesmen did not 
consider the cancellation wise. 

I do not mean that the D Arey t uo- 
t'ft&Uin dmuld have retnaineci umiltererL but 
its unexpected cuneellation. without any 
prior vonsiileratinu, created difficuliie* 
which were responsible for the new Agree- 
menl with its undesirable terms. 

The A.l.O.C. lodged a complaint and the 
liriliith Government backed il and asked for 
arbitration. The case was referred to the 
I rngne of Nations and Messrs. Ala mid 
j Invar went to Geneva. Before that the 
matter had l*?«u bandied by Mr I'orughi, 
Minister of Foreign Afiairs, Before the 
League of Nations had issued any award, 
d i reet negot i a t i on s were reci >nimcm led, As 
thr Iranian Government declared that they 
had cancelled the Concession because it was 
tmsatisfEUtorv. and that they were ready to 
gnmt ft new conccssKin consistent w r ith 
Iranian interests (obviously, for the remain¬ 
ing period of the DArcv Concession), the 
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delegates came to Tehran in an endeavour 
to an i ve at a settlement on that basis. 

Messrs. Forughi, Davar, Ala and myself 
started negotiations, Several weeks elapsed 
without any result. It was, however, con¬ 
cluded that if certain concessions were 
allowed by both parties, any new plan would 
be bet ter chan the I A rev t oiiccasion, 

■r 

Finally, no agreement was obtained, lIh* 
A.I.QAk representatives decided to return 
and duly informed the Shah. 

At this j»ilit. it itemed that the Shah 
toll anxious about the outcome of the matter 
and city ided to be moderate He personally 
tried to come to agreement with the A I ,O.C, 
rep rebuts lives. Had the matter been con¬ 
cluded i in the terms of the present Agree¬ 
ment* exclusive of the extension of the 
I) A rev lYmcession, it would have been 
highly preferable to the old fnmcssioii. 
Anyone who thinks otherwise h making a 
grave mistake. But on the last day, the 
question of the extension v.a> suddenly 
brought up. The A.l Q*C representative® 
i 11 dst - 1 d .in this poiut uj-i threat*>neiI U* 
feave Iran immediately We were greatly 
■ jitpiii'iiI by this turn of vents but were 
deprived of all power* and so it happened 
ikhti tin? extension was agreed. You all 
know that no-one had the audacity to stand 
iigainst the will of the almighty ruler of 
that time. He was, apparently, concerned 
with the outcome" of the matter and was 
stubhoruly against the restoration of the 
former Concession, There was no * fiber 
alternative, and no one could forstv what 
the Leiuiue of Nations" award would have 
been, had the ease been referred once again 
to that authority 

When I say that there was no a! ter mi 
live it should not be interpreted that the 
pers' concerned were anxious ai>out 
themselves Their qonrern was equally for 


the cun sequences the dispute involved for 
the country. Resort to passive resistance 
would have given rise to difficulties. The 
whole question hinges on this last sentence 
which I do not want to discuss, 

As fur rue, 1 had no part whatsoever in 
this business except liniL my signature 
appears on the paper, It was immaterial 
whether I signed or not, because someone? 
else would have immediately signed if 1 
had not. Refusal of one of the signatories 
—if it were at alt possible to refuse—could 
not have altered the course of events in the 
slightest degree. None of us favoured the 
extension of the Concession At the outset, 
the Khali himself was not ready to acquiesce 
in the extension and when the A I 0.0. 
representatives brought up the proposals he 
was amazed and said : * Why, this is quite 
impossible. We have for thirty years 
cursed those who granted the Concession in 
the first place. Do you want us to he cursed 
3 iv tut me generations for fifty years? ‘ 
Anyhow, lie finally yielded to insistence. 

Kiurnli! wr sincerely desire to vindicate 
our rights, it would lie in advisable at this 
moment, when negotiations are current and 
hopes are high for a satisfactory result, to 
create excitement arid weaken the (invent- 
merit by constant at tacks—a situation which 
would jeopardise our object. Back the 
Government, listen to the result of the pre- 
linn nary negotiations. Should you find 
theni undesirable, make your suggestion* 
instead of starting an uproar ai the very 
beginning and harming your cause. 

We must set aside private views. The 
course we have adopted is not the right one. 
1 should say that eighty per cent, of Mr 
Iskanduri's statements were groundless. 

I shall he very grateful if yon will 
arrange for a secret session at which 1 can 
tell you all 1 know on this subject/' 


K 2114 lid5 34 No. 5 

ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF THE SHAH 


Measures against the Tudeh Party 

Hit J L* Roivit'U f to \fr Benin I4*A F* hrtuityx 


(No. 5ft) Tehran, 

Sir, ft th Feb run rtf. !H4ft. 

With reference to my telegram* Nos. 47 
and 1*21, I have the honour to furnish the 
following account of the recent attempt on 
the Shah's life and of subsequent events 


2. The attempt took place at about 3 pm. 
on Friday, 4th February, when the Shah 
was arriving at the University to attend 
the anniversary celeb rat ioaa. His Majesty 
was nhout to lie received by the University 
authorities at the entrance to the building 
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w hcn one of t lie group of pressmen who were 
preparing it»take pindographs ran forward 
b« within a few paces ol ills Majesty, pro¬ 
duced a revolver and tired five shots in rapid 
succession The magazine contained six 

I f ’’| ridges : tin* first three shots riddled the 

s uniform tap. the fourth inflicted a 
wound on Ids lace- the Imllet going in 
under the left nostril, narrowly missing the 
T-'.v, and coming out in the right cheek , 
T ' )M fifth hit His Majesty in llie side, 
fin luivly missing his spine and shoulder 
3, "dt j while the sixth cartridge failed to 
explode although the percussion cap was 
den ted ! y t he st ri ker mechn n i sin. Ha d ibis 
jas[ shot gone off it would probably have 
been filial, since, though the- first shots had 
'"■^en de live ret] from a range of about six or 
^ v en yards, the last one would have been 

II fe ! jmni less than live feel away and was 
<J ’mi d at the Shah's stomach. Not only had 
the assailant conn 1 forward as he shot, but 
|bc Shah himself lunged at him, twisting 
Ins Ijoily as he did so to present a narrower 
target 

T J he members of the Shah s suite and 
military personages accompanying His 
-Majesty, however, showed a less aggressive 
^d TnarLial spirit. Prince Gholnm Reza 
threw himself Hat on the ground, while the 
alters rei rented !iy imperceptible degree* 

. * distant* of akm t 2fi v,i i ds. Il was not 
(fiifij the iissatlunt had thrown away his 
tevoK-fr and raised his hands above his 
■'M that the bodyguard, disobeying the 
, ‘i"der of General Yuzdurt Panah (bar he 
£ jonld he captured alive, opened fire on iuin 
^l?Ii their Schmeiraer [iLiiotnutics, inflicting 
‘he wounds from which he subsequentlv 
died, 

^ After making an attempt to pursue 
]| > path into the hull in spite of the eoti- 
ijsioti, the Khah was able to walk back to 
TK 031 r , ai3 ^ was driven oil to hospital, 
police shortly afterwards made a state 
about the limited extent of the Shah's 
tejDries and allowed the crowd to depart in 
Jtrmll groups after about a quarter-nf-an- 
l0llr - If was at once established that the 
^saailant was a young man named Fakhr 
( , l: ’l whic though lie hud galled Jims': ’n 
p® rerr runny by a can! issued to him only ft 
Pw hours In*fore ns representative of an 
^teenuBt Moslem paper Partrhatrt Islam 
,. ■ Mag of Islam), was, in fart, a proha- 

.i'mary member nf the Tehran, branch of I be 
Udch Party, 

, 0 A fter having his woni>d& dressed at the 
^,'^3'if at, Hb Majesty was able to return to 
* Fftlaee where consul tat ions were carried 


out w ith Ihe Government and the military 
nu thorites M Sued at once tendered the 
resignation uf his Cabinet but whs asked 
by the .Shah to continue in jjower. Decrees 
were thereupon signed imposing nmrtial 
law and u curfew in the capital and pro¬ 
scribing the Ttidch Party thionghoat the 
country. \\ ithtu n few hours a number of 
a n ests had lieen made. Tudeh headquarters 
had beeri cncupied by the Polireand military 
patrols were enforcing the curfew. 

ft. On the following day these measures 
were submitted to the Majlis for approval 
by the Minister nf Health, He. Kgltbal, who 
a> well as ltdng the Shah s pHmipal 
physician was temporarily in charge of the 
Ministry of th-.' Interior, In the course of 
his speech he ga-vt- some information about 
the results of the police search of Fakhr 
AraJs house., where they had discovered « 
booklet or diaiy containing various state¬ 
ments iikmt tile assail a nt - [Kiliiical ideas. 
One passage from the diary said that the 
measures taken in Azerbaijan in Ift-W hv the 
-Shah and the authorities represented " the 
greatest crime which i-ouid have b^a i un 
mittesi against the members nf a nation 
Another extract read —" I belong to the 
'fudeh Party and devote ray life to it 
entirely. I realise that that Parly is 
supported by the Russians and that the\ 
know ihiii their success in Persia depends 
iqxm it." They had also found on him a 
letter showing fhat he had premeditated 
the crime, and posed photographs showing 
him reading a book, the purpose of which 
was presumably to slew that he was literate 
and that he was a, serious .student of politn s. 
Copies! i of these photographs were pub¬ 
lished in i he press and are attached, 

7 The arrests uf niemhcrs of the 'J’tideh 
Party which had started the day before 
continued on 5th February, ami included 
Dr. Yaidi and members of the staff of the 
newqxijier Mttrtlom a* well as persons of 
quite diftereni political complexions who 
had at some time been sissoiiated with nrw- 
jiHfM‘r-s mi tack dig the Shah, The religions 
leader Saved Aholghasswn Kachani was 
exiled to the town of Khurranmhad. Of 
the I letter-known Tudeh leaders. Uejsa 
Ronsta the Trade Union leader, is believed 
lie in Russia* though his brother was 
arrested while Dr. Kechavarz anti Dr. 
RadmaiWche. the Editor nf \fardent and the 
Seeretarv-General of the Tudeh Party 
respectively, and certain other members of 
Jxu leh 11 ea 1 3 qm rters h a ve cl nded e'i t rest bi 1 1 
thev *re believed to )>e still in Tehran, 
possibly in the Soviet Embassy. 


y Not priul#d 
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i he Prime Minister ha* told me, and I 
have :m i reason to doubt the truth of this 
appm lation, that the attempt on the Shah's 
life foi mi*d part of an organised plot for a 
rotift tiWtfft in The capital At the time of 
llie Attempt a group of about I 00 thugs was 
M-en jmt the 1'diversity ready to 

take .ii-Mon, and two '3 udeh motorcyclists 
Mt-rt* seen posted outside the nearby house 
of jir Ket havar/;, \i the same time, l!udt?h 
demonstrations were in pnvgress in a 
different part of the town celebrating the 
a uni versa rv of the death in Tehran of Ur, 
Irani, rIn- founder of the Tudeh Party 
(In point of fad the date? did not coincide, 
bust rhe demonstration had tieen purposely 
for shut day.) There were buses and 
(rucks available in which lhe demonstrators 
to ild have been rapidly distributed through 
■ 1 if5 t- rc-nt parts of the town had the attempt 
I sun essfiil. For some time past, tins 
[ ■ it i,i' had rei eivcd information which 
pi link'd in the early organisation of some 
c&wp f and 1 had also received reports ®o 
tin' sftTiH* offe* t, Bui, so far u* * am aware, 
there is no definite evidence of direct Soviet 
participation in these plans, nor have 
report yet reached me of Soviet reaction? 
to subsequent measures ft mnv, however. 
Ik- worthwhile to record that a rzechu&kivak- 
studeiiL was present among the photo 
graphcrs at the firm 1 of (he attempt. and 
that ft copy of the Constitution of the 


Yugoslav Cupular Republic and publica¬ 
tions of the Irano Yugoslav Cultural 
Association were found in the assailant's 
house. 

9. I have reason to believe that the 
repressive measures against the Tudeh 
Party and other circles hostile to the Shah 
will he fed lowed very shortly by mora 
positive measures designed to put an end 
to the political stalemate which has arisen 
in the last few months and which has 
prevented the Majlis from carrying oill any 
constructive work. In his broadcast, to the 
people on fill) February, of which T enclose 
the French translatioih 1 } which was printed 
m the Jourtuil de Tehfrtin yesterday, the 
s1m(i said that the attempt strengthened his 
Fienui nation to parsue t he course which he 
had fixed to ensure the welllieing of his 
people, and in a message which he read 
from his bed the same evening to represents 
me* of Parliament whom he received His 
Majesty said that the incident should \m 
followed not only by the punishment of 
traitors hut by measures to improve the 
general stand a I’d of living and wellbeing 
id the people and to eteate cmplovtn e nl, 

10, i tun glad to report that the Shah’s 
wounds are healing rapidly and that he is 
none the worse for the attack, 

I him*, kirr 

J , H LsROUGETEL 


) Sot printed 
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EVENTS IN THE KERMANSHAH DISTRICT 


Report for J uly-Decfimber 194S 


[I'jttfitf, ntiimtrd under r.orrr of un n umbered Ktrmanshuh dwpHrh vf 10/A Juitit/iri/ j 

ikaerhrd 21.*/ February, 1949) 

l ;.(*»■ f ’.-tjK' tif Rttjirr i 'urzon to Sir J f,t Itouf/- f< i 


hr/‘man shaft, 

Sir. 7th January, 1949 

I have the honour to submit my report 
covering events in this area for the six 
mouthsending Hist December, 194(5 

Introductory 

The province of the V Ustan is mainly 
an agricultural region inhabited by peasant* 
and triliesiaen, partly nomadic, who have 
long liet-n accustomed U> living in conditions 
of poverty and pnmitiveness, Politics and 


intrigues of the Landowning classes do not 
disturb them unduly or tend to produce an 
articulate public opinion, and they foresee 
little hope in the future of being relieved 
from victimisation by officials. 

A satisfactory harvest, well above 
average, has given the people a certain 
sense of security from want, at least until 
the prospects for next year are apparent. 
However this situation turn been somewhat 
offset by the high lost of living generally, 
which for many has meant an inability to 


s=<ne sufficient to tarry them through the 
period of increased unemployment during 
the winter months. 

Tribal areas have rainaineo reasonably 
quiet, wi th I he exception of the J&vanrudL 
the wildest mid must troublesome of all the 
till *■*. w h' >m J he mid u.\ rv have recei illy t ri ci i 
to disarm, 

J he Tudeh party has shown signs of 
it incasing activity mid boldness, but it is 
doubtful if they arc making much headway, 
except perhaps in HwiiHfhtn. The outpour 
ings "f pru-RoEsinn sentiment in the 
firsitHit pujftjr have lieeu looked upon with 
i on si derail tc disfavour in some quarters. 

Political 

2 When fighting broke out in Palestine 
ft certain amount of anti-Jewish sentiment 
was evident, especially among those with 
leanings towards rhe Tudeh party. Beyond 
insuring remarks tin intimidation of Jews 
wa- resorted to, and the police gave any 
protection necessary. h was strongly 
rumoured that the Jewish simp keepers paid 
Iih ndsome ly for th is protoe t i on, 

3. In connexion with events in Palestine 
there is an organisation called AnjomauJ- 
Tftbiighat-t Islmni, which was formed for 
the propagation of the Islamic creed and 
the basic teachings of ihe Koran. P* mem- 
Urs rausi be literate and arc drawn mainly 
from the right wing, 

4 With the exception of Qulmdian, the 
other three deputies have done nothing to 
further the interests of their constituencies 
and rarely have anything to sav in the 
IW1 is. However Am Zanganeh and 
Honlatsh&hi, ns well as Qubadian. I*eing 
consrimts of the approaching elections, 
visited Kemiimshah in September to start 
intriguing for fresh support Qnhadian, 
who rtjlies on the tribe? with whom ha is 
still popular, was busy renewing his doubt¬ 
ful claims to certain crown land*, of which 
he maintains he was dispossessed some six 
years ago, 

5 On 3fflh September the Government 
ordered the Anglo-1 ram an Oil Company 
‘‘►cease pumping fuel oil fromNnit-BShah 
to Khanakin Pumping w&s resumed again 
r, n 7Ml October, but no information was 
obtain able here as to the reason for the 
stoppage. 

ft. In Ramadan the Labour Onion, which 
has strong Left-wing sympathies, has 
enlarged its organisation It is thought 
Hie l □ion is responsible for the reappear¬ 
ance on the streets of notice boards display- 
tog copies of Tudeh newspapers. 


For three and a half months the town has 
been without u Governor, Ghassam Mir/a 
lodad\and having lieen transferred to 
Tehran. 

7. Huniig the early pan of November 
-Mihiimuri Beg Baba jam appeared on (ho 
scene after ,in enforced absence of five years 
from the Kermanshah area. He ohuuned 
Jea\r j from Tehran, ostensibly to come ai.nl 
buy provisions, and then proceeded to pay 
visils to various tribal leaders. His inission 
was [i» advise them to give what assistaiue 
they could to the Russian forces in the 
event of another war, This he consideied 
was jnuniuent and expressed hit. opiniou 
that Tersia would become involved and Lie 
1 1uit k 1 y . wer i r u]i by (he K ussian >. TI j e 
I LwrtJtsr-General, whohftdhmi not died by 
this K ’oils ulate of this gentleman's activities, 
gave orders for hi* immediate return to 
Tehran 

S- An i iic tease in religious fervour wax 
notii cable during Midiai ram, liolli m 
Kcuiianshah, Hamadan anil other ventres. 
Many large proqeasious look plate on the 
pmicipie days, all well marshalled by |*dke, 
Military precautions as well were taken in 
Hantadan, but no Incidents wore reported. 

9. Another society, with a religious hasi*, 
has Iletm active in combating the consump¬ 
tion of alcohol in Kerman shah with some 
siicces*. but not without resorttng to various 
illegal practices with which flic million tics 
did not interfere. 

i (i The Sov iet ( a in s u late act i vi t i cs ha ve 
not been very pronounced, mainly consisting 
in the spread of propaganda in oolfee shops 
and surrounding villages, witlj occasional 
visits to Hantadan. Permission to visit 
tribal districts has been consistently refused 
h\ the Governor-General. 

A firm friend and admirer is to be found 
in the editor of the local 'Fudeh neuvsp&per. 

The Voks has u very limited appeal in 
spite of cultural and educational meetings 
and i■ lasses fo r teaching Iiussian. Wherens 
our Reading Room continues to be ft p>pu]ar 
rendezvous for I wo hundred nr son day 
to listen to the B H C and read the papers. 

Tribal 

II At the time when many troops freon 
Nort he rn I r a i \ we re w i I hd ra w 1 1 for sc rv i cc 
on the Palestine front, there was some 
apprehension on Iwah sides of the frontier 
that Kurdish tribe* would star I giving 
trouble, and there was the possibility that 
the Javanrudi might take the opportunity 
of crossing the border intu Iraq The 
.Javanrudi have always been a general 
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imisifiiiu' ami Jin]'. 1 1 given to armed robbery. 
Lorries and passengers on the Norma nshah- 
Paveh road have frequently been held up 
and robbed, while they have also been 
engaged in the smuggling of wheat, &c, 
across into Iraq. Eti duly it was decided 
V> t«ke act ion ami three battalions from the 
Kcimanshah Brigade, amounting to about 
750 strong, were despatched to the 
Javan rtidi area for the main purpose of 
disarming the tribe, which tilt now bad 
consistently refused to part with their rifles. 
The tribe disappeared into the hills and 
neighbouring tribes were asked to assist 
the military, a good opportunity for paying 
nfi old scores. About 5tKi of them were 
reported to have answered the call to help 
ferret out the Javrnirudi in their mountain 
fastnesses Eventual Iv. after a little 
desultory fighting, terms were agreed upon 
for the ti ilie to hand in 150 of their 600 
■ |r hi red rifles, with another 15u to cotiw 
later It is however doubtful whether many 
mure :.ban Mm bo 150 were handed over, and 
nis ihe whole the davanrudi have been 
treated very leniently. 

One battalion is still maintained at 
various minis along the frontier. 

Io Chiefs from all the trilses in the 
province attended the gathering of tribal 
lenders in Tehran arranged by the C.G.S. 
The programme was voted a success, hut 
some surprise was expressed by rival leaders 
that the Jnviinrudi re presen la live should 
ant only have Wn invited, but presented 
Avilh :i medal by the Shall nWg w ith Others 
who had recently been lighting them 


Genera! 

13, During the dry months in Kerman- 
shah iimsiderable building operations have 
U'cn in prugiess. both large and small 
bouses going up, as well us humble mud 
brick hills " Work on a new hospital and 
departmental office* Inive also begun. The 
averse is the ease in lliimadun which for 
flfune t une has been going down hill and 
losing iu importance. Many landowners 
and merchants have deserted the town for 
Tehran or Kerinanahah, consequently houses 
iin» easy to tome by and no building goes on. 

At one time general security in the 

district was far frem satisfactory hut since 

id ; i, rease id numbers of the Gendarmerie 
and the arrival of a small garrison of 
tnKi|}s, m airily has sensibly improved. 

14 Kerman-hah for some pars has 
suffered from three main disabilities—an 


inadequate and wasteful water system, a 
heavily overworked electric power plant and 
the deplorable state of the streets, \<st 
until the Autumn of this year* just the 
season not to choose, did repairs to the main 
thoroughfares begin, but needless to say all 
work has been held up by continuous frost. 
It is hoped, if the money holds out Up start 
asphalting in the Spring, Numerous con¬ 
ferences have lavn held in connexion wiLli 
the above projects, piping the water supply 
and new power planu. but no concrete 
derisions have yet been arrived at. News- 
papers continually complain of the state of 
the town and the apathy of Government 
officials, while on the occasion of a visit of a 
few hours by Prince Ghulam Reza, the 
populace seized the opportunity to shout, 
their complaints at him. The Prince was 
also reported to have expressed his dis¬ 
pleasure of prevailing conditions 

The new Mayor. although sail I to have 
Tudeh leaniugs. has shown some energy in 
formulating plans for these projects, but 
they involve relationships with the Kerman- 
shah Petroleum Company, thereby at once 
in i roducing puli tical issues. Rumours were 
starts! that the refinery intended to direct 
the supply of electricity to the town, and 
this pressure no doubt came from official 
sources. The refinery is of course only a 
small concern, established for the purpose 
of supplying oil products to Persia and does 
not possess the vast resources of the parent 
company. 


Economic 

15. The smuggling of wheat across the 
border into Iraq had reached alarming 
proportions until ,t frontier commission 
under (leneral Sh&hhani took the matter in 
hand. It is now reported that hie efforts 
have been largely successful in polling a 
stop to tlie practice in the Qasr-j-Shirin 
area, 

lft. In spite of the exioptionally good 
harvest in this province the price of wheat 
!v*st + sharply at the end of November when 
the Government permitted owners to sell 
and move wheat U> other towns A 
demonstration by the populace and tM 
dosing of shops for one day did not alter 
the sitiirtt inn. However the position is quite 
sound as the available surplus amounts Ui 
about 30,000 tons, and good rains having 
fallen in December the prospect* for next 
year are at the moment promising. 
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1 7, 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affaire, His Majesty A 
Consular Officers at. Tabriz. Kirkuk and 


Mosul, and the Air Officer Commanding, 
Royal Air Force, British 1'orces in Iraq. 

I have, <&c, 

R ROPER-CURZON 


E 3440/1472/34 No 7 

PERSIAN PRESS LAW 

Sir ■/ Lt Roufwtel to Mr. Brmn [Received 14 tl March) 


(No. 89) Tehran, 

Sir, m March, 1049. 

As I hail the honour to inform you in my 
telegram No. 20(3 of 5th Match the revised 
draft of the Government * Press Bill woe 
passed with three additional clauses by the 
Majlis on Thursday. 3rd March. A full 
translation of the law as published in the 
semi-official Etta fa" at is entdosed. 

2. Sections A to D of the law ate 
substantially as set forth in the second 
enclosure to mv despatch No, (10 of tilth 
February but the phrase now added to 
Section A in 'elaboration of “ Holy Islam " 
and the principles of its law and the 
sacred position of the prophets and 
itnams "— was proposed by a deputy after 
the Philosophical Society (a primarily 
theological body) had passed a resolution 
urging the Government to include this 
phrase iri order to ensure that the £?taie 
religion was in every way respected as it 
should be. The second sentence of Section 
A : " I nsult or offence to the Royal Fumih 
is not considered to lx? a press crime 
appears at first sight to lie i neon si stem with 
die first sentence, and one newspaper 
erroneously published a version in which 
** also was substituted for “not The 
nteaning is, however, made clear in [he 
sequel which explains that the offences in 
question are henceforth subject to a special 
emergency procedure and thus cannot lie 
dealt with under the more leisurely pro¬ 
cedure envisaged in the sections of the Civil 
Code headed H Press Crimes” 

3 Section E which has been newly 
added is the amendment proposed by >1 
Faramarzi and mentioned in paragraph 2 
of my despatch No. 78 of 2nd March, while 
Section fj is Engineer K bos row Hedavnl't 
amendment mentioned in paragraph 3 of 
the same despatch, 

4 Although the law is id single article 
form, each section w r as voted on separately 
The first two sections were approved 
otiuninwmsly but when the conlrovereial 
Section G, regarding attacks on ministers, 
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deputies and liovernment officials, was 
about to be put to the vote the Majlis lost ite 
quorum. However, enough deputies were 
soon collected to enable a vote to be taken 
and u> give the Government a majority of 
HI Section E was approved unanimously 
and Section F provoked no comment, but 
when Section G (prohibiting Government 
officials from holding a licence for a news¬ 
paper or from publishing or editing a news¬ 
paper) came up for approval deputies 
pointed out the inconsistency between this 
and Section E which abolished the need for 
a licence. The section was, however, 
approved as it stood 

5. With the passage of the Bill, press 
comment on it has dwindled but some news¬ 
papers are hinting that since il was passed 
in such a hurry the Majlis should now con¬ 
sider amending it Numerous amendments 
previously proposed and still awaiting 
discussion had been referred to committee 
at the beginning of the debate on 3rd March 
in order to enable a vote on the Govern¬ 
ment s revised draft to be taken Now that 
the Majlis has voted on the Bill, it is how¬ 
ever improbable that these amendments will 
re-emerge from the committee to which they 
have been referred, 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Ambassadors al Washing¬ 
ton amt Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office. Cairo, 

T have, Ac. 

I. II Le ROUGETEL 


Enclosure in No. 7 

Preys Law passed fry the Majlis on 
3rd March. 1041+ 

SinttU' Art id* 

A. If in newspapers or any other 
publications the Shah and the members of 
the Royal family (father, mother, queen, 
children, brothers and sisters of the Shah) 
are insulted or offended or the principles of 

c 
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Jiutv Islmu and the principles of it* law and 
Lb sacred position of the prophets and 
imams are attacked in like manner or if the 
people are stirred up and encouraged to 
rise against the national Government and 
encouraged lu sedition and disturbance the 
polite are hound to confix.ate at once such 
publications and arrest the perpetrator and 
transfer the Hie of the case to the procurator 
within 24 hours to be sent to the competent 
court at once by the procurator. Insult or 
offence to the Koval family (father, mother, 
queen, children, brothers and sisters of the 
Shah) is not considered to be a press mine. 
The court dealing with the case shall hx ft 
hearing out of turn " and shall deal with 
the accusation and issue a verdict, Flic 
fitting shall not be interrupted for any 
purpose than recreation and a,- long as a 
verdict is not issued by the court the news- 
pa}*- s or publication shall remain sup- 
pressed but further internment of the 
accused person depends on the Fourths 
decision. 

R The above regulations shall also be 
enfoteed in uesprot of insults and offence* 
to the Heads of Foreign Governments (on 
reciprocity basis). 

V In the case nf insults and off elites 
1 1 « Prime Ministers Ministers. I nder 
Secretaries. Presidents of the Majlis, 
Orpin ms. Judges and jurors, action will 
lie taken in accordance with the regulations 
m?[ forth in Section A without their >ub 
milting a complaint and in the case of other 
persons and individuals when a complaint 
is submitted by them but from the security 
point of view the arrest of the accused 
person ia not obligatory and is subject to 
the general regulations- The confiscation of 
the public at ions and the detention of the 
iiecused persons will lie subject to the 
Praeii rater General s ruling. 


U i he persons whose publication & have 
been suppressed in accordance with this law 
fvliall not have the right to publish any 
papers or publications under any title 
before a him] decision has been taken about 
their case, in the ease of violation the 
culprit shall be condemned to pay a f.tie 
from fiJMjfl to 20.000 rials. 

K As from Llic date .if approval of this 
law article 1 of the haw of .tnl I Lev 1321 
(24th December* 1042) will be t aucelled arid 
the publication of a newspaper or a mag¬ 
azine shall not be subject to a licence 
and permission being obtained from the 
Supreme Council of Education. For their 
publication, however, the writer of the news¬ 
paper or the magazine must, in addition 
Oi observing the terms and provisions laid 
down in the Press Law of 5th Mohan-urn 
1326 (htb February. 1906), seled for his 
publication a name which has not been 
previously chosen by others for their new*- 
papers or publications. 

i The judges of the lower courts and 
nf the provincial courts dealing with such 
offences slmll be chosen as follow s ; The 
Ministry of Justice cSiril] nominate to the 
Supreme t'ourt of Appeal from among 
I rusted judges twice the number of judge* 
required for the lower court and the pro¬ 
vincial court. The Heads of the Sections 
under the Supreme Court shall -elect the 
no■ossary judges by a majority of secret 
voles, The judges shall not he dismissed nr 
changed for three years exropt by theirown 
wish. 

G All persons drawing salaries from 
the Government treasury, or from a bank 
<u public institution shall be prohibited 
From holding a licence for a newspaper or 
editing or publishing a newspaper or a 
publication. 
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No. 8 

SITUATION IN PERSIA 


Arrests of Tudeh Party Leaders. 

( 1 ) 


Str J L* Rotuf f (>\ fn Mr. 

(No. Mi) Tehran , 

Sir, %th March, 1949, 

It is not yet possible ten speak with pre¬ 
cision about the reaction to the ShahV 
decision to convoke a Constituent Assembly 


Brrilf t Rewired I4M March) 

reported in my despatch No. S U of 2nd 
March. On the whole it has been well 
icieived and the limited number of persons 
in this country who have any political 
understanding seem to appreciate the fact 


that the Shah has put forward a pravEicaS 
plan for the removal of the political dead¬ 
lock with which Persia is confronted. 

2. During the past week the press has 
published cautious statements by such 
prominent jiersons a* Taqizedeh. Hakimi 
a iid Sa 1 1 i q i (11 u sta&har -ud-Dan le h) „ Hak inti 
has come out definitely on the side of the 
Mmh. Uuidashar-ud Ihiuleh has expressed 
his agreement. provided that member* of 
the Kith. Hi h and 15th Majlis are pre- 
* luded from membership of the t 'onstituent 
Assembly. TaqiKedfh's views published in 
Etf^hrat have been given in greater detail 
and \ attach a full trnttslatiottO the 
article in which they were ilaseribed ft j* 
said that Taqiredeh. although in favour of 
creating machinery by which the Constitu¬ 
tion cart be revised, is rot in favour of an 
ad futv Constituent Assembly on the lines 
now contemplated I leiieve. however, that 
3d* suggestions with regard lo the form of 
Assemhlv that is most suitable refer to the 
ultimate elution and not to like body which 
will in the immediate future be required 
to provide- it. He mav also have reasons of 
his own for wishing to avoid being too 
closeh identified in lhe mind of the public 
with the present plan 

3, It waa announced on 21st February 
that the Minister of War had been given 
power to declare military government 
’wherever it .seemed necessary and Ibis has 
since been done in every district where there 
is ei brigade or divisional headquarters and 
also in a number of smaller districts in 
Mazanderau and Milan. In conversation 
with the Military Attache on 2sih 
February, the Chief of the General JStjiP 
gave as the reason for (his step the fact 
that the Ministry of Justice, and to a lesser 
extent the police, had been penetrated by 
the Tudeh and there was some rebalance 
in the provinces to arrest the local Tudeh 

H Not 
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leaders, Since the imposition of military 
government a number of Tudeh leaders had 
trees arrested in the provinces, and though 
there had been rather more difficulties in 
the capital the situation in Lite country ns 
sc whole was well in hand, there was very 
litile disaffection in the army. From the 
reports which I have received so far from 
Imth Tehran and the provjru.es, it appears 
that the military authorities are exercising 
considerable im deration. There have not 
been a large number of arresto and there 
have so far been no reports of molestation 
of the civil population. On the other hand, 
tilt* trial uf ro H taiit newspaper editors and 
Tudeh meml^rs by a military tribunal but 
under sections of the civil penal rode is 
e\i i t i t ig some i j mu nr nt. to < j»ies of ]>eti tit ms 

by these persons to the 1’resident of the 
Majlis have been sent tit this embassy and 
the contention advanced that st is illegal 
for u military tribunal to try persons for 
offences against the penal code committed 
before martial law- was instituted. 

4. Some other developments have ton 
1*8* reassuring. One of these is the fact 
that the Majlis is prepared to pass a 
measure such as the Press Law to which 
mole rate opinion is strongly opposed. The 
full text of this measure is enclosed in my 
despatch No. SO Another mutter upon 
which I am reporting separately is the 
sustained attempt of she Chief of General 
Staff to secure exclusive control over the 
Trades Unions through the medium of a 
disreputable hanger-on of the Court. 
Kb ns row Hedayat. 

5. ! am sending a ropy of this despatch 
to His Majesty 1 * Ambassadors trt Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow and to tlie Hritish Middle 
Hast Ollice, Cairo 

1 have, Ac, 

J H Lk ROUtiETEL. 


( 2 ) 

Tthrtiii (‘/ttt/tcvry ta Kaslcrn I)r'f#irtiiicnt (flrcvirvil ]4fA March) 


T*hran, 

Dear Department, 9th March 11149 

In ebdMjration of psiragraph 3 of hid 
Excellency s despateh No. 04) of today's 
'bite, we might mention tlmE the number of 
arresu made by the military government 
of Tehran since 4th February amount* to 
G, made up of ati Tudeh memliers, h 
journalists and 7 people aroused of disturte 
‘ng the peace (>f the 56 Tudeh members, 
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14 are it present ou trial, the iadictment 
of it others hus been drawn up, two 
(students) have been ronvicted for distribut¬ 
ing Tudeh pamphlets and investigation* are 
still proceeding regarding the other 30. 

2. Seven of die journalists have now been 
tried by a military court and sentenced. 
In oair despakrh No. 76 of 2nd March, we 
reported on the first of these trials and on 
the subsequent appeals The set'ond trial 

c 2 
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dosed on 6eh March and resulted in 
sentences on Bagher Ifrjari (of the Seyyid 
7ui pa 3 wr Vazifth), Mahmud YaUnezhad, 
and Farhang Hi man (of Qiant i-Jrnn) of 
one year, one year and five years’ imprison¬ 
ment respectively. These rnen too have 
lodged appeals; against their sentences, 

3, The st 1 ven people accused of disturbing 
the peace have been imprisoned under article 


5 of the law regarding military government. 
Few details have been given regarding these 
perstm!- but as far as we know they are 
people of no con sequence. 

4 W e are sending a copy of this letter 
to the other recipients of his Excellency's 
despatch under reference 
Yours ever. 

CHANCERY 


K 3022/1915/34 No. 9 

CONVOCATION OF THE PERSIAN CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

Sir J. Li Roinjt tt.l i to 1 If. Bp tin {R*r> rtrd \lth Mareh) 


(No. 80) Teh mu, 

trir, 2nd March, 1949. 

Since my audience with the Shah on 22nd 
February, reported in my telegram No 17T 
of that date, events here have been moving 
fast and a decree will shortly be issued con¬ 
voking the Constituent AssetJhly. 11 have 
the honour to enclose herein translation of 
an announcement made by the Prime 
Ministef in the Majlis yesterday in which 
he described events leading up to this 
decision, the constitutional amendments 
which the Assembly will be required to con¬ 
sider and the regulations which arc to 
govern its election hi the course of this 
statement Mr Sa'cd rend out the text of 

the decree convoking the Coriatitufcnt 
Assembly. 

2 It will lie seen from the Prime 
Minister's statement that the agenda of the 
Assembly is to tie confined to three, and 
possibly only two, items i the amendment 
mnt completion of article 4£ defining the 
manner in which a dissolution may be 
effected ; the preparation of a new article 
to establish the procedure for the fimend- 
ment of the ( restitution itself and, if the 
necessary legislation has nut been passed 
by the Majlis when the Assembly convenes, 
the revision of article 44 dealing with the 
constitution of the Scutate. The effect of 
these three measures will therefore tic, riot 
to change the form of the Constitution as 
originally conceived hut to complete it in 
(rrlain essential respects When the Con 
slit itt ion and the supplement ary laws were 
drawn up in ItHMi and 1907, their sponsors 
were quite naturally pre-occupied with the 
need to preserve it from destruction in its 
infamy at the hands of an unprincipled 
and despotic monarch. They were there 
fort' at pains to deny him am opening for 
that purpose cither by amendment, which 


might have lwen used to transform the 
Constitution completely, or by a dissolution 
which, if abused, would have reduced the 
Alajlis Io futiIity or e 3 imina ted 1 t entirely, 
The procedure specified for dissolution 
required the intervention of the Senate, and 
consequently tbmt body has been allowed to 
remain in abeyance to this day. The 
quorum rule in the Majlis was yet* another 
device to prevent Lhe frustration of that 
Chamber tiy the enforced absence from 
Tehran of deputies whose views might l>e 
Unacceptable in the Sovereign. These rules 
are ciuImh lied in article 7 of the C<institu¬ 
tion, but I have been toid that they may he 
revised by the Majlis without reference to 
a Constituent Assembly 
3. During the forty^two years which have 
elapsed since the Constitution was adopted 
and, in particular, since the abdication of 
the lute lieza Shah, the Majlis, which was, 
once a symbol of progress and a bulwark 
against tyranny, became a harrier to 
develop incut and even to action of any kind. 
The present Majlis has provided a coic 
spicii uis example of this negative function. 
Its election was long delayed owing to the 
Allied occupation and its aftermath, and its 
first act. when constituted, was to pass the 
Single Article resolution rejecting the 
Soviet Oil Agreement in October ti'47. 
From that time until lhe attempt on the 
Shnh s life less than a month ago. it 
achieved nothing of a coast met ire nature. 
There was no question even of passing a 
normal budget, and the financing of State 
expenditure was by monthly appropriations, 
which often provided only for the payment 
nf official mihiries t he Civil Service is 
disproportionately large and includes many 
officials who are employed only in further¬ 
ing the interest of individual deputies or 
groups of deputies. Owing to the absence 
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of any legitimate means of checking these 
abuses or of compelling the Majlis to lake 
positive action it has ceased to exercise the 
normal function of a legislature- Moreover, 
by virtue of obsolete and imperfect electoral 
machinery, deputies may aspire to renew 
their mandate almost indefinitely. 

4. In view of the urgent need for the 
passage and execution of oust met ive 
legislation* the lack of equilibrium in the 
Constitution which has so far prevented 
this is a source of grave danger to the 
present order of society in the country, it 
ip often said that the Shah is mainly 
responsible for the deadlock in the Majlis, 
and from tun@ to time His Majesty has 
intervened or allowed members of his house¬ 
hold to intervene unwisely in the activities 
of the Majlis, hut it is frivolous to suggest 
that this is the root of the trouble. Unless 
the Majlis? were composed of tie voted 
patriots - and this is by no tiieaius the case— 
they would almost inevitably find themselves 
aligned against the Government of the day 
if it were determined to govern. This state 
of a flairs is r of i nurse, entirety acceptable 
So the Communist# and fellow travellers 
vi'ho-c main pi'ecwcuj<atn>n it must be to 
ensure that nm good i> done fur the people 
unless they do it themselves, These enemies 
of t he established order have not been slow 
hi employ any and every expedient, in 
particular repealed and interminable inter¬ 
pellations, siittst? of the quorum and the 
aggravation of persona! fends and differ, 
erices, to exploit the situation, lhe dead¬ 
lock in the Majlis has in any case implanted 
it- many sober-minded people who play an 
important pari in the formation of public 
Opinion in this country a dangerous sense 
Of resentment and despair. Such are the 
results of untrammelled power without 
respt msihilitv. 

5. If in these cireumstti.fires no legal 
action were token to bring about a change, 
T personally have not the slightest doubt 
that within it matter of months such a 
change would be precipitated by violence 
Thy disparity between rich and poor, the 
increasing difficulty of making sin honest 
living and the impunity enjoyed by the 
corrupt and the dishonest. combined with 
the growing conviction that it is lj^yond the 
p>wer of any Government to provide a 
remedy, has produced a sense of f rustration 
which is highly explosive. Even the 
primped of the .Seven-Year Plan made little 
difference so long as it was generally fell 
that there would lie no effective means of 
preventing it from degenerating into a 
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nation-wide 11 racket which would only 
redound to the advantage of the unscrupu¬ 
lous few. Rut if these very natural qualms 
cim be dispelled by restoring Lhe legislature 
ti» its proper function, it is just possible 
that hope may revive and with it the 
determination to set to work to improve the 
deplorable social conditions which have been 
accepted for centuries as the normal lot of 
the average man and woman in this country, 
6 J am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washington 
and Moscow, and to the British Middle East 
Office. Cairo. 

I have. &<\ 

J. H. Le ROUGKTEL. 


F.nclosure 1 in No 9 
(Translation} 

Statement by the Prime Minister. M. 
Mohammed Sa cd. in the Majlis on the 
morning‘4 1st March, 1949, 

l * Gentlemen: As you all know, the 
Constitution and the supplementary funda¬ 
mental lows passed in 1424 and 1323 A.H, 
(19D7 and lflfls A.D.) have been in force on 
an experimental basis for forty years. 
Successive Governments in Iran have 
always had in view the necessity for revis¬ 
ion a n( 1 com pie(ioi i of on r Const itu t ion A s 
you gentlemen are aware, this matter has 
received llis Imperial Majesty’s special 
attention and emphatii orders in this sense 
have been issued by the Shall 

Mv Government has brought to the uni kc 
of the Shah the result of the reinversauona 
oil this question in a letter which I shall 
now read for the information of the 
deputies 

■■ To His Imperial Majesty the Shah, 
During the audience granted to the 
Speaker of the Majlis, tonic, to the Cabinet 
and a number of prominent and trusted 
persons <'f the country. Yotu Majesty 
announced hi'* decision regarding the ion- 
soil of a Const ituen! Assembly 

entrusted with the task of completing the 
Const i tut ion and its supplementary laws. 

The Government and the jjersons present 
recognised that this decision conformed to 
lhe "interests of the country At the 
audience of 5 Esfand 1327 (24th February, 
1949) Your Majesty’s decision was com- 
munu-aled to the Speaker ol the Majlis. iu 
, I3 e to SI number of prominent and trusted 
persons of the country and to represented 
,,i vei of the Majlis fractions, lhe six 
Majlis fractions— € National Unity ', 












' Freedom \ " Iran Democrat r 1 Concord T t 
‘ National k and ‘ Progress as well as the 
Independents declared themselves to be in 
agreement with this queation. 

Aceordingly, 1 ask Vonr Majesty to con¬ 
voke a Constituent Assembly* the task of 
which will tie to — 

(1) iievjw and complete article 4b of the 
Constitution ; 

i2;i Draft and approve a new article con¬ 
cern it is; the procedure to lie adopted 
for the revision of the Constitution 
and its stuppleniontary laws ; 

(Sf 1 twist? article 44 of the (Constitution 
in the event of the Senate not having 
been ratified by the Majlis by the 
i in® the Constituent Assembly meets. 

The ordinance regarding the election of 
the Constituent Assembly is submitted here¬ 
with to Your Majestv,' 

His Imperial Majesty, having taken note 
of this letter, instructed the Government in 
u royal letter to ixmvnke tlie National 
Assembly. 

This is the Imperial Firman : 

11 To If is Excellency M. Mohammed Sued, 
President <■(’ the CdtuuJI. 

Wi have taken nolo of vout letter dated 
fj FT.ml. 1327 (2Ktii February. 1949) 
regarding the convocation of a Constituent 
Assembly, together with the relevant reg¬ 
ulation s. 

M e now hereby order that the Govern- 
nuru should proceed with the convocation of 
the proposed t uitsf ituent Assembly 

The Marble Palme, 
f) Ksfumk 1327 
(28th February, 1949}.' " 

The Minister of the Interior has meived 
the necessary instructions for preparing 
the convoking of the Assembly, ine\etiHi>ii 
«f the Imperial Firman and tu aocordnmv 
with the regulations. 

The Prime Minister then read to the 
deputies the text of the regulations record- 
iug the convoking of the Constituent 
Assembly (See Em Insure No, 2 i 


i m insure 2 in No fi 

RriinhiUmst Gov?mint} the Election of 
tht < 'oustitm fit A ss* mbly 

Art. /.— The Constituent Assembly, the 
task of which is to revise and complete 
article 4S of the Constitution, to draft and 
approve a new article concerning (he pro¬ 


cedure be adopted for the revision of the 
Constitution and its supplementary laws, 
to revise article 44 of the Constitution in 
the event of the Hill regarding the Constitu¬ 
tion of the Senate not having been ratified 
by the Majlis by the time the Constituent 
Assembly meets, will lx* composed of 
representatives elected by tin 3 electoral 
districts mentioned in the table annexed 
to the law on parliamentary elections of 28 
Shftval 132b (22nd October till]) amended 
bv the law of 10 Mehr 1313 (2nd October 
1934) 

Art. 2. —Each electoral district will send 
to the Constituent Assembly a number of 
deputies tw ice that provided by the electoral 
law for the Majlis. 

1 rt. t. —Articles 11. in rLtid 11 of the law 
on parliamentary elections must be observed 
as i n r as electors are l ont'erned and net ides 
12 oi.i 13 of the same taw as concerns 
jjersons eligible for the Constituent 

Assembly. 

A rt. ,j.—On receipt of iusi rut turns from 
the .Minister of the Interior the lannundar 
(Governor) or Rakh&hdar (Mayor) of each 
electoral disLiii l shall set Up ?i supervising 
committee for the elections bo the C-ou- 
s Fluent Assembly in accordance with article 
14 of the electoral law. 

Art „ 5 - Tin? supervising commit tees su L t- 
ing in ar cortlatice with nr tide 15 of the 
electoral law. shall immediately elect a 
council and shat] publish without delay a 
notice giving the time and duration of 
voting as well as the nnmk-r of the members 
of the Constituent Assembly to Ik- elected 
in the ilistrict and the conditions to which 
eligible eWt.irs must conform 

Art. tj — Met ween tim publication of this 
notice and 111 • time fixed for voting there 
must nut elapse more than one to five days 
depending on the importance of the district. 

Art, 1 ,—The supervising committees 
must conform to articles 3. 4, A fi. 7, k, 23, 
24. 25. 20 27 28. 29. 30. 31 32. 33. ;il. 3H 
and 39 of the electoral law as far ns comer ns 
the members of the Constituent Assembly, 
the taking of the vote and the opening of 
the ballot boxes. 

There is no went ton of an I rt. A ' 

Art. $L—As soon as the election in 
ouch distrh-t is finished. the supervising 
committee and the Farmandar or Bakhsh 
dar shall give a mandate to each of those 
elected to the Constituent Assembly, 

A rt iu ,—When two-thirds of the mem¬ 
bers of the Constituent Assembly are 
gathered in the capital it will: lie officially 
opened by His Imperial Majesty the Shah 


Art. th —Uu the day of its opening 
the Constituent Assembly will meet under 
the presidency of the oldest member and 
will proceed to the election of a president, 
two vice-presidents and four secretaries. 

A rt. 12 .—The sessions of ihe Con¬ 
stituent Assembly shall lie public 
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Art. is .—The Constituent Assembly 
shiill be dissolved once the necessary decis¬ 
ions have been taken. 

Art. i/j .—Tarmaridars and Hakh^hdars 
are to bring these regulations to the public 
notice as soon as they receive them and to 
put them into execution when they receive 
the accessary mat ructions. 
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OPERATIONS OF FOREIGN BANKS IN PERSIA 
Decree Issued by the Council of Ministers 

Sir J. Lt Rtrueti'tei to Mr. B< r/o {Receirtti 21 st March) 


(No. 101.E.) Ithran. 

Sir. I6K/J March, 1949. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith 
il translation of the banking decree which 
formed the subject of my telegram No. 232 
of 15th Mardi. 

2. Six days elapsed after the t on mil of 
Ministers passed the decree before the chief 
manager of the Imperial Hank of Iran was 
able to obtain a copy even unofficially from 
the Ministry of Finance. This copy due# 
not carry a registered decree number, but it 
U custom:;n in this country for a week or 
more to elapse before decrees are regis¬ 
tered and proiiuflgiited and, as far as I am 
aware, the decree in question is not being 
held up, 

3 f he dec ree mee: s the I ni peri al Bank ’ s 
final offer lti all major respite and, eon 
trsiry to expectations, adopts the formula 
suggested by Sir Kill slum Cornwallis 
regarding the maintenance of branches. 
The only point which it does not cover is 
the sliding scale under which the bank 
would have been aide to retain a proportion 
of their total deposits in t*xcess of about 
1,700 million rials The decree provides 
instead for a strict limitation of deposits 
to a maximum of two and a half times the 
capital and reserves in Pc re i a The 
Imperial Bank are not greatly concerned 
&lnmt this condition as they consider it 
unlikely that their deposits would rise to 
the level indicated, 

4, On the assumption that the Imperial 
Rank wUf transfer £1 million and the Per 
siuii Government accept a valuation of the 
bank's properties in Persia for a similar 
amount, they will be able to retain a maxi¬ 
mum of 585 million rials of their public 
deposits* plus 328 million rials represent* 

40326 


ing the proceeds of the sale of £l million 
tip the Bank Melli The Imperial Bank 
will therefpire have .available for their own 
iim* 713 million rials a# against about 
bon million at present 370 mi]lion of this 
last figure represent cash which bus been 
built up men tty in view of the probable 
transfer of further JepucdU io the Bank 
Melli. The [mperiat Bank"# total deposits 
amount to almost 1.31N1 million rials. 55 per 
cent, of which, or abutit 58U million will tie 
transferred to the Rank Melli under the 
new regulations, compared with 350 mil¬ 
lion now held with them or in Treasury 
Bonds. The Imperial Bsink will thus have 
a net loss nf usuable funds of approxi¬ 
mately 230 million rials. 

5 k will take some time io detc*inline 
how the new conditions of operation will 
work iri practice, As a result of credit 
restfiction over the past nine months, ihu 
advances of the Imperial Bank have lieen 
reduced from 6511 to 570 mi Hum rials and 
tlien deposits have fallen from ^>me l.tKKI 
millimi to 1.309 million rials, The chief 
manager"s first impression is that it may 
Ik* imessai v to reduce advances by a 
further to per cent., but in view rsf the 
increase in the Imperial Bank's dejaitiits 
with the Bank Melli It should prove pos¬ 
sible for them to operate on a much lower 
cash margin. Hitherto, their cash holding 
has been about 25 per cent, on the average 
and it may be possible to reduce it to 15 or 
oven 12 per cent, thus making a greater 
proportion of their dispensable funds avail¬ 
able for advances. Even if some contrar 
lion of itilvani'es proves inevitable the bank, 
by conwiitrating more nn exchange opera¬ 
tions, hope to offset some of their loss of 

c* 2 
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im ame from curtailment of other banking 
business. 

6 Although the outcome of the negotia¬ 
tion* so fur seems satisfactory 1 —and 
certainty much less damaging to the bank’* 
interests than was feared at one time— 
two question* remain to be settled : the 
approval by the Government of the main- 
tenant-e of existing branches and the 
conti ruins it m of the authorisation to deal 
in foreign exchange The chief mana ger 
hopes to clear up both points by an 
exchange of letter* with the Minister of 
Finance, when the hater sends him an 
official copy id the new banking decree. 
He i* now pursuing the mailer with she 
Minister of I timiicc 

7. The decree contains one clause which 
does not intermit the Imperial Bank, but 
which appears to be directed at the Rus¬ 
sian bank. In article 1. it i* stated that 
foreign hanks who have obtained their rial 
capital from the sale of authorised 
imports, without receiving foreign 
exchange, will not be given a guarantee 
regarding the conversion of such capital 
into foreign i urrenev, It is believed that 
the Russian hank was established with 
fund* obtained tnun the sale of import* 
from Russia 

8_ [ am *tmdmg copies of this despatch 
to the Lord* Commissi oners of His 
MajeslV.* Treasury, to the (ammerrial 
Relations and Exports TApartment of the 
Board of Trade, to the Exports Credit 
Guarantee Department and to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo. 

3 have Ac. 

J H. LE ROUUETKL. 


Enclosure in No lit 
(Translation) 

J ‘ending approval of a Banker* t-aw hy 
the MiijliH ail foreign banks u hich are 
now doing business transacLions in Persia, 
or which may start business transactintis 
in the future, must observe the following 
regulations:— 

I A* from the date of ent'on ement oi 
ilie present decree, foreign bank* must 
transfer their capital and reserve* in Persia 
to the Bank Melli Iran in a foreign cur¬ 
rency approved by the said bank against 
receipt, of ihe equivalent thereof In rial* fit 
the official selling rate 

The Bank Melli Iran will hand the 
foreign bank nn undertaking to the effect 
that in the event of the foreign bank 


claiming n refund of part of its capital 
and reserves for reduction of it# capital 
and reserve* or of the whole of it* capital 
and reserve* at the time of winding lip. the 
Batik Melli Iran will refund same against 
payment of its rial equivalent at the same 
rate a* previously converted, provided the 
said hank inform* the Bank Melli Iran of 
ire intention in writing at least six months 
ill advance. 

hi the ease nf foreign bank* who have 
derive! their rial capital and reserves 
from the source of authorised imports 
(without receiving foreign exchange) the 
undertaking mentioned in this article will 
not he issued and such capital and reserves 
will not lie convertible to foreign exchange. 

■j. Foreign hanks must hold with the 
Rank Melli Iran, free of interest, at least 
55 per cent, of the total of their time and 
demand deposits in Persia, whether such 
deposit* are in current accounts, fixed 
deposit*, temporary deposits, deposits held 
in sundry creditors account. Ac The 
maximum amount of deposits which 
foreign hanks are allowed to retain them 
selves shall not exceed the scale given 
below :— 

A.—Where capital and reserve* do not 
exceed '280 million, ‘225 per unit of 
the capital and reserves. 

B -When they exceed 260 mi 11 ion rials. 
225 per tern in resis t of 2ttn mil¬ 
lion and 100 per cent, for the 
amount in exec**. 

Noth.—F oreign hanks shall be exempt 
from depositing 15 per tent, nf lheir 
demand deposits and 15 per ernt of 
their tittle deposits required by 
article 1 of ihe Decree Nn. 112834 nf 
;>th Azar 1325 

;* Foreign hank* new working in Persia 
shall also observe the following regulations 
pending approval of a Banker? Law by 
the Majlis ; — 

A.—Tht-v may have branches outside 
Tehe ran oil tv by special permission 
of the Council of Ministers. 

B_—Immovable property which they own 
in Persia at the time nf issue of this 
decree, solely for their require¬ 
ment#, will be considered as part of 
their capital and reserves, but only 
to the extent agreed by the Govern¬ 
ment after valuation and in no 
c*ircumatantes whatauev er exceeding 
100 per tenc of the total of I he 
amount of I heir capita! and 

reserves. 
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The Bank Melli Iran undertaking men 
tinned in article 1 will not in any way 
whatsoever cover such immovable proper¬ 
ties. 


4. This decree will come into force as 
from l*i Farvardin 1328 (21st March, 
Hi49). 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 

British Oil Concessions in Persia 


Mr. Bt rfft tu Sir J. 

(No, ii9. UonJidenlial) Fvrtnqn wfjict 
Sir, '22nd J/areA, 1Q49. 

The Persian Ambassador called on me 
this afternoon. After wishing me success 
in my mission to the 3 nited State* he &aid 
that he would not have asked for an inter 
view on the eve "f my departure if it had 
not been for the urgent nature of the com¬ 
munication which hi* Prime Minister had 
instructed him to make. 

2 A* I was aware the discussions be 
tween the Persian Delegation and the 
Anglo-Iraninn Oil Com pane, represented 
by Mr, Gass, which had been in progress 
for about five week*, had now been sus¬ 
pended. The A.! ,0,0 had at the outset 
recognised thai the term* of their present 
concession did not pruviiie ihi- Persian 
Government with a fair share of the com¬ 
pany's profits. Conditions had changed 
since the concession was negotiated and the 
Persian Government now considered that 
they were entitled to h half share of the 
gross profits made by the A.1.0.0. in 
Persia. They had therefore presented the 
company with a formula designed to 
secure this end. Mr. Gass had been unable 
to accept the Persian suggestion amt had 
in hi* turn made certain counter proposal*. 
These were unacceptable to the Persian 
Government as they would in effect only 
give the Persian Government an increase 
of 2*. per ton m tonnage royalty, The 
gap between the company's offer and the 
Persian Government’s demand was so 
Urge that the Prime Minister could see no 
hope of an agreement being reached unless 
His Majesty * Government were prepared 
to use their good office* to advise the com¬ 
pany to come to an agreement. 

3. The Persian Government did not 
wish to camel the A. f.G CA’s concession or 
to nationalise ihe company. They could 
tiot, however, acquiesce in the present 


Li Reuaeiri [T'hmn) 

position hy which, nut nf a profit of £40 
million, they received £7 million only, 
whilst Hi’ Majesty V Government in 
taxation alone look £15 million. The 
Government were hound to make u report 
to tlie Majli- in due course on the loniimt 
of the pre-t-m negotiations and the Prime 
Minister feared that if the lompuny 
refused to recognise Persia's reasonable 
demands the Majli* might take a rash 
decision. Mr. Rais went on to say that s lie 
Prime Minister had therefore decided to 
appeal to me not only a* Secretary of State 
hut as :i f riend of Persia to help in cement- 
ing tin* existing good relations between our 
two countries by enabling the Persian 
Government to cuter into a fair partner¬ 
ship with the A.UO.C 

4. Fhc Persian Ambassador said that ihe 
Persian Government had much appreciated 
nn reference in the House to Persia’s 
Seven Year Plan. The Persian Govern 
mem fully appreciated that poverty and 
misery were fertile breeding grounds for 
communism, and it was essential to raise 
the standard of living of the Persian 

if Persia was to resist successfully 
pressure f rom the Soviet Union, The fund* 
for Persian proposed programme for 
ex-anomie development could, however, 
onlv come from Persia's share of her oil 
royalties. 

5. I told the Persian Amtasgatlor (hat it 
would unfortunately not he possible for me 
to give him a reply for hi* Prime Minister 
before 1 left for the United States The 
details of the negotiations were naturally 
» matter for decision by the A l r XU and 
the IV'rsian Government. but I would auk 
the Treasury to examine the question of 
ihe effect of United Kingdom fiscal policy 
on the royalty payments of the company 
while 1 was away. It did, however, seem 
to me that the Persian Government would 
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be wise to obtain the advice of a el inde¬ 
pendent oil expert or experts to assist them 
in their negotiations a* I felt sure that such 
advice tv,is essential if agreement was to be 
reached on such a highly technical matter. 
I added that according to my information 
the AXQ-C.’s offer represented a BO per 
tent, to HXi per cent, increase on their pay 
meats under the present concession. 
Finally, I suggested that Lhe Ambassador 
might tike to propose to his Government 
that the negotiations should remain sus¬ 


pended for three weeks or so until J bad 
returned from the United States and, had 
had an opportunity to consider more care¬ 
fully his Prime Minister's message 

6. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty s representatives at 
Washington, Moscow, Cairo, Bagdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, Amman. Politi¬ 
cal Resident in the Persian Gulf and the 
B.M.E.O. 

1 am, &c. 

ERNEST BEVIN, 
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PERSIAN CLAIMS TO PERSIAN GULF ISLANDS 

Sir J Lr ftouQrtd to Mr. Benin. (Received 2Iff t A-prii) 


(No 321) Tehran, 

(Telegraph! ■) 19M April, 1949- 

V'Hir telegram No. 17* and mv despatch 
No, 133 of 13th April 

I reived a further note from the Mini¬ 
ster for Foreign Affair* regarding the 
GAnd* of TmueIj and Aim Musa rinsing 
fiorn the conversation reported in my des¬ 
patch S'o, 96. 

2. Note states that the islands have, from 
ancient times. belonged lo Persia and been 
part of the district, of the Government of 
Ltrigeh, that His Majesty's Government 
have in the pi£t "by political means 4 ' 

] i reventci i t he e\C re i se of 1 'ersi an j u riad if - 
tioj] and that the former presentation of 
Persian claims has been met on our side 
by a promise that the matter would 1# 
brought to the notice of the Government of 
India. 


3 The note goes on to dispute my state¬ 
ment that fifteen years ago the position had 
been accepted by the Persian Government 
(your telegram No. L7*-1 and slates that on 
itic nmtrmv the Persian Government have 
always stated that under no r ire urns tancea 
would they relinquish their rights. 

4 In conclusion the Minister takes up 
ici\ point that this question should not 
create a dispute between us in view of the 
present international tension and says that 
he feels sure that His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment will not prevent Persian authorities 
from exercising their jurisdiction over 
these islands and will not roimtenance 
illegal action by Sheikh S hurt ah who flew 
his flag ojl them in the past (#.£., in 1905). 

5 Translation of the note follows by bag. 
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SOVIET-PERSIAN RELATIONS 

Sir A h* Rmitjelt-l to Mr. Serin. (Received 25 th April) 


(No, 137) Tehran^ 

Sir, 20fA April, 1949, 

The departure fur Moscow of the Soviet 
Ambassador on !Ath April reported in my 
telegram No. 3IV). affords a convenient 
occasion to smuniarise development* in 
Soviet-Persian relations sine* M, SadteM- 
kov's return to Tehran at the beginning of 
November last and thus to bring up to date, 
in thin particular held, the review con¬ 
tained in my despatch No. 10 of 12th 
January last. 


2. After his last departure, following 
the failure of hiti attempts in May and 
-Time 1943 to lure the Persian Government 
into n political discussion about the terms 
of a ' settlement M with the Soviet Union 
(which would in all probability have 
included the termination of the contracts 
of the American Military and Gen¬ 
darmerie Missions which had. been .so 
constantly and violently attacked in Moa- 
low propaganda throughout last year), 
M Saduhikov returned to Persia on 
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Hi November last with new instructions; 
he pi ineeded during the following months 
to leave this question of a political settle 
me ni aside while arranging for the 
wunption of conversations- —which 
proved fruitless—;i Gut the conclusion of 
jj hi-lateral agreement for current trade. 
The reason for the failure of these tent a 
live discussions seems to have been that the 
Russians . omimied to make unatveprable 
demands is regal'. - prices, while refusing 
to consider the Persian claims for the 
I'etiMi of their gold and the payment nf 
r i l i 1 w ay and * list oins c ha rges t>u 14# lid iny; 
since die war, and in general made it dear 
Bun they did not wish for am far-reaching 
Agreement unless it also covered their 
political reLpii reiiients. 

A Ac the? same lime, evidence nuuimied 
to accumulate of subversive preparations 
111 Tehran and elsewhere in Persia and 
©specially the arrival of numbers of 
Caucasian emigres, preparation for the 
co/tp which was to have coincided with the 
»ttempt on the Shah « life on 4th Fcbrtuirv. 
Aiihough absolute proof of r/h is- intention 

not availubk to me. ! have little doubt 
Uau this outrage formed an integral part 
°f Uomnninist policy and that, in the 
Months preceding it, Soviet hopes were 
concentrated upon the satisfactory execu¬ 
tion of the roup. 

4 j he last, few weeks huve witnessed A 
^‘Version to rhe tactics adopted a year ago 
u Kdi may lie intei'ptried either as the 
Unrnial development of Soviet policy 
towards ibi* «xujnt ry or ns a reaction to 
thi- sm ccssful huinching of European 
Rmwerv Programme in March-April 194* 
ai * I to the North Atlantic Pact a year 
Wter. On 19th March. 1949, there occur 
r, 'd the first of the imw f run tier incidents 
xv hich lridnaLed the resumption of a means 
<4 pressure on Persia winch had been in 
#eyalire since OcioH"! 194R Ai (he same 
uttie, the Soviet Ambassador repeated to 
pie Persian Government his statement that 
1 1 Persia wished to live on frieiidh terms 
w dh the Soviet Union. she must arrange 
for the withdrawal of the Persian case 
j™n the agenda of the Security Council 
The present Minister for Foreign Affaire, 
^hii has shown greater readiness than his 
predecessor lo listen lo the Russians, was 
^nxinus to take advantage of this approach 
lf| order to put Soviet-Persian relations on 
51 kflter footing. Be was, however, 
strongly opposed by the Minister of War 
llf id also—though less actively—by the 
^rime Minister himself, who favoured a 


firm attitude towards Russia and the 
adoption of the Ala Eenteram proposal of 
referring to the Security Council the 
exchange of diplomatic notes her ween the 
Soviet and Persian Governments which 
occurred k#L year. \n support of ibis 
view the newspapers, aided by the some 
what sensational methods of American 
press agencies, proceeded to work up the 
frontier incidents into something 
approaching a scare, and talk wu- current 
in Fell ran "i deep Russian jxuict rat ions 
Into IVisiaii territory. These ladies 
ptoved a bocunerang, for the tension 
mounted umsiderably and stimulated a 
reartiim nti the pari of the Prime Minister 
and the GoverntnenL The net result has 
been dial tin- Ministei 1 for Foreign ASaiI's 
Is now imire ativious than ever to avoid 
giving offence to die Soviet Government 
and has so iar shied away from the pro¬ 
posal for a renewed oommiaiiicataqa to the 
Security Gomicil that he h even hesitating 
al.M.nil the alternative course of adilressiiig 
a note io the Soviet Govemnieiit chirifying 
the position of Perein under the 1921 
Treaty and disproving ohu* again the 
assertions of [Unssian propaganda abinil 
American activities in Persia 
•3 The situation at this .moment is there 
fore that, largely owing to (he extrava¬ 
gance of those in favour of an uucom- 
prnmising attitiide to Russia, the Soviet 
Government mjiy have derived the 
impression that they will now he ahlt to 
bring the Persians to heel Any such 
impression would have ken encouraged by 
the recent appeal iuici here of ncwpaiiei' 
articles which are almost t^riJiiniy in 
spired ami advocate a policy of 
" neutrality ' jind “ independeitcc,“ a 
theme of which very tulle has been heard 
lately The Russians may he expected to 
exploit such oppor! uni lies and it b per¬ 
haps significant that, during the hist few 
days, attacks in Persian from the Moscow 
wireless have Altogether nrased, (on 
fr.mLcd by the failure of their plans in 
i M i "tier 1947 and again last February, it 
is i j meet cable thal the> might at an 
appropriate moment resume the process of 
stirring up internal sedition and might 
pvon 1 'ixHX‘iipy die northern provinces if 
tlicv felt that they could ilo without 
risking, a major war. But, in spite of dis- 
rpncling rumours which have as usual 
a i -com j >iu i let I M. Sa dtch i kov 1 s d epa rlu re. 
the Soviet Government are, I think, un¬ 
likely to Like overt action at prerent. They 
are more likely to continue their attempts 
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to lure Persia intu diplomat!* negotiation, 
suggestions for which M Sadtfhikuv may 
well be making in Moscow, and to nciDir- 
puny these attempts bv a retie wed war of 
nerves and a further attempt to undermine 
Ebo precarious equilibrium of the present, 
social and political order in Persia. 


fi I am sending copies of this despatch 
to llis Majesty's Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington and Mot^iw, and to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo 
[ have, »k r c 

J. H Id- RDUi'iETEL. 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 

Negotiations between the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and the 

Persian Government 


Mr Bevift to Sir J , Le Rouge tel {Tehran) 


(N 0 98, Contidential) For eign Qffke, 

Si^ 28rA April, L949, 

A* ] have briefly informed your Excel* 
lencv in mv telegram No, 340 of to-day a 
date, I saw the Persian Ambassador Um 
afternoon 1 reminded him that at our 
meeting on 22nd March i had promised 
to consider his Prime Minister’s message 
about the deadlock in the Persian Govern 
meiit s negotiations w ith the Anglo Iranian 
Oil Company when I returned from the 
I idled staler. I had now done so, and it 
had lieeii nrraugrd that Sir William Fraser, 
the chairman of the A.IXM',. should go 
out Up l ehnvn to head the company 's dele¬ 
gation in what 1 hoped would prove to he 
the final stages of the negotiations, 

2. 1 ^tid that I wished lg emphasise the 
fact that if is Majesty’s* Government could 
not enter into the negotiations, which were 
a Entitle r for Lite Fenian Government 
and the company: but I believed that 
Sir WiIliad! Fraser would do all be could 
to bring about a reasonable settlement 
While I did not wish to express any opinion 
on the merit* of the Persian rase, 1 was 
bound to say that my exanriaation of their 
demands had; convinced me that the figure* 
put forward by the Persian Government 
did not take into ifmaideration alt the fads. 
In particular, I felt that the Persian 
Government were [joying too much Atten¬ 
tion to the abort-term view of the eoni- 
pane's offer. We hart hem living In a 
period of abnormal oil prices, but wi th 
increased production in both hemispheres 
and the development of the nil resources of 


the Dominion of Canada there was bound, 
to lie a fall in world oil prices. What was 
required was a tair settlement over a long¬ 
term period and I was sure if the Persian 
Government were prepared to meet 
Sir William Fraser in the same spirit as 
he was going out to Tehran they would 
obtain a satisfactory settlement 

3 I told M Rais that I myself had some 
experience of similar negotiations, I had 
always found that it paid to he frank, 

I knew that a final settlement was often 
delayed because one of the parties hoped 
that outside influence could be brought lo 
l>ear on the other party to increase a pre¬ 
vious offer, To avoid misunderstanding I 
therefore wished to make it clear that, 
whatever the consequences might be. His 
Majesty's Government could not bring 
pressure on the company to increase 
kir William Fraser A offer, which. I was 
convinced, would represent the best either 
ihe company or His Majesty’s Government 
could do to assist the Persian Government. 

4. M Rais thanked me for the [>ersoiia! 
attention 1 had given to his Prims 
Minister s message and said that be would 
inform him of om conversation. He was 
sure it was in the interests of the company 
to come to a fair arrangement with his 
Government and he hoped Sir William 
Fraser 1 s visit to Persia would be successful; 
& jusi settlement of the protracted negotia¬ 
tions would greatly help to cement the good 
relations already existing between our two 
countries. 


fj. T am sending topics of this despatch 
to His Majesty's representatives at 
Washington, Moscow, Cairo, Bagdad. 
JedHa. Beirut, Damascus and Amman, to 


the Political Resident at Bahrein and 
B M F.O , Cairo. 

I aim &c. 

ERNEST BEYTN. 
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ANGLO-PERSJAN OIL NEGOTIATIONS 

Mr Bt tin to Sir Lt BmtartH ( Ithran) 


(Xo 334) Forritffi Office, 

{Telegraphic) '27th April, 1&40, 

My telegram No. 306 (of 14th April: 
A i j g] o- J ran in ei nil Com pa n \) 

Sir W, F t'M-scr is about to leave by air 
for ivhnt he hopes may tie the final phase id 
Ric Anglo-Iranian Oil Company negotia- 
iii'us, He is doe in Tehran about 2 !Ie|i 
A pril. Mr. Gass has suggested that he 
lie prepared to stay for about ten 
days. He is willing to do so hut not to 
remain much longer. 

2 For your own information Sir W. 
Fraser proposes to do hts utmost to reach an 
agreement on the Comp&uCa present offer. 
Exhaustive discusssions iwlwcen all 
tend'd in IajihIoii have shown that, contrary 
to previous belief, royalties paid to the 
I clfsian Government are not directly taxed 
I w Mis M nj esiy's G<jve ri 11 ne lit, 

3. la facl the Anglo-Jrani an Oil Com¬ 
pany pays to the Persian Government j. 
^•>aliy in sterling equivalent to 4#, Qd > gold 
P*^ ton plus certain Persian Luxes, plus a 
*um equal to twenty percent, of the amount 
distributed to ordinary shareholders All 
these payments are expenses of the Com 
Pony's operations, and are e barged before 
I he amount of profit liable to C nil ml King 
don] tax is established. Until recently how 
ever we had thought that the amount distri¬ 
cted to ordinary aharcholilers might mean 
T bc actual cash that they received, after 
deduction of income tax at source. The 
Treasury have now learnt from the Com 
pany s nmmnianiti that this is not so. but 
l * lil! the Persian Government receive mi 
ainf mui equal Lu twenty per cent id the 
flToos dividend declared, before dedue- 
fhm of income tax. 

4. Under the present terms nf the con- 
re^ion, therefore, the Persist! Government 
fiitvo no reasonable ground for saying that 
Hay liear [ oiled Kingdom taxation ; their 
more serious complaint in that they suffer 
J r oin tin* policy of limitation of dKidcnd*. 
Owing to this policy, they complain, targe 
bUj *is which might be distributed to the 


shareholder* with corresponding bene fir to 
die Persian* are retained by the Company 
as undistributed profits, on which the fail 
rata of income tax is levied, 

5, Jo meet this complaint the Company 
have already offered to go beyond the Urmia 
lion of dividends by paying in addition 
to 2i> per cent, of the ordinary dividend, 
a sum equal to 21! per cent of the 
amount placed to general reserve. This 

iltd likewise he tax free. This offer 
is substantial, but shire undistributed 
profits are subject, to income tax and protiu 
tax, and since the amount plac e t to reserve 
noEst canw out of what is left alter tax is 
paid, the Persians could argue that under 
the Company'* offer if accepted they would 
vuJTer indirectly from United Kingdom 
taxation, 

H. All concerned in London are in agree¬ 
ment that the Company 's present offer is a 
fair one in coDipartaon with oil i.ouivs^ions 
cl sew! ip re and would in fact in normal years 
give the Persian Government the equivalent 
ot 5b per cent, or over 51I per cent, of 
the profit* made by the Company in Persia 
(excluding profits of operations unconnected 
with Persia). 

T. It must, of course, lie Untie in mind 
1 'i" Mie uric hand that the Companv made 
liJigc profit* in 1U47 (about :H\ million slei 
ling) and that the profits for ISM"' which 
have not yet been disclosed may he in the 
Mcighbourhood of 611 million sterling or over. 
His Majesty's Government received such 
large pay men is from the Company in i:. 4 7 
and 194b k-causc during three two years 
high taxation in tin United Kingdom 
coincided with high world prices for oil. 
On the other hand world oil priix-s are fall 
ing ami fuiure years are likelv tn show a 
very different picture. 

B. We appreciate, however, that even 
though the Company’s prcscui ufmr. which 
would probably give the Persian Gmcrn 
intuit about 20 million sterling iu 104k in 
contrast with 7 million sterling in JH47, 
appears to m to be a fair one it may not 
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oniy prove extremely difficult. for ;>ir VY . 
Fraser tu induce the Persian Govdruuicnt 
to agree that it in fair, and that even if 
they can lu> brought to do so they may 
ex peel that the Head of the tympany will 
be coming to Tehran with wine additional 
offer up hi.s sleeve, however small. 

li. Sir W\ Fraser has omwdujgly been 
informed that His Majesty's Government 
nre prepared to agree that if absolutely 
n cooks ary the agreement should be so worded 
that the Company'a present offer of a pay¬ 
ment to the Persian Government of t wort tv 
par oeiu of the sum plated to General 
Reserve each year should be increased to 
twenty per rent, of the sum available for 
General Reserve before taxation This 
would have the effect of doubling tlw pay¬ 
ment, and on the calculations-a I ready used 
the effect would be to give the Persian 
(tavernznent another two million pound* 
annually. His Majesty's Government 
woidd lose their tax of nine-twentieth* of 
this amount but the remaining eleven 
twentieths would t ome out of the company 's 
resntm es. An has already Iwii staled the 
Company are must reluctant to increase 
their payment, and they think this proposal 
i- undesirable and are at present only dia¬ 
l-used to make it if agreement could t* 
clinched on this basis but not without it. 

1(1. 1 shall be seeing the Persian 
Ambassador within the next clay or I wo, 
and projiose to -qicai to him on the follow- 
ing lines i 

pi) It i- mimt desirable at the present 
moment of tension between the Soviet 
Union and the rest of the world that 
outstanding differences between 
other friendly countries should be 
rapidly and amicably settled. 


(h) In response to the desire expressed in 
Tehran Sir W. Fraser is Hying to 
Tehran to take part in what it is 
hoped will be the final phase of the 
negotiations between the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company and the 
Iranian Government. 

(a) The negotiations have been so far and 
should continue to lie conduced 
direct with the Company and not 
with His Majesty's Iluvemiiient. 
There can be no question of negotia¬ 
tion with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment over the head of the Company. 
H is Majesty s Government are satis- 
tied that Sir W, Fraser fully graapa 
all the factors in the problem and 
has throughout been animated by a 
ilesi re to reach an agreement which is 
fair to both -tides. His Majesty’n 
Government confidently hope that 
the PkTsntn Government will meet 
him in the same spirit 

It. It is important that the 1 Persian 
Govern meni should not be under any illu¬ 
sion that they can appeal to His Majesty** 
Government over the bead of Sir W, Fraser, 
I leave it iyour discretion to make this 
clear m whatever way you may consider 
desirable At the same time you should, 
of course, assist Sir W Fraser in whatever 
nmirner you consider best. We realise that 
if agreement is to be reached it may he 
necessary fit some stage for you to intervene 
either with the Government or with the 
Shah or with I with. 

P2 You should keep ns fully informed 
and refer for further i cist ructions as yon 
may think necessary, bill 3 leave you wide 
disc ret ion. 


K 5370 1015 34 No, 16 

CONVERSATION WITH THE SHAH 

Sir J L’ Rouyelef to Mr. Bevm if)/A ,1 pnl) 


(Ho. 340 ) Tehran, 

(Tel eg mldr) 2S\th April, 1949 

The Shah received me today and dis¬ 
cussed a number of matters of immediate 
interest. 

i lh^ Majesty said that there was no 
question of the Constituent Assembly 
departing from its terms of reference (see 
my dispatch No. 146) Senate Hill would 
shortly he passed by the Majlis, and this left 


only two items on the Assembly's agenda. 
The electoral law wa» considered premature 
in some quartern and general elections could 
not lie delayed for its passage without 
infringing the iunditumniul law ! lie elec ¬ 
tion would therefore 1st- held on the basis of 
the existing law and preparations for it 
would start at once The shah said that he 
was determined thm it should lie as free as 
was humanly possible. I said that if it were 


it would tu? in marked contrast to every- 
tiling I had heard of the recent fleet ions. 
He agreed and said that he was determined 
that there should Dot lot? a repetition of Lids 
performance. 

3 The Shall then said that the Soviet 
Government had recently made an offer to 
toheiude an economic agreement w itli Persia 
■which had every appearance of being 
serious. While realising that this might 
be a bait to draw Persia into more extensive 
discussions, he did not wish the oiler tu U 1 
rejected out of hand But he is disposed 
t" abstain for the present from any initia¬ 
tive cubei in regard to this matter or to 
Soviet request for the withdrawal of the 
Persian case from the Security Council. 
He was most anxious to know whether l 
had received any comment on his proposal 
F-r direct aid to Persia either in the fraine- 
' v ork of the Siudnhad Pad or otherwise 

l Adverting to the Seven-Years Plan 
tb' j shah said that in the next few days 
certain key appointments would be made 
*pd he indicated various alternative possi¬ 
bilities. I refused to volunteer an opinion 
in regard tu candidate* for Lhe post of 
Director General Inn advised Ills Majesty 
very strongly against the appointment of 
his brother Prince Abdul Reza as titular 
Hi rector Genera] ($ee my letter to W right 
G 52 T 1 - 40 of 19th A]»nI'• I said Chit HO 
gCNxi could possibly come of such a divorce 
nf power from responsibility, Inn I hoped 
( bat His Highness would continue tosuper- 
visc the Plan a* hitherto in an honorary 
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capacity. 1 he Shah seemed to agree anti, 
a t to r some fu rt he r d i sc t essu h i , to be i ii fa vour 
Of appointing ,\f, Taghi Misr as Director 
General, lie several times expressed con¬ 
viction that the 1 Plan could not be launched 
without foreign aid of some kind, and ^tid 
quite openly that Ebudiaj had been sadiv 
mistaken in thinking otherwise But he 
re'yiiiM' l that without Bbtehnj'c full io- 
ope ran on the Plan could not he a suct-ess, 
iind he hoped to be able to reconcile him 
[i the appointment of ii, T.jghi N'asr. 

5, The Shah said that he looked forward 
tu seeing Sir William Fraser ami to roadi- 
ing a sat is factory agreement with the t Can 
puny .i u r tnghis vi-it. E said that I s bit red 
His Majesty's hopes but I waim-d him that 
during tlit- fjast fortnight ciie Persian 
Government have confronted Mr. Gass with 
a number of demand* which if conceded 
would change the character of the f in* 
cession and would deprive the Company of 
effectivecontrol of future operations. Such 
tactic* we re deplorable, and t only hope 
that with the ( haimau's arrival discus¬ 
sion* would take a more realistic turn. The 
Shah expressed agreement and said that 
be intended the Government to concen¬ 
trate on essentials and in particular on 
securing an adequate increase in Royalty 
payments* 

Foreign Office please pass to Washington 
As my telegram No. bti end Having to M-<s 
vow and British Middle Hast Office, (Cairo) 
as my telegrams Nos. 11 and 2 i> ftsfxstlivfly 
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ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL NEGOTIATIONS 

■v r U hr Roaortrl to Mr. R* rifi (Rt^irtM 1,sf Mm/) 


(No. 350) Tehran, 

(Telegra ph ic) 1 st May . I tl+lf 

Your telegram No, 334 
1 received ibis instruction atftci my 
audience with the Shah on 28th April (my 
b ltigram No, 346) hut 1 had an opportunity 
yesterday of speaking to the Minister for 
foreign Affairs on tln> lines directed in 
Paragraph 11. I also warned M. Hekmat, 
^ on the previous day I had warned the 
‘ bah, against allowing discussions ro 
degenerate into an attempt to revise the 
f | J >idarnt‘ntal characteristic of the conees- 
Stot1 ’ I said ever since the present dis- 
‘ u^sions with the company were first 


suggested last year ii had always liven 
clearly understood that there would be- no 
question of such a revision Persistence iej 
the attempt to bring this about was bound 
to lead to a deadlock. 

2. M Hekmat did not contest any of this 
but took written note of it and said that 
he would inform the Government, I have 
little doubt that they are now under strong 
pressure from ImaniE and certain otlier 
[ groi ] p urn leci pile rable t mem lie is of] 
Persian delegation and that thin will only 
k- overcome lay coLinterpressim* from the 
Shah who is determined to stick to essentials 
mid to reach agrt^meid as soon as possible. 


























No. 18 


32 

K 1015'34 

AMENDMENTS TO THE PERSIAN CONSTITUTION 
Approval by the Constituent Assembly 

SirJ, Le Hamartel to Mr. Serin. (RectiE«d \ w 2th May\ 


(No, iSi Tehran, 

Sir T 1WA May, 1949, 

With reference to my despatch No. 171 
iif 3rd May 1 have the honour to inform 
you that the Constituent Assembly 
adjourned to-day after approving. by two 
virtually unanimous votes, the two amend 
meats for the purpose of enacting which 
jt had l>eeii convened, 1 have the honour 
to enclose herein a translation of these two 
measure# in the form in which they were 
filially adopted. The first is the text of a 
new article establishing the procedure 
whereby the Constitution is to be amended, 
The second is a revised version of article 
48. which deals with the method of 
dissolution. 

2 . The new article provides for the can- 
vocation of n Constituent Assembly in the 
event of the Majlis and the Senate voting 
separately hy a two-thirds majority in 
favour of such a step and ■ that recom¬ 
mendation hung confirmed hy the Shah, 
The membership of the Constituent 
Assembly is to be equal to that of the 
Majlis and the Senate lombined and its 
election will be tonducted in accordance 
with a law m lie approved by both Cham¬ 
bers. Its competence will be limited by 
specific terms of ref creme The new 
article also provides that (he new Majlis 
and the Senate, a- soon as they ate con¬ 
stituted, shall undertake the revision of 
articles 4 8 of the Constitution which deal 
with the m?.c and life of the Majlis and 
with the quorum rule The new Chambers 
will iilso undertake the revision of 
article 49 of the Supplemental! Laws as 
soon as they arc formed As explained in 
my despatch No. 375 of 23rd November 
last, this article as at present drafted 
lenders it Impossible for the Shah to 
prevent the enforcement of Majlis ded- 
fift Rf . It may therefore be assumed that 
iu its revised form it will give His Majesty 
the power to exercise the right of veto in 
some form. 

3 Article 48. &* amended, empowers the 
Shall to dissolve live two Chambers separ* 
ntelv or together, subject to stating the 
reason for such a dissolution and simul¬ 
taneously ordering new elections so that 


the new Chamber or Cltamberu may con¬ 
vene within a period of three months Tho 
mnv Chamber nr Chambers cannot Ins 
dissolved for the same reason as their 
predecessors. 

4 On 36th April. instructions were 
issue 1 1 to ihe provincial governors to snm- 
mon representatives of the Six Estates Lo 
elect the Supervisory Councils for the 
election of Itia h Majlis and, on 4th May 
(as reported in my telegram No. 363)* the 
Senate Bill was passed by thy Majlis. It 
may therefore be assumed that the two 
Chandlers will be elected concurrently, hut 
it is not yet clear whether the election of 
the Majlis will lie conducted upon the 
basi> of the present Electoral Law or on 
that of the Bill under active consideration 
by the Majlis which inter .;/m, would 
deprive the large illiterate element in the 
community of the franchise 

o. The debate in the Constituent 
Assembly which followed the submission of 
the Drafting Ci.intuittee’s report lasted 
bare1 1 two days and was devoid of interest. 
The only point which gave rise to any 
a I>p m: i a Ide crititi srn or -1 i scussi on was t ho 
redraft of article 48 Or. Sh&faq pro 
posed an amendment to lhe efTecr ihat the 
§hah should not have the right to dissolve 
the Majlis except with lhe approval of the 
Senate, but that he should also have the 
right to dissolve the Senate. Dr. Sbafuq 
withdrew his proposal when, the reporter of 
the commission pointed out that it would 
gives disproportionate power to the Senate 
which was not elected by the people. 
Muhammad Alt Mas’udi, editor of the 
newspaper IttUn at, proponed that the 
power to dissolve Lhe Senate and the Majlis 
should he vested in Lhe person of the present 
monarch, the right of subsequent monarch* 
being subject to the approval of one-third 
of the mem liens of the Senate. This amend¬ 
ment was withdrawn when the Minister of 
the interior pointed out that the present 
Shall did not wish to have any personal 
powers, dust before the vote was taken on 
article 48, M, Hazhir delivered a long 
speech in which he recapitulated the need 
amending the Persian Constitution and 
drew comparisons from the constitutions of 
other countries. 


6. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Hi* Majesty's Amba^adors at Wash¬ 
ington anil Moscow, :ind to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo. 

I have. &c. 

J . H. LE ROUGE TEL. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 18 

Artie! e ia he added ia the Swp-pfe me fitary 
Fn n & a ns rn fn t La 

A.—In the event of the Majlis and the 
Senate voting separately by a two-thirds 
majority, either on their own initiative or 
on that of the Government, for the neces¬ 
sity of revising one or more of [he articles 
of the Constitution or of the Supplemen¬ 
tary Fundamental Laws, and of His 
.Majesty the Shah confirming the opinion 
of the two Chambers, a Constituent 
Assembly will be convoked by Imperial 
decree. 

R.—The Constituent Assembly will be 
(< an posed of a number of members equal to 
the total membership of the Mljlis and the 
Senate combined. The Constituent 
Assembly elections will k- conducted in 
accordance with a law to be approved by 
both Chambers. The toinpeietnc of this 
Assembly will be limited to the revision of 
the article or art ides indicated by the two 
Chambers and confirmed by His Majesty 
the Shah, l he decisions of t he Consti tuent 
Assembly will fie taken on n majority of 
two-thirds of the total number of members 
and will be put into execution after the 
agreement uf Ills Majesty the Shah has 
been obtained. 

C, —This article does not refer to any of 
the articles of the Constitution and the 
Supplementary Laws relating to the Holy 
religion of Islam or to the Ja fariyyeh Set t 
of iLhni 1 Ashariyyeh (the Doctrine of the 
Twelve Imams) which is the official religion 
of the State, or to the tbinstiiwt tonal 
Monarchy of Persia. Itolh of these being for 
ever immutable and not susceptible of any 
alto mail ve i nterpretat ion. 

D. —The 10th Majlis and the Senate, 
which will lie constituted after the mtih- 
catiou of the present article, will, ax soon 
as their session logins, proceed to revise 
articles 4. ,1 and fi of the f'muuuinn and 
iilmy article 7 and the interpret at inn 
thereof. They will also undertake the 
revision of article 8 of the Constitution 
and article 49 of the Supplementary' Laws 
with due regard to the past and to any 
legislation which may have been passed on 
the subjects with which they deal For 
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this work of revision, the two Chambers 
will sit together under the presidency of 
the President of the Senate, the necessary 
amendment king approved by :i majority 
vote of two-thirds of the total of the mem¬ 
bers of both Chambers. Amendments will 
then be confirmed by His Majesty the Shah, 
signed with the Imperial signature and 
become valid and effective. 


Enclosure 2 in No. IS 
A rticte 4H tin .4 m ended 

(oi The Shah can dissolve the two 
Chambers either separately or together. 
In either care, the reason for rh<? dissolu¬ 
tion should be given hi the royal decree 
which should at the same time contain 
orders for new elections. 

Cj) The new elections should kgin with¬ 
in one month of the date of the issue of the 
decree and the Chamber or Cintmkrs 
should assemble within three months of 
the same date. 

(r) The Chamber as reconstituted after 
the dissolution will sit Fur a whole new 
term, not merely for the time remaining to 
complete the term of the dissolved 
Chamber. 

(//) The new Chamber or Chambers can¬ 
not be dissolved for the same reason as 
their predeceasors. 

(e) In the event of the two (’handlers not 
agreeing upon a measure nr Bill referred 
twice by one Chamber to the other, a mixed 
commission composed of un equal number 
■ if members from both Chambers will 
examine the point nl issue and present a 
report to kith Chambers 

(/) I f the Senate and the Majlis approve 
the mixed coituoiasirin s report, the measure 
in question will be submitted to the 
Sovereign for his signature 

(ti) I f the two Chambers do not agree on 
the mixed commission s report, the puiut 
aL issue will be submitted to the Shah. If 
the Shall agrees with the opinion expressed 
by the Majlis, lie will give orders for the 
measure to be pul into effect. 

(A) In the contrary case, Lhe matter will 
remain in stksjtemc for six months If 
necessary, at the expiration of this period 
it pay be submitted to one of the two 
Chambers as a new measure or Bill. 

(i) Article 48 mud any other article of 
the Cons^tution of 14th Ziqadeh* 1824 
(liOth December, 1506) and the Sup piemen 
lary Laws which muflirt with the present 
article are hereby amended. 

D 











34 


\otes by Tranaiitior 

Sate i —Wbtrre the word Majli* uctatt 
in the above, it refers to the National 
Legislative Assembly 

\ott II - The interpretation of article 7 
referred to in 1 (Mi above waa that 
approved on Tali Jumadi A! Avval, 3 329 
(Lunar)—filh May, 191 L It reads as 
follows :•— 

r l. The two-third? of the members of 
i he Majlis and the three-quarters 
mentioned in article 7 refer to two- 
thirds and three-quarters of the 
members present in the capital 
provided the number of the mem¬ 


bers present is sufficient to make it 
legal for the Majlis to ait. 
r2j The meaning of the last lenience of 
article 7 to the effect that a majority 
vote is obtained only when more 
than half of those present record 
their votes is that rejection or 
approval of a measure pm before 
lhi- House is only achieved when 
iilmi'l than half those present vote 
for the rejection or approval of that 
measure, 

\ i5^ r /// - The numbering and lettering 
given above does not appear in the original 
and is (ml v inserted for easy reference 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

PERSIAN AMBASSADOR 

Negotiations between the Persian Government and the Anglo-Iranian 

Oil Company 

,1/ r. Be tin to Sir J. Le liouaefrt (T tit ran) 


(No. 113, Confidential) F ortign Ojju',e r 
yir f iBi'A May, 1949. 

I saw the Persian Ambassador this 
evening at his request. M. Rais said he had 
been instructed by his Prime Minister to 
inform me that die discussions in Tehran 
between the Persian delegation and 
Kir William Fraser, chairman of the 
A IOC, had unfortunately not resulted 
in an agreement on the basis on which 
the company's payments to the Persian 
Government should l>e calculated in 
future. 

32. The Persian Government considered 
they were entitled to 50 per cent. of the 
gross profits of the A.l.O.C, and their 
delegation had made various other propo- 
sals to the company in regard to Traniani- 
nation, the sale price nf the company's 
products wiihin Persia and the Govern¬ 
ment s right to inspect the company's 
a 11 taints Ac In an endeavour to come to 
an agreement with the A.l.O.C- the Persian 
Government had waived whim deration of 
them* proposals for the time being and had 
agreed to ampt the company's offer of an 
overall payment of E18 f 75O,0Qfi for 1948 
provided the company nn their part 
guaranteed that their future annual pay¬ 
ments would raol he less than this amount 
Sir William Fraser had nut been able to 
accept this proposal 


3. M. Rais went on to say that the 
Persian Government had gone as far- as 
they could to meet the company s proposals. 
If Sir Wiliam Fraser still maintained, 
after the expiry of the two weeks' period 
within which it had l*en agreed that the 
Persian Government and the company 
should communicate to one another their 
firm I vie ws on the proposals which had been 
discussed in Tehran, that the romp any 
could nol increase their present offer, the 
Persian Government would regretfully have 
no alter native but to refer the matter to 
arbitration. The Persian Government wish 
to place it on record that in their view the 
company would alone be responsible for 
such a result, 

4 I told the Persian Ambassador that I 
bad taken note of hit? Prime Minister’s 
message His A1 a jest y ’ a (lovern me nt ooul d 
not, of (ivitrse, lake anv part in these nego¬ 
tiations, but I regretted that the talks in 
Tehran should have ended without decision. 

a I am sending copies of Ibis despatch to 
His Majesty's representatives al Washing 
tort, Moscow, Cairo, Bagdad, Jedd% Beirut 
and Amman, to the Political Resident at 
Bahrein and the B M E.O. T Cairo, 

T am, Ac. 

ERNEST KEVIN, 
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PERSIAN SENATE LAW 


Approval by the Majlis 

SirJ, Lt Rouihtt! to Mr Be tin, [ReceiteJ 19/A May* 


(No. 188) Tehran, 

Sir. lit I May, 1949. 

With reference to my telegram No. 363 
of ">ih May. I have the honour to transmit 
to you herewith a transit!lion of the new 
Senate l^aw aa approved by the Majlis on 
4th May This law correspond* exact R 
with the draft tabled by the Minister of 
the Interior, Dr. Iqbal, on 7th April when 
hr withdrew the original draft lying 
niicoiuiidered by the Majlis. The draft 
passed through commission utid wa> 
debated by the Majlis on 3rd May when 
the debate was adjourned for lack of a 
quorum On 4th May. however, it was 
accorded double urgency and passed. 

2. Basically the new law eon forms to 
the articles of the Constitution regor ling 
the Senate: it is to lx? composed of six tv 
members, half appointed by (he Shah and 
half elected hy the people, half of each 
category being from Tehran and hulf from 
the province*. The internal regulations of 
the Senate are, however, to lie approved by 
the Senate itself and not hy the Majlis, as 
is required by article 44 of the Constitu¬ 
tion. It appears that the requirement of 
article 45 of the Constitution that 
Senators should be, fw ter alia, " orthodox,'" 
is cancelled by the now Senate law. A 
proposal in the Majlis that the word 
*' Muslim " should be added to article 9 
of the new law regarding qualifications 
for Senators was approved but when the 
draft i nine to be voted on no mention was 
made of this amendment and 1 am 
informed by one of the clerks of the Majlis 
that the word " Muslim " does not. in fact, 
appear in the official text. There is no 
provision for special representation of the 
minority religions as in the Majlis and 
there is no religious qualification required 
of voters, 

3. Voting for the Senate is to be in two 
stages In the first sLagi* the public will 
elect ten times (live times in the case of 
Tehran) the number of Senators to he 
elected from each district and the success¬ 
ful candidates at this stage will form a 
small electoral college to elect within ten 
days the number of Senators required 
The procedure laid down for the casting 
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of votes in the first stage of the voting is 
the same ns that projn.*ed in the recently 
tabled Bill amending the electoral law for 
the Majlis ; on arrival at the polling- 
station the voters will receive a specially 
stamped voting-paper on which they will, 
Mi the polling-booth, write the names of 
■heir favourer 1 cunilidatcs and which they 
will then cast in the ballot-box under the 
eye of the supervising committee. This is 
' Iearly designed V • introduce a literacy 
lv>\ which has been warmly urged hy the 
press of late and which is understood to S»j 
sj.HUisiifr.nl hy the 8hah 

4. Senators will normally fie eletted, or 
appointed by the Shah, for six years, but 
after the first three years hal f of the elec ted 
and half of the appointed Senators will lie 
retired by ballot and will be replaced hy 
fresh elections or appointments as the care 
may be. 

5, 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington and Moscow, and to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo, 

I have, Ac. 

J, H. LE ROUGETEL. 


Luc Insure in No 20 

Senate BiU A ^proved hy the ituflie an 
4 th May, 1949 

In view* ol the fact lIsaE the Govern men t 
considered .vitain amendments necessary 
in order to eoxqjlete the Bill for Senate 
elect inns previously submitted to but not 
yet approved hy the Majliap the Govern¬ 
ment have therefore withdrawn that Bill 
and su in nit ted this Bill with single urgency 
and aak for approval of Lt 

Prime Minister: 

MUHAMMAD SA ID. 

Minister of the Interior: 

DOCTOR IQBAL. 

CUAPTKH 3.— Henerat 

Art;rlr L—The number of members of 
the Senate is, in accordance with article 
43 of the Conati union, sixty of whom 
thirty are, in accordance with article 45 
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of the Constitution, appointed by Imperial 
finnan and the other thirty elected by the 
people. 

i rtide 2—In accordance with article 45 
of the Constitution* fifteen of the members 
of the Senate appointed by His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah must be residents of 
Tehran and the other fifteen of the other 
province? and boroughs. 

Artist* 3.—The allocation of the other 
thirty members of the Senate who are 
elected by the people should be as 
fi cl lows :■— 

f ifteen by the people of Tehran and 
fifteen by the people of the other provinces 
and boroughs according to the table 
annexed to this law. 

Article 4 The election of members of 
the Senate throughout the country shall be 
in two Mages 

In (he first stage nf el Elions a relative 
majority and in the second round of elev 
lions an absolute majority is valid except 
in the cast' of the latter part of article 24 
of this law, 

In the event of a tie between two or more 
persons the number of persons needed for 
the first stage w ill be drawn by lot. 

Article a.—Electors art- not obliged to 
choosi- members whom they elect to the 
Senate from residents of their own district 


Chapter 2. — Condition# for dedans 

Artich fi.—Male nationals of Persia 
have the right to vote on the following 
conditions ; — 

(i) they are at least *B years old; 

(ii) they art resident in the electoral 
district of have been domiciled 
there for six months before the time 

of the elections. 

\riiclt 7 - The under-mentioned people 
arc deprived of the right to vote, although 
they may fulfil the conditions laid down in 
article Hi- 

fi) persona under supervision or 
guardianship; 

(ii) persons rnudenmed for crimes or 
mi^demeanours, or those deprived id 
civt] rights and not yet reinstated. 

I rth'h s,—Mt*n and officers of the land, 
st^n a ltd air ftuyes and inert and officers of 
the police and gendarmerie (except officers 
nn the retired list) do not form pari of the 
electorate. 


Chapter ii .—{Jtmditiom for persons 
elected 

ArticU 9.—Male nationals of Persia ful¬ 
filling the following conditions have ihe 
right to be elected ;— 

(i) they are well-known nr resident in 
their constituency: 
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(it) they are not less than 4b years old; 
(iii) they are known to be honest and 
Upright and well-informed, regard¬ 
ing the louniry s affairs. 

1 rficlt to —People may lie elected to the 
Senate ii. in addilion to the conditions set 
forth above, they are in one of the follow¬ 
ing categories : — 

First rank of ulemas—persons who 
have previously lieeis Deputies in at 
lead three Majlisses— person? who have 
reached the rank of Minister of the 
ITowm ambassador, us tan d a r, president 
or progenitor of a court or president of 
subsidiary judicial service—retired 
senior officers of the armed forces 
(brigadier, major-general, general)— 
university professors of at least ten years 
standing. 

Persons with at least twenty years 
service who have readied the rank of 
minister plenipotentiary or acting 
head or deputy of si Government depart¬ 
ment, 

L&nd-owners or merchants who pay at 
least 500,00b rials in direct taxation 
per annum—lawyers of the first grade 
on condition that they have been lawyers 
for fifteen years if they have their 
doctorate, otherwise twenty years legal 
or judicial ex}>e lienee. 

, | rf trie l1—The ii ruler-mentinned per- 
fiom arc debarred from being elected even 
though they fulfil she conditions laid down 
in article Ed i— 

(i) Government officials in the area of 
their jurisdiction; 

(iij persons condemned for crimes or 
misdemeanours or to loss of civil 
rights without having regained 
t hem; 

(iii) persons under supervision or 
guardianship. 

The provision* of this article, with the 
exception of the first part of it, and simi¬ 
larly the provisions of article? 9 and 10 
chilli he observed by persons appointed by 
His Imperial Majesty 


Chapter 4 .—Condition s for Superridng 
Com m it tees 

A rticli \ k 2 —In the capital city of each 
electoral district as defined to the table 
annexed n this law the local governor will 
immediately upon receipt of the Minister 
of the Interior's instructions convene a 
commission composed of himself, the 
president of the highest local court and the 
head of the municipal ■ ouncil. This com¬ 
mission will nominate for im itation by the 
governor twemy-four fteoplc of the six 
estates (ulema, nobles, land owners, mer¬ 
chants, artisans and peasants) and twelve 
local worthies who possess the qualifica¬ 
tions^ of voters. If thetv is in that plate 
no municipal council in existence the head 
of the previous council or one of the local 
notables shall lie invited. 

As soon as those invited asst-ruble, they 
shall meet and elect from their own num¬ 
ber or from outside by secret ballot and 
relative majority nine persons as members 
and nine as subs unite members. At this 
election the presence of two-thirds of the 
invited jiemms insufficient. 

Wr i, -As soon as the members of the 
committee have l>cen a p; min Led the 
above-mentioned commimHbp is dis¬ 
solved 

Vott 2 ,—The local governor must within 
five days of the date of arrival of the 
Minister of the Interior's instruct ions 
convene the central supervising loin 
mittee and notify the Minister of the 
I nterior of the members of it. 

Note 3.—None of the members or sub¬ 
stitute members of the central 
supervising committee or of the sub- 
ittniniiitees may offer htinselt as a 
candidate in that district, 

Art id' 13.—After establishing its 
presidential body the central supervising 
committee will at oruc and on the list 
annexed to ihh law, appoint sub Lommit 
toes These subcommittees will be charged 
with and responsible for the elections in 
their own district. To ibis end they will 
lhrough the central farmander and bakhtsh- 
dura give instruction* for sub-committees 
to elected according to article 12 of this 
low In districts where the formation of 
sub iximmi trees at cording to article 12 of 
this law is difficult the central committee 
shall, with the agreement of the farmandar 
of that place, appoint nine of the local 
worthies of that plate to form a sub¬ 
committee 
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A rticle 14 —The contents of articles 17; 
ITS. 19, X), 22, 23. 24, 26 27 and 2S of the 
present law regarding Majlis elections 
shall l»e observed in elections to the Senate, 
but in no district may the period fixed for 
the issuing of electoral vouchers find the 
taking of votes be less ihan otic day or more 
than three 

Chapter 5, — Mann? r of Issuing Electoral 
Vouchers out! Taking of Votes 

A rtich fb—As stxm a* the central 
supervising committee has been formed and 
it has ii pointed the subcommittees. it 
shall issue formal notice through the inter- 
median of the officials of the farmasdari 
throughout the electoral district from 
three to five days before the beginning of 
voting according to the importance of the 
place. The above-mentioned notice shall 
contain the following points;— 

(i) The phue where the committee will 
meet and the rimes fixed for the 
issuing nf electoral vouchers and 
Like collection of votes. 

(ii) The qualifications required of elec¬ 
tors and elected. 

(iii) The number of Deputies to be 
elected, 

(iv) Arrangements for receiving elec - 
(oral vouchers for voting, with the 
explanation that voting must he 
set ret . Therefore, as soon as the 
voter has entered the tommitteeA 
MNRii, after he has produced his 
identity card and established his 
identity and received a ballot-paper 
bearing a s [axial mark supplied by 
the Ministry of the Interior in HUtii- 
L'ient quantities and left at the 
disposal csf the supervising commit - 
ices and sub-committees and bearing 
the seal of the central committee. he 
then writes his vote in the room 
aUc»cated by the committee for the 
writing of votes, folds it and casts 
it into the ballot-box in the presence 
of the committee and leaves the 
room, 

(’ m apt n r 6, —C‘mtnt iit tr of Votes and Drter 
ruination of Per sms elected 

Article 16. —The total number of person* 
elected in (he first stage for each of the 
electoral districts in the annex lire to this 
law shall lie in the rase of Tehran five 
times and in the case of other districts ten 
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times I he number of members to be elected 
to the Semite from that district. 

in tile regulations for the execution of 
tbi> law which must tn* approved by the 
Cabinet the Ministry of the Interior is 
required lo divide the number <if pernm* 
elected in rite first stage among the sub¬ 
ordinate districts, having regard to their 
population, in such a way that the total of 
person- elected in the first stage >n one 
electoral district is five ur ten times the 
number of menders to lie elected from that 
district. 

Arttck 17 The u r range merits for the 
taunting of votes shall lie the same as those 
laid down in articles 29, 3(1, 31, 32 and 33 
of the present electoral law for the 
National Consultative Assembly. 

Arikh 1h Immediate! 1 , after the 
counting of the votes the president of the 
supervising committee shall establish and 
announce in a loud voice those persons 
elected in the lined stage who are to be 
elected from that district and who have an 
absolute or relative majority. 

The voting papers shall be kept until the 
dissolution of the committee and them with 
the cm cptinn of papers to lx: attached lo 
tht j firfH'f# trrbttl, destroyed in the presence 
nif the farmandar and all the local 
worthies. 

Ai'dcli lit—The supervising suh-com 
mi trees will count the votes in the same 
manner as prescribed for the central 
committees and immediately the president 
of the coin mi tier will ascertain and 
announce in a loud voice the persons defied 
in [lie Jim stage, to the number of persons 
who uiv to 1 kp elected in that district and 
having an absolute or relative majority. 

The prows r> rbol of the elections must 
lie signed by the supervising committee and 
he *ent to the central committee so that, 
having regard to the j/roefa r, rbuu r of rhe 
elections in all the plates under that dts 
iriei, ihe person* elected in the first «tagp 
mnv In- nsiei'inined and announced 

AriicL 2*).— If any supervising -oh 
lomniittct fails to send in the pror* - m bnl 
'd its elci tinii within the perind specified 
lo the mund superviring committee 1 1n- 
kilter will declare 1 llic elect ions in that area 
to be ended and wilt determine' the result of 
them Inn this procedure will not deprive 
the electors of that subordinate disiriut of 
their right pn»lesi 

Artirh' 21 —3f in an electoral district 
'■nc or more subordinate disc riels have not 
carried cm their elections in the timi* 
sjxa ified by the .eittra! supervising com¬ 


mittee, they will forfeit their right to 
participate in Lhe elections and the elections 
of the other areas in that district will be 
valid without them. 

A rtich 22 .—The secretary of the central 
supervising committee will prepare the 
p/m-rt rrrbfil of the first stage elec I ion* in 
two copies which will he signed by the 
farm a ndar and i he member*! of the super¬ 
vising committee. One copy will be given 
In ilk- farina hcUiri and the other copy will 
be semi through it to the Ministry of the 
Interior, 

A rdeie 23.—As soon as the result of the 
first stage of the elections in the whole 
district is ascertained the farmander of 
the place will inform the persons elected 
in the fust stage m writing lhal within 
ten days, on the day appointed they must 
be present in I he fariiumdart su (hat they 
can i.-iirry out the ret mid stage of the 
elections. 

Arikh 24.—The second stage of the 
elections lakes place in (he following 
manner : — 

That mi tuber of persons elated in the 
first stage who within ten days arc present 
in the centre of their electoral district 
assemble together with the local fannandar 
and the public prosecutor of the highest 
court and the president of the local muni 
cipal council and hv secret vole appoint 
from among themselves by an absolute 
nmjoriiy the number who are to lie 
appointed member* of the Senate from that 
dist riel. 

If after two ballots no one of these 
elated in the first stage has an absolute 
majority in the third ballot, relative 
majority will Inr sufficient. Tn the event 
of a tie the voting will Is 1 decided by 
drawing lots. 

Nora—In the evens of several of those 
elected in lIic fii>[ stage not bung 
present on the appointed day in *pite 
of the invitation and announcement, 
it the number present in two- l birds of 
[host* chicled the election shall take 
plate nub the absent member shall lose 
his rights because of his absence. 

I rfirtr 25,—-As soon ;is the refund stage 
i'f the election* is finished the farmandar 
will draw up the proa fa rr rbirf of the 
elections in three copies which will he 
aligned bv him, (he public prosecutor and 
the president of fhe municipal counciL 

One copy of it shall Is- kept in the 
fnrmandari the second eopy shall be sent 
tn the Ministry of the Interior and the 
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third copy sent to the Senate secretariat 
til rough the intermediary of the Ministry 
of the Interior. 

The name nr names of die elected shall 
be announced by the (oca! fa inlander 
immediately after the second stage of the 
elect ions. 


CuAPTElt 7 —Protests about th* Elect ion# 

A rtirl? 26.—The stibstarnre of articles 4<>, 
41, 43 .'iinl 44 of the present law for elec¬ 
tions for die National Consultative 
Assembly must also r* observed in respect 
of torn plaints against the election of mem- 
here of the Senate 

1 rfiitr 27 —Persons having complaints 
against the elections or against (he siqicr- 
vising committee can rend lheir mm pi aims 
to the Senate recrciarint before the opening 
of the Senate. 

After the opening of the Senate i om 
plaints can only lie -sent during the first 
week. 

t*HATTEk >.— Mhwllitneous Artlrhs 

Arikh 28.—Credentials signed l*y the 
mem here of [ho supervising committee and 
iln- local farnuitnlar must be given to 
elected lo the Senate. There 
credentials shall Ik submitted to the 
Senate secretariat. 

Artieh 2U—Membership of the Senate, 
whether for those members appointed by 
die Shah or for those ehn ted by the: people, 
shall be For six solar years (except for that 
number who retire after the first direr 
years according to the drawing of lots). At 
the ltd of die first three year* half of the 
membership is revised in this wav : at the 
conclusion of the first three-year period 
half of the members of the Senate 
appointed by the Shah and half of those 
elected! by the people retire according to 
the drawing of lots atul their Huuf^irs 
are Appointed or elected in accordant* with 
this law After that, when the six years 
membership of any inemlier has ended a 
new appointment shall lie made nr a new 
election held The provisions of this 
article shall also tie observed when the 
Senate i« rv opened after dissolution. 

A rikk :t0 — Any member (if the Senate 
who retires from ihe Senate under (he fore 
going lUTiele can be appointed or elected 
again. 

I rtirfu 31.—.Aft toon as two-thirds of all 
the members of the Senate are pursent in 
Tehran, the Senate shall l*e opened by the 
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Shah and its majority decisions shah be 
valid. 

Arikh 32 —The six-year term begins 
from the day of die opening of the Senate. 
But in the care of the members appointed 
or elected under article 29 their six year* 
membership slui.ll he reckoned from the day 
of tlie approval of their credential*. 

Irliiti 33.—As ireon os the iSeuatc has 
been opened and has elected its letnporarv 
offitere ti shall begin the rerutiny of the 
credentials uf its elected member*. 

A ft-hi*. 34 —If one or mure of the elected 
Sen a tors die or resigti earlier than a year 
before (fie end nf lheir |>eriod of tnember- 
shifj remaining, in dial rare the person 
with a relative majority after the resign¬ 
ing or deceased Seiianir on the list of the 
ten people elected fu the second stage of 
the elections shall 1)0 Heeled in place of the 
re-igmng or dccemred henator for the 
remainder of his pericxl of memborship. 

If the (Icceared or resigning ^Senator is 
nne of those appointed hv die Shah, imtne 
dlately the Ministry nf the Interior shall, 
independently or at the request uf die 
presir lent of tile Senate, report the facts to 
the Shah so that in the event of more than 
uni 1 vt-ar remaining r*> the end of the 
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deceased or resigning RenatorT period of 
niemberehip a ^uc-t^sor to him may i>e 
appointed. 

In such a case the period of membership 
nf this person shall lie for the remainder of 
the period of jneitibership of the (hx^ased 
ur resign in y; Senator 

l rtirk 35.—The Senate can begin its 
discussions with whatever number are 
prerent at the opening of the session but 
voting will le possible only when more thnn 
half of the mem tiers prerent in the capital 
are present. Decisions slid I be taken by 
a majority of votes of the members voting, 

dr/tWc 36 ,— Members of the Semite shiill 
enjoy (he immunity mentioned in article 12 
of the Constitution, 

Artirh 37 -The Shah shall open the 
new session of die Senate which begins 
every year mi 14th Mihr And which finishes 
at ihe end of Khurdml During each 
session the Senate may lie adjourned by the 
Shah onoc ouh for a period not exceeding 
one inuiith. 

A rtirh SS.—The Deputies to the Senate 
(Senators) may on (he Government‘a pro¬ 
posal and by Imperial farnmn accept an 
honorary l ioveriimcni post. 

.1 rtirb 39 —The Senate shall approve 
its own internal regulations and put them 
into effect in due course. 

n* 2 
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Stria! 


iVo. to Ac 

Centre tij 

.Vo, 

Electoral District 

Elected 

Electoral Doiriei - 

L 

Tehran ,,, ... ... . 

15 

Trhran 

2. 

Qaivin, Zsnjj'i, Qum. Saveli. Mahakil. Gulpidigun 

1 

Qazvcn 

3. 

Tabriz, Ahar, Ardibil, KfulJJial. Maragheh, Motigiin 

2 

Tabriz 

4. 

Rizaiyeh. Mahabad, Khu'iy. Maltu ... . 

1 

Riza’iyvh 

5. 

Kriminslliih. Sunjftduj. Shuliahad, ILlffl, Ga uh, 
Suqqi/. 

Saqqfc 

1 

Kerman', hah 

6, 

Humutian. Arak, Malay.ir, Nahavand . 

1 

Hamadan 

7. 

Khumnnabad, tfurujind, Ahwair. Shudilar, Dirful, 
Djiht Mi^tian. K.huruim<hahr + Abadan h Bihbahan 

1 

Ahwmic 

8. 

Siiira/., K.i/irun, Kimzabad, llushire, Fasa, Abddch, 
i. ir, Jahnim, Utaiibanat 

*i 

Shiraz 

9. 

k ctin a n.. Ekindar Ahbas, Sirj.uv Biim T Jirufl p Z.Lhi(Ian, 
Iranshihr, Sara van, Chafabahar 

1 

Kerman 

Eft 

RcJlii. Bandar PUhlavj, ijhijait, FumanaE. Tavatoh 

1 

Rvshi 

il 

Sari, Babul, Amu! Shalli, Shaiisavar, tJurpn, 
S.mnuu. Damghan, Sh»ihrud. Damavand 

1 

Sari 

12. 

Meshed, Subzivar. Birjand. Tuatmi-i-HJidari, 
Xi’shabur, Quchuni, liujnurd, Gunabiid, Firdau’. 
Kj^hmab, Zabut 


M e&hcd 

13. 

Kfjiiaiu Shuli rkurd, ShahtiAu, t/Lfidiin, Yazd. 
ArdaVan, KasEian 

t 

Isfahan 


E 7687/1015/34 No. 2i 

ELECTIONS FOR THE PERSIAN SENATE 

Sir J. Lt Hottfi Ul to Mr. Berin (Recticad m l‘AnsJttm\ 


{No. '207) Tehran. 

Rir, 21^jf June, 1940. 

I have the honour to inform you that on 
J5th June tht 1 shah signed an Imperial 
format* ordering the election of the Senate. 
This firm&n veils duly transmitted hy the 
Prime Minister to the Minister of the 
Interior who brought it to the notice of die 
public on the following day. tilth June. 
The election of the Senate wilt tie conducted 
in accordance with the Senate Law T the 
passing of which hy the Majlis I reported 
in nv despatch No 188 of 17tb May, 
alt hough the Majlis has not finally approved 
ivriEiin amendments belatedly proposed hy 
the I Government in regard to the representa¬ 
tion of certain religious minorities and to 
the mrLhod of selecting Tehran settalorv 

2, The literacy qualification which was 
accepted in the Senate Law almost without 
discussion, has proved a serious tttutnbli De¬ 
block in the way of the amendment of the 
electoral procedure fur the 16th Majlis 
desired by the Shah and the Government. 
On 1 StJi May the Minister of the Interior 
presented the Hill to ihe Majlis and under 
the " single urgency " procedure it was nt 
* in<® re for m E r ■ Cotiuni t Lift-. Here a rt it le 
H which is similar to article 15(iv) of the 
Senate I#*w, encountered determined qppo- 
idtinn This article as drafted provides 
that the elector shall secretly write the name 
of the candidate whom he favours or] a 


specially provided piece of paper handed 
to him at the polling-station, The 
opponents of this feature of the Rill 
profK)sed. and earned by seven voles to live, 
an amendment to the effect that electors 
should ^identify themselves at the polling 
stations not by means of their ordinary 
identity cards but by the special electoral 
rancher provided for in the existing law on 
Majlis elections. Further they proposed 
that if these vouchers could not be printed 
in lime for the Iffth Majlis elect inns--and 
indeed they cannot—all the provisions 
relating to literacy and the secret vote 
should remain in abeyance until the elec¬ 
tions fur the I7lh Majlis. This is. of course, 
a transparent device on the pari of some 
of the present Majlis to thwart the Shah's 
desire for electoral reform and to secure 
their own re-election, h has been roundly 
condemned by rlu press as a whole, 

3, The Hill together with the Committee a 
report, came up fur discussion in the Majlis 
on fiib dune when articles 1 and 2 relating 
to electoral supervisory committees anil the 
local.commissions which appoint them were 
approved On 12th June the Majlis was 
able to pass article 3 which requires the 
nomination of candidates—a -fundamental 
innovation in the electoral procedure—and 
the j>ayrnenl by them of a deposit of 12,000 
rials to lie forfeited if tilth do not obtain 
eight per cent, of the votes cast (This sum 
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is regarded as ui fling compared with the 
cost of buying a seat under the old pro¬ 
cedure) A Hide 4 which si ipu lutes that the 
elections shall take place on the same day 
throughout the country and article 5 con¬ 
cerning the supply of specially marked 
voting-papers hy the Ministry of the 
Interior followed cm I4(h dune, but when 
the discussion of article 6 broached on 
the same day the session immediately l>e- 
cai&e stnnny At the next session on Ifiili 
June ( which was interrupted by the visit of 
the Regent of Iraq to the Majlis) M. 
Taqizadeh pointed out that the object of 
the original article 6 was not to create a 
distinction between literate and illiterate 
but to enable voters to know something of 
what they were voting for. This point has 
teen taken up by the newspapers, amongst 
which the semi-official Ittilu'at is specially 
vociferous, emphasis!ng that the object of 
article li is not to deprive ibe illiterate of 
the vote since such people can easily learn 


to -write the name of their favoured can¬ 
didate hut to ensure that the vote really is 
free and secret. 

4 At the following session un 10th June 
Mr, Matin Daftari proposed that if elect¬ 
oral vouchers had not been issued by the 
lime of the elect ions, voters should produce 
their identity cards instead. This was in 
effect a reversion in the original article 5 
mid ici the voting it was rejected by fifty- 
three votes to forty-six, After thi^ vote 
the Majlis went on to other business and it 
appears likely that the Government is ir- 
* organising its forces lniforc having the con¬ 
troversial article brought up for disviiHaion 
again. 

b. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to MM Majesty V Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton ami Moscow and to the British Middle 
Last i Mice, Cairo, 

I have. Ac 

J. H Lk liOrGKTEI. 


E 7947/ 10393/34 No. 22 

VISIT OF THE REGENT OF IRAQ TO PERSIA 

Sir ,/ f, r Ronoetrl to M •. Bvtiiti [Rf'rt h:?d /d June\ 


(Xu, 232) Tjt&mn* 

Sir. 28 /h June, 1049, 

1 have the honour to inform you that His 
Huy at Highness the Amir Abdul Ill ah, 
Regent and Crown Prince of Iraq, arrived 
in Tehran by s|>es ini aircraft on the morn¬ 
ing of Uih June on n Scale visit to this; 
country. He 1 was met at Mihrabad Aero¬ 
drome hy His Imperial Majesty the Shah, 
and then went to the SahaJiqaranieh Palate 
north of Tehran when* ho was act oro- 
tiiothrtod with his suite during his stay in 
Tehran. 

2 A full programme was arranged for 
the Regent iu Teh run—so full indeed Lhat 
H was the subject of comp hi ini by some 
members of his suite. The Shah held an 
" ial reception for him at the Sa'dabad 
Pal ace on the evening of 15th June to whic h 
all neiuliers of the diplomatic corps and a 
a large number uf Persians were invited. 
The Prime Minister gave a dinner in his 
honour on lfith June and the Minister for 
foreign Affairs a luncheon on 17th June. 
That evening the Regent himself held a 
reception for the Shah and all the guests 
°f two nights previously. Apart from 
^lending these social fund ions the Regent 


was fully engaged in visiting the Aniueo- 
logica] Museum, the Crown Jewels, the 
Majlis, the university and a munitions 
factory, as well as spending one day watch- 
imp iitunnivres bv the 1st mid 2nd Army 
Divisions, 

3. Aster three very htis\ days the Regent 
4iiJ his suite left fur Mazandaran md the 
Caspian coa&t by train on the morning of 
lMh June, and spent three days there The 
Regent returned by train oven light on the 
20th 21st June, hut instead of flying imme¬ 
diately to Mrailed :ih planned decided to 
postpone his pilgrimage until the following 
day. Wednesday. 22iid June On tin-even¬ 
ing uf 21-4 June, a reception was given in 
Ids honour by the Mayor of Tehran, He 
tlew to Meshed and returned in one day, 
spent the night of 22nd June at the Iraqi 
Legation in Tehran and left for Bagdad 
by air on Thursday morning, 23rd June, 
lie was seen off at the aerodrome In Prince 
All Rim. 

k The date of the arrival of the Regent, 
which had originally been fixed for Itith 
June, was set back because whereas in the 
first official programme it was announced 
that the Regent would be greeted at the 
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aerodrome la Prime All Ran, the Irtnji 
Minister, Tnhain l)adri ( specially accredi¬ 
ted for the period of the visit, insisted that 
he .should lie met hv tht Shah- The Iraqi 
view prevailed, and tlie Court indued a 
communique stating that in the interests of 
friendship the Shah had bean pleased to 
invite the Regent officially, The reasons 
for ihU ehaii^e of programme became 
generally known in Tehran and canted some 
reselltrnrot* but in thf event all passed off 
Well ain| the Iraqi Minister has since stated 
to a member of my staff that the Regent s 
visit ivas an outstanding success. His 
mission achieved, M Qndri is planning to 
return to Bagdad immediately, and he 
apparently expects to accompany the 
Regent to London in a I tout three months' 
time. 

5 While the Regent was at the Uivspinii 
the Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
M Mohaxinmad Fazil ditmuli, who had 
Accompanied him to Tehran, remained in 
the capital ami continued his talks with 
t h l' 1 'pr* i an n n i li> i r i t tes W ith I he l Vrsian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, M Ilikmat, 
he addressed a telegram to the Ministers 
fur Foreign Affairs of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan expressing the bojx 1 that these 
two Lxumtries would settle their differences 
in ;< friendly manner and in accordance 


with riie principles of Mam and the \ nited 
Nations Charter. On the morning of his 
departure (23rd June) a joint contmuniqtrf 
was issued in Tehran. tu he published brer 
in Bagdad, stating that friendly discussions 
had taken place on questions of mutual 
interest, and had ended in complete agree¬ 
ment. I decisions were taken regarding the 
strongLtoaing of cultural bonds and, regard¬ 
ing travel facilities between the twq 
countries which were agreed on close 
culiahoiutinn in international matters, and 
to reaffirm the close relations existing 
between them. They had also decided to 
elevate the status of their diplomatic 
missions to that of embassies. 

H. The Minister for Foreign Affairs told 
me tut 2nth dune that his conversations with 
M Jamali had been eminently cordial and 
satisfactory, particularly is regards the 
eti-ordination of policy' towards the Kurds, 
the suppression of Communist activities 
and plans for the final delimitation of the 
F rentier. 

7 !l am Heading copies of this, despatch 
tii IIis Majesty s Ambassadors at Bagdad 
and Ankara, and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo. 

I am, Jeer. 

J. II LK BOUGETEL. 


t ; $16B 1082/91 No, 23 

PERSIAN CLAIMS TO PERSIAN GULF ISLANDS 

(1) 


Ur B* r;',. to Sir J Le Rouge tel (Tehran) 


(No .11*2 Confidential) Foreign Office, 
(Telegraphic) 6* A July, 1949 

Your telegram No. 321 of 17th April, 
1949 I h-reian claims to Iamb and Abu 
Mute]. 


If you see no objection you should reply 
to the Persia note on the lines suggested 
in inv iiimii-duiti'H following Irlrgram 
2. There is no trace here of the letter 
referred to in paragraph 5 of the Persian 
note. Can you cIul. nlate! 


E 5168 1082 1H (2) 

Mr tlf r in to Sir J. Le Rouge tel i Tehran) 


(No, 513) Foreign Ojjfkv* 

(Telegraphic) IR/i July, 1949. 

My immediately preceding telegram 
His Majesty's Gote run tent in the United 
Kingdom have carefully examined the note 
No, 420 of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 


and observe that the present note, like the 
Persian note of 30 ih April, J93o. to which 
it refers, advaiu'es no evidence to substan¬ 
tiate the Persian claim that the islands 
have been part of the district of the Gov¬ 
ernor of Lingah, a claim which His 
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Majesty's Government many yea re ago 
examined and were unable to accept, 

2. As the Persian * loverninent are aware, 
His Majesty's Government have never in 
Lie past admitted the Persian claim to 
these islands., nor recognised that Persia 
In- Am rights in respect 6f them. In the 
absence of new evidence h> the contrary. 
His M a j teaiy s G overn me i it i here fore see 
ijo reason to depart from the view which 
has l«?en made fully dear in sir R. Clive's 
note* of rind 1934 that the islands in 
question ?.re subject to the Sheikha of 
Fhiirj.-i j aiiiJ Ras ul Khaim&h. anil: are ill 
hr j way, legally or otherwise, subject to 
the sovereignty of the Persian Government. 

3. As to iht IVrsian note <>f 31 Ith Apri 1. 
HiSS, quoted in the present note, the head 
nf Fasten] Department at the Foreign 
Office explained to ihe Persian Minister in 
London at that time that His Majesty's 
Government did not feel able to agi^ec that 
the giant, with the full approval nf His 
Majesty's Government, of a concession by 
(hr Sli.ikh of Sharjah constituted an 
infringement of the Hants qm agreement 
liejweou His Majesty 's (Government and the 
l’ersian (1 1 ivomment. Since that time \\ is 
Majesty's Government have lieen lonfident, 


in (he abseme of a»\ further ohtervatiom 
from the Persian Government, that the 
Persian Government accepted their con¬ 
tention. 

4 His Majesty's Government note that 
the l*Cman Government ratpnxate their 
desire that in the present eireum stances, 
or indeed at any time, tins question should 
not give rise u> any dispute between the 
I wo Governments, and they hope to con¬ 
vince the Persian Government in friendly 
discussion of the validity of choir routem 
tiuu that the islands arc not subject to 
Persian sovereignty; hut whilst they would 
bo willing to consider any practicable step 
tending to facilitate a settlement nf the 
matter, they nevertheless cannot ngret that 
if would be justifiable in pursuit of a 
friendly scti In input to alter the present 
status of the islands, or to deprive thetr 
present rulers of their long-established 
control. It is ap propria re also to remind 
the Mini-try for Foreign Affairs that, as 
the Persian Government were informed in 
1®05. tlie revival of the Persian claim to 
Tamb would lead His Majesty T Govern 
ment, for iheir pan. to revive ihi-i r ancient 
date on behalf of the Sheikh of Sharjah, 
to the island of Sirri. 


E 5168 1082 91 (3) 

l/r Herin to Sir J. Le ftougetet i \T^hntn) 


(Xo :>J4 Top Secret) Foreign Office, 

iTdcgruphic) 6/ h July, 1949. 

Your Lelegiam No. oil [of 23rd dune • 
Persian Gulf islands, j 

Rumours mentioned in Bahrein telegram 
No. 202 [of 17th dune . have received some 
confirmation from a top secret and entirely 
reliable source. Do yon consider it desir¬ 
able to seek art assurance from the Persian 
Government that they do not intend to 
occupy these islands by force? 

2 If so. the matter might cither lie men¬ 
tioned orally or form the subject of an 
official note. In tlie latter case it might 
conveniently form pan of the note referred 
Ui in my telegram No, 513 by the addition 


of it final paragraph "u the following 
lines ; — 

" In this connexion His Majesty'3 
(love rumen t Lbink it their duty to draw 
the attention of the Persian Government 
to rumours current on the shores of the 
Persian Gulf that the Persian Govern¬ 
ment is increasing the number of troops 
tix South Perem with the intention of 
U4^tupying eIjc islands in question. His 
Majesty’s Government rammt think that 
these niiiitJiirs are substantial, but they 
would be glad to have the assurance of 
the Persian Government that no net ion 
of the kind suggested is. in fact, in 
contemplation. 11 
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E 8525/1062/91 No. 24 

PERSIAN CLAIMS TO PERSIAN GULF ISLANDS 

Sir J Lr Rouur t* to Mr. Ifetin. {facetted Yltk July\ 


(N k 7uA >. Ct»nli 1 Jenlialj 7V hrun, 

(Telegraphic) YMh July, 1949, 

Your telegram No, 514: Islands in the 
Persian Gulf. 

I spoke to tite Minister for Foreign 
Affair* this morning (llth July) group 
Undecipherable : ? about these report*, L 
reminded him that hitherto both our 
Government* have eon .si Gently refused to 
report their respective views with regard 
to sovereignty over these and various other 
territories in the Persian Gulf, but had by 
mutual consent refrained from pressing 
their difference to u logical conclusion. 1 
con hi not believe the Persian Government 
would find the present moment suitable for 


a reversal of this long-standing policy. L 
therefore hoped the Minister would 
authorise me to assure you tluu these and 
any other similar reports were entirely 
without foundation. 

2 M. Hiknuit expressed complete agree 
lUeiil with my attitude but he asked for a 
few days to make enquiries before giving 
me the assurance which 1 had invited, 

h In the el remittances I am deferring 
action on your telegram No. 512. But if 
you still consider it essentia) to reply in 
writing w the Persian Government s note 
No, 420 I should prefer to confine myself 
to lirei two paragraphs of your telegram 

No- S13- 


K *599 it) 13 14 No. 25 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN AZERBAIJAN 
January to June 1949 

1 rfifty f f-Genera! Duudat to Mr. thrift [fitcrirtf! 14 th July) 


(No. 1*7) 

His Majesty’s Acting ronsul-General at 
Tabriz preset its his compliments to His 
I a j esty' s 3' ri ne i j ml ] Set ret a ry * >f S tale for 
Foreign Affair* mid has the honour to 
transmit to him, with reference to Tabriz 
despatch No. 9 of Slat January, HJ4fi p «. 
copy of Tabriz despateh No. 15 iff 4th *1 n!y. 

PGhto ' !k Majesty's Ambassador, Tehran, 
regarding the political situation in Azer- 
baijan, 1st .January dhth June. 1940 

Tabriz 4 th July, 1949. 


Kuel^ure in No. 25 

Potit ifa / Sir un f imi in .4 zrrhtt i ju u . 

1* l January to Jun 1040 

Azerbaijan is a fjoriodieallv isolated and 
frequently neglected province, Both the 
kola Lina and the neglect are certainly 
tell hy the inhabitants, and both were 
forced home upon them with hitler 
emphasis in the period under review The 
severe winter isolated the province from 
ifie capital, and isolated parts of the pro¬ 
vince from one another. The neglect was 
exemplified in the removal uf a fairly pop 
ular and energetic Goveruor-Gem ral. and 


the failure to see that he was effectively 
replaced (although a successor was nomina¬ 
ted) for a period of nearly three months. 
The new Governor-General, Abulfath 
Valutar (Hishmat-ud-Dowleh) arrived on 
20th June. The tragedy of Azerbaijan, 
once el leading province which for instance 
I«lasted the first printing press in Persia, is 
ihrtt it is neglected even hy many of its own 
sons, absent®* merchant* and lard lords who 
have transferred their bushieas ami 
residence to Tehran. Such is the fate of a 
frontier province whose destiny is. and for 
generations ha* Ihk+ii. hound up in policies 
being worked out in the capita h of Europe 
and, in the present days, even in the United 
States, h is the unmerited fate of a pro- 
vino* which, while grumbling coutifinally 
against the cent ml government, showed 
it nan i thou s loyalty to the Crown at the time 
of the attempt on the life of the Shait- 
Tnbriz, at one time un important ecmimer- 
f iil l city on a through route to Asia Minor 
and Europe, ha*, as a result of the political 
situation aud ihe dropping of the iron cur^ 
tain, become almost n dead end. 

2. The winter iff' 1949 will be remembered 
in Azerbaijan for its extreme severity, 
rht* city of Tabriz was isolated from lb* 
metropolis. Business came to a virtual 
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standstill Contract* could not he fulfilled 
because cominuuication* were cue. 8up 
plies, even the mn*i essential, could not come 
in News itself was hard to come by since 
I he supply of newspapers front Tehran was 
cm off r a nil eh?i lth power was so weak that 
13 1 r ret ej i L iu n c • f w i re lt?s s I mi let i elk wa s ft t 
best problematical. However, it was 
ihiMtigh Tehran radio that the news of the 
attempt on the life of 11 is Imperial Majesty 
I he shah reached Tabriz. There was :m 
immediate reat'iinu of auger at the outrage, 
&ml iff loyalty to the Ciown. There was 
fiftiera! satisfaction at the suppression of 
the fudeh party, hat there was some dis- 
appointmmt at the leniency with which 
suspects were treated At the thanksgiving 
rervice For the deliverance of the Shah, 
merchant* and mullahs urged upon the 
Governor^ ieneral the necessity iff re-expel¬ 
ling deportees who hail been allowed to 
return to Azerbaijan under the Amnesty 
Law, Hardship and suffering were great 
throughout the province, and as the winter 
drew mils bleak end. the prospect of spring 
which must bring renewed incident* on the 
Russian frontier was hardly a. cheering one, 

3. Everything in Tabriz is viewed 
against the ruddy background iff the 
Russian threat, Spring came and it 
brought the expected frontier incident*, 
early in March and again on 2nd April. It 
brought also the removal of a G oven tor- 
General who, if hi* nomination in October 
iff tf 14*5 had not been n very papular one. 
hml nevertheless earned snmc popularity in 
the province by his efforts to get things 
done and to improve conditions. In the 
Givumsiaiires it is not surprising that in 
Azerbaijan M. F.ihimi's recall was quite 
generally believed to have been in accord- 
sure with desires expressed by the Russian*, 
Great interest centred murid (he closure of 
the Russian Consulates. The decision to 
(-lose them was well re-reived, although un- 
lshIv thought that their dome alone could 
remove the canker of Russian propagand¬ 
ist* and agents who would remain behind. 
The Russian Consul* from Ardflbil and 
Reznieh left with the Consul-General at 
Tali ri/ on tHih June and their departure 
Was followed immediately by riunnurs which 
lhey themselves doubtless had sown to the 
HTeti that the Russians would occupy 
Tabriz within a few days. Tabriz ratlin 
kink the trouble to counter these stories and 
Jhey died a natural death very rapid!} 

4. Towards the end of ihe period under 
rev tew a certain restlessness was diacftrnibk 
Ri the province and the administrative 


authorities themselves showed some nervous- 
ness hy the rapidity of their reaction 
to cireuinstance. The bread situation 
deteriorated steadily, 1‘rices rose and 
quality ih>g£?nerated. There were disturb¬ 
ances m Maraguh. and trouble ivas reported 
in Ardehd ami Ahar, although the lanT- 
mentioned refiort was subsequently proved 
u> he unfounded Still, it wus significant 
thpir when a dying man was brought in 
frem A lute, his death was forthwith pop- 
ih'irly attributed to assault hy n hungry 
mob. The depressing aspect of the bread 
shortage (and it applies to other commodi¬ 
ties such as sugar which is he kite rime of 
writing u]> to forty-five rials a kilo as wiin- 
pared to the official price of seventeen rials) 
is that the shortage is ficticious There is 
plenty of flour in the province, but it has 
gone underground and the local authorities 
arc quite unable to bring it out Until the 
lower grades of the administration are 
cleaned up the authorities will remain 
impotent in such matters. In desperation, 
the Acting Governor-Gener;d has a>Aed iMr 
a reserve stock nf wheat from Tehran* to Ih" 
stored in tint silos he-re. 

5 About the same time rumours of the 
activities of the Kurds and of Mol Eft 
Mustafa liecame mure and more picvalciti. 
There were reports of the entry into Fereia 
of armed Barzanis Iraqi force* were 
alleged tu have had a (dash with die follow* 
ere ol MulJjj Mustafa, and r[ 111111111 ' had it 
that leaflets were dropped iu Iraqi Kurdi¬ 
stan h\ aircraft, calling upon Kurdish 
chieftains to declare themselves fur or 
against MuiEu Mustafa. None of the pam¬ 
phlets wfts produced as evidence. 

6. We have said tluu the pixmiue is 
neglected, and that its destiny is shaped in 
foreign capitals. Both these points are 
very important in n review of the political 
situation in Azerbaijan If the second 
point is true, and it. is proposed in a moment 
to demonstrate that it then it is crimin¬ 
ally negligent of the centra! government to 
admit the continuation of cireumatauces 
which make the former point indisputably 
true There can be no doubt ihsit ever since 
the establishment, life and culhi|Lse of tiic 
Democrat regime in Azerbaijan the Rus¬ 
sians have continued to blow hot ami told 
<ni Lhe province* dragging it into the realm 
of world politics. The existence' »>f their 
so-called indcpeiident Kurdish republic 
under Mnlbi Mustafa in the V 8S R. is a 
continual thrft&t to the security of the 






















Middle hiiat (Iraq and Turkey being in¬ 
volved as well a* Persia) which: con li>e in¬ 
flated anti dr lifted at will If it were inflated 
to hurt!tiog point, it would be a threat to 
world security. The continued rumours of 
the Mullah* impending descent upon what 
might lie tailed greater Kurdistan may lie 
(a) true, (b) an episode in the war of nerves, 
oi (i> merely a sounding out oi the feeling 
in the Kurdish province* Even although 
Russia lias suffered some setback to her 
plans iri the west and His MajestyV 
Ambassador at Morrow lms interpreted the 
administrative reshulile in Mo^-tnv a> an 
iiiiEic adiiii i.u .1 redirei lion of .Soviet atleji 
Hon to the east, it seems mil likely at present 
that Mu I la Mustafa's descent is planned 
for the immediate futil re. Such ill- 

disguised intervention in the affairs of 
countries, in two of which the western pow¬ 
ers have an enormous oil stake, would lie too 
likely l'i provoke a general conflagration, 
and this < j ij] hardly be part of the Kremlin 
plan it present Precisely Wawe of the 
oil interest of the Western Powers, Ktn 1 1- 
istau and ti ft/rfhri Azerbaijan which still 
hirs the remnants of the Democrat regime 
hanging about, form mi ideal theatre for 
the war of nerves Ji is also nerne than 
Hkelv that feeling in Kurdistan and by 
extension in nil Azerbaijan Sicenuse it 
marches, with ! Jussia. is lieing continually 
soon led nut We therefore consider that 
the Mintinued rumours of Mulln Mustafa's 
activities, while certainly an element in the 
war of nerves, are probably also designed 
to serve as a barometer of pub In opinion, 
and even as a sounding liox for tile reactions 
of (he Western Powers Azerbaijan could 
be spotlighted in world politics at a 
nmmeuts not he and .my understanding of 
the p'liiical atmosphere of Azerbaijan 
would lie incomplete unless it were borne in 
mind that it is the nullity of this threat 
rather than its greater or lesser imminence 
which is the predominant element in the 
i dlie ia I . \ 2 e ibn i j an i m i vu I 

7. ft would be a ridiculous exaggeration 
t«i suggest that what happen* in Persian 
Azerbaijan today is of any great moment 
in world affairs, but it would be equally 
ridiculous to deny that what might happen 
in Azerbaijan tomorrow might have far* 
reaching importance in world politics. It 
is therefore worthwhile hrieflv to at tempt 
to asses* the effect nf continued Russian 
propaganda in Persian Azerbaijan. This 
is no easy matter, but several points arc 
worth bearing in mind- Azerbaijan corn- 
prist 1 * several ethnological groups Both 


the Kurds and the Armenian* form 
exclusive communities amongst the Azer¬ 
baijanis, who in their turn tend to regard 
themselves as distinct from the Persians 
within the administrative frame work of 
Persia. The Kurds are open to Listen to talk 
of Kurdish independence ; the richer 
Armenians are time-servers and will take 
care to lie Oti the right side, and (Lie mass 
have close religious affinities with Russia , 
finally the Azerbaijanis themselves would 
turn no deaf ear to talk of autonomy within 
the Persian Empire- Among all this, 
fieri mps the only practical unifying 
element is the army which absorbs recruits 
speaking Kurdish, Armenian and Turki, 
uiol teaches them all to read and write Per¬ 
sian and gives them some sort of esprit tie 
Mirpfr Clearly lilts js fertile soil for 
separatist propaganda and it is un¬ 
fortunate that the Government should have 
I if aped metaphorical manure on is by their 
n#glect <>f t1 ie provinee. As agalust all tliis, 
of course, the Government hold n very 
st n i rig in id in \ he loy a 11) i ■ f A ze rba i ja n to 
the person of ihe Shah, The attempt on His 
Imperial Majesty * life provoked genuine 
and widespread expressions of loyalty. 
The well-limed visit of Prime Ali Meza 
was well received Hut, if this province, 
e Pino logically and geographically wide 
o|>eh to subversive propaganda. is to lie 
defended against it much more must be 
i lone than the occasional royal visit. 

fe. It would la? » relative!y easy matter 
for the (ioicrnmeni in some measure to 
improve their position in Azerbaijan- 
Tlicre are a few patent abuses, that should 
lie put. right. The inconsequent policy of 
the appointment and removal of a mixed 
bag of assorted governor-general should 
Inc stopped, This. in itself, would coat the 
Government nothing, and would go a long 
way towards removing a h»t of other 
grounds for complain! such as tincRiplov- 
nient food shortages, bad water supply, had 
light and power supply, seasonal fuel 
shortage, poor factory condition*. ibtgtif 
lion of business, tightness of money, A 
glance at that catalogue leaves a mull room 
for wonder (hat many people, even if they 
fear the Russians, look hath with some¬ 
thing akin to longing to the prosperous 
days of the Democrat regime. It is hard 
to believe that the central authorities 
appreciate conditions in this vital province, 
or alternatively that they appreciate the 
importance of it a* a frontier province. 
Indeed, without an effective governor- 
general, it seem* unlikely that they have 
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been receiving reliar ;e reports on the 
pri wince 

I). The first essentia] in the province is 
an energetic governor-gem-nil who rutild 
not imly see wh.it K required in the pro- 
v i j .* l e (M Fn hi mi foresaw many useful 
measures) but who would have sufficient 
influence in Tehran to get what fee wanted, 
and sufficient standing locally to see that his 
plans were carried out. Although i his f run- 
tier province is one in wflidl the arm)' by 
definition must play an important role, its 
itunv di ite prnhlem? are primarily econo¬ 
mic and Siv:ial r and the position of the civil 
administration under the governor-genera] 
a* the principal authority should he 
Undisputed. Everything should be dune to 
lend it prestige which is mm so sorely 
locking. Such an administration could 
find tail why bread and sugar which arc 
pleniifid have disappeared from the shops, 
whi roads are deteriorating, and mating 
WJiter-pifKf* i letter the street* of Tabriz 
month after month, why houses are 
demolished to make way for an avenue the 
ultimate course of which is still not 
decid cif and all this when the estimated 
number of unemployed is about JiO.tKKl If 
we are told that the money is not there to 
cam* on the work once started, or that 
materials arc lacking, that is an expkma 
tion, but for a self-respecting administra¬ 
tion it would be a damning c<uifcssinn of 
hud pl.nii.isu It I•• iogniaedj, hf course 
that planning on n European standard of 
efficiency is not to by expected* but there 
are plenty of men in Persia whose planning 
ability can surpass the feeble efforts 
hitherto in evidence in Tabriz Intrigue 
has wrecked many n plan, and one of the 
answer* to intrigue is to have a strong in art 
at the head of affairs who, if he cannot 
f*j ad i c/L te int r gue, ca n at I cast Lie faiflv 
certain of inn intriguing the intriguer* 
nnd assuring some continuity in his plans. 
Hi this connexion it should be said that the 
appointment of M Mahran as governor of 
Tuhri /. a ml acting governor-general 
appears to lie a step in the right direction. 
He is keen and wrdl-irifornierl Jlis first 
Act., he tells His Majesty s Condol, wta to 
telegraph to the Shah and tell him how 
shocked he was to find so great n deteriora¬ 
tion in Tabriz since he left several months 
agc», tin relinquishing his post as head of 
the f inance Department in Azcrhaijan. 

IB. The foregoing destructive criticsm 
wnulii he valueless unless it were supported 
by some const metivn suggesttou The only 
action which appears to lx* open to His 


Majesty * Government is continually to 
urge it].on Mi-- Tehran authoritie* Lhe par¬ 
lour state f'tid the jjolitii al importance of 
this province and to jm^s them to leave 
able men like Mehr.m lotigonmigh m office 
to uthieve same thing Their ai'hievemcnts 
wil! m f i ou vm \ s?a r a di mt r el at i t >n sh i | ■ t n 
the amount of support they receive from 
the capital 

11 More detedesF action, tending to 
stabilise the wavering Armenian com¬ 
munity might take the form of propagfanda 
reminding them of the iconoclastic pdiev 
of the >d\ct-t tiovennnem, ami awuririg 
ihem that if :, n-tr Church in the s H 
enjoy* momciuary benewdence on the part 
nf the Uuasitw, this will hud only so long 
ns it suits the Kremun, and whtm the term 
\< reached, tlttdr (Tttmh will be swept 
a wav as othe-rs have beet] 

12. The object of this report is not to 
suggest that Azerbaijan is alum I to iw 
invaded, that it would vVtdtvnie invaders, 
tior that it is on rfu? verge of autarky; The 
picture which tt is intended to present is 
une of an unhappy province, ojien to si]i«- 
versivc* propaganda, which could Lie won 
hrn-lc into the ImhIv of Persia In :i few wise 
meiisitrea. and by the sympathetic interest 
of the capital nr belter still, the frown. 

Hi- The perioil under review has Ireen 
oru- of sliortoges—shortage of bread, light 
aud power, fuel oil, employment and last 
bin not leaat, money. 8omc of them? 
shortages arc ternporary. some are recur¬ 
rent, and some, like the poor (how true the 
phrase rings in Tabriz) ah- always with ns. 
In fairness ft must ]» said that the extra 
ordinarily severe winter was largely to 
blame for the hardship of conditions 

14 In Februan* the gm r emoT^general nf 
Azerbaijan. M. Khalil Fultimi. gave it as 
hi-, opinton that not only was there plenty 
of grain in the province hut iJj.il. after 
supplying grain for seed, there would 
probably be a surplus left for export to 
Tehran. By the end of June there hail 
been bread riots in the province, bread at 
the controlled prowas almost imoht-oin- 
uhlc in Tabtiz and was in any rase 
virtually uneatable, and the acting 
governor-general had been obliged to 
appeal tn Tehran for a reserve of imported 
wheat to !*: held in the Tabriz silos T( is 
generally accepted that there is plenty of 
grain and flour in the province, but that 
speculator have* concealed it while o>rrup 
lion in the lower grades of uffirmldoM 
makes it impassible to unearth the hidden 
stocks. 









I'i Pop the whole of the period tinker 
review Tabriz has been without any 
pno|H-r elec-trie light supply Even now. 
when with the long days (omrumptfon La 
fairly low, electricity is not available to 
householders after ak>ut Hi Aoloek in the 
evening. By mid-May three generator# 
were working, two were under repair, and 
two new ones were exited from Czecbo- 
Slovakia. Two factories were invited to 
supply power to ihe town. The Tabriz 
Electric (’ornpany, to make good the 
deficiencies of the Tabriz Light Company, 
was limited. Three hundred shares, each 
w-irib i oihp rials down rind 2 4 00u rials on 
m*i were sold It seems that it will lie a 
long time lie fore the new i run pany can 
ton tribute effectively to the electric light 
and power >uppb It would appear to he 
un elementary measure to institute daylight 
saving hours throughout Persia, although 
the impact nf such a scheme on vested 
interests i> obvious. 

I A The shortage of petroleum products 
in Tabriz during the winter w&h alarming 
in if si 3 cuteness. This was entirelv attri¬ 
butable to (he rutting of t-omm uni ration* 
Petrol rankers could riot get through the 
enow bound roods. This shortage, then, 
'■'nr-- into the category of temporary 
-hortugex It is now up to the Anglo. 
Iranian Oil Company and the local 
authorities tn ms.* to it that ft is not also in 
the recurrent category, It h understood 
that the tom pat iv nine planning for hulk 
siifrnm* >n Tabriz, hut thru iheir installa¬ 
tion will not he ready for two years. In 
the Ni.-.miime we fare two intervening 
winter a with no guarantee, other than the 
untrustworthy law of average* that one 
at least will not be extremely severe. 
Broad I v speaking, the position is that the 
factories hare adequate storage space of 
their own. but that storage spate is made- 
quote for the uses of the general public 
including bakeries, which are of capital 
rn^ jtjinn’ lids Majesty's Consul discuss¬ 
ed this question with the acting governor- 
general who is fully alive to the dangers of 
the si Hint ion. and will take such 4eps as 
he tan to reduce risks of a second shortage. 

17 During the first half of l$HB 
unemployment has been one of the major 
problem# which the ad min Miration has had 
to fate I nofficial estimate^. put the figure 
of unemployed at about Sfi.fmn Strangely 
enough, during winter there woe rather 
less reasonfiIde unemployment than might 
have Irecn expected, since numerous able- 
bodied men were employed in shortlling 


snow. In the spring there was not the 
expeitcd reduction in unemployment as 
y>ublic works and the like got under way. 
This was because, while a number of men 
found employment in such works, the ranks 
of the unemployed were swelled by (lie 
villagers coming in to reek work, since the 
severity of the winter had interfered with 
their normal agricultural pursuits, A 
further contributory cause of unemploy- 
nuent is the reduction of transit trade and 
the general quietness of business, which 
has thrown many of the useless but for¬ 
merly modestly paid sitters about in shop 
and runner* :dhnit in the bazaar onto tie 
labour market It is also probable that 
there was always a great deal of latent 
unemployment, and since general poverty 
has now Tis&dc it impossible for snmj]- 
car-tiers to maintain unemployable rela¬ 
tive the latter have come into the open as 
unemployed distressed persons 

Throughout the [period under review 
motley ha<- become more ami more scarce 
in Tabriz Perhaps the most striking 
pnwjf of this is the fact that bazaar rate# 
for good signature# rose from 24 |>eir cent, 
to 4B per cent, per annum, very much 
higher rates being quoted on leas reliable 
signature#. The shortage of credit is due 
t. two main causes namely the Govern 
mentis foreign exchange policy which 
freeze* large sum* of money for mote ha 
between the placing of an order and the 
arrival of good* in Persia, and the curtail¬ 
ment of the activities of the Imperial Bank 
of Iran, 

IB Two important public works have 
been undertaken bus }>egim on the 

new drinking water reservoir which it was 
finally decided te < omttruii ori a rite not 
far from the Mahpeyker reservoir which 
was left half-finished by the Democrat 
regime Pipes are laid along the Tabriz 
streets, and in some places trenches to hold 
them haw- been dug. Secondly the 
asphalting of the Tabriz- Tehran road is 
well in hand, The road us far a# Mianeh 
come* under the administration of this 
province Work is also being done on some 
Tabriz streets 

20 . In April famine cottdilion# prevailed 
iu the Idoghan Steppe The Azerbaijan 
Finance Department refuted losses of 
100,000 sheep, 300,0011 lambs and numerous 
other livestock 

21 Great interest was taken in this 
province in the negotiations between the 
A 1,0 0. and the Persian Covftrnmcni. 
The general public had access only te the 


partisan version of the negotiations m 
retailed in the local and Tehran press. 
There can be little doubt that popular 
feeling on the subject was strong., while 
official feeling was even more uneonipm- 
misiug. largely because the Persians see in 


a favourable agreement with the company, 
their only possibility id financing the 
Seven-Tear Plan, 

il G. Dl XDAS. 
Acting British CwiSUl-GmeraL 
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PERSIAN ELECTORAL PROCEDURE 
Literacy Qualification and Secret Ballot 

Sir J It Itouift iri to M r. Berm (Rereht d 2Ut July) 


(No. 251 J Tehran, 

Sir, IS*A July, I94B, 

In my telegram No. 503 of 15th July 1 
reported the passage by the Majlis on 131 h 
July of article 6 of the hi cetera! Law. 
which insists i>n a literacy qualification for 
voter* and provides for a secret ballot. 

2. A translation of the article as voted 
is attached. The text, for which M. 
Taqtzadeh and Dr. Matin lJaftari are 
principally responsible, represents a cun- 
promise iu the matter of the elector#' 
vouchers by which voters, are required to 
establish their identity and their right to 
vote. The original draft required voters 
to produce their electoral voucher* at the 
furthcoming elections. The fact that it 
I.; manifestly jmposaible for [he voucher* 
to be ready in time was seized upon by 
the opponents of the literacy qualification, 
who endeavoured, a* reported in my 
despatch No. 227 of 2 1 st done, to susfjend 
the application of article H until the next 
election but one. The effect of the article, 
a# now voted, is to allow voters to identify 
themselves at the forthcoming elections by 


means of their ordinary identity cords and 
to require the product ion of the special 
vouchers iu time for ihe elections to the 
I 7 lb Maj li 3 

3. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty'* Ambassador* at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
blast Office, ( airo. 

I have, Ac. 

J. H. Le RtHJGETEL 


Enclosure in No. 2 fi 
(Tninslat ion) 

Voting i* direct and secret. Therefore, 
ws *oon a* the voter enter* the Committee 
Room, he will, after showing his identity 
card in the 10 th Majlis election* and hi* 
Election Card in thereof the 17th, obtain 
a voting paper from the Committee, lie 
will then record hi* vote in the place 
appointed iu the Commit let* Boom for 
voting and throw (the paper) into the 

ballot ln>.\ 
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PLANNING OF DEVELOPMENT WORKS IN PERSIA 

Sir J. /,i> Rov^t U'L tn Mr, B* nn, (Reerirrd 21*/ July \ 


(No. 259 E. Confidential), TVAraiu 
Sir, mhJtiiy, IB49 

With reference to my despatch No. 
242 E nf 5th July reporting the approval 
of the Bill authorising the Planning 
Organisation to undertake development 
works during the current Persian year. 1 
have the honour to transmit to yon, here¬ 
with. a summary of a statement issued to 
4U328 


the press by Dr, Taqi Nasr. indicating the 
project* w hich are to be given priority. 

2. These projects include some of those 
mentioned by Dr Taqi Nasr to Mr, Bavna 
of the I ntenrn rional Bank, and also others, 
such a* the creation of co-operative* for 
peasant* and smallholder*, and an anti- 
malaria campaign A further new feature 
is the proposal to gram credit* to persons 

v 













wishing to collaborate in the realisation of 
the plan and to enterprise!* klcsirous of im¬ 
porting industrial equipment. 1 under¬ 
stand that Du , Tm|i Nusr is advocating the 
establishment of a ' Plan Bank to give 
effect to ihis proposal It is not clear what 
advantages such a hank would have over 
the existing banking institutions, and its 
functions would in any case overlap those 
of the Industrial and Mining Bank and of 
the Agricultural Bank. A further factor 
influencing Dr Taqi Xasr in this matter is 
no doubt si desire to make the Planning 
Organisation sis independent ns possible of 
the Bank Melli as regards the implementa¬ 
tion of it' own financial policy. As would 
be expected, Mr Ibtih&j is strongly 
opposed to this proposal to create a new 
bank, and it remains to In* seen whether it 
is carried into practice, 

a. Dr Tuqi Nasr has found it impossible 
to send a letter to Mr, Bayne on the lines 
mentioned in paragraph 10 of toy despatch 
No 237 E of 4th July, as the necessary 
studies for the preparation of si programme 
for the current vear have nett been com¬ 
pleted, and on further consideration he 
feels thai the final report of Overseas 
Consultants Incorporated should first he 
studied before a programme is drawn up. 
He has niorelj, written to Mr Bayne in¬ 
forming him of the passage of the sole 
article Bill mid giving him an outline of 
the Planning Organisation As regards 
the projects of immediate interest, he has 
referred only to the railway e* tensions 
Munich Tabriz and Shahrud Meshed,, the 
work on which can be put in hand imme¬ 
diately; cement plants, including one in 
Tehran; and a power plant at Fashsm in 
the Jajrud valley where coal is available. 
He ha* pointed out that m this stage it is 
noL possible to furnish a complete list and 
has suggested that the International Bank 
might wish to-send out a mission to investi¬ 
gate the projects mentioned and also any 
others which might be considered suitable 
for priority attention in the course of 
further studies by the Planning Organisa 
lion during the next few months. 

-i Hr M nshiiikf Nafud has now' returned 
to Tehran, and I understand that be in¬ 
tends to give the Planning Organisation bis 
fullest co-operation, He has mot been back 
lung enough to form an impression of the 
administration being set up under Hr 
Taqi Nasr, 

r> 1 am sending a separate despatch by 
this bag regarding the Bank M ell is foreign 
exchange reserves and the change of policy 


on the part of Mr Ibtih&j regarding Lhe 
use of some of them for financing imports 
under the Seven-Year Plan (see para¬ 
graph 9 of my despatch No, 237 E. of 
4th -July), 

ti. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Hi* Majesty's Ambassador ?u Wash¬ 
ington, to His Majesty's Treasury, to the 
Commercial Relations and Export Depart¬ 
ment of the Board of Trade, to Export 
Creditu Guarantee Department and to the 
British Middle East Office. Cairo. 

I have, Ac. 

J H LE KOCGETEL, 


Enclosure in No. 27 

Sum mart/ of ft Statement, issued to the 
Press on 5 tit July fry Dr. Taqi Nasr, 
affSr Approval of the Biil authorising 
the Planning Organisation to undertake 
Derelofmvnt Works during the Persian 
Year 1328 (1949-50) 

Dr Taqi Nasr r Director-Genera] of the 
Manning Organisation, stated that de¬ 
velopment works would commence imme¬ 
diately He added that ihc necessary 
funds would be assured by oil royalties, a 
loan from the international Bank and a 
loan from the Bank Melli. Actually a part 
of the oil royalties was already at the dis¬ 
posal of the 11 nulling Organisation, and 
this would permit the financing of the 
initial works. The organisation proposed 
to submit to the Govern men t within a week 
the first part of its programme for the 
present year, the main objects of which are 
as follows — 

(H The grant of credits lo persons wish¬ 
ing to collaborate in the realisation 
of the plan For instance, the 
organisation would gram, long-term 
credits and technical aid to indus¬ 
tries and enterprises wishing to 
import industrial equipment. 

1 21 Within two weeks, the construction 
of the railway extensions Mituieh- 
Tabrtz and Shalmid-Meshed would 
begin 

(3) As regards agriculture, the plan 
would grant credits for the building 
of secondary barrages, the purchase 
of agricultural machinery and the 
sinking of walls. 

(4) The organisation would encourage 
the creation of eo*operaiives for 
peasants and smallholders and 


through the Agricultural Bank 
would grant long-term credits for 
agricuItural de velopmen t r 
(fi) The anti-malaria campaign would, 
commence during the present year 

The organisation would ask the Goveru- 
mem for credits for each of the above pro¬ 
jects and would start work as soon as they 


■ were granted. To avoid further delay 

ike Government had yet to designate the 
members of the Supervisory ( oa unit tee of 
the plan. 

Overseas Consultants Incorporated had 
asked for a delay of one month to submit 
its report. The projects it would reeom* 
mend had still to be verified on the spot. 


E mm 1015/34 N<j 28 

PERSIAN ELECTORAL REFORM BILL 

Sir J. Rouge lei to Mt A Dies (Received 8th A uttust) 


{No. 27B) Tehran, 

Wj ' 2 nd August, 1043, 

With reference to my despatch No 251 
of 18th duly about Article 6 of the Electoral 
Reform Bill, t have the honour to report 
that the debate on the remaining two 
articles of the Bill took place on Slat July 

2. Du ri Ug the 11 iscussi tm , a r t iele 7. wh ii h 
hi id down penalties for the falsification 
of voting papers was rejected : the original 
ftcticle 8 which removed (he age-limit of 
70 for Majlis deputies was withdrawn by 
the Government liefore the debate . and the¬ 
rmal article, which was approved, merely 
annulled other legislation conflicting with 
the Bill under debate. 

3. Deputies had tabled numerous pro¬ 
posals and supplementary articles to the 
Bill, Time did not permit the discussion 
of these nor indeed the voting of the Bill 
as a whole. The Closing sessions of the 
15th Majlis were taken up by (be debate 
on the oil agreement ami as this itself was 
Oflt concluded before the Majlis' term 
expired on 28th -Ink it was not possible. 


despite a pious expression of hope by the 
Prime Alinistt-r on the morning of 26tll 
July, to bring the Electoral Reform Bill 
before the Majlis again for final approval. 
The elections for the Ifith Majlis will thus 
In- held under the existing law and there 
will he no, secret ballot or literacy test. 

4 1 stated in my telegram No 599 of 
27th duly that the elections to the Ifith 
Majlis would Jwsy ejj on 6th August It 
appears from subsequent aimuuncctnenU 
in the press that it will 3*? the Senate 
elections which begin on 6tb August and 
that these will be followed immediately by 
the Majlis elections. In his closing speech 
to t he loih Majlis the Prime Minister g&iri 
that he hoped both the Senate* and the Iftth 
Majlis would be opened on 6th OhoUt. 

5. 1 am sending copies of thm despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing- 
ton and Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, 

I have, Ac 

J I! Le ROUGETEL. 


E 9743/1531/34 No, 29 

ANGLO*FER 5 IAN OIL NEGOTIATIONS 


Agreement between the Anglo-1 ranian Oil Company and the Persian 

Government 

Air J. Le Honor tei to Mr. Wright (Rewired I Of A A a gust) 


Tehran , 

Dear Michael, 2nd August, 1949. 

Tleast* refer lo my telegram No. ad!) of 
I®th July about tlie formula dealing with 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company's gene ml 
plan of " Iranianiaation " (article 16 of the 
Concession), 

mm 


I enclose u copy of (he letter on this sub¬ 
ject signed jointly by Gass and the Minister 
□f Finance, You will see that the Govern¬ 
ment and (lit- Company are committed to 
reaching final agreement on the general 
plan within three months of signature of 
the letter, 7 17th July; and not from the 

e 2 
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date of application of the supplementary 
agreement. The letter is only valid if the 
agreement is ratified by the Majlis, 

II is quite po&dble that ratifiestion may 
ni'i have taken place within three months 
of 17th .Jnly.C) in which event an exchange 
of letters extending this period will presum¬ 
ably lie necessary, 

Yours ever, 

.I H, Le ROUGETFR 


Enclosure in Xu 21+ 

General Plm 

Nth July, 1940, 
To: The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company! 
Limited, 

flic Imperial Persian Government recog¬ 
nise that the essential principles of the 
General Plan, including the principle of 


percentage reduction, on which the General 
y\nu prepared in atm dance with article 
18(3) of the ('nrice&sion is based are accept¬ 
able to the (.government. 

The Ministry of Finance will complete 
within ii period of two months its examina¬ 
tion of the rate of percentage reduction 
and other matters of the General Plan, and 
will submit the Plan for approval to the 
Council of Ministers 

If within a period of three months from 
the dale of this letter the General Plan is 
not agreed upon between) the Imperial 
Government and tire Company the parlies 
will immediately refer u> arbitration in 
accordance with article 22 of the Principal 
Agreement any matter in connexion with 
the General Plan upon which they cannot 
agree. 

This letter is valid on condition of the 
ratification by the Majlis of the Supple¬ 
mental Agreement. 


('! Sue my Dci-pniob No. ^ 7 ^ guirugrfijfb :'i 


E 0784 1041 8ft No. 30 

VISIT OF KING ABDULLAH TO PERSIA 

Sir J. Lt Routittet m Mr. Himin. {AimW lit A August) 


(No. 287) Trhnin, 

£ir, jfei Auputt, 1040 

! have the honour to report that on 28th 
July King Abdullah of Jordan arrived in 
this imin try by nir on a State visit to Iran. 

2 King Abdullah, who had flown here 
in a special aircraft piloted by the son of 
the Iraqi Prime Minister, waa received by 
the Shah at Mihmbad airfield with fitting 
cerenji auaL A salute of 21 guns wns fired 
in his honour, after which Their Majesties 
drove at the head of a considerable proces¬ 
sion, through streets lined with the Hags of 
Jordan and Iran and under triumphal 
arches, to the Palace of Sahiihqaranieh, in 
the hills north of the city, which had been 
assigned to the King and bin .suite for the 
duration of the visit. Accompanying His 
Majesty were his Prime Minister and his 
Minister for Foreign Affairs; Samir Pasha 
Ar ILifu i. former Prime Minister of 
Jordan: the Jordanian Minister sit Beirut; 
General Bihjal Pasha Tayyareh, Miihum- 
mnd Baik-A/ £il>ati. Minister of the Poun 
of Jordan: the head of the Protocol Depart¬ 
ment for the tribes and other digni lories 
from Jordan, including Muhammad Pa$ha 
A*h Shuraiqi, Jordanian Minister to 


Pakistan, India and Afghanistan, who 
subsequently, as reported in my despatch 
No. 282 of 4th August presented his letters 
of credence t^i the Shah as Minister of 
Jordan to this country 

3. As on (he occasion of Lhe visit of the 
Regent of Iraq, which ] reported in mv 
despatch No. 232 -d 28th June, the Royal 
vi s* tor was subjected to a houvy programme 
of official entertainmerit and sightseeing 
during his slay, His Majesty lunched with 
the Shah at the Palace of Saadabod on the 
day of Ids arrival, but. no doubt jn con¬ 
sideration of [lie fatigue likely to have been 
caused by his journey, no official reception 
was arranged that evening and the King 
dined alone at 3&h&bqnrani>h 

4 On the following day King Abdullah 
entertained the Shall ala luncheon, and in 
the afternoon visited the Masjid-i-Shnh, 
where he led the prayers, and Lhe Archaeo¬ 
logical Museum, w here a Persian poet and 
(lie Jordanian Minister Designate to this 
country, who is also a poet, vied with one 
another in eulogising the two rorereigna. 
In the evening His Majesty wa* enter¬ 
tained by the Shnh at a dinner at Saadabad 
to which a numbei of HefuF of Mission, 
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including myself, were invited. In addi¬ 
tion to the usual speeches by the two 
monarchy Muhammad Pasha Ash-Sbnratqi 
read out a poem of his own composition 
which was translated into Persian by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and made an 
excellent impression on those who under¬ 
stood it After dinner there was a display 
of fireworks in the gardens of the pa bee 
attended by numerous members of the 
Diplomatic Gorjis The King, however* 
retired at n fairly early hour, and was not 
present at a performance of Persian music 
which subsequently took place inside she 
palace. 

5. On 30th July His Majesty visited 
the Majlis and the Mosque Sinahsalar, and 
in the afternoon took tea at Tehran Univer¬ 
sity. On that day. as reported in my 
telegram No, 606. ] hail Lhe honour of tveing 
received in audience by His Majesty, who 
wa$ extremely friendly hut did not touch 
on matters of other than general interest. 
That night a reception in His MajestyX 
honour was given by the Prime Minister in 
the gardens of the Gulistan Palace, at 
which once again the Diplomatic 1 'orpa and 
the Government—but this time neither the 
Bbah not mtiv other member of the Imperial 
family —ware present. 

ft, tin 31st July His Majesty visited 
Princess Atiiraf* School of Nursing find 
the Pablavi Hospital, afterwards driving 
to Karaj, where he lunched at lhe Botanical 
Gardens nnd visited a number of agricul- 
Utral establishments. In the evening a 
reception was given by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs ai the former German 
summer Legation, now the summer resi¬ 
dence of the Minister. Once again members 
of the Government and Diplomatic Corps 
were present: and there was a performance 
of Persian music (rendered, rather unfur- 
tunately, on European inslruiDcnts) which 
busted late into the night. 

7. On 1st August King Abdullah cave a 
pres.' l > .nh reuoe at which, he spoke of the 
nerd for unity among the nations of Islam 
in the hue of possible aggression, and 
praised the work of the Shah unj his pre¬ 
decessor. On the same day His Majesty 
received in audience the Ambassadors of 
the United Stated. Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Egypt, and the Ministers of Syria, 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq. He also visited 
the Bank Miili, where he saw ilu- C rown 
jewels and heard an account by Mr Ihtihaj 
of the activities of that mstiuitiun. In the 
afternoon a reception was given io his 
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■ honour at the Town Drill by the Mayor of 
Tehran, attended among others by Heads 
of Fore ign M i ssiori sin format h i ress. 1 ’ here 
was, however, no official dinner, 

8 On the morning of 2nd August the 
King visited tin? Tehran arsenal, the 
ammunition factory ai iSalLanalahad and 
the summer camp of the M iti tary Academy, 
and in the afternoon inspected the First 
Division of the Iranian army at La&hkarak 
and watched their exercises. In the even¬ 
ing His Majesty waa host at a dinner party 
in honour of the Shah at. Sahabqaranieh, at 
the conclusion of which he entertained HU 
Imperial Majesty with a firework display 
and a. |jerfnrtuancc of ballet dancing and 
singing somewhat resembling the entertain¬ 
ment offered tn him on p re vinos evenings. 
Once again rhe Diplomatic Corps and 
members of the (kivcmment were present. 

ft That concluded the official pan of 
His Majesty A visit. On the following day, 
however, he travelled to Ma zanderan, where 
the Imperial Palace of Ramsar had l>een 
put at his disposal for a few day*- He 
returned to Tehran by a special train on 
5th August. and (lew to Meshed on 6th 
August on a pilgrimage to the shrine of 
the Imam Rizn He left Iran hv nir oil 
SlIe August. 

1b. The newspapers in this country have 
recorded the activities of King Abdullah 
during hi* visit in lyrical style, and such 
written statements and public utterances 
as be has made from time to time during 
the visit have been prominently reproduced 
and symj rathe tivoity commented upon 
Even allowing for I’onvential panegyrics. it 
can lie .said that. His Majesty . bj his digni- 
fil'd and serious hearing and invariable tact,, 
m. well a* by hi* appearance of wisdom and 
benevolence, made an excellent impression 
on those who *nw him He seemed to be on 
cordial terms with the 8hah (though they 
could inly convene through an interpreter) 
and referred frequently in public with 
expression* of admiration to the work 
accomplished by Hi* Imperial Majesty and 
by Ri/fi Shah L’ohtavi before him, and to 
the buautv. culture and civilisation of 
present-day Iran. Shortly before the 
King's arrival five thoroughbred Arab 
horse* were presented to the Shah on hi* 
behalf So far a* the Iranian people are 
concerned, the visit of thi* ruler, who is not 
only a picuze Muslim hut also the military 
leader of ibis nation, has been an outward 
sign uf the soli thinly between Jrun and 
Jordan as fellow members of the community 
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ul Islamic nation* at this critical time. 
Umt* immediate concrete result of the visit 
has been that talks have begun between 
representatives of she Ministries of Foreign 
Altairs of Lite two countries with a view to 
the conclusion of an Irani an-Jordanian 
cufnioe n,:i n ] ngreeaieiit. 

II tin the day of llis Majesty's depar¬ 
ture lormnuuique witsi issued iu the press. 
Hi-or l by tlif Foreign Ministers of Iran 
and Jordan, stating that, as a result of the 
reuvr real ions which had taken place during 
the visit between representative!! of the 
two Government. agreement had been 
r%-nubod cm the fallowing points: — 

(I Tin? creation, of good political iela~ 
lions through the conclusion of a 
treaty id' friendship between the two 
Government:?.. 

>2k- The development of eionomic rela¬ 
tions t lire ugh the contusion of a 
at munervjaI agreement. 
i3) Cultural and literary collaboration 
tietween the two countries 
op Collaboration in international ques¬ 
tions with a view to safeguarding 
prat.■ arid creating security in the 
world, within the framework of the 
principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the obligation* 
of I 3k Ha shi mite Kingdom of 


Jordan, defined in the Charter of 
the Arab Nations. 

(5 p Collaboration in the creation of a 
good understanding between the two 
count ries, the solution hy means of 
onciliatjon of such dispute* as 
might arise between the Islamic 
peoples* and the strength tmng of 
economic and cultural relations 
between Ml the Islamic nations. 

Tin- communique concluded by stating 
that it went without saying that the two 
Governments would accept any proposal 
approved fiy the Islamic countries which 
was designed to create greater harmony 
between them. 

12 In the course of a press on/eix-iue 
‘in the previous day the Iranian Minister 
for Foreign Adairs in answer to n question 
a- i<i whether a military agreement had 
bc-us iDeluded between Iran and Jordan 
■D hired that .State visits of this soil foul 
iu* political ( baracUM- nml that there whs 
n-' truth m rumours chat a military agree¬ 
ment bad been onjluded 

1*i I uni sending copies of this despatch 
t" His Majesty A Minister at Amman and 
to the Brit is! i Middle East Office, Fa ire* 

1 have. A."i,i, 

J H LE ROUGE! EL 
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PERSIAN NEED OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

Sir d l*f Rottgetel to Mr, A ttl* : *. i Rerri mt lltft .itirjujif.) 


{No. 2811. Secret) Tehran, 

Sir. SfA .4 ugu*i t 104 ft. 

With reference to my despatch No. 300 
of 10th July. In which 1 reported my audi¬ 
ence with the Shall on iwth July, I have ihe 
honour to report that Persian expectations 
of help from their war-time allies, with 
which His Majesty appeared on that occa¬ 
sion to tie preoccupied, have recently been 
the subject of two pres* conferences, one 
held on nth Uigtisl by the Prime Minister, 
and one on 7th hy the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs* 

2. M SnVd spoke with some bitterness 
of Perak's disappointment. contrasting the 
failure of the United States to help Persia 
with the aid granted by the United States 
to former enemy States. He dismissed the 
military aid given so far by the United 
States, on the grounds that the military 


equipment supplied was being paid for hy 
Persia herself, omitting am me he ion of the 
fact that Uvdve years' c rod it had lieen 
granted by the l' railed States Government, 
He went on to complain that the United 
States i lovornment had treated the recent 
Persian approach for supplies of wheat as 
a purely remmereial matter, and not one of 
both economic and political importance. 
He concluded by saying that the supply of 
wheat l'> meet deficits in Persia was 
infinitely more important than that of 
military equipment, 

3. M. Hikrnat. in his press conference 
on the follow'tug dav| seemed concerned to 
allay the effect of M* Ka’ed r -s remarks with¬ 
out laying himself open to accusations that 
he was lukewarm in his defence of Persian 
interest* The allies, he aaid, had made 
certain promises to Persia which had not 
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been fulfilled. For example, the Soviet 
Union hud nut returned the Persian gold 
which had been sent u> Moscow during the 
war lie admitted, however, that the State 
Department had done their best to meet the 
requests made to them by the Persian 
ISmhax-iv in Washington. 

4. M Hikrnat said that, as a result of 
declarations made by the President of the 
United States and the Secretary of Suite, 
the Persian Government had considered it 
its duty to request help from the United 
Slates Grsvemment in accordance with 
President Truman’s Fourth Point, The 
Seven Year Plan was not* in itself, 
sufficient to restore health to the Persian 
economy without foreign aid. Accordingly 
M. Husain Ala had made two visits to the 
State Department, one on 20th June to 
Mr James Webb, Economic Under-Secre¬ 
tary at the State Department, and a second 
an 2SH.fi June to Mr. McGee. Director of the 
Near Eastern Department, and both these 
gentlemen had agreed that Persia was in 
Deed of immediate help to restore her 
economy, including both industry and agri¬ 
culture, and her social fabric. The Persian 
Government had, with reference to the 


Fourth Point of President Truman's state¬ 
ment, submitted a detailed list of Persia's 
needs in the way of foreign assistance. This 
included the following items; — 



Million # 

Industry 

... ... 35 

Gommun mat ions 

(including 

railways) 

37 

Public health 

20 

Education .... 

9 

Agriculture 

25 


No answer had yet been received to 
Persia’s requests, and the Persian Govern¬ 
ment were surprised at this silence, since 
the United States had accorded literal aid 
to other countries who had done less during 
the war for the allied cause. M* Hiktnat 
was, however, at pains to emphasise that 
the Persian Government did not. object to 
the aid accorded toother countries, 

5 I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton nnd Moscow and to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo. 

I have, Ac 

J, H. EE HOUGKTEL. 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN PERSIA 
Effect of Martial Law in Tehran 

1//*. hti j rfard to .1 f r. Ji< ti». (Rr c*. irrd 20#A . I uun>t \ 


(No, 208 ) Tt hr tin, 

Sir* 23rd August, 1040. 

I have the honour to refer to Sir John le 
RougeteL’s telegram No, 12! of llth Feb¬ 
ruary, reporting Government art ion 
against the Tudeh Party after the attempt 
on the Shah, 

2. Since the imposition of martial law in 
Tehran on 4th February, avert Soviet 
activities in Persia have Uvn reduced to a 
mini mum. Martial law was raised in the 
capital on 7th August, presumably in view 
of the impending elections (please scs* Sir 
John le IteiugeteFs despatch No 279 of 
2n-1 August). and this affords an approp 
Hate occasion to review the present stop 1 
of pro-Soviet activities inside Persia and 
to consider the possibility of their 
extension 

3 Since the trials, which have from time 
r o time been reported by this embassy, of 

40320 


members of the ex Fudeh Party mid of 
others allege 11 to have Tudeh or Communist 
affiliations, there have been some other 
arrests and these measurer together with 
the proscription of the Tudeh Party and 
the suppression of the Ttideh ami TaTe- 
vving press, have greatly hampered overt 
subversive a> livities on the part of the 
Soviet Government and their Coiiiaiunidt 
lolialxmaters. The dosing of Soviet con¬ 
sulates all over the country and of some 
VQKS institutes has also rendered the 
overt dissemination of pro Soviet or pro 
Com run (list notions much more difficult, 

4, In Tehran the only recent concrete 
evidence of Tudeh acriviiics has been the 
discovery of n clandestine printing prtaa 
ami the distribution of leaflets, four of 
which l have seen The first was issued 
shortly after t he attempt on the Shah's tile 
and three others haw Wn issued during 
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* hi- past Itofc week is, OiW. signed bv the 
mural executive committee gf the party, 
sttMte n violent attack on the Electoral 
Reform Bill then being debated in the 
Majlis, aniiiher. signed by the youth 
(utilisation of the party, bitterly eriti 
eised the oil agreement, the Bill for the 
ratification of which was also at that time 
before the Majlis. It is perhaps significant 
that although at the time when these leal 
lets wen? issued the passage both of the 
Electoral Reform Bill and of the Bill 
ratifying the oil agreement was generally 
expeiiad neither was. in fact, passed. 
One can hardly ascribe this to Tudeli 
in flu emit 1 : but the appearance of the leaf¬ 
lets at (his juncture may seem to the public 
more than a coincidence, and may possibly 
give them the impression that the party is 
more powerful than k really is The 
most recent leaflet appealed on 5th August, 
the anniversary' of the Constitution. 
Inlike the others it was duplicated and 
not printed, h was issued by the party 
youth organisation and wasi a virulent 
attack on 41 Imperialist' 1 attempts to 
undermine the existing Constitution 
5 Reports which E hav e rerei ved from 
His Majesty's Consul-General in Vhwast 
show that in Southern Persia Tudeh 
h i. t i vi t y has been > tins ids mi t] e The it have 
fteen 6i large number of clandestine 
meetings, and literature has hreu distri¬ 
buted There have also Itch stories that 
many candidates for staff employment in 
the Anglo- Iran inn Oil Company, who have 
completed their studies in the Shahpur 
School in Ahwaz. are imbued with Tudeh 
ideology and are not averse to voicing their 
o pinions His M a j my *s Conan 1 - Genera I 
reports, however, a lack of direction from 
Tehran and it has lieen suggested that the 


centre .it gravity of Tudeh in tivity may at 
present lie in the south, among the indus¬ 
trial workers, rather than in the capital 

0 It was at ways expected that the sup¬ 
pression of the overt activities of the party 
might stimulate its covert operations, 
unless there was some rapid and evident 
betterment in the lot of the masses which 
might render them less susceptible to 
propaganda I n fortu nately, in spite of 

exhortations, promises and threats the 
condition of the poorer classes has greatly 
deteriorated and is now probably worse 
than it bus l»eetj for at least thirty years. 
It is true that they have been long 
acquainted wiib misery and that it is 
therefore hard lo believe that there will be 
any large-scale vigorous reaction on their 
part to incitement from the Tudeh covert 
fU'ojjftgamla machine, But there is cer¬ 
tain !v much latent discontent, one of the 
main causes of which is that the) have, 
since the opening of the 14th Majlis in 
1,944. been told Io expect something better, 
whereas, in spite of constant talk of 
reforms, raising of the standard of living* 
equalisation of the burden of taxation, and 
so forth, nothing has, in fact, been done; 
and ihe Tudeh Part) will naturally hope 
tn profit from this discontent If it eon* 
limics i[ serins in evitable that covert 
Tudeh activities, including the distribution 
id' pamphlets and attempts to influence the 
industrial workers of the south, possibly 
made easier now by the removal of martial 
law. will continue and increase. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington and Moscow and to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo 
I have. 

V. G. LAWFORD, 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE PERSIAN PRIME MINISTER 

Situation in Persia and her Relations with the Soviet Union 


Mr fit tin to Sir J. 

{.No. 297 CoiilitUrntiali b ort■ itjn tIfftct , 

Sir, 1 8tk Octob$t t 1949. 

On the strength of Mr. LawfordTs tele¬ 
gram No. 7T4> of 10th October, I arranged 
for the Persian Prime Minister to see me 
to day, fallowing his arrival in London 


Lrf Rmujtfti (Tehran) 

yesterday. He explained that he had come 
ti» England i » obtain medical advice for his 
wife, and that he wished lo take the oppor¬ 
tunity iif this, his first visit to London, to 
pay & courtesy call. M Sa'ed went on to 
say that Persia had been fating great 
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financial and economic difficulties this ySar, 
and the Government were having great 
difficulty in boding sufficient funds. He 
said that despite the terms of the Tehran 
Declaration of Deveiuber 1943, Persia had 
received no outside aid from her allies; it 
benefited neither by Marshall Aid nor by 
Government loans, and, on the contrary, one 
of her wartime allies. Soviet Russia, was 
refusing to release Persian assets in Russia, 
consisting of twelve tons of gold and 8 
million dollars which had been paid to 
Persian account in Moscow ns the equiva¬ 
lent of rials supplied to the Russian forces 
of occupation during the war, The Soviet 
Authorities refused k>comply with requests 
for the transfer of these assets to Persia 
without giving any reason, Further, the 
Russians had foiled to meet Persian claims 
for the payment of 100 million toumus 
(equivalent lo 30 million did Jars) due on 
fimmiit of billeting costs, customs duties, 
a nd s i m i 1 a i so mees p i .. vi d t-i 1 to the ft uss i a n 
forces. 

2. M. Sa'ed said that the exceptionally 
hard winter of 194k 49 had caused 
financial and economic d i then 1 ties, and the 
Persian Government were now fayed with 
a struggle to ensure to their population the 
necessities of life. Asked for examples of 
these necessities. M. Sa'ed said that for 
the first time for many years Persia had 
been obliged to import a substantia? 
quantity of wheat. Poverty and distress 
did not make for good government. The 
Persian Government hoped that in this 
*4ti;ation they could count on dm help of 
Hi* Majesty's GmvemmenL He added that 
the budget deficit was at present running 
at a rate equivalent to about 89 million 
dollars a year, 

3. Mr Sa'ed then said that the agree¬ 
ment with the oil company had unfortun¬ 
ately not been ratified by the last Majlis 
before its dissolution There was n great 
deal of opposition to it, both in the Majlis 
and in the press The Persian Government 
were strongly defending the agreement, and 
intended to submit it for ratification to the 
next, Majlis when it was convened in a 
month or six weeks' time. 1 said that the 
terms of the agreement were, of course, to 
lie settled between the Persian Govern¬ 
ment and the company* but His Majesty’s 
Government had tried to lend their good 
offices to reach the settlement, which seemed 
Ui lie eminently fair and reasonable. 
M, Sa'ed went on to say that the Persian 


Government foil confident of their ability 
to defend the agreement; there were, how¬ 
ever, certain points of particular difficulty 
on which M Sa’ed hoped that His 
Majesty's Government could be of assis¬ 
tance He had put these points, he -aid, 
into an nid* -mi moire, which he bunded to 
me, A copy of this mfle-tnemoi re{*) is 
enclosed. 1 said that 1 would study it with 
great care: I noticed the reference to the 
statement made bv iho Chancellor of the 
Fxchequer regarding the increase of Profits 
Tax. and said 1 would look into this point 
parturularly. M Sa'ed said that, owing 
to the incidence of this tux. the Persians 
considered that they were made indirectly 
subject tu lulled Kingdom taxation. W. 
Sided asked whether anything i-ould It 3 
done, either directly or indirectly, to relieve 
.Persia of this burden 
4 Turning to relations with tin- Nonet 
Lttfon, M. Sa’ed said that here too the 
Persian < forerjunetit were facing great 
difficulties, They would, however, maintain 
their position stoutly, and he wished me 
to know that Hjs Majesty’s: Government 
could count rm them. He would face the 
Russians with calmness, I said (hat tech 
Mis Majesty's Government and the United 
States Government were very ready to 
support the Persian Government to the beat 
of our ability. We had tried to support 
Persia during the difficult time in 1945 4fi 
when it was doubtful whether the Soviet 
l nion wrmId withdraw their foixes from 
Persia We felt that Persia was one of the 
family. I recalled the declaration regard¬ 
ing Persia, made at the time of the 
signature of the Atlantic Pact, and said 
that it seemed u* me to he as strong as 
the Atlantic Pact itself, M. Sa'ed said that 
the Persian Govern men I deeply appreciated 
the spirii of this declaration 
B, 1 said dial both the 1 nited States 
Government and Mis Majesty's Government 
were deeply interested in the efforts being 
made by the Persian Government to develop 
the economic resources of (he country, a ml 
1 enquired about tlie Seven-Year Plan, M. 
Sided said that his Government had ob¬ 
tained the approval of the Maj lis to the 
Seven-Year Plan Bill and that work on the 
Plan was now beginning. He referred orue 
again to the shortage of funds, and to his 
hope that His Majesty's Government would 
he able to help the Persian Government 
with the points of difficulty which fared 
them in obtaining the approval of the next 
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Majlis in the oil agreement. He hoped that 
Mia Majesty* Government could consider 
the matter with a broad view, and would 
Iwm in mind that hi* suggestion* were put 
forward for amicable dis* ti-ion between 
friends. 


d, J nm ending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Washing¬ 
ton and to the British Middle Last Office. 

I am. Ac. 

ERNEST BEVIN 
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PERSO-SDVIET CONSULAR RELATIONS 

Sir J. Lt Rotigvtel to Mr. Bemn. {Rt Ct ired 27th October) 


(No. 372 Confidential) ZVArtfn, 

Sir, *2\st October, 1949. 

With re fen-in e to my despatch No. 21 Mi of 
bth June. I have the honour to enclose here 
with copies ( \ of correspondence recently 
published hy the Persian Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs concerning consular rela¬ 
tions between the two Governments. 

2. The introduction emphasises the 
desire "t' the Persian Government for l-Iosg 
diplomatic nod lotnmetc iat re hit ions with 
the Union nf Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the sacrifice* made by Persia in the Allied 
cause during the recent war. It states 
that the Ministry’s object in publishing the 
rfirre-Hpofuience is to correct erroneous in- 
terpretiitions nf the recent rupture of con¬ 
sular relations, and expresses the hope that 
they will he resumed The sequence of 
events as it emerges front the inrrespon- 
demee now published is summarised below, 

3 In January 193* the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment pm|xised to reduce it* i-nnsttlar repre¬ 
sentation in Persia to one poet at Pahlevi 
and requested the Persian Government 
to reduce their consular representation in 
the Soviet Union to one post at Tiflis, On 
IV. Cipl >i .'>nlir ritulion * 1 hat this wus pal* 
of a general reduction of Soviet consular 
representation abroad t he Persian Govern¬ 
ment instructed the Peraian Embassy in 
\h kc w to press for a second Persian con¬ 
sulate, at Ashk&bud, hut if nroesaary tu 
fijxcfit only one at Baku (instead of Till is). 

4 After the Allied invasion of 1041 the 
Soviet Ambassador requested permission 
to open no less than twenty-three consular 
post* in Persia. This list was later reduced 
to eleven, and to this the Persia it Govern¬ 
ment agreed, on condition that the Soviet 
Government would consent in principle to 
the opening of Persian Consulates at 
Tashkent. Astrakhan, Raloum and Erivaii- 


The Soviet Government replied that they 
were not opposed in principle to an exten¬ 
sion of Persian consular representation in 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
although it would not lie possible during the 
war. 

5. The Persian Government repeated 
their desire for reciprocity, in a note dated 
4th July, 1 m which they asked whether 
the Soviet Government would now agree to 
the opening of Further Persian Consulates 
in ihe I'niun of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
or whether the) preferred to return to the 
arrangements of 1938. This note contained 
the suggestion that it was only as a tem¬ 
porary measure and in the interests of the 
Allied war effort that the Persian Govern¬ 
ment had agreed to the extension of the 
Soviet consular net-work in 1941. The note 
remained unanswered for over six months: 
one written reminder is included in the 
published collection and it is evident that 
the Persian Ministry- fur Foreign Affairs 
raised the matter repeatedly in conversa¬ 
tions with the Soviet Embassy. Finally in 
March 1949 the Persian Government in 
formed the Soviet Embassy that, in view of 
their Failure to reply to the Ministry's 
previous motes and the Soviet Government's 
refusal of reciprocity, they had decided to 
end the temporary arrangements made 
dtiring the war and, returning to those of 
1998, to recognise only the Soviet Consu¬ 
late-General at Pahlevi. The Ministry, 
therefore, requested the closure of t he other 
Soviet consular posts 

6. The Soviet Embassy at once replied, 
stating that the extension of Soviet consu¬ 
lar representation in Persia had been no 
mere war-lime measure but part nf the 
S.A-iet Government's policy nf closer rela¬ 
tions with Persia that the Persian 
decision was unfriendly discrimination, 


i 1 ! Not printed. 


since other Governments, particularly His 
Majesty’s Government, maintained comm* 
hir posts in Persia without giving recip¬ 
rocity (it is interesting to note that the list 
ot British consular posts given in this note 
b> «he Soviet Embassy includes three which 
were already dosed and emits the 
consulate a3 Khorramshahr): that it was 
contrary tu internatiuual practice: and that 
the Soviet Government had decided toeing# 
all it> consulates on Persian territory and 
tn request the Persian Government to close 
their consulate-general at Baku 

7. The Peraian Government in reply 
pointed nut shat the Persian agreement to 
the establishment of Soviet Ponsiiiates in 
1941 without a reciprocal opening of 
IV] si an iGnsuhtes m the Union of Soviet 
F'lciali.-t Republics had been an act of grace 
aaid that since the Soviet Government had 
chosen not to reply to previous request^ on 
the subject of reciprocity. there was only 
une eoursie open, namely, a return to the 
arrangements of 1938 The Persian 
Government indignantly denied the hints 
a Gun German agent# iti Persia before 
1941: ;ten-used the Soviet Government of 
uni laterally denouncing article 3 of the 
1921 treaty establishing mnsular re|o 
linns,: and stated that they would he glad 
lo allow the Soviet Consulate at Pahlevi to 
continue and hoped for the re ojeriing by 


agreement of Soviet Consulate* in Persia 
mi a reciprocal basis. The Soviet Govern¬ 
ment in reply merely confirmed their pre¬ 
vious i tote. 1’he Persian Government 
finally, in a note dated Sfilh May. accepted 
the situation but with regret, 

N - The sequence of event* as revealed by 
lilts correspondence dot** not entirely 
correspond with the accounts given to me at 
the time by the ooni]>etenL Persian authuri- 
t ic> For example, as reported in my tele¬ 
gram No. 237 of 16th March, M. Ila^hir 
t hen inti mat ed th at cl te Sov ie t Embassy ha d 
just replied to a request made some months 
previously to equalise tile number nf con- 
siilate? in Persia and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics As shown 
by the t'orrespoiideine now published, the 
Russ]nils never replied to the request jis 
lo whether they preferred to allow more 
Persian Consulates in the I idem of Soviet 
Socialist Republics or to return to the 
arrangements of t8®H, bin they did in fact 
reply in great promptness to a Persian re¬ 
quest to close all their consulate?. except 
that at Bandar Pahlevi* 

9 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Wadiing- 
tou and Moscow and to the British Middle 
Fast Office, l ‘aim. 

I have, Ac 

J. H. Le RQUGETEL 
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PERSIAN AFFAIRS 
Audience with the Shah 

Si, j /,, tftuiin-rM to Mr /h rin. \ *! 27th Octab* r\ 


(No, 376. I 'onfideni ial) Tfhmn, 

^>* r , 25 ih Qetutu r, 1949. 

I have the honour to inform you that I 
Weis received in audience In the Shah on the 
22nd October. IIis Majesty spoke an some 
length about the ejections, the prospect of 
ensur ing the passage of the Oil Agreement 
Bill, the recent visit of the King of 
Afghanistan and the arrangements con¬ 
templated for Ids visit to the United Statue 
best month, 

2, 4 he Shah said that, while in the 
present circumstances it was impossible for 
a general election in this country to he com¬ 
pletely free in the full and logical sense of 
die word, he had done everything humanly 
Possible to ensure that interference 


was reduced Uj an absolute mini mum In 
particular, he had endeavoured to prevent 
the inipos!Ron* either by the Government 
or hy other authority, of prepared lists of 
candidates and from i Ik- returns received 
so far—which (ontaineil a number of names 
of quite unknown people—Tfin Majesty 
deduced that he had not been nrujUii-essful 
in this, Jle said that the 1 American 
Ambassador hail told him that reports 
received in 1 be United States about the 
elections had created a wry favourable 
impression ihere. Information which 1 
have received from various sources since my 
return to Persia last week suggests how¬ 
ever. ihat the election# have in fact been 
conducted on traditional lines and that 

















there has been no lack of interference. The 
Shah expressed the hope shat wish the 
passage of the new Electoral Law, there 
would in any case be a notable improvement 
in every re# port. Polling was now suffi¬ 
ciently advanced for the Majlis to fie con¬ 
vened Ixffore he left for the United Slates 
Oil the I2th or L;kh of November although 
all the return^ would not be in by then. 

3. With regard to the Oil Agreement 
Bill, ii w^s still his intention that there 
should be no delav in its presentation. As 
sunn as the Majlis was fully constituted, she 
siTiitim of mandates Had been completed 
and the Government: had received the 
netesaary vote of eunfidence, the Chamber 
would have to consider certain modifica¬ 
tions of parliamentary routine and pro¬ 
cedure which had been referred to it by the 
Constituent Assembly, It would then pass 
on to the regular agenda, at the bead of 
which was the Oil Agreement Bill His 
Majesty said that he could see no advan¬ 
tage, and indeed rather the contrary* in 
any postponement of the introduction of 
this Bill whether on aicount of hr# own 
absence from the country or for any other 
reason. He referred in passing to the 
possible etTect of devaluation on the Agree¬ 
ment signed last July, but seemed in he 
satisfied with the reasons which I gave him 
for believing that (he imn patty's present 
utter was not affected by devaluation and 
that no useful purpose would be served by 
trying to reopen negotiations with them. 
The Shall spoke in terms of warm 
appreciation the Minister of Finance 
and I drew the conclusion that he expected 
\t GnUhiiyuii to stand by the Agreement 
which he has signed 

4 While speaking of M. (Mahavan the 
Shah air-■! referred to o recent decree con¬ 
cerning the foreign exchange operation# of 
the British Bank of Iran, which he con¬ 
sidered should meet all the Bank's require¬ 
ments in (hat respect He intimated 
that this decree had been drafted by the 
Minister of Finance without prior consulta¬ 
tion with M Ihtihaj, who would no doubt 
raise strong objection to it when he 


returned to this countn\ As I do not know 
yet wlull view the Director# of the Bank 
have formed about it I refrained from 
comment. 

5, -Speaking of the recent visit of the 
King uf Afghanistan, the Shah said that 
he had welcomed this opportunity to urge 
his guest to do everything possible to settle 
outstanding differences between his country 
and Pakistan. He had pointed out that 
until this was done there could be no real 
prospect of eloper ^-operation between the 
Islamic power® in this part of the world* 
His Majesty said that from a purely 
military point of view he was not sure that 
such a pact would be advantageous now. 
but in principle he was sympathetic to the 
idea of closer co-operation in the economic 
and administrative spheres between the 
rigimtories of the Ha a da bad Pact with the 
addition of Pakistan, Jordan and possibly 
Syria and he had no reason to believe that 
Turkey would raise objection to such a 
course. After his journey to the United 
States, but not before, he hoped to return 
the visits of King Abdullah and the Regent 
of Inn| and. in response to a recent Sim¬ 
la lion from the Governor-General of 
Pakistan, to risil Karachi. 

(i Hs* Majesty said that be intended to 
take with him to Washington Dr Quasint 
Ghuni. Persian Amhassador to Turkey, for 
whom hi 1 bad a high regard and whose re- 
pur is on conditions in Turkey were most 
favourable to that country. There is no 
doubt that the Shah is still much concerned 
by the discrepancy Kitween the amount of 
assistance which Turkey has received ami 
is receiving from iliv Western Powers, and 
that which is available to Persia. 

7 I am sending copies of this despatch 
lo His Majesty A Ambassadors nt Washing- 
Ion, Angora, Bagdad and Kabul; to His 
Majesty's Ministers at Amman and 
Damascus; to the United Kingdom High 
Commissioner at Karachi and to (he 
British Middle East Office, Cairo 
I have. &c., 

J. H. L* ROUGETEL. 
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ASSASSINATION OF M. ABDUL HUSElN HAZH1R 

Sit J Li jioufjtlr i to Mr. Bt tin. ('./?r<vr> 4 15// .\rjrt 7nft* t) 


(At 392) Trhran, 

Sir, II th Sarembtr, 1949- 

As already reported by telegram, the 
Minister of Court, M. Abdul Hu win Huz- 
hir wp> shot by an individual named 
Bayyai Hnseiii luiami while attending a 
religious service in connexion with Muhar- 
ram at the Hi pah Hnlar mosque in Tehran 
on the afternoon of 4th November. The 
assassin fired only one shot, which was seen 
to pierce M Hi./hirri left side. His 
weapon jammed but he attempted to strike 
his victim in (lie fmc with ii before he was 
seized by the police. M IL-jzhir was taken 
i 1 1 h ns pi lal in a si si te a f ci .i I lapse An Xrn v 
photograph showed thai the bullet had 
traversed the base of the left lung about an 
inch below the heart. Instead of conducting 
an intmedmte exploration, as would have 
been done in Europe, the surgeons con¬ 
tented themselves with giving M. Hiizhir a 
blood transfusion, arid such is the Persian's 
indifference to suffering that a stream of 
vkitore was at his lied side until bile at 
night A slight improvement in his con¬ 
dition during the night was not maintained 
and, when it was finally decided to operate 
on (he morning of 5tb November, he died. 
He was given a State funeral on the follow 
ing day and buried in the Shah Abdul 
A rim cemetery on the southern outskirts 
uf the capital. 

2 Immediately after the incident in the 
mosque, an Announcement by the General 
Htaff informed (he public of what had 
happened. The name of the assassin was 
given and he was described as haring a 
long police record. Martial law was pro¬ 
claimed in Tehran and the suburbs from 
# i p.in Cm 4th Novcinlier, General Kbns- 
ravani being appointed military governor. 
No curfew was imposed. Further pro¬ 
clamations were issued harming religious 
meetings ami processions, except in private 
houses where, however, net subjects other 
ihan religion# were to he discussed, and 
reminding the public that, while there 
vvnuld Ik* no interference with the press 
provided that the press law was observed, 
the appearance of any articles held ut lie 
prejudicial to the interest# of the country 
would lead to the Confiscation of the news¬ 
paper and the prosecution of the editor 
and the publisher in accordance with 
military law, 


3. Between thirty and forty people were 
arrested within twenty-four hours of the 
assassins tion t twenty-two of them being 
released after qiiesinmiiig. Dr. Musaldiq, 
wiiu was at ihe head of the poll in the 
Tehran Majlis elections, was " invited 
to remain at ins house in the country* 
Among those detained by the police were 
several other Opposition candidates in- 
eluding Baqa i mid Ha’irizadeh, as well a# 
Azad, a vociferous Opposition member of 
the last Majlis, and Mustafa Kasha in. son 
of Sayyid Abul Qasim Kasha ni who wan 
exiled after the attempt on the life of the 
shah last February, Another leading 
Opposition candidate. Makki, was tailed 
ttputi. lit a public announcement. lo present 
himself to the polite, failing which the 
suspicions entertained against him would 
be aggravated, and lie duly complied with 
I he summons. Three journalists arc also 
detained, including Bisk amt, the cl liter uf 
Sidrtifr V titan, who was prosecuted after 
(lie attempt on the Shah’s life for art ides 
against the Court and acquitted. 

4 The assassin was subjected to inten¬ 
sive questioning, both by the police and the 
special military government tribunal. 
Various report# of his confession* are 
circulating and it has lieen said but by no 
means confirmed that he directly impli¬ 
cated the above-mentioned Opposition 
candidates, ft is also said that, he claimed 
that his deed was no more than retribution 
for (lie shooting at the Qur sin " in June 
Il>48, for which M 1 Kizhi r was held 
res|HHisthle. This report is likewise un¬ 
confirmed. Whether it is true or nut, 
suspi ion has undoubtedly been directed 
against Kasha id who, as yon will recall, 
was one of the bitterest opponents of 
Hazhir when, the hitter wis Prime Minis¬ 
ter and, in fact, organised the demonstia 
tion last year to which ! have just referred. 
Kashani was Also responsible for the 
Agitation in favour of the pardon of 
Imnnii s brother when the hit ter was ton 
dermied for assassin,! ring a contain ka# 
iHvi, a writer of pronounced anti-elerival 
views, in 1940 In ImajniV Hiifesrious, 
as published by the authorities, there is no 
mention of any accomplitcs. The assassin 
is said to have stated that he considered 
Hazhir to be had for the country and that 
he had ta’ch waiting for two months for a 
















so, table opportunity l» kill him. This 
i.tpjt.triiiiii.j, had presented itself in the 
Tehran niusqur There are. however, 
several ind kali oils I hat Imam is art was 
not only premeditated but that it may have 
been planned by a group. According to 
press, accounts, which have tieen confirmed 
by eye witnesses, including the Pakistan 
ambassador, the lights inside the mosque 
were extinguished, cm the pretext that the 
banners carried by the religious procession 
might otherwise interfere with the electric 
wiring. It was thus practically dark when 
Inmmi shot Hazhir, Moreover it seems 
that the polite officer detailed to protect 
Hnriiir was so badly mauled by some of 
the bystanders that he was taken U> bos 
pitnI in a critical condition. Another 
point- officer, who sprang to Naihir's 
assisbmi r i- reported to have been followed 
and beaten up by a gang of toughs on his 
way home. 

f>. On 7th November it was announced 
that although Huftein him mi had been 
condemned to death his execution would 
U a postponed for a few days so that further 
investigation could he carried out, On 
9th November however, it was amiouneud 
t hat he had been hanged at I -3b a m thai 
morning. Several persons including some 
journalists were present and l am informed 
rif g« nmJ authority that he met bis death 
with surprising fortitude, rallying his 
evretuioners on their evident distress and 
affirming that, he was glad to die. in the 
a^urnme that he would go to Paradise. 

fi It is not easy to speak with precision 
of the causes underlying this outrage. 
Sruami, a small trader by profession, seems 
to huve been one of those persons not nn 


common in hvrna, the main interest of 
whose lives is that obscure mixture of 
Islamit dogma and niysticisju which can 
only be found in Shiahdbm. It seems 
likely that lie himself was actuated by a 
sincere and burning desire to take the life 
of one who, in his view, was not only the 
enemy of Islam (II arid r was popularly 
believed tm have been a Bahai) hut had 
performed n specific act of sacrilege. 
There are. however, many persons who 
hated H&hir for political or private 
reasons and who might have selected Imami 
jh a suitable instrument, since the ass&s- 
sination, as I have stated, it lias been widely 
suggested that Inumii was simply one of a 
band, that those who apprehended him 
after the crime were violently attacked by 
persons who seemed to lie his accomplices, 
and that this act of terrorism will shortly 
be followed by others. It is true that a 
leaflet has appeared vowing vengeance on 
those responsible "if a hair of Inmtnis 
head were touched" and that several 
members of the Government are highly 
apprehensive. It is indeed possible that 
further arts nf terrorism may take place 
but both they and the authors of the leaf- 
lei whii h threaten them might equally well 
be prompted by the widespread discontent 
with the Court and Government of which 
the murder of M rinritir is merely a 
symptom. 

7. I am sending copies of tins despatch 
to His Majesty's ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow and to the Rriitih Middle 
East Office. Cairo, 

] have, &c. 

J H. LE ROUGETEL 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN PERSIA 


Sir J, Iff R&ugetel to ,t/r. /Jenin 

(No. 4(H) Confidential) 

{Light) r^Arttfl, 

.Sir, l8fA jVaremAer, 11)49. 

With the departure of the Shah for the 
United .States, this country has entered on 
a new phase of the political ends pre- 
tipi toted by the gross mismanagement of 
the general election Although the cancel la- 
tion of the poll in Tehran produced a per 


(Rsceired 24 J* A November) 

rept.ilile abatement of the extreme tension 
prevailing before nnd immediately after 
the assassination of M HazMi, the present 
outlook is by no means reassuring. 

2 When taking leave of the distinguished 
company assembled at the airport to bid 
him farewell, the Shah looked ill and 
harassed, sis well he might. When the 15th 
Majlis rust* at the end of July there were 


still high hopes ill the country that it would 
have a more worthy successor. As a result 
oi the constitutional reforms of the spring 
the Shah bore an increased responsibility 
bn- the outcome, and it has been a sad ills 
iliijsionment Before I left for England 
iu August His Majesty spoke to me once 
ftifiiin most earnestly about his desire that 
the election should be conducted without 
improper pressure from any stile. There 
'♦ton ■' be lhe slightest doubt oi his .sin- 
renti, but I fear that he had set himself 
ftrj impossible task The Government was 
Wt-ak and incompetent. The Minister of 
I uteri nr, 1 Jr. Iqbal, whose loyalty and devn- 
*ton were never in doubt, has pmved him 
Pelf even mure devoid nf political souse and 
administrative ability than his worst 
enemies could have hoped. As a result, 
the elections have been neither free nor com 
Jnftently controlled. There has, however, 
been much talk on all sides about their f ree¬ 
dom and this has served only to whet the 
public appetite and to emphasise tt lack nf 
freedom which is traditional in this 
country. Public opinion, in so far as it 
Joists, has of course reacted unfavourably. 
1 be Shah, who had promised a new deal, 
was failed to live up to his promise. There¬ 
fore, it is generally felt, he must W either 
a knave or a fool, or both. This is. of 
course, a heaven-sent opportunity for all 
adversaries of the shah, his dynasty or his 
country, and they have not been slow to 
exploit it. 

3 Uni it ts nipt only among the un¬ 
informed public that the Shah's popularity 
bas waned Both in Government circles 
arid among those elder statesmen who were 
prominent supporters of constitutional 
referm and the extension of the royal pre¬ 
rogative. feeling now varies knwreu mild 
dismay and violent indignation at His 
Majesty's failure to make himself master 
Hi his own housed As you are aware the 
Shah has one brother. Prince Alt Rtjca. and 
1 'vo sisters. Princess Shams, who is the 
eldest <,f the family, and Unncr-s Ashraf, 
bis twin. He has also a number of half- 
brothers and sisters, among whom the only 
personality worth mentioning is the Ameri¬ 
can educated Prince Abdiir lfiza who. being 
ihe son of a Qajar princess, is debarred 
from the succession. The Shah is particu¬ 
bit U devoted to Princess Ashraf who, un- 
bke himself, appears to have inherited the 
strong will mid other dynamic attributes 
"f her autocratic father She has a lively 
intelligence and strong personal feelings, 

well as beauty and charm. Her affection 


for her brother takes an intensely partisan 
form, which bus set her at loggerheads with 
Hriute Ahdur R\za and nnwt members of 
her family as well as with an in creating 
number of others who have had the ill- 
form i ie to cross her path J he I ate 11 i n i si e r 
ot Court, AbdttL Husain llazhir, was 
geti&ruJiy believed t" nave been entirely 
under her influence, and another prominent 
member of her private circle is A bub Hasan 
Ibtihnj. i he Hi rector of the National Bank, 
whc jsc wi ie i a (me of her Lrn i ies in VYjii i iiig. 
khustau Hidayat, the promoter of the 
fSkl trade unions, which now threaten to 
inunn|Kii)si the union movement in Persia. 
i.« also under her spell. In fact. Her High 
uessA range of interests is very wide indeed 
and extends, to almost every branch of 
national life With the appointment of 
I Lulur, an a dnu ruble hut strangely un¬ 
popular man, as Mi [lister of Court, follow¬ 
ing as h did the reintegration in the Royal 
demesne of estates confiscated by HiShah, 
the feeling crystallised that ii vui* her 
intention bo persuade the Shah to follow 
in the footsteps of his faibcr, The shah 
is. however, eminently unsuited for such a 
rdle. Brave and gentle, public-spirited 
conscientious nnd easily swayed, he is 
undermining his health in a vain attempt 
to carry on his own shoulders the entire 
burden of Government. In Harhir he 
found an experienced administrator, well 
informed and entirely loyal, who was also 
conspicuously lacking in political sense and 
in the power of delegation. The effect of 
this appointment was therefore to pile 
Pelioti on Ossa. to entourage the Hr incests 
in her misguided desire for personal [xmrar, 
and completdv to ddetimk a Government 
which w T tts already abject m its subuiisstL>n 
to the Royal will Consequently, the 
assassination of Hazhtr lias removed an 
additional source of friction and misunder¬ 
standing, but the root of the trouble 
remains. 

4 I r is now two years since, with the 
rejection of the Boviet Oil Agreement, this 
{tumiry freed itself from the last, serious 
impediment to its normal development aris¬ 
ing out of the war and post-war periods. 
During that interval, which coincided 
roughly with [lie life of the 15th Majlis, 
the tuition's affairs have been a) it stand¬ 
still Until bsi Fehruaiy the Majlis itself, 
by its inertia, was chiefly to blame for this 
but the attempt on the life of (be monarch 
gave a new turn to events Within the 
space of four months the Shah was granted 
the increase in his prerogative For which 
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be bad been pressing and, in the process, 
the Majlis was galvanized into some sem¬ 
blance of activity, Hut, as 1 have already 
explained, the high hopes thus engendered 
were soon to give way U> a dangerous sense 
of frustration for which the Shah himself 
l s now held personally responsible, This 
resentment is not. I fear, unjustified or 
indeed surprising Even if an aide and 
vigorous Government had Iveen continuously 
in office since the autumn of 1047 it would 
have hail an uphill task to overcome the 
obstruction of vested interests both i it the 
Majlis and outside it. But a se cession of 
weak Governments selected and sponsored 
b\ the Shah has virtually paralysed this 
primitive economy- In recent months the 
cost '? living ha* risen steeply and unem¬ 
ployment as still rising, while hoarding, 
amuggiing an I racketeering of every kind 
are rife and She law hire been brought into 
u degree of contempt that is remarkable 
even in Persia. Indeed were it nm fur the 
revenue- lerived from the Anglo-Iranititi 
Oil Company ami the energy and ability 
i > the <" 1 1 i of oi the General Staff I have 
little doubt that, sprite independently of 
ihe machinations of underground agencies, 
there would have been serious social dis¬ 
order <iw months ago. Against this un¬ 
promising background the Seven-Year Plan 
has been taking definite shape but it cannot 
exist in iflMtft and if authority declines 
much further there will soon he no basis for 
planning- 

This dangerous situation cannot, Suit 
end badly, in my opinion, unless the Shah 
is prepared to accept and to support a 
strong ami effective Government when he 
returns from America At my last- 
audience on 12tb November His Majesty 
told me that he intended to ask Mohnamiwd 
Sii'id to remain in office until he bad secured 
the ratification nf the supplemental oil 
agreement by the new Majlis, mi d to give 
way then to a younger and more active man. 
It seems that M Su'id has already agreed 
to this- and from what I know of him he 
will have dune m gladly. But the selection 
of M Sa id's suiteaser will lie a vital 


decision for the country, tor the Shah and 
perhaps for his dynasty, In this country 
the Prime Minister is the Government ; if 
he is strong the Government is strong, and 
pi-r contra. Owing to the absence of any 
formed political parties there can be no 
loiihtions ami, us u rule, do two outstanding 
personalities will accept office in the same 
t -a1 1 i nei. Si n mg peraun a l i ties a re even 
career in Persia than in most other 
countries, but the Shah has so far set his 
face against entrusting any of them with 
the reins of Government, During the past 
twelve months 1 have on several occasions 
urged him to do so, but ii lias been home in 
upon me that His Majesty would nut con¬ 
sent to tliis until be was on the brink of 
t he abyss. In my opinion he is nearing that 
point now. hut. I hope and believe that when 
he returns to Persia it will still be possible 
ti: pen-wide him to abandon his attempt to 
govern the cuntri himself, and to convince 
him that (he risk (J f a strung lTime 
Minister monopolising power is u> nothing 
to that inherent in the present trend. 

ti A- I have said, the choice of suitable 
men ri very limited indeed. Qaviun-es' 
SuliarieU is now lnu k from abroad He is 
no younger and is ^aid to he seriously ill of 
his old complaint, hut however that may 
lie and even if the Shah were prepared ff»r 
a reconciliation (which would surprise me 
greatly) for the reasons given in my 
despatch No. 400 of 20th December. IMS 
j should still view Qavams return to power 
with strong misgiving. More sikdy candid¬ 
ates are Alt Mansur and S&yyiil Zia-ud- 
Din I do not, however, intend to tltecuas 
these or other personalities in the present 
despatch. My main purpose here is to 
emphasise l.hi- importanS* which I attach 
to the underlying principle and the gravity 
of the consequences which t foresee if it is 
ignored much longer. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Hts Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton and Moscow and to the head of the 
British Middle East Office, Cairo, 
f have, A'v 

d H Le ROUGKTEL. 
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PERSIA: MONTHLY REPORT FOR DECEMBER 104 S 

J. Li Rotitjt'tff to Mr. Bevin, (ftrc#>vrd 17 ih Jtmu(tfy) 


(No. 7) Tehran, 

Sir* January, 1U4S) 

With reference to my despatch No. S&3 
of 7rh December, I have [he honour to 
submit the following report on events in 
Persia during the month of December H>48, 
As regards internal politics, the Sa'ed 
Government gradually strengthened its 
pi is i t .1 on and obtained two votes of eoniL 
dcti. i.\ There was some improvement in 
the food situation, in foreign affaire there 
were no major developments. 

Foreign Relations 

^ < ‘on versa lions were resu med between 
the Persian Government and the Soviet 
Embassy for a Commercial Agreement to 
increase mutual trade. .Negotiations on 
this subject had been carried on last sum¬ 
mer but reached a standstill in August 
when the Soviet ambassador returned to 
the U.S.S.R. on leave. He appears to have 
returned with instructions to resume them, 
and several conversations have taken place 
between him and the head of the Soviet 
Trade Delegation on the one hand and the 
Minister for Foreign Affaire ami Persian 
officials on the other. If is now reported 
that the objective is a J ‘ barter " arrange¬ 
ment under which the U.S.S R. would 
supply mainly materials required by the 
Persian railways and would take in return 
chiefly foodstuffs, such as rice, dried fruits 
and cooking fats,. Soviet wireless propa¬ 
ganda continued to be active, particularly 
that directed to Azerbaijan, and much was 
made for propaganda purposes of the 
establishment of t he so-called Independent 
Kurdish Rc-puhl ic at Eri von on Soviet 
territory. The Moscow and Baku wireless 
transmitter* kept up their attacks on 
American ac tivities in Persia, in pan h u¬ 
la r those of the American service missions, 
and on American assistant# in connexion 
with the Seven-Year Plan, which was 
described as a plan to complete the econo¬ 
mic enslavement of i lie country. The 
Persian general stall issued a broaden si 
denial on i 3th December of allegations that 
armaments had already been delivered 
from lhe United States in order to make 
Persia into a base for aggression against 
tliB U S SJt. : they pointed out that the 

mm 


arms deliveries contract was an ordinary 
open commercial deal, that the arms to tie 
delivered were purely defensive and that 
none of the material would arrive in 
Persia until mid-January, A further 
statement was issued by Radio Tehran on 
25th December, denying the allegation that 
the Americans were building military air 
fields in Persia under the Seven-Year 
Plan; it said that Persia bad at present 
only four all-weather landing grounds. that 
none were being instructed at present, hut 
that it was natural that some of the exist¬ 
ing aerodromes used for civil aviation 
should lie improved under the plan. 

3. The American ambassador, Mr. 
Wilev, wits on leave in and travelling to 
t he Uni led States throughout the mouth. 
The former ambassador, Mr. George Allen, 
who had attended the U N EAC.O. Con- 
fereme at Beirut as principal United 
States representative, arrived in Tehran 
nU isith December for a two-day visit, in 
the course of which he was received in 
audience b\ the Shall, and made a state- 
men! to the press denying that his visit had 
any particular political significance On 
his arrival in the United States. Mr. Wiley 
also made a statement to the press calling 
attention to the need of American assis¬ 
tance to Persia and expressing his convic¬ 
tion of the integrity of the Shah's motives 
in wishing to advance the development of 
the country; this wa* seizes! upon luv the 
opponents of the Court, who complained 
again of American intervention in Persian 
internal affairs. 

4, The Shall gift to King Ibu Baud at 
the time of the visit of Persian pilgrims to 
Mecca (see my despatch No. 33!) was 
reciprocated by the despatch of a special 
Saudi-Arabian emissary to bring the Shah 
messages of friendship from King I bn 
Sum I and a present of three Arab horses; 
and certain objects of religious interest. 
Relations with other neighbouring Moslem 
countries developed normally, though 
agitation in the Majlis and press asserting 
Persian rights to Bahrein and other Per 
sum Gulf islands continued as before 
Considerable publicity was given to the 
visit to Tehran, on fare return from the 
V N E.S.C.O. meeting, of Uahjbtillah 
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Kimii, the Afghan Minister of lldutmlion 
and ii 11 a sta turnout to the press on 23th 
December M. Sa>J said he bad hoped for 
ait early solution of the Helmand .River 
dispute. Publicity was also given to the 
visit to Tehran of Ghazi Zahireddin 
Ahmad, described as the Minister for 
Foreign Air airs of A/-ad Kashmir, who was 
freely entertained in that capacity by 
Persian sympathisers. The Indian and 
Pakistan ambassadors were both absent 
from Persia during the month 
5. Some interest was aroused by events 
in Indonesia and by the assassination of 
Kuh r:esh_v 1 \isha, Sy m pat I jy w i th the Indie 
liesion republicans was expressed both in 
tij-.f Majlis and the press, and the Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
both sent messages of condolence to the 
Egyptian Government and to Mine Nok- 
rashy. CommunRi successes in China were 
exploited by Left-wing propaganda to 
point the moral about the fate of a country 
which had hitherto been in the bands of a 
capitalist ruling class. l or the Persian 
puhlu a> a whole, however, all these dis¬ 
tant events were followed with detachment 
compared with the more pressing needs of 
t very day life and with the more intriguing 
details of Persian politics, 


Interna! Affairs 

(5 The Ka'ud Government, whose* pusi- 
iL'>n at the beginning of the month 
appeared most unsteady; became more 
firmly established as a com^queiKc of 
iiit reaged siippon. ImilIi from the Shah and 
within the Majlis. The vote of confidence 
on the < KivcrnmetiL’s programme was taken 
on M:h Decernher jvm d resulted in a vote of 
fifty six to one. with thirty-seven absten¬ 
tions. A draft resolution altering the 
Majlis house rules, in order to prevent 
Ik-ptities from adopting filibustering tat- 

ii. ^ and from postponing the business of 
the House* indefinitely by Withholding the 
quorum, was tabled on 3th December under 
h procedure of urgency; though it was 
never voted, the fact that it was laid before* 
the House -aicnis to have had a beneficial 
effect and members showed more sense of 
responsibility iluring tlu> rest of the month 
The Cabinet was reorganised on i2th 
Dwcembei*. appointments being made to 
ministerial pueU which had hitherto been 
vacant, with the exceptions of the Minis- 
tries of Justice and of the Interior* the 
latter remain* in the hands of the Prime 
Minister. 


7* Behind the scene in the Majlis, the 
trial of strength continued between the 
supporters and opponents of Qavam us- 
Saltcneh. The former hud first refused to 
vote supplies to the Government unless the 
Government first undertook to obtain 
■Qayarn's acquittal from the charges which 
had been made against him. Prolonged 
lobbying resultedl in a bargain siud n signed 
Agreement whereby the former agreed to 
vote funds for the payment of salaries for 
the remaining four mouths of the Persian 
year, provided the Qatv&m case were put 
next on the agenda of the House; this 
if nulled in a vote on 28 th December of 
ninety to one in favour of the Government 
authorising iht four months’ budget. On 
the following day the Prime Minister held 
:i press conference, at which he drew sit ten- 
turn t(j the action already taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment and to his policy for the next few 
months; this statement which was well 
received, was taken to mean that the Gov¬ 
ernment Hits at last reasonably well estab¬ 
lished. 

c\ The food situation improved during 
the month, to some extent ns a result of 
Government measure.*’ to reduce hoarding 
and to correct maldistribution, v.tj. y by 
■ linsignments nf grain from the surplus in 

ihe neighhoiirh.I nf Aruk (Sultana load) 

tn IvhuziHLim which is the worst deficit area 
this year. Hoarders have also released 
grain in view of the improved prospects 
for next year’s harvest owing to rain and 
copious snowfalls, The Intier interrupted 
road communications throughout northern 
and north-western Persia during the Inst 
week of the month 

0, The Government has reaffirmed its 
intention to earn uul the Seven Year Plan, 
and M. Sited has said (hat his chief motive 
for doing so was in order thereby to reduce 
the inequality of incomes and economic 
distress The draft contract for the 
engagement of experts during the second 
phase through Overseas Consultants In 
ctirpor&ted was approved by the Cabinet 
towards the end of December. subject to a 
few minor modifications to be negotiated 
by the Persian Embassy in Washington. 

IU A press campaign against the 
Imperial Bank of Iran developed towards 
rht* end of the month when in view nf the 
impending expiry nf its concession on 
Hist January the hank’s future position 
came up for consideration by the Cabinet : 
M. Ehteh&j governor of the Bank Melli, 
sought to use the occasion to have condi¬ 
tions imposed which would cripple the 
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operations oi the Imperial Bank in this 
country. The outcome is still uncertain. 

11. The Labour Lav. has now been 
finally accepted hv Lhe Majlis Committee 
and it remains for the full Majlis to be 
invited to accept the qommittee’s work 
ami fon jullv approve i In* low The l 'i iinc 
Minister and the Minister without Port¬ 
folio, who is nominally in charge of the 
Ministry of Labour* show every determina¬ 
tion io place the Labour 1-uw high on the 
Majlis agenda 

12. The E.S.K.I, Trade Union under the 
leadership of Khosrow Iledayat has shown 
little sign of activity since the termination 
in November of its annual general congress. 
On the other hand. Am Gezelbasli, t In¬ 
former rival within E.S.Kd of Heduyui 
who was dismissed from the organisation 
at the congress, has been actively recruiting 
support for his. independent union Much 
publicity was given to the inauguration 
on 3rd December of a new trade union 
under the name of ' The Reformers Group 
of the Central United Council ’ which 
claimed to have (iM.Unu members. Although 
this union pretends to a secessionist 
movement from the Tudeh organisation it 
scents in fact to be entirely artificial, sup¬ 
ported by tlte general staff and possibly 
intended as a weapon for the forthcoming 
elections. The Ttideh Trade Union showed 
few signs of open activity during 
December. 


The Provinces 

13, The celebration of the anniversary of 
the Liberation of Azerbaijan on i^tb 
De(«ml>er p 8946, was an Decision for 
genuine rejoicing at Tabriz- If was 
marked by military reviews throughout the 
country, There arc some Might signs of 


trade recovery in Azerbaijan, particularly 
in the carfiet trade, and exports of raisins 
to the Soviet Union have been resumed 
though hitherto on a small scale, The 
governor-general is also reported to have 
ordered a detailed study of the possibility 
of developing export routes from Azer¬ 
baijan by Trebizond and Alexandivtia, 
Soviet, propaganda, however, continues to 
give rise to some apprehension as Jo lhe 
activities of the returned deportees of 
Soviet sympathies, who have settled again 
in Azerbaijan after their release from 
tamp? in South West Persia and appear 
in be receiving subsidies from Soviet 
sources. 

14. The rain ami snow caused consider¬ 
able floods in the Isfahan area and a nuni- 
her of villages were destroyed The 
casualties were given as twenty-one deaths 
and a number missing while 2.500 people 
were rendered homeless. Relief action has 
Iwen taken both by the Persian “ Red lion 
and Sun" Organisation and by the 
Government, which voted a 400,000 rial 
credit arid arranged for the despatch and 
-IGtribution in the affected area of ll>0 tons 
of flour. The Shah also made a personal 
donation of 250,000 rials for relief 
purposes. 

15 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington, Moscow and Bagdad; to Air 
Headquartor* I raq, i h rough H is M ajesty s 
Embassy at Bagdad; to the Commander in- 
Chief East Indies and tile Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; io the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo; to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 

Delhi and Karachi, and to all His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia. 

T have, &i\ 

J H LE ROUGE ILL. 
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(No. 48) Tehran, 

8ir T 1th February, 1941? 

With reference to ray despatch No. 7 of 
flth January, 1 have the honour to submit 
the following report on events in Persia 
during the month of January There were 
no develop menLs affecting Persian/Soviet 
relations. The attention of the public was, 
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however, increasingly drawn u> Anglo* 
Persian relations by activity and talk both 
in the Majlis and in the press about the 
resumption of the Angb-I rani an Oil Com 
pany negotiations and about tlm expin 
on 31st January of the Concession of the 
Imperial Rank of Iran There were no 
outstanding developments in internal 
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pol;tics, A w a ve of ext remely cold wea t her 
interrupted communications and caused 
some distress, especially in Northern Persia. 

Foreign Relations, 

2 Attention was directed to the affairs 
of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company by a 
passage in :m interview granted by the 
Prime Minister to Reuters correspondent 
on llth January in the course of which he 
said that the Government intended to 
ensure the strict compliance with certain 
i hi uses of the Concession and to safeguard 
Persia's interests. He demanded an 

equitable return from the resources of the 
country whatever the conditions in which 
they were utilised by the company. This 
statement was taken up by the Majlis 
Deputy, Abbas Iskatiduri. in an inter¬ 
pellation lodged on 13th January* who 
objected to the implication that the Govern¬ 
ment accepted the Concession as it stood 
and to the fact that no protests had been 
made ai the construction of refineries by 
the company outside Persia In the course 
of a long speech which began on 20th 
January he proceeded to attack the Com¬ 
pany and demand the revision of the t on 
cession I le was answered by M. Taqizadefc, 
who appealed for moderation and pointed 
out 1 hat the violent tactics of Reza Hhah in 
cancelling the previous Confession in 1933 
nut right had largely hampered subsequent 
negotiations for the renewal of the Con¬ 
cuss ion. So tne t on fusion w a s tai tse< 1 f >y t he 
publication in the press mi 14 th January 
of a statement, unsigned hut generally 
believed to tie unofficial leakage, sugj^vsting 
(hat the renewal of negotiations was due 
to a somewhat peremptory Mimmons hv the 
Persian Government to the Company to 
pend out negotiators immediately. The 
Minister of Finance, who had in fact 
received a letter from the company on Utb 
< I a nlin ry ex p ressi ng i t s reai 1 i ness t.e 1 resi i ill e 
negotiations under certain circumstances* 
issued an official statement on 18th January 
which referred to the letter in question 
though it did noi make it dear that the 
initiative for the resumption had been taken 
by the company The company’s negotia¬ 
tors are expected to arrive in Tehran to 
res n me < < m versat i nn s ea rly j u Febniary, 

3 The agitation against the Imperial 
Rank referred to in paragraph 10 of my 
despatch under reference was considerably 
increased during the month at the instiga¬ 
tion of M Khtebaj (rovwnor of the Bank 
Melli Id spite of n statement by the Prime 
Minister in hie interview with Reuters 


that the hank would lie a Rowed to continue 
its activities in Persia as a private enter¬ 
prise undercurrent legislation after expiry 
of its Concession, the Minister of Hnance 
informed the bank on 25th January chat 
unless a satisfactory working arrangement 
about relations between it and the Rank 
Melli were reached before 31st January 
it would not be allowed to continue opera¬ 
tion!. This was backed up by further press 
attacks and by a letter addressed to the 
Majlis on 25th January by M, Haerizadeh 
and a number of other deputies and others 
demanding that the Concession should not 
be renewed and that the bank should not 
it'ntinue operation. The bank is registered 
in Persia and is free tu operate as an 
ordinary enterprise, the Concession itself 
amounting to little more than a bams for 
mx exempt inn. By the end of the month 
the matter was still unsettled, though M. 
Ivbtrhaj had informed the manager of the 
bank of the requirements which lie* as* 
Governor of the Central Rank, considered 
the Imperial Rank should fulfil in order 
to continue operation, 

4 Soviet propaganda continued to make 
unfounded allegations about American air¬ 
field construction in Persia, which led to 
yet another denial on the Persian side, 
The first shipment of American war 
material which was expected to arrive in 
the Persian Gulf during the month was 
delayed and tile ship with this cargo on 
board is expected at BanderShahpur in the 
first week of February 

5 M. Nilri I&faiidiari, former Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, lias proceeded to Delhi 
ori his appointment as Persian Ambassador 
n> India and has presented hie Letters of 
Credence. He represented his country at 
the iHHiforence called hv Pandit Nehru to 
discuss the Indonesian question. Before 
his departure the present Minister, M 
Hekmrit, made a. speech iti the Majlis nn 
22nd J anna ry ex pressi ng I 'e rs i a n sym |tat h y 
with the cause of the Indonesian Republic. 

8, M. Abdul Hussein Sadiq Isfnndiari, 
formerly Consul-General at Jerusalem, has 
been appointed Persian Minister to Sniidi- 
Arabia. 

Internal Affairs 

7. Further progress has been made with 
the Seven Year Plan, and in the interview 
to which I have already referred the Prime 
Minister again gave pride of place to the 
Plan, which he said was the chief goal of 
the Government '* policy, as a means of 
banishing unemployment and improving 


the lot of the peasants. Though there was 
some delay in the actual signature of their 
contract, experts from Overseas Consultants 
1 neoipo rated comprising the first group of 
those engaged on the second phase (a 
detailed study and examination of the 
possihili ties of the Plan) arrived In Tehran 
‘'■s 1 24th January and will be followed hv 
further parties at weekly intervals. The 
British firm of consulting engineers 
Alexander Gibb & Partners are now 
associated wiih Overseas* VmBuliaiits Iriior- 
porated for the present phase of the [ Jan. 

- The time of the Majlis was largish 
taken tip in thu early part of the month 
with the detailed examination of the bud¬ 
get. >'I Lhe Ministry of War. The main part 
of (his budget, providing a credit represent- 
ing the difference of expenditure in the year 
ending Mar* h MlJS au,[ [\ t gi ending March 
Rl+9, was approved by eighty-one votes out 
of ejgjtty-ei gh t on 9th Jam 1 a ry T he fu i L t he r 
proposal to vote £2 1 u0iXm>0 sterling to pur¬ 
chase small arms ammunition in Belgium, 
which ivas the target of considerable critic- 
''in- was debated separately and approved 
m the Majlis Budget Commission ;ii the 
f -‘ud of the month Other subsidiary votes 
connected with the main budge 1 for the year 
ending March 1949 were also approved in 
the Majlis Budget Commission, though 
they Imve not yet gone It fore the Cham tier 
Bmoeediugs in the Majlis and the execution 
of tint- Governments programme were 
flowed down by the bargain referred to in 
my despatch under reference whereby the 
Government had agreed to put Qavam’s 
cose on the agenda before proceeding with 
further work, and also by the illness nf the 
tteime Minister who for some days was 
bu it I ile to attend to public business. On 
Jlst 1 Ri unary it was reported in the press 
I hut Qavain was about to leave for Paris 
b' continue the course of medical treatment 
be had l^giui there hist year. 

9 ['he cold weather which rontinned 
throughout the first thrive weeks of January 
resulted In a dislocation of communiratinns 
and in considerable suffering of the popula¬ 
tion. lu the southern part nf Tehran, 
which is the poorest quarter and where the 
build togs are mostly of old mud construe- 
lion, 11 intuited to withstand snow and ire. n 
number of people were rendered homeless 
and there were some accidents such as the 
collapse of a bath establishment which 
resulted in seven deaths and a number of 
casualties. Relief measures were taken hv 
Mte Government and the quarter affected 
tvfm visited by the Prime Minister and by 
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members of the Royal Family, Relief funds 
were voted and provision made by the 
fkdesiasttcal authorities for the heating 
ot Nioscpic-S in order ro provide emergency 
atxflmmodation for the homeless. The $ now 
find rain throughout the country improved 
harvest pinspects for next year, and the 
fiHid situation improved correspondingly, 

Ri. M, Khtehaj, the Governor of the 
Rank Melli Iran advanced a step further 
towards his goal of a reduced and stabilised 
rate of exchange for commercial imports 
and exports when the Council of Ministers 
on h'th January. I 949 approved two decrees 
modifying the exchange regulations issued 
between Ttily and September. 1948. One 
decree authorises the Bank Melli I can to sell 
Government exchange (including sterling 
obtained from the Anglo-Iranian oil Com¬ 
pany). the profit on such operations to be 
used by the Ministry of li nance for the 
reduction nf taxes on cotton pia^a-gaods 
sugar, tea, kerosene and petrol in order to 
lower the cost of living. The second decree 
li rails the use of foreign exchange pm 
1 based at the njficial rate to Government 
imports only private importers will have 
to the free market for the major part 
of their foreign exchange requirements. 
The intention Is that, ultimately, all foreign 
exchange needed by private importers will 
lie purchased at the free market rate, which 
will lie appreciably reduced. The new 
decrees aroused n storm of protests among 
imervhantfi, but it is doubtful whether they 
will he substantially modified 

n 1 lie Labour Law ha> successfully 
passed its committee stage in the Majlis 
and h favourable moment is now awaited 
for submitting the committee's rei^m- 
men Intion to the full Majlis for approval 

The Provinces 

12 Tile month was on t lie whole uneven! ■ 
fnl in Azerbaijan : measures have been 
taken to deal with increasing employment 
and the bread situation has improved as 
a etui sequent* of action by the authorities 
to moke a better adjustment of supplies 
issued to bakeries The cold weather has 
interfered wi ih tvamnunicat Iona and caused 
the closing of schools. Soviet, propaganda 
has lietin actively attacking the Governor- 
General for his anti-Boviet attitude and 
the ^[iviet Kmhassy in Tehran is reported 
to have requested Ins removal. 

13. There are some indications of 
tnciwwod Tudeh activity in Khmistnn A 
one-day strike took place in December in 
the Anglo Iranian Oil Company's marine 
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workshop* at Ab&d&xi anil it is feared that 
there mrtv further strikes and industrial 
trouble this year. Mohumtuedi the Anglo- 
Indian Oil Company worker who attended 
the International Labour Organisation 
Petrol Committee Meeting at Geneva has 
recently visited Tehran to present griev¬ 
ances of Abadiui workers to the Ministry of 
1 Jlbou r ; they da ini that the customary 
procedure for settling griirranees was toeing 
nhsirmted, that tire current rate of real 
wiii^es ] s in ad equate owing to (hr increased 
of living and that there have been 
unjustified di*mM*als : it is not dear how 
far Miduimmedid mission was undertaken 
on Ttideh orders. A number of Tudeh 
leaders are reported to have paid surreptit¬ 
ious visits to Abadan recently, and 
suspicious character* have Keen arriving at 
Ahwaz from the North. 

14 Early in January there was a one- 
day strike of approximately 10*000 textile 
workers in Isfahan owing to the employers 
refusal to observe the traditional practice 
e>!" giving every worker ;i sum of money 
ostensibly for the purchase of winter doth* 
inu 1 J \rge stock* of doth, for which a 
market cannot readily he found, are hold 
in most factories ami the employers 
posed giving this, instead of money, to the 
workers Mam workers normally use the 
annua] money grant to meet more pressing 
needs than clothing (r.a. winter fuel) and 
the dispute was only settled when the 
employers agreed not only to give cloth hut 
al-. it sum of money ’ s Ui pay the tailor 
There is no suggestion that this dispute 
was in any way inspired by tin* Tudeh 
organisation or had a political motive The 
Pashmhnf Wool Spinning and Weaving 
Factory (1*800 workers) which* for many 
months, has l^en complaining of inability 
to withstand foreign competition finally 
closed down on 27th Janaary ; other textile 
fin lories in Isfahan are threatening to fol¬ 
low suit. 

15, Work on the vonrtnu-tuui of Lhe 
Isfahan power plant buildings is pItjgms- 
ing. hut the work on the other British 
undertaking, the Ktihrang irrigation tun¬ 
nel, ha* been hampered by the heavy snow 
which has COt off i-oitnnunicatlons between 
the site and Isfahan There has been some 
unrest in the Chahar Mahal district and 
complaints made against the activities of 
the Rakhtiari Governor; investigations by 
the Goveraor-Genbral of Mahan, how¬ 


ever, have cleared up this matter, though 
the Governor-General himself has now been 
replaced. 

ltj. f oiiditiottH in tribal areas generally 
are quiet and good relation* continue to 
exist between the Qa*hgais and the military 
a n t hi>r 1i ies. T on ve r*a tion* on d i m nnamen t 
have been held at Ah was between the 
kohguhi chief* and Liu* military authorities 
but apparently without much progress 
being made. The Lioa r-Ahmadi* have given 
the Oil Company an undertaking that their 
tnbeameu will not interfere with Gompnny 
property. 

17 . There ha* Ijcen a deterioration in 
public- security in the Hbiraa area during 
i he last two months 5 there have been a 
number of eases of ears and lorries being 
held up by bandit* and there was eiu 
attempt on the life of the 1 lirector 1 »f 
Mutation at Shiraz. A minor battle also 
occurred in the Bushipe area between a band 
of smuggler* arid coastguards, resulting in 
the death of four coastguards, A smug¬ 
gling scandal involving large sun- ha* also 
tome Ui light in fthuziatau and it eommis- 
sir>n from the Ministry uf Justice has been 
carrying out investigations 

18 . The food situation in North-East 
Persia has improved recently, partly a* a 
consequence of rains having led jo the 
release of hoarded stocks a cid partly because 
the military authorities at Meshed took 
over the control of grain collection in 
I In igniber, ha vi ng obta i ned t he tempi>ra ry 
su pert-ess ion of the acting Governor- 
Gene rat (A new Govemor-Genernl has 
now been appointed,) The employment 
situation at Meshed has deteriorated as a 
result of the mid weather and the dismissal 
of ;i number of men employed on the upkeep 
of the shrine lands, the company in charge 
of which Inis now been wound up. 

in. I an l sending copies i*f this 1 iespateh 
to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton. Moscow and Bagdad ; t<> Air Head¬ 
quarter* Iraq, through Hi* Majesty’* 
Embassy a 1 Bagdad ; to the ('ommamler- 
i 1,,Chief East Indies and the Senior Natal 
Officer in the Persian Gulf ; to the British 
M iddle East Office* rniro ; to the l imed 
Kingdom High 1 onuuis* loners <11 New 
Delhi and Karachi* and 10all His Majesty’s 
Consular Officer* in I "ersia 
I have, A-e 

J II Lr, ROUtiETEL. 
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(No. 85) Tehran, 

Sir. l?t March, 1040- 

Wit h reference to my despatch Xa 48 of 
7th February last, 3 have the honour to 
submit the following report uii event* in 
Persia during February 1049. The scene 
was dominated by the attempt on the 
ShuhV life, by subsequent measures taken 
tn ensure public security and by prepara- 
tioos for the launching of the Shah's 
si heme for constitutional reform. There 
were no outstanding developments in 
Persia's foreign relations. Negotiations 
began both with the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company regarding the interpretation of 
the concession ami with the British Brink 
in Persia regarding its future condition* of 
ope rat ion, 

Z. Evidence which has now come to light 
leaves little room for doubt that the attempt 
nil the Shah * life mi 4 th Februan- wn* 
intended to be the signal for the instigation 
of widespread social disorder. The Tudeh 
Party in Tehran had on llmt day made 
various preparation* red had assembled 
HS* most active members, many of whom 
were armed, under the pretext of an anni¬ 
versary relebrn tion at a cemetery on the 
* nit ski rtsof the capital. Tudeh newspaper* 
had prepared special editions for the 
following day and the knowledge that great 
e ven t * we re impcndi n g was wide • *preai 3, 
In particular there was fore-knowledge of 
such events among Tudeh employees at the 
Kerej sugar factory and among other 
Tudeh members in the town of Mi a rich, 
whence arm* had recently hfii sen I bv lorry 
to Tehran 11 is also thought that prepara¬ 
tion had lteen made by Russian agents 
among she d avail mill Kurd*, and Left- 
wing syiiqiui Kisers at Kenti>fiahfth i 
al*M in expectation of events on 4th 
February. 

3, The attack on the Shah was followed 
by the immediate suppression of (he Tudeh 
Parly And by the establishment of martial 
law hi the capital. Both these measures 
were submitted to the Majlis, and imme¬ 
diately approved Subsequently, Action 
w.i- tn!; 1 .'r 1 giving the military authorities in 
other parts of the country discretionary 
powers to introduce martial law should the 
situation require it, and on ‘20th February 
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martial law was extended U> all provincial 
towns where there were military garrison* 
of divisional or brigade strength* and to 
certain other town* on the Caspian coast 
and to Darogaz in Northern Khorassan, 
and Hamndaii und M a layer A number of 
arrests -o' Tudeh sympathisers has already 
taken place in Tehran and the provinces, 
but no sentences have yet been passed. Un 
the whole these measures were remarkable 
for a mode mi ion which is thought to lie due 
to the Shah's personal intervent ion. 

4, Among ihe persona arrested were a 
number of newapaper editors who had been 
publishing scurrilous attack* on the Shah 
and i>n tlie Court in recent month* ami their 
papers were suspended: siweral of tlietn 
have now Iwcn condemned to period* of one 
lo five year*' iinpi'issonmeut, but have 
appealed ainl are Udng retried. A presa 
law was iutrodm-ed in tlie Majlis on 
8th February laying down the |w?noltv of 
immediate anest and summarv trial of (he 
editor of aii> paper which indulged in 
attack* on the Shah, the Royal Family, 
Islamic institution*, the Heads of Foreign 
.Slate*, and on minister*. Government 
official* or the Majlis, or inciting to sediti¬ 
on this measure, however, which was felt 
by many to go too far in extending immun¬ 
ity from critieiam lo (he Government and 
to the Deputies, gave rise to much opposi¬ 
tion and by the end of the month had not 
yet been passed 

5. The events of 4th February shook the 
Majlis out of the lethargy which has 
possessed it for the last few months, and 
the departure for Paris a few day* later of 
Qnvain us-SnItaneh removed \ further 
son Re of obftt met ion The ('ham her. t lie re- 
fore. cot 1 founds! it* critic* by Immediately 
appwring the decrees issued on 5th 
February' and bv jms^ing. on 15th February, 
the Enabling Bill for the Seven-Year Plan, 
which can now go forward into n more 
active phase n I though it suffered a slight 
check earlier In the month owing to ihc 
resignation of Ur, Vufici. The Majlis 
instated, when, passing the Bill* on imposing 
certain Hint tat ions (of salaries, Ac ) which 
may hamper future work, 

ft. The imperial firman ordering the 
preparation of the election* for the 
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H.?3i Legislature was on the due date 

of 25th February (exactly five months 
Uefore the expiry of the term of the 
l^tn Mafiis :■ M<m n while, the Shah’s deter¬ 
mination to improve tin- mitchtnory of 
r*'' nitJt * n * ky 11teas!srey. t*f u>rretitutional 
refonn had hardened After consultation 
with leading statesmen he idled a meeting 
01 ; ik ‘ party leaders on 25th February and 
Tl ' “ ! of h;s decision that a Constituent 
Assembly si mm Id I*; convened to discuss_ 

Mjl f ^ revision and completion of 
article 4e of the Constitution 
dveiling with the procedure for dia- 
Stilvju£t The Majlis; 

Cd the drafting <d a ripw article deter- 
mining the procedure to be adopted 
for amending the Constitution and 

>11 jjp]t'Utc nt arv I retws; 
o revision of ar r iVle 44 of the t mstitu; - 
tiofi to provide for the creation of 
tlie -Senate if, by the time the 
Assembly is convened, the Majlis 
b*> not yet passed the Senate Bill, 

f wn days later the President of the 
Majlis informed the Shah that he had 
*5*rived letters signed by members of all 

the tmiiiftn> supporting 11 is Majesty's 
1 j r '■ : " 1 1 n ■ :ti| d -in t he- folhnvjng dav re-ia 
February. the Prime Minister tominunicii- 
ted to the Majlis the text nf the decree con- 
vriking the Constituent Assembly. Before 
deciding on this important step ihe Shah 

informed both Mi- Majesty - Government 
and 1 he t iiited Slates Government nf his 

intention. 


started 

against. 

.used 

against 


Foreign Relations 

* notable developments in Soviet 
Persian relations m lu r i ei 1 , tu ri iig t b 

rnonT ^ * he Russians were slow to reat t u 
Ihe suppressron of the Tudeh Party, hit 
iilu-r a few days pause Moscow wi teles 
up with ii new campaign of afcum 
ilie Persian Government. whom i 
of taking reactionary measure* 
A E jJtr,tv which hurl no connexion 
whatever with the attempt on the Shah't 
Mr 1 he-i- allegations ware indignant I v 

^ ut . ted lsv (ht> p £t«ian press arid radio 
whicti act used XfdRtiw of need less] v 
antagonising Persian feeling. There is m 
dim i evidence of Soviet connivance in the 
attempted nssassination, hut several leading 
personalities in the Tudeh p ftrlv :t ,e 
N j sieved to have taken refuge in (he Soviet 
hmbtisw. The head gf the gendarmerie at 
Tabriz has also told His Majesty’s Consul- 


General that he had certain knowledge of a 
[dot to kill senior army officers and of 
preparations for Azerbaijan Democrat " 
force# to cross the frontier from the Soviet 
l niem had the attempt f^n weesrful 
On lidh Fdtruary the Soviet Ambn&ta- 
dm pj i►tested to the Persian Government 
agaiiisi the quotation in the Majlis In the 
Acting Minister of the Interior on 5th 
February of an extrac t from the diary of 
he Jtr Aral, the Shah's assailant, in which 
he said that he was an adherent of the 
Tudeh Party and that he realised that the 
party served (he interests of die Soviet 
I niloi- I he Minister for Ireresgn Affairs, 
however, replied that Dr. Eghbal had 
meidy quoted u piece of factual evidence 
to give ilie. Majlis a better appreciation of 
events, and that his action could not lie 
regarded an expression of the Govern¬ 
ment 's views. 

|b The military equipment which is 
hditg sent from the Unite*I Stares and 
^ ratt 1 lit t ierm aII v um ler t he \ mer ha n 
arr, is credits liegan to arrive according to 
flan, (he first ship having berthed nt 
Bander Shahpur on 4rh February. 

I nloading of this slop and of two mibse- 
quell! ships proceeded nt the planned rale 
in die owuje of the month, 10,000 terns of 
^ sir out of ;i total of 4(l.iKlll tons of wheat. 
mu it rail i and flour) which is being sent 
from die United States and Australia to 
help stabilise the food situation by pro¬ 
viding the Government with a reserve from 
which to ensure the maintenance of bread 
supfdies, arrived at the soiitliern porta nt 
the end of the month. The representatives 
of Overseas t onsultanie. Incorporated, who 
are preparing a detailed survey of Persian 
resources (phase 2 of I he preparation# for 
*he Seven-Year Plan) have begun work in 
Persia; this piiu.se is, expet tail to last for ns 
leant four months, during which a Unit forty 
experts m all will have come to the country 
frmn the United Slates and the United 
K iugdoin. 

ttl Conversations began on the two 
major questions affecting Anglo-Persian 
re lat ions; the modification* sought on the 
Persian side in the interpretation of the 
Atjgli.i-Eranuin nil Uompany ih>ij cession, 
siiid the terms under which the British 
Bank in Iran will operate now that its cou- 
'■j>sioM lias expired The negotiations with 
I lie oil company were begun with Mr Gas* 

<t i 13th February and are still proceeding 
The discuss ions between Mr, Kbtehaj 
Governor of the Bank Melli t and 
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'Sir Ki nail an c’.irr.waUis, on liehal f of the 
Bojird of the British Bank, l>egan on 
lfyh February'. 

Labour Coruli lion Industry and 

Agriculture 

U Towards the end of February the 
Minister of Agriculture presented to the 
Majlis u dec iree profxusing the estul'itsh- 
nieut of cfj-ojxirutive societies for the pur 
chase of iinplenients and seeds and for 
marketing pmdnre an increase in the num 
her of school^ hospitals and dispensaries in 
nirej] areas imd the inauguration of an 
ins an i me scheme against loss of crops or 
livestock. The decree ss now being studied 
bv a Parli amenta it Committee prior to 
formal present at ion to the full MnjHs. 

V2 In the trade union sphere, rhe 
(entnil United Council iTndeh) has been 
Kiippressed and many of its leaders im 
juiitoned. There has b«m m marked 
reaction on the part of the rank and file 
meml-es'ship. The lJovernment-sponsoretl 
U.s K 1 organisation is jubilant at the 
dbapipeuraru-e from the scene of its Tudeh 
ri v;G but mho ns incapable of using this 
favourable occasion for p>ftitive action 
l he sm al I e r i fidepei a ten ( orga 11 i sal iuri s 
(r.p,, the trade union group under 
Ceze!hash, which recently broke away from 
IvSK 1 ). which were until rerenlly 
regardeti m> having some use as ami Tudeh 
rallying points and jjermitted to ctuitimie, 
are now in hkhc danger of being forced out 
i>f existence owing to (he jealousy of 
lledayat, the head of FhSJtX, and owing 
to the fact that many of their meutbere 
lieitig e\ Tudeh, are* liable to be exposed to 
suspicion. 

13 The industrial position at Isfahan 
ln'iome iiti-reashigly cdlbMl during 
Febm®ry, a second large factory giving 
IfcOtics of intention to close at an curly dale. 
Pleas of inability to continue to function 
economhallv in tlae face of competition 
from foreign piece-goods were initially con 
flned to the woollen secliou of the Isfahan 
industry, but tin- cotton sections is now 
claiming that its situation is even more 
desperate. The Prime Minister’s pre> 
'visional decision is believed to he tftat loans 
fi hall be made to Isfahan factories which 
prove distress, that the condition for loan 
Wall be close supervision by the Goveru- 
irtent. of u^hnicaJ management and of 
expenditures, and that the advisability of 
iuif.H*ibjg protective tariffs will con- 


■sidcred. The Minister of National 
Uconomv. the Director of the I ml use rial 
and Mining Bank and the V'rider-8ecretJiry 
of the Ministry of Lnlmur have been sent 
by the Urime Minister to Isfahan to deter¬ 
mine the extent to which these proposed 
remedies would meet present difficulties. 
Mr Hu;-e r >«E O vt 1 rsea s < V mm 1 t;t u t $ has a I so 
been investigating the situ at ion of the 
Isfahan textile industry with a view to 
making recommendations for assistance 
undci the Seven-Year Plan. 

14. In Abadan earlier rumours of 
incipient unreal mining the workers 
crystal[iai;d during Febrimrv into n.mi- 
pbtints about high bazaar prices, poor 
qualify of clothing provided bv the com¬ 
pany nm.l dissatisfaction with the charges 
levied by the ouqtipatiy for iransi^ud to and 
from employmvm. These complaints wore 
steered through the existing industrial 
relations machinery and the workers were 
encouraged to make firm |.roposids 
(rewards the end ref the month it was 
annremiLed, through the join- uegreiinitag 
machiuerv, that as f r- >rn Gt March a. i.runs- 
p,.m uHowirtne ref 2 rial-, p- day would be 
given tu nil workers, litas urt*^ for 
muedymg the other grievances ;nv being 
stndieil. This action, together with the 
arrest during February ref eleven Tudeh 
lenders in Abadan, appears to have given 
the company sufficient breathing -pace to 
develrep its current pregraitsmesiif extensive 
social improvetnent, 

lu. Bain fall for the winter has been nor¬ 
mal in inosr parts of the country and 
Imrvtfs* [uoapee-ls for I94i> h re sal isift• Iren 
Thi the ret her hand, the extreme cold has 
caused great damage to citrus fruit crops in 
Fa rs ti n i i oi i the U as pi a n i :oast AII Hire v e 
mein of rice has bmi prohibited in Gilmi 
and prices have limpjK'd in umscqnemi*. 
The bread situation in the provinces, and 
particularly at Isfahan, i> uneasy reiving to 
the sum I i reserves left in iht* silos mi Tabriz 
the blockage of the roads by snrev, has given 
i isc to the danger of the reserves of fuel oil 
and kerosene becoming exhausted, which 
would make it necessary to restrict the 
operation of the bakeries. 

Bh There have Gi*n aitotka by bandits 
on read transport in the Kermanahnb dis¬ 
trict and near Borazfati on (lie Shiraz- 
Bnshire read. There has also been a ease 
of suspected arson at Jiamadan. where the 
ppet office wuis burned down. 
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17. I am rending copies of this? despatch 
to Hto Majesty s Ambassadors «il Washing- 
ton* Mosruw and Bagdad; to Air Head- 
quartern, Iraq, through His Majesty's 
Embassy M Bagdad; to the Commander-in- 
chief, East I Julios and the Senior Naval 
Offishr in the Persian Ciw'if: to the Inked 


Kingdom High t Anon issi oners at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office* Cairo, and to all His Majesty's 
Consular Officers in Persia. 

[ have. &C 

.1 H. LE ROUGETEL 


K 700$ 1013/34 No 41 

PERSIA: MONTHLY REPORT FOR MAY 1049 

Sir J t.r limy* tid to Mt\ ffaviti. (RtctUed M June) 


(No. 30d) Tehran, 

Sir, 7/A Juiu* 1949, 

With reference to my despatch No* 174 
of 8th May. I have the honour to submit 
the itiUuwing report on events in Persia 
during the month of May 1949- The Con¬ 
stituent \~seinbh pushed the Shah’s 
• i>- fur ! un^t ituihmal reform and lms 
I. j-u dtosoEred; the MajlC approved the 
Senat ■ Bill* referred the new electoral law 
i ■ n commissi ■ m and adopted new House 
nils to restrict absenteeism and ihslrue- 
tion Nik agreement was reached in the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company negotiations. 
There have hern ri" major development in 
foreign affairs. 

Foreign Relations 

2, The slight relaxation in teitthm in 
Soviet-Persian relations which occurred in 
April has k*en followed by a period of 
deadlock. The Soviet Ambassador is. still 
in Mow&w and there is no news of his 
return, while the new Persian Ambassador 
bus not vet proceeded to hi# post The 
>i.iict offer to resume trade negotiations 
hu- been withdrawn and the Soviet charge 
d'affaires lia-^ repeated M. Sadtchikov'a 
fiinner statement i bat an improvement in 
economic relations must be preceded lay an 
improvement in political relations The 
question of the Soviet coitaalutes has now 
ken settled all Soviet consulates in 
Persia and the sole Persian consulate in 
the I' S S it at Baku arc to be withdrawn, 
3 A further frontier incident occurred 
near A rdeldl cm Hih May. when a Soviet 
patrol opened lire on a Persian patrol 
which had inadvertently crossed into 
Soviet Territory in bad visibility No par¬ 
ticular importance is attached to this 
j i ihu i deni H is M uj est_v' s ( ‘on sn I - 1 kene r&l 

reports that there has been activity by 
Soviet air patrol# on the Azerbaijan fron¬ 


tier; after a brief interval, Russian wire¬ 
less transmissions have resumed their 
torrent of abuse of Persia* and a further 
sign of friction was the complaint by the 
Prime Minister’s Parliamentary Under¬ 
secretary about ait article in Pm ida 
a (Picking the Fudeh irials, On Ifllh May 
he summoned all foreign newspaper corres¬ 
pondent and asked whether Frarda had a 
cor respondeat in Tehran On being in¬ 
formed by trie Russian press attache that 
1 1 ie r-L- was no P ? ■ i r r/r/ - or res pi me ten t the re 
ihe ['nder-Secretary said that in future 
Jill foreign press ttrr respondents in Persia 
must have official credentials and any 
uiiaut ho fired correspondent discovered 
reporting fa Ire news items would k 
expelled. 

4 After remaining in Tehran for about 
a fortnight and explaining to the Persian 
i lovci ritneiit ihe Anglo Irsuiiiir ' ' ' ' 

pony's latest offer, Sir William Fraser 
returned U> London on Pith May without 
having reached any agreement. The oil 
company have, in fact, offered the Persian 
Government tonus which, on the bask of 
194$ production, would in future ensure 
a minimum annual payment of about 
i' 1 5 million compared will; actual pay¬ 
ments of about €7 million and t® million 
in 194" and 1 fit's respectively. The 
Minister of Finance, however, ha# shown 
■tintinued reluctance to sign an agreement 
even on these terms, due largely to his own 
fear of taking the responsibility for a deci¬ 
sion which may later to* criticised. The 
point on which the negotiations have 
broken down is the figure rsf the guaranteed 
minimum of aggregate annual pay me fits. 
The company are prepared, as already 
stated, to guarantee about L‘]5 million and 
the Government are insisting that pay¬ 
ments should not in future drop below tbs 
current level of Elfl-75 million. 
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5. The ishah opened on 11th May a new 
Tehran Si bool of Nursing built by Prin¬ 
ce-- Ash ral s Social Service# Organisation 
and equipped eu the expense of the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company, who also provided 
eiAit British nurse# a# teachers 

ft. The Minister for Foreign Affair# 
an non n ted on 15th May that a commercial 
agreement has been concluded bet ween the 
Tersian and French Governments, but the 
text of the agreement has not yet been 
published and the French Embassy haw no 
official knowledge even of its signature 
An agreement has also been concluded for 
an exchange of goods (chiefly dried fruits 
against German chemicals ntvd machinery) 
with Western Germany. and negotiations 
are proceeding with Italy for a payments 
agreement regarding current trade. A 
Persian (Government delegation Is shortly 
to visit Turkey to investigate the possibili¬ 
ties of increasing the transit trade through 
Turkey, with particular reference to the 
use of the port of Trehizomd for exports 
from Azerbaijan. Agreement on the text, 
of a bi lateral civil aviation convention has 
been reached between a Persian and a 
Netherlands delegation, though signature 
must await Persia's adherence to the 
Chicago International Air Convention, 
which has not yet been passed by the 
Ma.ilis, 

7. Mr. Liaqut Alt Khan. Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, spent several days in Tehran 
from 14th May on his return from the 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Cnn- 
ferr me in Fond on His visit was made 
the occasion for a daincmatretion of the 
friendly feelings of the Persian Govern 
menl toward# Pakistan; Mr Linqnl All 
Khan was received in audience by the 
Shah, accompanied His Majesty to a 
snorts meeting sir thr Military Academy 
and was the guest of honour at several 
banquets and reception# given by the 
Persian Government Jusi after his visit 
renewed interest was also directed to the 
itffaii-s of Afghanistan by the passage 
through Tehran on his way to Loudon of 
the Afghan Amhns*o.lnr 1 gardar Fare 
Muhammad Khan, who took the oppor¬ 
tunity to is. uc n press statement ventilating 
Afghanistan’# grievances against Pakis¬ 
tan in the matter of the nurth-wesl frontier 
trilies. This statement t ailed fort h a sharp 
rejoinder from the Pakistan Ambassador, 
Faiz Mn Immmad Khan also made an 
unsuccessful at tempt to reach provisional 
agreement with the Persian Government 
in the matter of [he Helmand River 


dispute; as he stated later in a newspaper 
interview, his renewed suggestion to the 
Per-iau Government that a mixed commis¬ 
sion should visit Sistan hi calculate the 
amount iff water require*] for irrigation 
there which the Afghan Government would 
subsequently guarantee (as a percentage of 
the total flow of the Hebnand) was rejected 
to* the Persians, who maintained their 
aiiitn le that the question could best to 
- . tided by international mediation. 

Internal Situation 

$, The Constituent Assembly v.as 
dissolved on Uffh May after approving the 
draft of two new articles of the Gcinstiiu- 
lion. One of these, a remion of article 4*. 
gives 1 the Shah flip right to dissolve either 
nr both Chaml**rs provided that the reason* 
for dissolution are stated and it dale 
appointed within one month, for the 
holding of elections for the new Chamber, 
which must assemble within three months 
of dissolution. The other article lays 
down iIn procedure tor future amen tmente 
of the Constitution by the convention of a 
Conslttuent Assembly on a vote f« 
effect being passed by a i wo-thirds 
majority in each of the two Houses, and 
. otifirmed by [he Shah. These parts of the 
Constitution relating to the institution 
of monarch) and the ostnhl tshinonr of Islam 
(in ihe Shiah rite) the official religion of 
the State will, however* remain inimitable 
flic sjartie article also laid it down that the 
Kith Majli s and Senate will themselves 
decide, in joint session, certain other 
mutters such as the revision of the laws 
determining sire and duration of each 
legislature the quorum rule and ihe 
article of the ('onstittitbm which limits tic- 
power of the shah to prevent the enforce¬ 
ment of Majlis da isioiis. After the ctm- 
diudmi of tlic Ajssembly’s lalwnrs It a 
members wen* received by the Shah who 
took the oath to the new ronsK till ion as 
now amended and delivered an extempore 
speech announcing thiU a i ampaiyn 
should now !w- opened against corruption 
in public life and that measures should 
be taken to bring about a greater degree 
of t let ‘tui troligJ.it ion in the i turn try, \nir- 
ttcularly in the field of municipal and 
tech n tea 1 adni 1 n i «d m t i on. 

9, The Majlis passed on 4tit May the 
Bill establishing the Senate and laying 
down the procedure for its election. The 
Bill establishing the Senate and laying 
the Senate to to? limited to Muslima; this 
bus led to much discussion ami W Ijften 
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if presen ted as unfair distriminaijon 
against Jews, (hri stums and Zoraastriang 
who are guaranteed full rights under the 
original Constitution At the end of the 
month a further motion was prepared, 
expunging £hi* restriction from the Senate 
law. The Majlis also discussed and 
refer rev 3 to a < oiuniksiun the Bill modify¬ 
ing 'doctoral procedure One point of this 
Bill in particular has been the target of 
criticism, as it introduces an indirect 
literacy qualification for votera by insisting 
that votes should bo recorded in writing 
on special papers issued in the polling 
slatiim nt. the ;ime nf registering the vote. 
There has been eonsidGrable discussion of 
tin pro- and ons for this proposal, and it 
is not expected that the electoral procedure 
Bill will become law until after the com¬ 
pletion of the elections of the 16th 
Majlis this summer In order, however, 
to eliminate any possibility of this an 
amendment hr-- been intrrdueed stipulating 
the issue to aU electors of special " elec¬ 
toral cards " These will take many months 
s pfvim-f The Majlis has also revised it.s 
HoU'C rules -o fts to preside for firmer 
itmtpvil uf methods of uid noting htisi- 
by penalising absenteeism, untieoes- 
r.iril-' long qu-e. he* and other nuisances 
roll ufated to hold up pariiamentarv 

business 

10 The more troubled phase in the 
prejtf nation of the Seven Year Plan, which 
started in April., continued during the 
month The new organisation of the 
planning authority and the appointment, of 
IT Ta h Sasr as dirwtoi general under 
the Supreme Planning Council presided 
over fii, Alt Mansur. was announced in the 
r-jirh fiari of the month. Alt hi nigh the new 
di rector general is already showing con¬ 
siderable activity, the new organisation has 
not yet settled down. The experts of 
Overseas Consultants Incorporated have 
returned to the United States to complete 
their final report by the end of June; the 
M iliiis requirement th.it a summary of 
projects [<i lie undertaken should be 
furnished by the third week in Mnv proved 
impracticable and was allowed to lapse, 
Nil prog res i can nuw lx? made with, the 
beginning iff the executive phase of the 
plan until ill* Majlja authorises the plan¬ 
ning authority to g«j ahead; the position at 
present it that i fie funds earmarked for 
tilt* p sir pose—60 per cent, of the oil 
hiy&Hiea for IB4& 49 and HK> per cent, iu 
the future—are no longer available for the 


general exchequer but cannot yet he drawn 
upon for the specific purposes of Lhe plan. 
M. van Zeeland, who has been summoned 
to Tehran to give advice to the Government 
on the monetary aspects of Lite plan and on 
general currency questions, spent a week in 
Tehran towards the end of the month and 
has returned to Brussels, M Ibtihuj, 
governor of the Bank Melli, returning to 
1-Vrsiii in lime to be present daring Mr. van 
Zeeland's visit 

!1 Plans have been drawn up hy the 
general stuff. on the $ halt's orders, for 
bringing the whole nf the gendarmerie 
tmdei the direct command of the army, 
w'ith the exception of a '-midi force of L0£)fl 
which is to remain under the Ministry uf 
ihe Interior to ensure the eufof ament of 
the verdicts of the courts. These changes 
have been the target of criticism in the 
American press, as they greatly restrict tlin 
scope uf the Pnited Stales Mission to the 
Persian gendarmerie, and also because they 
are considered to be a step along the path 
t'" mi lit my dictatorship In nn inspired 
statement an noun ring the proposed 
changes it was, however, stated that the 
function- of i in- mission would nut ins 
affected. 

VZ Ae the end of his speech to the mem- 
bers of the Oonsiituerit Assembly referred 
to in paragraph * hIkwc, the Shah 
announced an amnesty for those jouma 
lists other than Tudeh members who had 
been arrested after tile attempt on bis life 
in February In consequence seven 
journalists have been released, The triale 
nf members of the Tudeh have continued. 
The seventeen principal leaders of the 
Tudeh Party who have escaped arrest were 
tried in Tehran in their absence and the 
verdict was passed nn iBth May condemn ^ 
mg eight of the accused to death and the 
other nine to terms of solitary donfioanient 
ranging between five and ten years. Other 
trial- of subordinate members of the party 
have continued. Five sentences varying 
between three tin cl ten vears hard labour 
were passed on 11th Mnv while the number 
of sentences passed by military courts Srt-f 
month have been confirmed. Of the trials 
in Resht, all subject to confirmation, seven 
sentences varying between nine months and 
six years have been parsed, and three of 
the act used have been Acquitted At 
Isfahan a number of sentences varying 
between three and five years have on appeal 
been reduced to one to three years, and 
certain other* of the accused have lieen 
m-quitted At Shiraz also the authorities 
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have been lenient. The Tudeh Party h not 
a-tivc in that region and the few local 
mem tiers are to some extent innocuous In 
consequence, the sentences passed on those 
of the accused were quashed on appeal. 

Conditions in the Provinces 

13 In Azerbaijan there is considerable 
tritieism of the Government and discontent 
at the recall of the former governor- 
general, Khalil Fahimi. which is likely to 
nn reuse if a.- i;. feared, ids successor shows 
a disinclination to live permanently a: 
Tab rise or Ee apply himself with any keen 
ness to the problems of the province 

14. A serious disaster due to the long 
winter and late snow-falls has resulted in 
great suffering to the tribal Shahs&van 
population in the Meghan Steppe on the 
Soviet frontier north of Ardebii They 
have lost upwards of 400,0011 sheep and 
lambs and a number of horses And canids. 
They are consequently on the verge of 
star vation and with no hope of reconsti¬ 
tuting their fortune? Sonic 50.000 people 
arc said to have been affected, Relief 
measures have been taken by the (Govern¬ 
ment, tons of wheat and flour having 
been Mnt to the area from Ardebii; money 
has been collected in Tabri t and arrange 
meuts have been mode to send tip tractors 
In time to plough the land for the sowing 
of lieans and! potatoes. The Shahsavon 
tribesmen are a loyal dement on whom the 
military authorities dtqwnd for their 
assistance in the defence of this exposed 
part of Persia in ibe event of Soviet attac k 
or infiltration. However, the military 
authorities at Tabriz have stated that their 
loyalty and usefulness has not been affected 
by the calamity which has befallen them. 

15. Harvest prospects in the country are 
generally good, particularly in the north. 
There has been adequate rain in the Ker 
luansbah area ami in Khnzistan to make 
expirations above normal. For the first 
lime in several years the prices of rice in 
Gilau have shown a slight fall, and in 
general the food situation looks better 
throughout the country than ir has for seme 
time f with the possible exception of meat 
prices which are still high in certain parts 
of the country, notably in Kennaushab, 
The outlook of the textile industry in 
Isfahan has slightly improved with the 


announcement that the Government has 
decided to facilitate the importation of 
spare parts for die mills by the granting 
uf ■ red it-, and that Pashmhaf Mill has 
been granted loans totalling 14 million rials 
from the Bank Melli and the Agricultural 
Batik Rail and road communication 
between Ah wax and Khorianuhahr, which 
was cut owing to floods during April, has 
Ireei] resEoi-Cfl and there is some easing in 
consequence in the congestion on the 
■ tisiMius wharves at the port of Khorram- 
sha fir. 

Iff. Tudeh pamphlets printed in Tehran 
on May Hay have lieen circulating in 
Ahadan, referring to the success uf Ct)m- 
rmiuist forces in China and Greece, the 
failure nf the Marshal! Flan and oppres¬ 
sive measures by the Persian authorities. 
Khuzistoi was mentioned as the head¬ 
quarters nf the workers, who had *toud firm 
against the high-handed oppression of the 
Government and capitalists. There have 
been u number of further u‘l| meetings in 
Abadan at which speakers made attacks 
on ihe formation uf the Co-operative 
Snch ‘1 v. which was said to be a nuncmcnt 
on the part of the Goverrunnu and the 
company to support the Central In ton of 
Klvuzistnu Workers. The efforts made last 
in * ml h to Iming about a fusion between the 
union end (he reran a ms of Yusuf Iftik- 
liari s 1 nion of Oil Workers have broken 
down owing to the refusal of the leaders of 
the former union, particularly M Muham- 
nmdi The annual revision of the Anglo 
Iranian Oil Company 's minimum wage was 
completed in April, ihe monetary wage 
remaining at 40 rials per day. The 
workers appear to be satisfied with ihe 
revision. 

17. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Amlmtcsadore ut \Vtish 
ington, .\Wtiw and Bagdad; to Air Head¬ 
quarters, Iraq, through His Majesty s 
Kmbaaay at Bagdad; to the Commandrr-m- 
Chief Fast Indioo, and the Senior Naval 
Officer Persian Gulf; to ihe United King 
dom High Comissionera at New Delhi and 
Karachi; to the British Middle East Office. 
Cairo; and to all His Majesty's Consular 
Officers in Persia, 

I have. <frc, 

J I I LE ROUGE TEL. 
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E 8302/1013/34 No. 42 

PERSIA; MONTHLY REPORT FOR JUNE 1949 

Sir -f. L, Roufh ti'f to Mr. Bcri/i. 1th Jttiir- 


(No, 239) Tehran, 

Sir. 5th Jiitfjfy 1949, 

With reference to iny despatch No, 20* 
of 7tli June, i have the honour to submit 
the following Import on events in Persia 
during the month of June 1949. The eco- 
nontic 1 situation of the country grew si*u- 
sihlv worse ami with it the position of M. 
Sa'id’s Cabinet. Majlis proceedings have 
been no brisker or more useful than they 
we j s ■ be f<' ft ■ the <' tms (i t uen t Assamb Iy The 
series of visits to Tehran by Islamic 
potentates continued with a -State visit by 
the Regent of Iraq and the announcement 
of one Iiy King Abdullah of Transjordan. 
The Persian Government have submitted 
not unreasonable counter-proposals to the 
most recent find, it was hoped, final offer 
of more revenue by the Anglo-Irani an Oil 
Company. 

Foreign Affairs 

2 The decision to close the Soviet Cun- 
sulates in IVrsia and the Persian Consol ate 
in Baku was put into effect after some 
delay, and hy the end of tiie month the 
Soviet c.ntsule at Isfahan, Karmanahjih, 
Ah wax, Tabriz. Ardebil and Rematch h;ui 
left their posts. It is too early to a&eai 
the effect of '.lw withdrawal on Soviet in¬ 
fluence and Soviet inspired activity in 
Persia. The Russians Jo not apparently 
expect t hi ^ withdrawn I to lie permanent; 
the embassy has sent two of its membera to 
Bushin to install a. caretaker u\ the former 
Soviet Consulate, which is also to lie used 
ns ji warehouse for the property of the 
Soviet Consulate at Abwaz. 

The Persian Ambassador has now pre¬ 
sented his letters in Mosvnv, hut M. Sadt- 
rhikov as slid on leave. and towards the end 
of the month it was reported that his wife 
was about to join him there, This was 
interpreted as meaning that M Sadichiknv 
himself would not return to his post, There 
were no further incidents, but there have 
Ijeen report-* of continued military and 
aerial activity in Soviet Azerbaijan 

:i, The visit of Mr Liaqut Ali Khun, 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, reported in 
paragraph 7 of my despatch under refer- 
ertee. was followed by a State visit by the 
Urgent of Iraq and hy the announcement 
that King Abdullah of Transjordan would 


come to Tehran after Ramazan Towards 
the end of the month the Tiansjordian 
Minister in Kabul arrived in Tehran, pre¬ 
sumably' to make arrangements. There is 
no Transjordan Mission here. There were 
also reports that the Turkish President 
w-'iiId some i" Tehran in September, and 
that ihu Shah was considering an invitation 
to Colonel llusid-d-Zaim from Syria Aa 
against this, when the Chief of the Afghan 
General Staff paid a short visit to Tehran 
rn rout? to Europe, he stated that the King 
of Afghanistan would not he coming to 
Tehran for medical treatment, as had befen 
previously reported, but he did not exclude 
the possibility of a visit. 

4. The visit of tile Regent of Iraq was 
celebrated by the usual ceremonies. Dr. 
Jamal T the Iraqi Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who accompanied the Regent, had 
discussions with M, Hikm&t, summarised 
in n comuiuuiqiKf stating that friendly dis¬ 
cussion? 1 had taken place on questions of 
mutual interest and had ended in complete 
agreement. The two countries were re¬ 
solved on -lose l collaboration tn inter¬ 
national matters, and had decided to elevate 
the status of their respect i ve diplomatic 
missions to that of embassies. An in¬ 
dication of the idle which Pan-Islamic 
solidarity hud played in these discussions 
was afforded by a telegram sent by the 
Foreign Ministers of Persia and Iraq to 
the Foreign Ministers of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, expressing the ho]>e that a 
peaceful solution would be found to the 
present difference** between those two 
count t ies 

5. No mention was made in the com¬ 
munique of the Slum-a I Arab dispute, but 
Or, Jamali WFis known to have intended 
replying that (hr iVrsin-Iraq frontier must 
tn* settled before live conclusion of ft new 
convention of whit h the Persians have sent 
him , l • I raft, regarding the adruinteirai tiujS 
uf the river, 

li Towards the end of the month the 
reported refusal of i he Israeli Government 
to re admit former Persian residents iu 
Palestine evoked much unfavourable 
comment 

7 Although Persian Ministers and 
officials recognised that it bore no official 
character, the visit of 8ir William Strang. 
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Perniiinem Under-Secretory' of State at 
the Foreign Office, was naturally associated 
b'i ihe press with the visit of the Regent of 
Iraq juid there was much loose talk of the 
formation of a Middle East a nth Com- 
uumisl ifj'iw with which both ■. isil.s were 
!-dil to be tun net ted. There was also a 
Vii Irsfircad von fiction Lhat his visit was 
■ 'uku- teii with the oil quotation. 

1 lie Persia us have recently reasserted 
their cl aims to the islands of Tnnib and 
A bn Musa and have added a claim n> the* 
ishur ! of Farsi. There were reports during 
June probably arising from the establish¬ 
ment id a regiment of marines for Cuusial 
Security, that the Persian Government 
intended to laud [rontp# on these islands. 
Meanwhile, the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, as was in be expected, maintained 
liieii position in n series of notes though 
the End [■ r - See re inry vcl it* 11 race i v tug « >n e 
fruni thi* embassy about Farsi, made no 
miiijnt-ut on His Majesty's Government's 
deeG'ch in remove from that island a brass 
pinse i kiiming it os Persian territory. 

Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and Imperial 

Bank of Iran 

9. Both the Cabinet and the Shah t-on 
tinned to consider the nature of the settle 
incut to lx* reached with the Anglo-[railinn 
Oif Company, and after a meeting of 
political lenders on Hh •lime, at widen the 
Minister of Finance propounded bis ver¬ 
sion of the recent negotiations, the Govern- 
tneni submitted to the company's local 
representative a new proposal. It modified 
their previous insistence that their revenue 
from the company should bt* stabilised at 
a mini mum equal to the 194$ figure '{under 
the wiinpuny's offer) of £18,750,000, by the 
suggestion of a sliding scale which would 
modify ibis sum in proportion to Qucina¬ 
tions in the world price of oil from its 
present level Alternatively, the Govern¬ 
ment proposed that their share uf the 
deifared dividends and general reserve 
should Ik- stabilised at a mini mum of £4 
million per annum for the remainder of the 
JTim-ession (as against the niuipimyk offer 
of £2,500,000)? The idea of a recount 1 rn 
arb: lration, if the Government's latest 
proposals were to fail, has its supporters, 
hut they do not include the Shah, the Prime 
Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
or the majority of those who attended the 
meeting of hth June, 

10. In ■'pite of the apparently satisfac¬ 
tory settlement between the Imperial Bank 
of I ran and the Persian Government re¬ 


ported in paragraph f> of my despatch 
No. 123 of tub April, The bank is embar¬ 
rassed by M. IbtihajV refusal to allow 
them Government exchange fin the form of 
exchange certificates), since his steady 
forcing-down of llic open market rate has 
l’eduicJ the volume uf exports through 
authorised channels ami thus the normal 
supply 't foreign exchange. M ibtihaj 
sev.-rns to identify the bank with tho&e ele¬ 
ments m the btu&ar who arc thwarting his 
jilfttis (see paragraph 11 below). The 
Minister of Finance gave the usual assur¬ 
ances of snpjH>rt for the haul*, but #o far 
the opposition of M. Ibtihaj has lieen 
strong enough t*i prevent tlieir fulfilment, 
eve 11 though bis influence is not as great as 
it was 

Internal Affairs 

1J. Internal politics weir dominated by 
a serious deterioration ix« (he economic 
situaium. The troubles of the textile fac¬ 
tories in Isfahan, which were mentioned in 
paragraph 15 of my despatch under refer* 
ence. grew worse. One factory in Isfahan 
closed down am! several hundred of its 
empbo ecs came to Tehran to protest to the 
Government. Textile mills in Tabriz and 
Shi nu tlireatcned also to shut down, The 
Prime Minister, seriously alarmed, devilled 
to send high-powered tumtifissioEis uf in 
vestigatiua U* Isfahan, Tabriz and Shiraz, 
Gnvernment stocks of wheat ran low and an 
appeal was made n» the United Slates for 
the supply by purchase and loan of uround 
ii'i* tuns ..t graiii [fi the latter half 
of the month sugar became very &an c and 
nearly doubled in price. It appeared ih. i 
the Ministry of Finance, in an over-subtle 
attempt to play off one supplier ag'cJuTt 
another, had faded to place orders in time. 
But the usual allegations of bribery and 
malversation were followed by iht* sus|)eit- 
sion of three senior ofhcixtb of the Ministry 
of Finance. In the Tehran bamar, husi- 
iicss wite very slack, and tile tnereliant* are 
said to lit* using their "go-slow " methods, 
to pursue their vendetta with M. Ibtihaj, 
who is also at loggerheads with the Indus¬ 
trial Bank, and has refused t*- advance 
funds to it, 

12 The Seven-Year I'lan hits made little 
progress. The single article Bill authori¬ 
sing the Planning Organisation to carry 
out work on its own responsibility during 
the current yefti is likely to lx* passt*d by 
the present Majlis. But the six members 
of the Supervisory Commission, whose 
establishment must precede the execution 
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of the plan, haw still to Ik 1 relucted. This 
delay seems < 1 ne to a fundamental diver- 
gcnie of view between the Government and 
the Shah on one si.de. with M' Ihtihaj, 
strongly entrenched behind his control of 
internal finance and the Governments 
foreign exchange resources, making an 
independent stand. Ic wn> originally 
agreed that oii royalties should He entirely 
iJi?voted to the plan; but both the Minister 
of Finance and the Shah are now opposing 
the ftllix ;i rioTi to the plan of the additional 
resources which are expected to suit rue from 
the Oil Company over and above the £7 
mi [lion a year at which oil revenues sUkkI 
when the original proposal was approved. 
The Minister of Finance needs the addi¬ 
tions} revenues to reduce the targe deficit 
shown in the 104&-54I Budget Estimates 
now being debated in the Majlis, The 
Shah, fur his part, wishes part of the 
additional oil revenue to be spent on inili- 
taiy stores. This Joes not mean of course 
that His Majesty has withdrawn his full 
support >f the plan, but that he believes 
that other funds should be available, though 
ir is nut tdeai from where, since M- THlihnj 
says that the Bank Melli cannot lend money 
to the Govern merit unless the Bill to reduce 
the statutory note cover is passed. The 
prospect * of this, however, are poor (see 
paragraph I fl of my despatch under refer¬ 
ence). The International Bank, the other 
possible source of funds, have made it clear 
that they will not lend any thing like the 
$S3 jU million hoped for mid tlmt even a 
nun lest loan of 63ft 50 million has little 
chum v unless it h made up of aped he and 
self-liquidating projects, Messrs, Bayne 
and U elk, of the tank w ho recently visited 
Tehran, Have left with the impression that 
the plan would have to rely largely on oil 
revenues and that the Persian (roveraiucnt 
would approach the International Bank 
very shortly fm a loan of up to $50 mill ion. 

13, As it result of all this it was widely 
teprted at the end of the month that the 
[ireseat ( aHinci would resign or lie dis¬ 
missed after the end of the present. Majlis 
session and the conclusion of art agreement 
with the Oil Company, and in particular 
that M. Golslmyan, the Minister of 
Finance, would lose his pout, 

14 On 15th June, the Shah issued his 
firman for the election of the Senate, in 
accordance with the Bill passed lost month 
and do hi ritrt i i! In paragraph ft of my des¬ 
patch under reference : the representation 
of religious mi non ties is however still under 
discussion, the Government having pro¬ 


posed certain amendments after the original 
Bill had been approved, 

15. Little legislation of importance was 
enacted by the Majlis. Certain articles 
of the Bill modifying electoral procedure 
and mentioned in paragraph 9 of my 
despatch under reference have now been 
passed, including two requiring the nomina¬ 
tion of candidates, a fundamental innova¬ 
tion. and the deposit of 12,H0b rials by 
candidates (to he forfeited if they receive 
less than one eigth of the votes cast) : but 
the article which requires secret voting and 
the writing by the voter of his chosen can¬ 
didate's name, though it ha* been the sub¬ 
ject of protracted and heated debate, ha* 
still to 3>e approved. The Labour Law was, 
however, passed at long last. Other Bills 
passed included a measure to confer on the. 
late Riza Shah Use title of ' + The Great 
and this, together with another transferr¬ 
ing to the Imperial Organisation for Social 
Services (under its royal but unpopular 
patroness Princess Ashraf). the estate* 
originally acquired by that Monarch whose 
return to their owner.-; bad Ihhmi expected 
at the time of his, abdication, made a bad 
impression and did not e nhan ce the popu¬ 
larity of the Shah who is known to bo 
particularly attached to the Princes*, hi* 
twin sister At the end of the month, dis¬ 
cussion of the revised budget estimate,* for 
Id2> (March 21st, 1949-March 20th. 1950) 
had just begun, and a provisional Twelfth 
to cover Khurdad (the month ending 20th 
June) hud been approved. The proposal to 
suppress the normal increments in Civil 
Service pay, combined with some ten days' 
delay in paying official salaries aroused 
much indignation, 


The Provinces 

iti In Azerbaijan, grain ha* lieen par¬ 
ticularly scarce and there Have been bread 
riots in Mamgeh, Ardthil and Ahar In 
nil three plat 1 ** there were serious clashes 
between the rioters and the authorities, one 
of whom, the Governor of ,\har. was fatally 
injured. The departure of the Soviet Con¬ 
suls was followed by bazaar rumours that 
Russian troops would enter Azerbai jan on 
21 *e June, hut these ceased to alarm the 
province after 21st June had passed with¬ 
out incident, Prince All Ifiza, the Shah's 
eldest- brother, visited the province mainly 
to tour the distressed area of the Meg¬ 
han Steppe (sec paragraph 14 of my 
despatch under reference). The army hits 
moved food to the Shahsuvan's summer 


quarter*, and the authorities declare them- 
eetrea satisfied with the situation there, 
The Hew (Twer nor-General \lr Valuta bar 
ha- at hi-'?I arrived tit his post. 

17 There have been continued reports of 
Mulhi Mustafas intrigues in Kurdistan 
and Marshal Shahb&khti communicated to 
the Iraqi Consul at Tabriz certain reports 
to the effect that he was canvassing the 
tribes by means of pamphlets dropped from 
the air. He also Gold him that armed 
Harzanis had entered Iran from Iraq. The 
1 1 etieraI (Jffirer commanding at Hi?aleh had 
received unconfirmed reports of fighting in 
Iraq between followers of Mullo Mustafa 
and Iraqi forces, but thought it unlikely 
that any of the former could Have made 
their way into Iraq. 

18 The Tudeb party in Khuzista.it is 
apparently quiescent, two of its leaders 
having fled (o Iraq and Kuwait and no 
directions reaching the local party leaders 
from Tehran, hut there have been n number 
of cell meetings and Fund* are believed to 
be reaching lhe party. The centra! union 
of Klmzistiuj workers, set up ^ ,t rival !;.. 
the Tudeh unions has made no fmthej 
progress and the high prices in the bazaar 
and a poor crop prospects may cause trouble 
Inter on, 

1ft. The director* of one of the Isfahan 
textile factories (Shahriza) were arrested 
by the military authorities for not having 
paid arrears of wage* a* promised. The 


supplications of other factory directors, 
however, and a further promise (still only 
partially honoured) secured their release. 
Ollier nulls are also in arrears with Lhcir 
wages and must, of them have stocks of 
finished guilds awaiting disposal. The full 
effect uf the new labour Law has not yet 
been felt in the factories as Lhe employers 
are showing themselves chary of using their 
newly-acquired power of dismissal at seven 
days notice. Instead they are exploring 
mean*of reducing wages:. 

20, Preliminary surveys for the siting 
£ if the new sugar factory in lar* are still 
being carried out but work is now going 
ahead with the construction of a new, 
privately'Owned spinning and weaving mill 
it: Shiraz, it appear* that this project is 
to be linked with a new power-supply for 
Shiraz on a bigger scale than the existing 
one. 

21, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washing* 
ton, Mosncw and Bagdad to Air Head¬ 
quarters Iraq, through Hi* Majesty's 
Embassy at Bagdad ; to the Commander-In- 
Chief East I Tidies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer ii. lhe Persian Gulf , to the 1'ruled 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 
Delhi and Karachi : to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo ; and to all Hi* Majesty a 
Consular Officers in Persia 

[ have. iMv. 

J H Le ROUGETEL, 
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PERSIA: MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 1949 

V r 'r J L< Rmttjetel to Mr. Attiee (Were -red Wth .4 itgmf) 


(No. 288) Tehran, 

Sir. Sffr August, 1949 . 

With reference to my despatch No. 230 
t f 5th July, I have the honour to submit the 
following report on event* in Persia during 
July 104ft. King Abdullah of Jordan 
visited Tehran. The A agio-Iron inn Oil 
Company managed with some difficulty to 
conclude an agreement with the Persian 
Government, only to find that the hitter was 
Unable to persuade the Majlis to ratify it 
The first- budget for sis years was poised, 
and the Majlis authorised the start of 
operations under the Seven-Year Plan 
The fifteenth M&jlU caroe to an end ; elec¬ 
tions for the next one are expected to begin 
immediately after those for the newly 
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established senate, which are to take pki-e 
in the first half of August. 

Foreign Relations 

2 As foreshadowed in paragraph 3 
of m> despatch under reference, the King 
■ jf Jonhin arrived in Tehran mi a State visit 
on 28ih July, which was celebrated by a 
round of official parties His Majesty also 
visited the University, museum*, hospitals 
and charitable institutions. It was remark- 
aide thftl although a Sunni, the King made 
hi< devotions publicly in a Shiah mosque, 
and thal he was at particular pains to 
praise the late Rim Shah His Majesty 
was accompanied by his Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and by a former Prime 
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Minister, but there has so far been no 
toinmun civile or unofficial report about their 
talks, Diplomatic relations have now h &em 
established tie! weeu ! be two oountries : the 
Jordan Minister to Afghanistan and Faki- 
nan, M Muhammad Pasha AahkShuraiqi, 

has also been ai t red)ted to Persia, while the 

Persian Minister in Beirut has been 
a> i-reiliteil to Jordan. 

:if An arrangement has been made with 
t tie Israeli an then ties whereby Persians 
formerly resident in Palestine mid who left 
during the hostilities may now return there 
At the saint- time a number of Jews in 
Persia mi* returning to Palestine in 
aircraft specially chartered by Persian 
A! rways. 

4 Chert? is little of interest to report 
a I witt Soviet'Persian relations. M. 
Sadtchikov is still on leave and ii was 
noticeable that no members of the Soviet 
1 mhasi-y attended the official parties for 
King Abdullah, head of a M British pup¬ 
pet " state. The Soviet citizens who, && 
reported in paragraph '2 of my despatch 
under reference, arrived in Ifeishire to take 
nvr t be Soviet ('nriKUlate there, have now 
left under pressure from the Ideal authori¬ 
ties and the entire Soviet Consular 
establishment in Resbt and Pahhivi have 
also returned to the Soviet Union, leaving 
only one Vice-Consul ut Pahlavi, The 
Persians have indirectly taken a new initia¬ 
tive aguinat Russian influence its this 
country hy issuing n decree which seems 
intended to bring all religious communities 
under the leadership of Persian nationals 
and to prevent the arrival of religious 
leaders from abroad. This in acknowledged 
by the Persians themselves to be dim ted 
against the Gregorian prelates appointed 
from Soviet Armenia to the Sees of Tehran, 
Tabriz and Isfahan, and it has coincided 
with an attempt by the authorities in 
Isfahan to rid themselves of the Armenian 
Bishop. Koatanian, who is n Soviet citizen, 

fv The new Czechoslovak Minister. I Jr. 
Mavra, arrived and presented his creden¬ 
tials <50 L'Ufh July. His Foul Hum an ml 
league, the reported bead of the Com i nform 
organisnition in Persia, is alleged to have 
made his mission the centre <sf & spy ring 
recently dissenered by the Tehran police. 
Two Persian employees of the Legation 
were arrested, 

fl„ In an interview given to Mr Wfrd 
Price correspondent of the Unity .Wait, on 
Uth July, 5lie shall spoke with some biller 
ness of his disappointed hopes of economic 


help from the Western Powers and par¬ 
ticularly Lite l in Led States. 11 es Majesty 
repented this contention in a speech made 
to the Majlis deputies and recorded at 
greater length in paragraph 13 below, 
ami hi also at some length in an audience 
i had with linn recently. The theme has 
Ijcen token up by the press and played 
against the background of recent statements 
by President Truman about aid for bavk- 
ward and threatened countries. The 
Persian Government have so far item 
unable n* buy wheal on credit from the 
l"uited Stales ami His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ments. Owing u* crop failures in mme 
districts it is estimated that itHMino tons of 
wheat will need to tie imported during the 
next twelve mouths if bread shortages are 
to he avoided 

T II has hern officially announced that 
she Shah will visit the United Stares at the 
and of November, 

" Relations with the United Kingdom 
have hern dominated by the oil negotiations, 
desi rilied in more detail in paragraph ten 
below On 1 st July the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf formally handed 
over to the Comma rider of the Persian Navy 
His Majesty's Ships Drtby fUltra and Ft. y, 
which were promptly taken into Persian 
sen h e and renamed Jlabr and Pahmtt after 
the two ships sunk in 11)41. 

i( There were unconfirmed report g that 
the Crown Prince of Kuwait would come to 
Tehran to discuss Persia's recognition of 
Kuwait, uliil the Kuwaiti Minister of 
Finance did, in fact, pay a visit to Tehran. 
No more was heard of the Persian uncut ion 
to land troops on the islands of Tnmb mt\ 
Abu Musa, which was referred to in para¬ 
graph b of my despatch under refer¬ 
ence. but I have reason to believe that the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs did at one time 
•on template such a course 


British Interests 

Id. At the beginning of the month the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company declared them¬ 
selves ready to accept the semnd of the 
nlterrialjve Persian counter proposals des- 
tribod in paragraph U of my despatch 
under reference. Meanwhile an agitation, 
probably engineered by the recessions 
Department of the Ministry of Finance, 
had started in the press against the Corn 
p&ny's " General Plan ' ' for the imple¬ 
mentation of article Mi nf lhe Con- 
cession which provides for a prqgrossive 
reduction in the Company's foreign 
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employees. It bad previously been under¬ 
stood itmi oEiee the parties bad agreed on 
a revision of the financial terms the Govern¬ 
ment would accept this General Clan, but 
at a meetiag attended by the Cabinet 
Ministers concerned* the Tehran represent¬ 
ative of the Anglo-1 rani an Oil Company 
and myself, it became clear that the Com 
pony would have to make some concession 
on this point. The Persian representatives 
accepted a compromise formula, to which 
the Anglo-Iranian Of! Company's London 
office agreed with some reluctance. By this 
formula the Persian Government accepted 
tin 1 essential features of the General Plan, 
anil undertook to negotiate a definite agree¬ 
ment within two months, failing which the 
matter would f»e referred to arbitration at 
the end of ei further [jeriod of one month. 
The " Supple menial Agreement (which 
modifies the terms of the Company s roya lty 
:un.l other payments to the Persian Govern 
ment) was duly signed on. 17th July and n 
Kill embodying iL was thereupon submitted 
to the Majlis The Bill was referred it the 
Financial and Budget Commissions who 
approved it without dal ay. Whan the Hill 
was resubmitted to the House the debate 
was deliberately obstructed by M. Makki. 
deputy for Arak, who was supported by a 
small group of fellow Deputies but had no 
considerable following eit her in the Majlis 
or outside it. Although the Prime Minister 
insisted that the Hill was not a treaty or 
a confession and that the ref6 re each 
speaker's lime should be limited, M Makki 
went on speaking at intervals for over a 
week and no effective action was taken to 
prevent him doing so either by the President 
of the Majlis or by the Government, The 
Majlis was eventually dissolved before a 
vote bail been taken. The reasons for this 
deplorable failure have been discussed more 
fully in my despatch No, of I si August 
No agreement with the Oil Company could 
have been rendered popular with the press 
or the Ma jlis, who were hy now anxious that 
their vote on the Bill should iioL prejudice 
their prospects of re-election : but even 
those deputies prepared on patriotic 
grounds to accept the agreement were 
shocked by the haste with which the Govern¬ 
ment sought to put the measure through. 
They were encouraged in this attitude by 
a letter counselling deliberation and signed 
by Savyid Muhammad Tabatabai, a former 
President of the Majlis and a veteran 
the i■<>nstitutitmal siniggles The I lovern- 
meat had also neglected to put their own 

40326 


point of view properly before the Majlis or 
the public: no Government speakers were 
held in readiness to spring up in the rare 
intervals of M, Makki's filibuster, though 
tin* Minister of Finance's own statements 
were lucid and helpful, and no attempt was 
made to explain it on the radio or in the 
newspapers. Many deputies also feared 
that if the Bill passed, the Government 
would be in tio hurry to hold elections 
for the new Majlis, and the Government 
Announcement that the elections would iu 
any case start at once come too late Thfe 
Agreement abw remains in suspense until 
the assembly of the new Majlis, 

tl. The difficulties of the Imperial Bunk 
continue The Minister of Finance is not 
prepared to instruct M Ihtihaj to provide 
the Hank with Government exchange and 
iher? has tween a marked fall in its deposits 
and advances. Certain minor mitigations 

10 which the Minister of Finance has 
agreed* will enable the Bank just to pay its 
wnv. I tut more substantial improvement 
must depend on agreement tu charge higher 
rates of interest and nn increas'd supplies 
.if foreign exchange 

Internal Affaire 

12 On 4th July the Majlis unexpectedly 
passed the single article authorising the 
Planning Organisation to execute such 
works os it considered desirable during the 
first year of I he Seven Year Plan, in 
a lvalue 4 the completion the whole 
plan, which still waits on the report by 
Overseas C-onsultants. M. Tarji Nasr lust 
ijo time in announcing the projects to lie 
undertaken Work will resume at once on 
the Mia neb Tabriz and Shahrud Meshed 
extensiony of the railway Other projects 
include mechanisation of agriculture, pro- 
tnoticu of faruiere’ co-operatives. irrigation 
ahernes and an anti-malarial Campaign. 

11 was next announced that the Flan 
Organisation would lake over the control 
of the Industrial and Agricultural Banks. 
The former has long been a by-word fur 
corruption and incompetence and iti 
Director had alremiy resigned after an 
unfltiresssful campaign in the press. Ilis 
board has been dismissed Dr. Nasr has 
declared that he will reduce the inflated 
siaff of the Industrial Bank s head oilivfl 
and kring its numerous subsidiary enter¬ 
prises directly under the Plan Organisa¬ 
tion* as separate entities. The Agricultural 
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Bank will be left much as it 3s. and its funds 
increased. 

13. The Majlis then returned to the 
traditional long and irrelevant Budget 
debate, but un UH-h Jul} the deputies 
were summoned to the Shah’s pal act- and 
harangued by His Majesty on their duties. 
He emphasized particularly the need to 
pass the Budget and an Electoral Befonu 
Bill before the elections for the sixteenth 
legislature. While touching on Persia a 
disappointed axpeciations of help from her 
war-time allies, he made dear Ins opinion 
that the progress of Persia must come from 
within by the erterniination of corruption 
and mwiupyteace and h\ the productive 
investment of capital now hoarded or 
wasted in speculation He also urged the 
passage elf a Bill for peasant co-operative^ 
and the shifling «if taxation to shoulders 
able in bear it, 

!+ The Budget was passed in the next 
few days It showed a nominal deficit of 
3.01 hi million rials, expenditure tieing 
estimated at some ll. in 10 million and 
receipts aE nearly S,(MiO million. As in the 
past the Minister of Finance hopes to 
eliminate most of the deficit by economies. 
The Ministry of War accounts for about 
one quarter nf the total expenditure in 
fruit cast with the Ministry of Agriculture'a 
alligation of two per cent. The most, con 
trovers i a I article of the Electoral He form 
Bill, providing for a literacy test and the 
secret ballot, was next approved at a special 
session. However, the Bill's opponents 
adopted the stratagem of swallowing the 
camel and straining at the gnat, for some 
less important articles were subsequently 
receipts at. nearly 8,000 million. As in the 
present legislature were entirely taken up 
by the debate on the Oil Bill described in 
jNnragmph 10 above, the session closed 
without a vote. 

la. Thus little cxiept the Budget was 
achieved by the fifteenth Majlis before iu 
ch»se, ihutigh some Bills of minor import¬ 
ance. (including one increasing income lax), 
were referred to the Finance Commission 
and granted the force of law after its 
approval. 

IB The Majlis held its last and purely 
formal session on Thursday 28th July. The 
Senate elections In be held under the new 
procedure will start cm Bth August. Uj la* 
fnilowed at once by the elections for the 
lower house: these will be held under the 
old law. 


17. The economic situation improved & 
lit lie over the mouth, some food prices 
showing a slight fall. The new harvest 
begun to come in, and the CovenuDem s 
efforts to elicit hoarded stocks of sugar 
reduced the price and somewhat improved 
tin' supply in Tehran, though not in the 
provinces, 

IS. During the last two months the 
authorities have arrested about forty mem¬ 
bers of the former Tudeh Buriy and their 
helpers. One block of arrests followed the 
discovery of the spy ring at the Roumanian 
Legation as mentioned in paragraph 6 
above. Others were of persons accused of 
preparing and distributing pamphlets. 
Two of these, attacking the Electoral 
Reform Bill and the Oil Agreement, had 
some currency, and it was notable that both 
measures subsequently failed to pass the 
Majlis. A series of trials began at the end 
of the month. There were also trials and 
re trials in the provinces at Uesht and 
Isfahan li appears that Tehran may no 
longer !*e the effective Headquarters foi 
Tudeh activities and that in Abadan at any 
rate the local party formulates and executes 
its own plans. Muhammadi. head of the 
Centra! Oil Workers of Khuzistun, whose 
allegiance was formerly in doubt, came out 
openly cei the Communist si Je. 

The Court 

19, For some time the more frivolous 
coii rtiers have been campaigning against 
M Mahmud dam. Minister of Court, who 
is said io have resisted their extravagance. 
He earlier refused to give up his appoint¬ 
ment and ait opt that of ihiveniur-Gener&l 
of Tabriz but on 11th July it was announced 
[hat the Government had asked for his 
•t/jr* ttt' Hf ay Ambassador to Itnly. This 
was given a few days later and M. Hazhir, 
u former Prime Minister, became Minister 
of Court. He will probably take n more 
lively pari in politics than did his pre- 
dowssor . I understand that lie is deter¬ 
mined to set tile Court account* iu order, 
but being on much better terms with the 
more irresponsible courtiers he may he less 
able to withstand their continual pref^ure 
for money. 

20. On 2isi July a ?on was born in 
America to Princess Shams and at the 
biginning of July Prince (ihul&m Riza. the 
Shah's second brother, left for France to 
enter the Cavalry school at Saumur, 


The Provinces 

21. Cereal crops are not coining up to 
expectations, especially in Azerbaijan, ker- 
man shah and Shiraz. It is estimated that 
the total wheat crop this year may l*e ten 
to fifteen per cent, less than lust year, 

22. The reports of renewed activity by 
Mu Ha Mustafa continued to cause anxiety 
along the Persian-Iraqi frontier and par¬ 
ticularly in Tabriz. There is no proof how¬ 
ever that this is well founded, and the 
Governor of Sanadaj is satisfied that there 
is no subversive activity among the Kurds 
in his urea, and no special discontent. He 
appears to buie Ih?cu successful in keeping 
food price* low., There has however been 
an incursion of Iraqi Kurds into Persian 
territory, leading to some bloodshed: the 
Governor has hinted that military negli¬ 
gence is to blame. 

23 The new Governor-General n Azer¬ 
baijan, whose arrival was reported in 
paragraph ]H of my despatch under 
reference, has made a good impression hy 
his energy and determination to revive the 
economic life of the province: he has 
declared that he has told Marshal Shale 
foakhti to stick to his Last and not interfere 
in civil affairs. The supply of bread has 
been improved by imports from other 
provinces, and distribution rendered more 
efficient but the province as a whole bus 
been, contrary to expectation, a deficit area 
in the crop-year 1948 4ft 

24. In Isfahan, the arrest of the directors 
ot the Shah riza textile factory, which 
remains rinsed, was followed hy that of the 
Dehesh brothers of the Xm factory; thev 
were released after promising to pay 
arrears of wages. (It is notable that 
trouble has also started at the Ittibadieh 
mills in Buahire, where the management 
have fallen into arrears with wage pay. 
mito}. The Eski Trade Union leaders 


have shown signs of independence, and are 
considered by the authorities, probably 
incorrectly, to have come under Tudeh 
influence. Work has started on the far 
(south) end of tile Knh-i-Rang tunnel. 

2o. There is little tu report from the 
tribal areas The tribee round Almaz 
remain quiet, and the Kuhg&lu are said to 
have surrendered rifles : so has one of Lbe 
rival chiefs in the Rush ire neighbourhood. 
In Khorassiu, the General Officer Com¬ 
manding is beginning military' training for 
the tribes, anil has distributed rifics to one 
of them, the T&iniuri. 

28 Municipal elections in A bid an were 
held on 1st July. Mustafa Fateh, Assistant 
Manager of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com¬ 
pany. acting through Dr. Bukhlm, of the 
Ministry of Labour, alleged that the elec¬ 
tions were being faked by the Supervisory 
Board, and is tudieved to be behind a press 
agitation against the Governor of Abadan. 

27. No decision has yet been reached 
about the proposed sugar factory at Fasa 
near Shiraz, mainly owing to the problem 
ot segregating the Czechoslovak engineers 
who would conic to Persia to erect it. hut 
a party of surveyors from the Industrial 
and Mining Bank, whose dissolution is 
reported in paragraph 12 above, visited 
Fasa to survey the possibilit ies. 

28. Copies of this despatch have been sent 
ti» Mis Majesty's Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton, Moscow and Bagdad ; to Air Head¬ 
quarters Iraq, through His Majesty’s 
Embassy at Bagdad ; to the ConmKi nder-in- 
Chief East Indies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer iu the Persian Gulf; to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf; to the United 
Kingdom High Com missioned at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo and to all His Majesty's 
Consular Officers in Pern a, 

1 have, &e„ 

I. H Lb EOUGETEL. 
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Mr, Law ford ta \f> Attlee. 

(Hpf J24) Tehran, 

I3fA Septmbitr, IfMift. 
With reference to Sir John le RougeicEs 
despatch No 28S of 8th August, 1 have the 
honour to submit the following report on 
events in Persia in August tM0 The 
40 m 


(if *>ceir$d f ;VA Srptem her) 

Persian Government, at the prompting of 
the Shah, continued their campaign for 
United States economic assistance Kid¬ 
nappings of Persian military and civilians 
on the Soviet frontier led to demands iu 
the press that the matter should lie placed 
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before the Limed Nations, ond this view 
appeared also to beheld by certain members 
of the Government; the strengthening of 
Persia*s l muds with her Mamie neighbours 
continued, 1 lie polling for the Senate was 
dJiidueled in apparent freedom in the 
capital, but the public remained apathetic* 
M. I luzinr, Minister of Court, took ait ion 
to strengthen his position as the Shall s 
confidant and mouthpiece, Supplies of 
Kpr increased, but the wheat position 
gave l ist 1 to anxiety, and there was an up¬ 
heaval in tlie Seven-Year Planning Board 
where, after the Executive Director and 
two of his lieutenant* had been dismissed, 
Prince AI hI nr Riza, Honorary President, 
tendered his ra si gnu! inn to the Shah who 
diil mit, however, accept it 

Foreign Affairs 

2. The campaign mentioned in para¬ 
graph t$«i] Sir John U a Rougerel* dispatch 
under reference for help from the United 
States increased in vigour Nettled per¬ 
haps by h broadcast oisiounceiuent on 
8 ih August that obL y 27 million dollars 
would !>*■ available under the Military 
A^sistature Programme fur distribution to 
Korea, the Philippines and Persia, the 
Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Foreign A flair* publicly reiterated Persian 
claims for United States help, which they 
demanded as a right, created by Persia'a 
war-time lo-operfttion with the Allies. The 
Prime Minister aiuumneed that the Persian 
Government had submitted to the l toted 
States Government h detailed list to a total 
value of 147 mill inn dollars of Persia s 
immediate needs* which he claimed were 
iit mi way roouected with the Seven Year 
Plan. This document. apparently prepared 
at tlu- ShahT instigation, by-passed the 
Cabinet and was submitted to the United 
Slates Embassy only just before its exist- 
emv was publicly announced by M Sn id. 
The Cabinet exercised some presatire cm the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to pay a visit 
to Washington to discuss this documsut, 
in preparation for the Shah’s visit in the 
autumn hut he resisted it Persia s claims 
were naturally well ventilated in the press, 
particularly on the occasion of the anniver¬ 
sary of the Allied occupation in 1041, when 
newspapers called upon the Allies to make 
good the difference between the prosperity 
of Persia and Biza Shah " the Great u and 
its poverty today. Publicly, the United 
St a to* t i t >ve rnu ic nth as i u u reacted v i > dent ly 
in this ill-considered campaign; and the 
spokesman of their embassy promised that 


all requests for help addressed to the 
t-rubussv would be forwarded to the State 
Department Privately, however, the 
embassy circulated an outspoken memo¬ 
randum to official* of the Bank M$Ui and 
the st'H'ii Year Plan, throwing cold water 
on i lie Persian claims to have suffered 
extensive damage as a result of the war and 
putting into correct perspective the ex¬ 
aggerated idea prevalent hen- of the help 
afforded by the We&tem Powers to Turkey, 
which is a constant Persian grievance, 

J. During August there were two further 
iiu jilcirits mi the Soviet-Persian frontier 
and news was released of another which 
had Taken place in July, Although such 
incidents, particularly on the ill-deimed 
A Irak frontier, art recurrent the three 
most rco-ns incidents involved the Kidnap¬ 
ping of Persian soldiers and civilians,, 
which is new* Altogether fourteen officers 
ami Lither ranks and one civilian fell into 
Soviet hands. Diplomatic proicsis and 
demands fur their return were made in 
Tehran and Moscow, but by the eml of the 
nioiitfi these had produced no result, and it 
wji- alleged iliat certain members of the 
Cabinet, although not the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, were in favour of referring 
the im idem* to the United Nations should 
the kidnapped men not Ik? returned, This 
possibility was mentioned by the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in a press conference 
The Shah made a statement in an interview 
with the Associated Press correspondent to 
the effect that, much ms ln j desired an im¬ 
provement in Soviet Persian relations, the 
initiative must rest with the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment , The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
biter denied re ports that extra troops had 
been despatched to the frontier. Among 
other reason*. the Persian Government are 
unwilling to aggravate their relations with 
the Soviet Government because at tbe 
•no merit it seems possible that lfiO,00€ tens 
of wheat may be made available for sale to 
Persia from the U S.S.1U against payment, 
in sterling The Soviet citizen* whn, a* 
reported in paragraph 1 of Hir J. l*c 
Rougetcl’s despatch under reference, were 
rcimptdled to leave Bush ire. have now re¬ 
turned with the consent of the Ministry of 
the Intern>r to act as caretakers of the 
Soviet Consulate there. 

4 There were nn spectacular develop 
merits in Persia's relation# with her Islamic 
neighbours, but some progress was made in 
establishing new friendships nr patching 
up old quarrels. The visit of the King of 
Jordan, which was, reported in paragraph 2 


of Sir John be RougeteFs despatch under 
referenire. resulted, at the moment of Hits 
Majesty 3 departure, in a communique 
stating that the two Governments would 
conclude Premies Of Friendship and Uom- 
uicrce and in other ways develop closer 
relations and work for greater solidarity 
iii the Moslem world. Negotiations were 
also in progress during the month for a 
Treaty uf Friendship with Pakistan. It 
was announced rlmt a commission would be 
set up to demarcate the undefined portion* 
of J hi- I bik is tan-Persian frontier, and the 
Pakistan Government acquired popularity 
in Persia by a report that they had with¬ 
drawn an invitation to Bahrein to partici¬ 
pate m the Karachi Efonomii. Conference, 
in order to make possible Persian part ici- 
pat ion, This report, though probably in¬ 
correct, was not denied by ihe Pakistan 
Embassy. It was announced in the press 
during the month that the Iraqi Govern¬ 
ment bad agreed to maintain a stricter 
frontier control against smuggling and that 
the demarcation of the Iraqi-PereLan 
frontier would shortly lx 1 complete. With 
Afghanistan, however, there was no im- 
| • ouricnT of relation:.. The Afghanistan 
Ambassador, in refuting some of the state¬ 
ments of Mi Ward Price of the Daily Mail 
about Afghanistan, accused the Persian 
Government of lukewarmness in their sup¬ 
port of arbitration on the Hebnand River 
dkpute. The Persian Government 
promptly claimed to have done their full 
share towards achieving a settlement 

5 The claim of the Persian I rovemment 
fur compensation in retq>t*ct of use of 
I \ » rsi an ni t 1 way * * in ri ng th e wa r by Hr i E is li 
forces was settled. Persian agreement 
(which has been much delayed) to accept 
£5,7011,01111 had been followed by a demand 
that 00 per cent of this sum should be 
payable in gold under the terms of (lie 
former Financial Agreement. His 
Majesty's Government could not but admit 
the validity of the Persian arguments but 
entered a plea that, given the present 
serious strain on their gold and dollar 
refloutw, the Persian I lovemtnctit should 
defer the exercise of their right. The 
Persian Government agreed. 

British Interests 

8. Little more was heard about the ratifi¬ 
cation of the Supplemental Agreement, 
though certain members of the Government 
have expressed the hope that the 18th Maj- 
li&, to be convened in October, should not 
contain any violent opponents of the agree- 
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'meat Meanwhile, the Persian Government 
addressed to the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com¬ 
pany a request for an advance of £8 million 
on account of extra funds due once the 
Agreement was ratified The Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company declined to meet tMa 
request ami this embassy informed the 
Ministry for Foreign Affaire that they saw 
no reason to press them to do so 

7. I'be implacable M. Ihtihaj pursued 
his vendetta against the Imperial Bank 
(which during the mouth officially changed 
iis title to th© British Bank of Iran and the 
Middle East) He resolutely declined to 
implement a Government decision to allow 
the British Bank to retain oo per rent of 
deposits against credits opened abroad 
instead of surrendering 100 per tent. 
Moreover, owing to his refusal to grout the 
bank Government exchange it found itself 
unable to meet all bills presented to It and 
had to refuse applications to open credits 
abroad for customers Although the 
Minister of Court and other M ini store have 
promised support for the British Bank 
against Ibtihaj, it seem* unlikely that any 
of Tilton will have the > on rage to risk fore 

irite ba> resignation He has now secured 

recogniti.if th© Bank Molli s position as 

the authority to negotiate with foreign 
banks the conditions for dealing in foreign 
exchange. 

Internal Situation 

8. The elections for the Senate began 
tn Tehran on 28th August and somewhat 
earlier in the provinces. The public poll¬ 
ing, in which each voter was In write down 
seventy-five names of his own choice, lasted 
three days but was nrd> the firs! stage; the 
seventy-five persons ©letted by the Tehran 
public will next proceed to choose fifteen 
senators front among themselves and a 
further fifteen will be similarly elected in 
two stages from the prov hires. It was 
reported that just over 16.000 vote re hnd 
gone to the polls in Tehran. It is possible 
that even this comparatively low figure (the 
population of Tehran being estimated at 
sOOtOOO) is an exaggeration, and it is thus 
evident that in spite of appeals in the press 
the public took no great interest in the 
©lection#. Even greater indifferences and 
smaller polls are reported from the pro¬ 
vinces, The Tehran elections were free 
from the glaring malpractices which made 
a fare© of those for the Constituent 
Assembly in April: and. tn fact, the Tehran 
poll (the counting of which was not com¬ 
plete at the end of tbe month) seemed likely 
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tn l>c headed by M Musadiq, who is 
jyv..,\niui nan tjrata to Lbe Government. anil 
("■ include aninng its first twenty name* 
that til Ai m lid Qiisim kaskant who was 
ex ik'd after the attempt un the life uf the 
Shall, Hut from several pro vim es there 
were reliable reports that the local authori¬ 
ties had bee® told which candidate? were 
to be elected 

H, At the end of the mouth the Sujier- 
visory Countsi for the Majlis elections in 
Tehran was formed, headed by Sayyid 
Muhammad Sadiq Tabutabai, who had 
also headed the Supervisory Council for tlie 
Senate elections In some parts of the 
provinces the Majlis elections had actually 
started by the end of the month. In spite 
of the publicly professed decision by the 
Shah and the Government that the Majlis 
elections should l>e free, it b widely believed 
that, in fact, a list of successful candidates 
has already been drawn up and, according 
to the Minister of Court, the Shah feels 
bound to ensure that those whom he con¬ 
siders J subversive ’ should not be elected. 
In preparation for the elections various 
11 parlies presented themselves to the 
public: although some of them published 
vaguely-worded programmes, they are, in 
fata, mere accretions around leading 
personalities mid. on past experience, will 
dissolve once the elections art' over 

3 0. M. Sa'td completed his Cabinet by 
appointing M. Ghuiam linage in Funihar k 
who, as reported in paragraph VI of 
8ir John Iff Rougetel's despatch under 
reference, had resigned from the Industrial 
and Mining Bank, as Minister of Labour, 
and M. Djavid tiaajoyi* on Azerbaijani 
and fonnei Iv Deputy Speaker of the 
Majlis, as Minister of Prats and 
Telegraphs, 

U, The appointment of M Hnzhir m 
Mi niftier of Court was reported to have 
Iven followed by some changes in the i.lpurt 
personnel, besides a number of dhsmissal* 
For incompetence or dishofiesty, Adib-w* 
Saltazieli Mini i, the MnsU’i 1 of Ceremonies, 
and Yimif Shukrai, another important 
i mirr functionary, left the Court to take 
part in the Senate and Majlis el 
£W'« Chamber! id ii* the brothers t>ragnj-hi, 
went to Europe, ostensibly an leave It is 
widely believed that these change will 
im raise the power of ihe Minister of 
Court, wini is also reported to have issued 
a circular to Government Departments 
informing (hem that Court instructions 
shoulil only he obeyed if they come from His 
Imperial Majesty or himself. 


VI. The Shall caused a temporary wave 
uf anxiety and i iidignation among those 
who regard themselves as his Iffftt friends 
bv his sudden patronage of Saw id 
Muhammad Tabatabai, who was saitl to be 
aiming at the premiership- This flutter 
soon subsided and it is probable that, in 
fact, the approach to Tabatabai and his 
appointment as chief of the two Tehran 
Supervisory Commissions for the Senate 
and the Majlis elections had been merely a 
tactical move to appease a potential 
opponent who is much followed by the 
mullahs and in the bazaar. 

Ill The trials and a r reate of members of 
the Tudefc, reported in paragraph 1ft of 
Sir John Le Rougetehs despatch under 
reference, continued. At the same time 
martial law' was lifted in Tehran and the 
M i n i ste T of .1 u s< i tv reqwested and ol>tu i n ed 
an amnesty for over 100 prisoners, some of 
whom had been imprisoned for Titdeh 
activities. Further clandestine pamphlets 
were primed and circulated, one of them 
attacking the establishment of the Senate, 
Pamphlets have also been sent from Tehran 
to provincial centres in Reaht and Shiraz 
and others were distributed in Isfahan, 
where a number of Armenians were Inter 
at rested, and in Abadan. In Shiran the 
raising of martial law was followed inmie- 
dlately by an outcrop of Tudeh slogans oti 
walls and. pavements. In Abadan, cell 
meetings ceased after 4th August, in 
accordance with an instruction issued by a 
local leader, and the party lias gone under¬ 
ground This is believed to Iff the result 
of arrests made over the past six months by 
the Military Governor and of the discovery 
of in formers. Several T Lid eh leaders 
among the railway workers have returned 
to Ahwaz from their exile m Tehran, 

14 With an unaccustomed alacrity 
which reflects their anxiety regarding 
future wheat supplies for the towns ami 
Azerbaijan, the Government concluded (he 
purchase of 90* 0^6 tonaof wheat in Canada 
and the t hi ted States. Purchases were 
also m:ide in Pakistan and Iraq. The itn- 
[K>r|s from North America and large 
arrivals of mi gar will place a heavy strain 
on the railways ami arc likely to prejudice 
the building-up of oil stocks in the interior, 
15- On 30th August J>r. Taqi Nasr. 
Kxacutive Director of Un* Seven-Year Plan* 
was told on the shah's ordera to resign, 
together with tw r uof his lieutenants. This 
ac tion was taken without consultation with 
PH nee Ahdur I{i«g who bitterly resented 


it and offered to resign his honorary prefci- 
deucy of the Planning Organisation, 
although the Shah declined to accept it, 
These resignations seem lo have been 
engineered by M. A Si Mansur, Dr, 
Musharraf Nafisi and M. Ibtihaj, and 
followed the taking over of the luduftlria] 
and Mining Rank by the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation in July, Dr. Nasr. thev am- 
side ml, had shown himself hasty and 
incxperienccd in carrying out this opera¬ 
tion, and had made appointments ro Hie 
Planning Board of Tmleh sympathisers— 
a charge denied hy Prince AIM nr Uiza, 
Dr. Xaer’s pairnn. Dr, Xasrte place waft 
immediately taken by Dr. Musharraf 
XaEsr and three new members were 
nominated to the Supreme Council to fill the 
plaiv of the other officials wfci had 
resigned, although one of the nominees 
declined the appointment- Dr Nafisi pro¬ 
ceeded with hi* inherited task of liquidat¬ 
ing the Industrial Bank and by the end of 
the month it had been announced that the 
lex tile factories, in the Caspian provinces 
and Ehv sugar refineries would be grouped 
into limited liability companies, D has 
also granted credits for sundry development 
projects and, against the inclination of kith 
Dr. Xaar and Ur. Xafisi. allocated 150 mil¬ 
lion rials as the initial capital of a Persian 
oil company to exploit Persian oil resources 
outside the Anglo Iranian Oil Company's 
conoeasional area. During the month 
Mr. Mfix Thornburg returned to Tehran 
with part of a 2,800-page report hy Oyer- 
reas Consultants, Incorporated, and made 
considerable progress with a contract for 
the executive phase The report of 
Mr. V an Zeeland, whose visit to Tehran 
was mentioned in paragraph LO of Sir John 
Iff Rmigetelk dispatch No 208 of 7th June, 
also reached Tehran during August. It 
tlid not support M. Ibtihaj s proposal to 
increase the note circular inn and seems to 
have Iffen shelved 

Conditions In the Provinces 

16. The cereal harvest has not come up to 
ex pet uriei i ns The main causes appear to 
have been a shortage of seed and the ex cep- 
tionally Awe re winter, which restricted 
s pHng sowings. The present official esti¬ 
mate of Lhitf year's crop is 1,650,000 torts as 
Hgainst 1 .flim.uno toils last year In 
Azerbaijan, the largest producing area, 
this year's crop is estimated at little over 
hfilf of last year's and there is evidence 
that the Government are seriously disturbed 
by the prospect of unrest in the province. 
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17. There were three changes nf 
Governor-General during the month. 
Mizbah Faiimi was relieved of hi& post sis 
Governor-Genera I of Khuzistan. D is 
widely believed that this was a result of bis 
connexions with the smuggling fraternity 
in Khali stein, but the oil company have 
cause to regret his departure, since lie has 
always shown himself co-operative. His 
place has been taken hy Fazlullah Bah r ami, 
formerly Governor-General of Kerman, 
of whom l hear good reports, Muhammad 
Ali Varasteh, formerly Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs has gone to Kerman in 
placa of Bahranu. t’he Governor-General 
cd the and Fstun (Maranderan), Saifultab 
Naval i, iivh<.L t*K)k up the jwet with some 
reluctance ver> r recently, has been recalled 
to Tehran and his place in Mazanderan 
taken by M Issa Snrtisli, \\}k> was l “ avj I 
(loverinir of Tehran from l!J4d 44 

18. Alt Miihanimadi, the leader of the 
Gcritral Oil Workers' Uni on of Khti£istan 
(which, although having only akmt 3.1 hh) 
members, is the one large workers 1 associa¬ 
tion in Khuziatan), lias hcen provoked by 
some of the company s measures—in 
particular the dismissal of certain workers 
from the Uonatruct ion Branch- -into a 
stroi]g campaign against diem, and boa 
threatened that if they pursue their policy 
his union will call a strike. He emphasised, 
however, that if so it would not be violent 
atjd would lie in accordance with the Labour 
Law, Muhammadi circulated n proclama¬ 
tion on the above lines, in the face of a 
declaration by the M ilitary Govern*>r i hat 
it wa.s illegal. Although Muhammadi dm?s 
not conceal that many of his aims are 
(inevitablyi identical with the economic 
programme presented by the Tudeh, lu? rnn- 
sistently denies any conitexic^i with the 
Tudeh Party and bus contributed much 
to the development of ccmslitutioual 
machinery for industrial relations, 

Ik On ihllh August the Council of 
Ministers temsidered the industrial crisis at 
Isfahan I hey decided that in future a 
sirict eight hour day should Ik* worked and 
no overtime paid, and that workers 
receiving 1,200 rials or over per month 
should hove their wages cut by 30 per cent 
I hey also fixed a {ximpletdy unrealistic 
minimum daily wage of 34 rials (which is 
also ihe legal minimum in Tehran). It is 
not possible for a man to support a wife 
and two children on this. As a counterpart 
to these measures against the workers the 
Council of Ministers decided that arrears 
of wages up to 22nd August must k 1 paid 
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by the mill-owners, thru there must be only 
one director pet factory and that he should 
receive not more than lb .000 rials per 
month Finally, they passed a decree 
establishing a technical supervisor} oom- 
mittee to in rcase the efikienc y of the textile 
industry in Isfahan. The committee wilt 
include tet hniral experts an I it* duties will 
ini hide investigation and supervision of all 
technical actlvttJes at the factories, and of 

cost-:, quality of production And prices, and 
the appointment of technical and admiul- 
strativc personnel, II remains to lie seen 
whether this new committee cart remedy the 
situ a Li on. T he d i root -1 rs oft he X a r Fact ory 
were forced by the Military Governor to 
ivinsiatp workers they had dismissed. 

'io In AzerlKiijan the new Governor 
Genera! Appears to be working with dilli- 
pace acid success for the economic revival 
of the province. Work has Ixrgun on the 
Mianeh--Tabriz extension of the railway 
and has afc^rbed numbers of unemployed. 
M \ alatah&r has, however, mule up 
against the CumtUMider-m-Chief, Marshal 
StmhLikhti, and also against his own 
Deputy Governor, who had tasted the 
sweets of office during the interval between 
the G over nor-General V appointment ami 
his arrival in Tabriz, ami was unwilling 
to pari with them—even going so far as 
to provoke an artificial bread shortage to 
discredit the Governor-General During 
August the police whipped up an artificial 
*' popular " agitation against foreign pub¬ 
licity organisations in Tabriz which led to 
the temporary closing of ih-e Soviet and 
British publicity shops Both later re- 
opened. 


21, From several provinces came news of 
large st ale plans of economic development, 
M Asui.intluh A lam spent some weeks in 
Tehran fighting for a series of projects to 
Improve economic conditions in Seistan and 
Baluchistan, of which he is Governor- 
Genvtal. Eventually, with the Shaba 
strong -uppm,, Iwsidess :trranging for tha 
import at ion of wheat and maize from 
Irakis Li in. he is believed to have succeeded 
in securing approval for the provision of 
funds tn repair and build dams, construct 
school- and hospitals, and make mads. 
Near Shiraz initial work started on the 
Shiahpir irrigation project, which will ho 
cpei-audi by a semi-official company and is 
fie irig financed by the Shah. The formation 
was announced of a company with an 
alii ial capital of 20 million rials, to exploit 
the sou them fisheries. It will net up 
refrigerated storage at Bashir#, Abadan, 
Ahwaz, Shiraz and the ieland of Kffiarg, 
with :i total capacity of I oh tons. It is 
not, however, clear whether ail the capital 

half of whii h is to come from the Gov¬ 
ernment- -has yet been subscribed, 

22. I um sending ■ opies of this despatch 
u, His Majesty’- Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington, Mosnov in id Bagdad; to Air fi#&4 
quarters, Iraq through His Majesty's 
Embassy at Bagdad; to the Commander-in- 
Chief East Indies, and Lhe Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf: to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf: to the 
United Kingdom High Commissi oners at 
New Delhi and Karachi; to the British 
Middle East Office, Cairo, and to ail His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia. 

I have* Ac. 

V U. LAW FORD, 
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Mr La a-ford fa Mr. B* Fin. October) 


(No, 360) Tehran-, 

Sir. IQfA October, 1M9. 

With reference to my despatch No. 324 
nf t 'M h September, l have the honour to 
submit the fallowing report on events in 
Pfrsju during September 1949- The Soviet 
Government, while maintaining their 
broadcast criticisms of the Persian Gov 
eminent. showed signs of wishing to give 
the impression that they were willing to 


improve Persing-Soviet relations. There 
loutinued to be a good deal of vague talk 
about Islamic Union. The devaluation of 
the pound was not followed by that of the 
rial and ted the Persian Government to 
express (he opinion to the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company that negotiations? should lie 
renewed with a view to the revision of the 
recently signed oil agreement. The elec¬ 
tions for the Senate and the Majlis made 


httle progress. The Minister of Labour 
by supporting the attempt of Hidayat, a 
(nun parasite and ex-Majlis Deputy, to 
secure n monopoly for his puppet trade 
nmoii. led to the temporary 

r dgnat urn oi the Undersecretary at his 
Ministry and prejudiced the chances of a 
sound development of labour relations. The 
Persian I lovemment at East signed a 
i i m trad with Overseas Gongnltants 
Incorporated for the supply of technical 
help ami advice in the executive stage of 
the Seven-Year Plan. 

Foreign Relations 

2. By the end of the month there bad 
been some outward improvement in 
Persian-Soviet relations, although the 
Soviet radio continued its campaign of 
vituperation against the Government of 
Persia. The Soviet Government returned 
the eleven Persian soldiers captured at 
Naftlijeh, as reported in paragraph fi of 
my despatch under reference, while the 
Persians for their part did not pursue the 
idea of referring lhe frontier incident* to 
(he United Nations. A contract was also 
signed and the Mtessary credit ripened for 
the sale of UHUHlO tons of Soviet wheat to 

a Persian merchant acting on behalf of the 
Persian Government: deliveries will Ivy 
made direct to Tabriz by rail and. also at 
Pahlavi, The Soviet Embassy agreed to 
start talks in Tehran about the implementa¬ 
tion of the Caspian Fisheries Agreement, 
several of whose dauses have not. in the past 
been observed by the Soviet Government. 
However, n Persian officer and two other 
ranks kidnapped as reprisals for three 
Soviet deserters not returned to the Soviet 
authorities remained in the Soviet Union, 
and the Persian. Government has pursued 
its campaign to reduce Soviet influence in 
iYrsia with a decree which will enable it 
to close Soviet ho^pita'k They have also 
subjected the region of Simirum, the sum¬ 
mer quarters of the tjashg&i Lribe, to the 
same regulation* limiting the access of 
foreigners as are in force for frontier areas, 
and the C hief of the Gem-ml Staff has 
declared iliac this too is directed against 
the Russians. 

3 The Shah has taeti considering a 
suggest111]j emanating from King Abdullah 
«-!' Jordan and the Regent of Iraq for a 
meeting between the various heads of 
Muslim SLiitos, with a view to the forma 
tiun of some kind of Islamic biac. His 
Majesty approached me for His Majesty's 


■ GovernmentY views on this proposal It 
iviis finnuimuJ that the King nf Afghan¬ 
istan would visit Tehran on his wav to the 
I nited States, and after a visit to Kabul 
by the Director-General of Civil Aviation 
a 1 ehran Kahu| air service wfas established. 
A special envoy was sent to Saudi Arabia; 
though lhe purpose of his mission was not 
disclosed, he was known to carry a |yer$onal 
letter to King I bn Sa'ud from the Shah. 
Hie Persian cImwinnent also appointed 
cultural ntE«u-h& to their missions in the 
Arab Stales, Afghanistan. Pakistan and 
India Mr. L'haudry Khiiliq-iiz-Znman. 
president the Pakistan Muslim league, 
visited Tehran for a few day# with the 
declared object of promoting a Up ion of 
Muslim States. 

4 f i wa s am ioui i red that 1 1 it- S ha 1 1 would 
arrive in Washington, where he will be the 
President s guest, on 16th November and 
suy about a Fortnight in the United Smte*, 
touring industrial and public enterprises 
after n few days in Washington At the 
beginning of lhe month a Cultural Con¬ 
vention between Persia and the I nited 
States wsis signed in Tehran its purpose 
wjt- ti« implement the provision of (he Ful¬ 
l-right Art whereby the sale proceeds of 
surplus United States war material are i s 
be used to strengthen cultural tic 1 ? between 
the l niterf States and the purchasing 
country, and its most important reault will 
he the despatch of Persian students on 
scholarships lo the United States, The 
Ethiopian envoy to India, Mr. Abraham, 
visited Tehran to canvas Persian support 
for the proposed inclusion of large parte of 
Eritrea in Ethiopia A number of Persian 
naval officers left for training in the United 
Kingdom, under the exchange of letters 
signed in London fur the sett lenient of 
Persian naval claim, against His Majesty’s 
Government. 


British Interests 

5 . The Persian Government pressed their 
demand, mentioned in paragraph fl of my 
despatch under reference, for an advance 
of £6 million on account of sums due to 
them from the‘ General Reserves " of ihe 
Oil Company on ratification of the Supple¬ 
mental Agreement Their reluctance to 
accept the company's counteroffer of £5 
million on account of royalties was ex¬ 
plained by the fact that such an advance 
would, under the terms of the Seven-Year 
Plan Bill, not he available for balancing 
the ordinary budget Moreover, it would 




















involve the payment os' interest. This iiis- 
cU&tiOfi was complicated by an unco-ordin¬ 
ated approach to the company by the 
Ministei of Finamr for a reopening of 
negotiations in view of the fact that in simi¬ 
lar negotiations between the Iraq Petrol 
Company and the Iraqi Government the lat¬ 
ter were reported to have been offered more 
favourable terms. The exact intention of 
the Persian Government had still not been 
clarified when the devaluation of the fc 
sterling led them to inform the company 
anv myself that in their opinion tievfilia¬ 
tion had altered the basis of the ^tipple- 
mental Agreement and necessitated & 
renewal of the negotiations, 

H, The British Bank of fran and the 
Middle East secured a ropy of the draft 
exchange agreement which M Ibtihaj had 
proposed to the Uouncil i>f Ministers should 
be the basis for the hank’s future exchange 
operations, If approved, the agreement 
would place the British Bank at his mercy 
an I further rest .riel ion of their ojHralions 
would result. Suitable amend merits have 
been suggested to the Minister of Finanny 
who has undertaken to submit them to his 
colleagues, hut the I'onlieil of Ministers 
re *ms reluctant, to discuss the mat ter in 
M Ibtihaj > absence Meanwhile, the 
problem of the retention by rhe British 
Hank of 13 per rent of Lhe deposits it 
receives ago in si credits opened abroad 
remains unsolved 

Internal Affairs 

7. At the end of the month the comple¬ 
tion of the Senate elections was still out of 
sight. A few Senators had been elected 
from the provinces, but the second stage of 
the elections in Tehran, from which are to 
(>mie fifteen! out, of tile thirty elective 
Senators., hill! not liegtm. The final results 
of the first stage elections, however, had 
appeared and showed several opposition 
politicians high tip on the list. 

v Some Deputies for the Lower House 
of the Majlis (the National tVnsulutive! 
Assembly) have been returned for the 
provinces, but the date of the Tehran ejec¬ 
tions has not yet been fixed It hail lieen 
announced first that the elections would be 
delayed a month to enable voters to get 
photographs put on their identity cards, 
and Inter that any kind of document with 
a photograph would do As the Sliah has 
inarlc known his intention of opening both 
Houses before he leaves for Lhc United 
States it is possible that the Giwer House 
may open without any Tehran Deputies 


ft The press, has liecn full of aixusatiotcs 
that the Senate elections have lieen im¬ 
properly influenced and that the Lower 
House elect ion a will be even more so. Those 
accused of interference have defended 
ihentselv ?» v i gorouslv —t he Miniate r of t he 
Interior and the United States Embassy 
in press conferences and the General Staff 
by u circular forbidding the military to 
interfere in any elections. 

10. The impending elections led to 
certain Cabinet changes. M. Ganjeh’i, 
who, as reported in paragraph III of tny 
despatch under reference, had only recent ly 
been appointed Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, resigned to stand for the 
Majlis and Ids place was taken by M, 
Sayyah. formerly Minister of Bonds. 
General Yazd&n Panah, a cl use friend of 
the former Shah and die present Shah’s 
prim ipal aide-de-camp, succeeded M. 
Sayyah as .Minister of Roads, One of the 
Ministers without Portfolio. Dr, Tahiri, 
also resigned in order to stand for the 
Majlis, but his place in the Unbind had 
not been filled by tile end of the month. 
An interesting appointment was that of 
M, Babram sludmikh to lie Director- 
General of Propaganda. M Shahrukh, 
who is a ZoittAfd-FtajL broadcast for the 
Germans during the war from Berlin and 
has some knowledge of the technique of 
publicity. 

11. At the end of the month there were 
congresses of employers jind workmen to 
elect representatives to the High Labour 
Council, I'hc Employers" Congress passed 
off without incident, and the men it 
appointed to the council were not unsuit¬ 
able : Hut when the Labour Congress met 
it was dear that the Minister of Labour 
intended te support M. Klnisrati Hidavat 
and liis puppet trade union, K.fvK.L, in 
their attempt to take all the three seats 
allowed to Labour on the council. Repre¬ 
sentatives of independent unions and of tho 
Oil Company workers were admitted to the 
oongreas. but when the leader of the Oil 
Company workers, Muhammadi, protested 
against the granting to ILS.K.I. of a 
monopoly of representation on the council 
he was accused by the Minister of Labour 
of disrespect to the Shah and. together with 
his followers, left the congress, Thu 
Minister of Labour thereupon gave orders 
for cite dismissal of Dr. Rakhtiar. the 
Ministry’s representative in Abadan, on 
the grounds that he should not have allowed 
Muhammadi to attend the congress. The 


l ltd rr ■ See retajy <■>: the M i. id si it , c, me o i t he 
roost progressive and hard-working officials 
in Tehran, thereupon resigned, although 
h - resignation was not accepted. This 
high-haiiile I act on by lhe Minister of 
La I‘OH f ti nr! the encouragement given in 
Kitesrau Hidayui, who lacks the most 
elementary qualification for a trade union 
leader—that "1 being himself a working 
man—could possibh lend to labour unrest 
in the railways, at a moment when their 
efficiency is all important, and aisu in the 
oi I held? and Abadan. 

li" It was some time before the Persian 
Guvcrnment seemed able to decide what 
measure- to take os a result of the 
ante mure a lent of the devaluation of the 6. 
Eventually, however, after telegraphic 
consultation with M, Ibtihaj, the governor 
of the Bank Meili, who was then in Wash 
irigton, they decided not to devalue the rial 
in relation to the dollar and the mean 
official rate for filer ling con set |uent I v foil to 
!)1 rials. The official free marker rate fur 
sterling fell in exactly the same proportion, 
but on the black market sterling showed 
surprising strength, duo partly, no doubt, 
to the demand for sterling for the pilgrim¬ 
age • for w hith nn dollars are gran ted) and 
also to a rush by Persian merchants to 
place orders in the United Kingdom before 
English prices rose, m it was expected they 
would do. Later on the Government ex¬ 
pressed the view, as- reported in para¬ 
graph 5 above, that fresh negotiations were 
required as regards the Supplemental 
Agreement with the Oil Company. The 
press was full of largely uninformed com¬ 
ment. regarding the change in (lie exchange 
rate of the £„ but the Government were 
able So give assurances that the sterling at 
present in Persia's uituimis was protected 
by a goUl revaluation clause There could, 
however, be no effective answer tn the 
criticism that the new rial sterling rate 
would cripple Prisms exports to all 
countries whose currency hud followed 
sterling and would subject Persian manu¬ 
facturers to grratty increased competition 
from imported British gimnis, 

Hi. At the end of tile month the Sevetj- 
Year Han Organisation and Mr. Max 
Thornburg signed a contract fur Hie 
engagement of advisers from the Overseas 
Consultants Incorporated to last for a year 
with optional renewal There will be a 
permanent staff in Tehran of up to twelve 
Resident Consultants of whom seven will 
l*’ provided forthwith The miscellaneous 
and apparently tmeo-urd mated projects 


* hitherto undertaken by rhe Seven Year 
Planning Hoard have already disposed of 
the definitely foreseeable revenues (about 
£12 mi Hi on j of the Planning Organisation 
mr the present finatu ini year, which ends 
in March HfStk The organisation ion 
lined i<» group the subsidiary undertak¬ 
ings of the farmer Industrial and Mining 
Bank [rite large and autonomous units and 
publicly registered companies were formed 
tu take over s-oal mines cotton spinning 
and weaving factories and silk factories 
among others Nothing more was hrord of 
Prince Abdtir Iiiaa s relation* with t.b - 
organisation, but the Prince attended a 
meeting of the Supremo Council of tire 
Organisation. 

14 The purchases of wheat made abroad 
during the month, cm hiding the 100,1)1 K> 
Ion- to fit- supplied from the Soviet Union 
and mentioned in paragraph 2 aIhwi.', wore 
iiu<re iban enough to till the foreseeable gap 
Iwtween home collection* and the i nuniry s 
needs, but flie consignment have only just 
begun to reach Persia and local .shortages 
enured biTad rinte in one or two places 
Three hundred army lorries are to be used 
to bring Iraqi wheat direct to Azerbaijan, 
bm it is likely that there will he a serious 
hold iip nit the railways of the large 
quantities of wheat arriving from North 
America. Although Persia's sugar re¬ 
quirements have now been met by the pur- 
chares abroad, the supply of sugar in many 
of the provinces continues to lie had and 
prices remain high. The imports of sugar 
will further increase the congestion on the 
railways which is causing the Oil Company 
gravecoicrrn ns they fear that they will la* 
unable to meet t he demand for oi l products 
in the interior during the winter. 

13. To avoid the distress caused last year 
to pilgrims by the inadequate care taken 
of (hern by rapacious transport companies, 
the Government decided that this year the 
Haj should only be made by air and pass¬ 
ports were only issued to pilgrims on pro¬ 
duct hm nf an air ticket. Some #,300 
pilgrim* are believed to have flown direct 
li« Jeddn or to Beirut, for onward journey 
by sea. The Irani an Airways Limited 
chartered aircraft from all com viva file 
foreign countries in order to tarry this 
heavy traffic. 

The Provinces 

10. From KhuiisUm it is reported that 
instructions have been given Lo Tudeh 
Party members to resume cell meetings: 
activity has been centred on the collection 
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nf filmic. Leaflets attacking the Majlis 
and Senate elutions reproduced centrally 
in Tehran have alao bent distributed 
(similar leaflets are reported from Resht, 
rarried thither by a member of the Educa- 
ttori Department). A strike started in 
some of the Oil Company's restaurants, 
owing to the introduction of a new shift 
systeni. but collaboration between the Mini¬ 
stry of Labour’s local representative, the 
company s industrial adviser and Muham¬ 
mad!. the trade union lender, brought it to 
an end. It is reported that six to seven 
Russian ships are approaching Khorram- 
shnhr, their principal cargo being cement. 
The change of Governor General, reported 
in paragraph 17 of my despatch under 
reference, has been followed So. a number 
of resignations, dismissals and new 
appointments of highly-placed officials in 
Khuz]staii, 

17 There are no signs of any funda¬ 
mental improvement in the labour troubles 
lit fsffthms Some of the factories have 
paid arrears* of wages nut of loan* given to 
them by the Government or profits which 
the Govern or-Genera I has compelled the 
owners to disgorge, but in others two to 
three mouths wage# are still outstanding, 
and settlement has been made nil th^more 
difficult by the fixing «f the lower minimum 
wage, reported in paragraph 19 of my 
despatch under reference, rime the work 
men either refuse to accept payment or treat 
it only as payment on account. The cum- 
iiu-csion from I'ehran which, aft reported in 
the same paragraph under reference, was 
to supervise the operation of the factories 
it) Isfahan* had not yet arrived there on 
I nth September The local K.S.K l. trade 
union is said to Vie threatening a strike 
against the minimum wage, hut it ia not 
den r whether the threat is to be Laken 
seriously There U a renewed drive to 
Siring the independent trade unions led by 
Amir Kaivan into E.S.K I 

10. The rivalry between the Governor. 
General of Tabriz and the General Officer 


('omiLiiinding. Marshal Shahbakhti, sean* 
to have led to a temporary victory for the 
former, who has secured the recall to 
Tehran of the Deputy Governor-General 
and the Chief of Policy two of the mar¬ 
shal’s chief supported The Govemor- 
Gcnernl is pn* -ceding actively with his 
plans for the rnmomie development of 
Azerbaijan and has secured approval for 
the purchase of twenty tractors for use in 
the Mughai j steppe on the Persian-Soviet 
fn m tier 

111 All is no! welt with the Shishpir 
irrigation project reported in paragraph 21 
of niy despatch under reference* and it is 
possible that tlit? whole scheme will l>e sub¬ 
mitted to Sir Alexander Gibb aud Partners 
for technical reconsideral ion (Gibb have 
not previously been cowulted about it). 
It is confirmed that the capital for the 
Southern Fisheries Company, reported in 
the same paragraph, has not yet liecn sub¬ 
scribed md shares are at present on the 
m;i rket. 

20. difficulties arc also being experi¬ 
enced i el Isfahan with raising capital for 
the Turbine Company which is to provide 
the town of Isfahan and its factories with 
electric current. Over P2*t million rials 
are needed to cover the credits opened 
abroad, and so far only 4 million r ials have 
Wn subscribed It is hoped that the 
Seven'Year Planning Organisation may lm 
prepared to finance the remainder, 

21. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to u is. Majesty’s Ambassadors at Wash¬ 
ington! Moscow and Bagdad; to Air Head¬ 
quarters, Iraq* through His Majesty’s 
Embassy at Bagdad to the Commander-m- 
Chief* East Indies, md the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf : to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office. Cairo, and to all His Majesty's 
Consular Officers in Persia. 

I have, &C, 

V G. LAW FORD. 
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(No. 301 j Tehran, 

® lt *. lOfiA Notembi r y 1040, 

\\ itii reference to my despatch No. 3HO 
of loth October, i have the honour to subnut 
toe f. 1 1lowing 1 report cm events in Persia 
during y ii*toiler, 11141). There was little 
further improvement in Soviet-Perrinn 
relations. and L3it? Persian Guvernment ton- 
turned their measure* ostensibly to reduce 
Soviet influence hut it began to look as 
if these measures were, in reality, pan of 
a general ami foreign campaign. At home, 
political activity centred on the Majlis 
elections, which in the provinces* in spire 
of previous assurances lo the contrary, were 
no freer than in usual in Persia. In Teh¬ 
ran, there was a seemingly unsuccessful 
campaign by certain demagogues to stir up 
popular feeling against the Government s 
conduct of the elections: but as the first 
ami incomplete results of the counting 
showed the opposition candidates to be in 
ihe lead, the agitation may have attained 
it* abject, The Senate elections proved 
«wter to manage, and non* of the opposition 
candidates were elected, although their 
leader, Dr. Musaddiq. (I!)4* Personalities 
No, ti?) had headed [lie poll in (he first 
stage elections. 

Foreign Affairs 

2 There was little further improvement 
in -Soviet-Persian relations, A request for 
the return to Persia of the gold lodged in 
Moscow during the war and for the pay¬ 
ment of Soviet debts remained unanswered 
and ihe Minister for Foreign Affairs in w 
press conference drew utUmucm to i]ie con¬ 
tinuance yf propaganda hostile to Persia 
from official and clandestine radio stations 
on Hot i el temton No progress was 
officially reported after several meetings of 
& joint i ommissumon the Caspian Fisheries 
agreement As against this, Russian wheal 
Iwgan to reach Persia, though by the end of 
the month only 2,1)00 tons had arrived at 
Tiilta and 1.000 tons at Bandar PahlavL 
A Persian-8t»viet t-omimsrion was formed 
iti Tehran to discuss commercial exchanges 
between the two countries and a number 
<•: private tra fractions. in Russian goods, 
rsped a l ly cemen t, have been reported T he 
Persian Government published the cor¬ 
respondence on the question of consular 


■viaiions I*-tween the two (iovenuuents. 
In their intreduction the Ministry of 
Foreign _ V iia ire. wli i la rejecting a ay si igges- 
Guii that the Persian Government were to 
blame for the recent rapture, expressed the 
hope that nctrisulai- relations would soon be 
resumed. 

3. The Persian Government continued 
their measure* ostensibly designed tn reduce 
Niyjci influence by issuing a decree forbid - 
ding th«j publication by foreign diplomatic 
mission-, of news bulletins in Persian and 
anothes restricting the activity of foreign 
ci: n. i d inililuU'3 to lehrttt) and subjecting 
ii to sin irksome dsegree of Persian control. 
Neither of Lhcsc measures wiII in fact 
ssericmsly hamper the Russians and it is 
feared »> ^ome quarters Lliat they may form 
pan of a campaign to reduce foreign 
influence in general and may be due to 
Soviet pressure. Both tnv United States 
colleague ajjd I have continued tv issue uur 
bulletins and have left unacknowledged the 

I Lore from the Minis try of Foreign Affairs 
comiumiieating the text of the first decree 
The Minister ha* himself advised me to 
instruct the British Council Representative 
to lake no action on tlie smm<l for the time 
being 

4. It was at)not 11 wed on 13th(Jctober liint 
the Shalt had accepted an invitation to visit 
Pakistan after his return from the United 
States. Hi* Majesty was himself visited 
for a day by iho King of Afghanistan, 
w hom he urgetl to do all he could to settle 
Afghan differentvs with Pakistan There 
have Iwu other signs of Perriari-Afgluin 
rapfu-oclu'iiieEjt . the first flight of^ the 
Tell ran-Kabul air service described in psira 
graph ;l of my despatch under reference 
landed at Kabul on 5th October, a team of 
Afghan footballers were much f^ted in 
Tehran and it was announced that Persian 
newspapers could irt future be imported 
into AfghanisUn without difficulty, 

5. A* a result of the devaluation of ster¬ 
ling the ££,T0awrm fixed its His MajestcA 
(rovernmeniT payment for their use of the 
Persian railways during the war was 
increased to T w .26ft.676 and this sum has 
l^eeu paid irite* the Persian Guverjunsit's 
account m the Bank of England* The Hail 
way Administration have used i‘2 million 
{>f this nmount to repay a lean from the 
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Bank Milli' Lb.- bnl&iHv will lie spent on 
badly needed ^nuipmem and materials 
The' Memorandum of Understanding 
whereby Persian sterling can be used to 
buv dollars fur essential goods not available 
oi/compei.iljvtr terms for sterling was pro¬ 
longed for a further year. There were no 
fresh developments in the Persian Govern¬ 
ment's relations with the Anglo Ira man 
till Company* but ranch interest was 
aroused by die arrival of three Venezuelans 
with the personal rank of ambassador who 
are louring the Middle hast to investigate 
the production costs of Middle East oil and, 
o j j i (ei va blv , tn el u on ra ge Mold le Eas 1 
Unverirawiiis to press for a larger «harw of 
oil company revenue- and ihus to increase 
lire cost uf Middle East oil and redraw its 
1 ;(rn prtitiw m J va i it age ove r Vene zitelai i. 
Thtw gentlemen were entertained in the 
u in a t w a y and ret. e i ve f I i iy 11® S hah. I h e 
Minister of hi nance informed the British 
Brink uf Imti and the Middle East that 
the Cabinet had finally decided that the 
proportion of deposits against credits to 
be surrendered to the Hank Mill] should lie 
fixed i\i eighty per cent., instead uf lifty- 
bvi per cent as requested by (lie British 
Bank, and that the bank's foreign exchange 
husin 383 shun hi be limited to lEfkOOfi.fKJQ per 
annum Sik h a restrict inn was unaccept¬ 

able in il would result in a reductiiui of (.he 
banks foreign exchange operations by 
a bunt fifty per Lent, hut it seemed likely, 
at the end of the month* that a more satis- 
fa, ton. ar rangement would be made. 

d, Agrermenl was reached m principle 
u 11 a transit t ra de agn -eni e r 11 bet ween 1 *e rs i a 
in.d Turkey, The Persian Government 
withdrew their Ambassador and his stall 
from t hina. The new Turkish Ambassador 
M Yaqub Qadri Osnuiauglu arrived in 
Tehran, and new Persian Ministers were 
appointed to Beirut and to Damascus, 
where previously the Persian Government 
only maintained n Counsellor subordinate 
to the Minister in Beirut, The Aga Khan, 
whose family and Red originate from 
iVrsia, applied for and was granted 
j 1 r - :.I h .-If Ij-h-h.j. and till' shah . oni'ei red 
on him the title r>f Highness. The French 
Government presented the Shah with a 
light tour tog aircraft, A party of three 
t Vrsiuti journalists visited Holland at the 
invited n:i of tlie Netherlands Government. 

Internal Affairs 

7 The Majlis elections continued 
throughout the month and by 31st October 
seventy-three deputies had been elected out 


ot a total of im Forty-four b ad been 
members of the previous Majlis and nearly 
all bad been in the Constituent Assembly, 
the elections for which, as mentioned m 
paragraph 7 of my dfi&pateh Xu. 174 of 
Sill May, were a force. In spile of the 
assurances given h) the Government and 
the 8hah thai the present Majlis election* 
would he free, there seems no doubt ihub 
in the provinces they have been managed, 
though less efficiently. in the manner which 
iv usual in Persia. Resent merit at the d is - 
i-repanvy between promise and pmfomiame 
led to trouble in (he provinces and to a 
short postponement of the Tehran elections?. 
In several places there were acts of violence* 
followed by a ^uspenaion of the voting. A 
particularlv shucking incident occurred at 
Ur ■: Far?) where hi ah-Sunni antagonism 
led to the death of at least six people. In 
certain other constituencies elections were 
suspended when il became clear that the 
Government's candidate would not be 
elected There were reports of trouble 
throughout Azerbaijan, including Tabriz, 
fin r I nne id' I he Ministers without Portfolio 
flew there to investigate nftei all the mem¬ 
ber of the Supervising Committee had 
resigned. The month started badly for Hie 
Tehran elections with the resignation of 
a noted cleric, who declared he could not 
connive at the irregular!ties being com¬ 
mitted; this- charge was denied by (he 
£ \ i n m i ittee' s l * re? ide it t, M u 11ammad Sft 1 1 i?| 
TabatabaT. The trouble grew more serious 
on 12th October when a Committee of 
journalists under Dr, Musaddiq issued a 
nmiifojuo attacking Government inter¬ 
ference in the elections, and calling for a 
“ deputation of protest " to the 8hah on 
14th October. This deputation led by Dr 
Mnsaddiq himself and including some 
respectable men and e\-ministers, hnl with- 
niit much of o crowd following i t, duly took 
M bast " {sanctuary) at the Palace, where 
they were received by the Minister of Court, 
and given food and atromnirklniinn. Dr. 
Mttoaddiq then sent a letter to the Shah 
complaining of irregularities to the conduct 
of the elections. A detailed list of these 
was also issued and published in the press. 
The Shah eventually replied that no abuses, 
rather the reverse, had been reported bo him 
from other sources. But, he said, the elec¬ 
tions were l»eing held under the old and 
defective Electoral Law. instead of the new 
one described in paragraph fifteen of my 
despatch No of Ath July, which the 
Majlis had failed u> pass, irregularities 
were therefore to lie expected. This line 


was a iso taken by the Government news¬ 
papers and the President ...j the Supervis¬ 
ing 1 ommittee dealt in detail with the list 
of irregularities published by Dr. 
Mtoadlij Having received the Shah's 
re;ei cm 37i!i October.. Dr. Mujaddiq and 
his followers left the palace on the follow* 
ing day Meanwhile the elections had liecn 
jw.Htp *nml for three days, and a corn¬ 
ua niqu. : i• sued over the signature of the 
I : n ■' :’-ei -ier (ihen ab-ent in France} 

deii.ndin L . the Government's eoudtn t uf the 
© > a ml warning agitators that it 

wo in it nut Hesitate to use its full powers 
ogaitGi them* The Chief of Police issued 
a similar :<>r&imtoiqiie, suggesting that the 
trouble-makers were connected with the 
Tudeh, The elections duly started on Mon¬ 
day HHh October and lasted for five days, 
during which total of 69,000 votes were 
ri j urded. J luring the whole of this period. 

tireless J.I speakers mounted cm ears 

lutmlied the streets exhorting the popula- 
tii>n to votr for Dr Musaddiq and his 
friends, Thi‘ count had not been finished 
;ilst Octol^r. but it seemed dear that 
they would head the |xd3 Jt is impossible 
tn say whether the authorities were cowed 
h\ Dr. Miisitddiq's agitation into permit¬ 
ting I his result, or whether they will find 
some way of nullifying it. 

- The Senate elections were roinpleted 
on 2tlth OctolkeG Results from die provinces 
came in piecemeal throughout the month, 
and on 19(h October the final results of the 
first-siagt e !eet inns in Tehran were 
announced, the poll tieing headed by Dr. 
Musaddiq. Vh’hen, however, sixty-three 
members of the Electoral College thus 
formed met to elect the fifteen Tehran 
Kenauxx neither Dr. Mn-saddiq uoratiy of 
his supporton were successful. This result 
had been widely expMed and in fact Dr r 
Musaddiq was able to put his forecast, in a 
scaled envelope, in Like hands of the 
President : when opened it was found to 
be uirrcet. Suit for rme imnie The Tidtran 
fermtors include such respected figures as 
MM. Hakimi, Tnqizadeh. Najm and Matin- 
]>nften r Insides more doubt fill jieople such 
tte Xikpur, the millionaire merchant, and 
V ami ei Isfandiarij, head of the Tehran 
Telephone Company, whose affairs seem to 
lie in a state of constant confusion, On the 
whole, the elected senators are not below, 
though not much above, the Persian average 
of honesty and competence. The Shah has 
still, however, to nominate his thirlv 
senators. 
mm 


, s >- On 18th Octolier die Prime Minister 

who had been unwell for sonic weeks, left 
for Paris to receive medical treatment. It 
was widely believed that in fact his object 
was? to be out of Tehran during the elections 
n i l -cap'- responsibility fur them He 
returned on Hist October, Astoiher 
Minister, Jabil tmaini. who was charged 
with the general surveillance of Azerbaijan 
affairs foil owed M (ianjehi, Minister of 
Ps'-is and Telegraphs and Dr. Tahiri, 
Minister without Portfolio, out of the 
Cabinet in order lu stand fur the Majlis. 
Ilis Majesty s Charge d'Affaire,- was 
informed early in the mouth by the Minister 
of futiri tlsat Qavam-us-Sultaiicl] had 
secured the Shah s pernii^sioti to return, 
but there was no sign of hira by Slst 
October, 

Hi The Minister of Lnbinir s attempt, 
reported in paragraph II of m 3 des¬ 
patch under reference, to give a monopoly 
of workcrti* representation on the Nigh 
La I h mr 1 ounci I to the puppet union JSK1 
was ike subject "f representations by the 
A ugh 1 -Iranian Oil Company’s Industrial 
R ei fit icnis Officer, mid of advice by Mis 
Mnjc-tys Enibassy. The Mniinler of 
J.Tib IIIr said lie intended bo make ISkl 
surrender one of their three wah to ei 
representative of the independent unions, 
but nothing had transpired by ( 3 te end of 
the month. M. Habib X;ifisi ren-amciI Ids 
work at the Ministry of labour, but the 
ivimud seemetl likely 141 be reopened us a 
result of the action of Dr. B&khti&r. former 
Ministry of Labour Representative in 
Khuzistan who, after bis dismissal by the 
Minister, went down to Abadan to stand 
for the Majlis, 10,(H)0 workers went 
strike in protest at what they held to lie 
Government intervention against him. Hut 
although be was not elected (he strike sub¬ 
sided after a day, 

II. Tli 6 Seven - Y ear 3 Ian Organised ion 
completed its task of regrouping the enter 
prises formerly under the Industrial and 
Mining Hank, though the radical changes 
ncede 1 i in 1 1 ic pers>mnel uf 1 hese ci 111 *rpri 
have not yet been made. Eight of ihe 
twelve Resident Cousultanis, provided for 
in Overseas Consultants Incorporated 'a 
contract with ihe Organisation, arrived in 
Tehran in the last week of October, The 
Swias geophysicist. Professor Karl I h im, 
arrived in Tehran to advise ihe Persian 
Oil Company, whose? foundation was de¬ 
scribed in paragraph 15 of mv despa tel 1 
N‘" 824 ni 18th .September, on their surve y 
of North Persia. It is belie red that a-, a 
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i '.ill]l they will limit themselves to a geo- 
phjh .'i■ \\' 1 review «d L h ■ area and postpone 
exph-r it otj 111 ifi • InUing. 1 sir seven-Yeai 
Plan ui i i tip if- list t*f project* a diversion 
turned i onnceled with the [impeded Kuiftj 
« 3 'fin. It also began, in co-operation with 
1 hi" MiniMi v of War. a scheme for tile 
training nf i rjnsrript Goldie ns in mechanised 
agrjc tillwre. Progress with the Tehran 
w.l'. i supply wat* fa ill tilted to bringing 
all the Mllitrs connected wish it under a 
single head, and by a further loan by the 
ihtuk Milli. The Imperial Organisation 
for Sorias Services mv to engage thirty to 
forty American and Herman doctors to run 
their ijisppnsftrif# in ito provinces. 

1 ‘ 2 . f'ndeh activity continue*. partial- 
lo-ly in tic' production and distribution 
of pmpagnrnt i I n Tehran the Party news- 
|i i]v*t\ .1 ftirftum , is now appearing regularly 
4 i. i» weekly clandestine sheet, nrni leu Act? 
4 . .1 .-iM-Snjv have also been appearing else¬ 
where. ni :ahly in Khorramshahr, Hander 
F^hlavi .in I lsfalum The general line 
ha; !?Ea-n to attick the (iuve'irtiiiwRt and the 
Western inimrinlists, uni in encourage a 
I .vlu if the eta Hons : for instancy tn 
KhorramshAhr Tudeh propaganda attacked 
the Government candidate and Or. 
Hakhliar. the workeis 1 candidate. with 
c piii! violence and atai the Trades L niOJh 
of Muhajmaadi, proclaiming that Lhe 
T ud eh n nil it i remained the only genuine one 
in Persia and. a surprising concession to 
tail! democrfli y. that this latter union hail 
the support ■ the Intern Fit iotial labour 
Organtaition Kxjled Tudeh leaders con 
titme to return to Abadan from Tehran 
Fi*oiit Kurdistan it wa-reported that lUku 
f&dio regulnHv commented on the smallest 
hue! events three days after they had 
hapj*ntil. whieh seems to pr estfppoae a 
clandestine wireless transmitter 

1 A Owing b>arrivals of whs?at (rom Irnq 
mid the Soviet Union, supplies were in 
general increasing towards Lhe end of the 
month, though Iraqi arrivals were delayed 
by the refusal of the I ratal authorities to 
allow the entry of the military lorries sent 
to i-oIWl the wheat from Erbil Several 
cargoes of North American wheat arrived 
at southern Persian ports and these, to¬ 
gether with the considerable imports of 
sugar, seriously Aggravated the ■-magesLion 
m the ports and on the railways. The new 
Minister of Roads and OutnriHtn teat ion^ 
General Yaiidmt Ektimh. displayed energy 
in dealing with the siuiaiion and succeeded 
u' increasing the i rattle movement by rail, 
especially irs the case of sugar and oil, but 


(I, improrvRU'tit was short-lived as the 
rail wavs cj mid not stand up to the heavier 
pressure. 

The Provinces 

14 In spite of the slight increase in 
whe.it supplies, the economic condition of 
the provinces in a tinned to give rifle to 
anxiety Visitors to the Russian frontier 
reported that ihere was no food m Persian 
V i a rm and that there was a danger of ma-s 
emigration to the I nion of -Soviet Socialist 
Republics hv hungry peasants encouraged 
I a Russian propaganda, am I numerous 
refugees from Azerbaijan have arrived in 
Gihui. The bat He for power between the 
1 v censor-Genera I and the Commander-ia- 
( hief turne 11 in favour of the latter, whom 
the shah made responsible for wheat 
, oP^L'tioTJ and for the general supervision 
< i* ■ : vsties undei the Seven-Year Plan in 
Azerbaijan, The l ioveraoreGeiieraUfi trec- 
11 .r- h ivr however arrived in the Mug]}an 
stcppA and he has gained approval for a 
plan to buy up livestock there and send it 
to KhuzistAri if or the winter. 

15 . Industrial tivnibtfl« continued in Isfa¬ 
han The big; mill at Phahma remained 
dosed, and though five of the other mills 
agreed, under pressure from the ISKi 
trade union, to increase minimum wages 
from thirty-four v forty rial* a day they 
did not begin to pay wages at the new rates. 
Condition- among the workers on lhe Kuh- 
r,i:ug tunnel were nta> bad. though it is 
not clear whether the Irrigation Corpora¬ 
tion or the Norwegian contractors are to 
blame The Shall instructed the Bank 
Mill) to lend the Turbine Company (see 
paragraph twenty »if my despatch under 
reference) 40 mlIIion rials, against a 
guarantee by the Seven-Year Plan Organ¬ 
isation. If this money is forthcoming, and 
the necessary foreign exchange obtained, 
the first boiler can lie erected by March 

im 

id I a in sending topics of this despatch 
Id Ilis Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washing¬ 
ton. Moscow and Bagdad; to Air Head¬ 
quarters Iraq through Hitt Majesty s 
Embassy aL Bagdad; to the Commander-iti- 
Ohtaf East indies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; to the Political 
Resident in the Persian (iulf; to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, and to all His Majesty’s 
Consular Officers in Persia. 

I have, 

J II. Le rougetel. 
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Sir J, Houaetei to Rr, Bevin \ ld//i D*c* mb r l 


(No, 4^4) Tehran, 

StJ\ 7th Iheember, 1949, 

With reference to my despatch No. HDI 
of loth November, I have the honour to 
submit the following report on events in 
Persia during November 1949. The L'dmh 
left for the United States of America, on 
Pie invitation of President Truman and 
with the object of obtaining economic and 
m i lit ary hel p f or li i s «mn t ry. For reason s 
which are not yet entirely clear, the Persian 
Government, decided to expel certain Iraqi 
suljjects. The internal situation eon tinned 
to deteriorate and it became clear that the 
Majlis elections hud been a Kanplete failure, 
and the shah was unable to open Parlia¬ 
ment before his departure The Minister 
of Court wri* assassinated by a religl ^iH 
faun tic. All the resident consultants to 
be provided by Overseas Consultants Incor¬ 
porated under Their new contract with the 
•Seven - Yen r PI an Organ i sa t \* >n ha d a rri ved 
in Teh hi u by the end of the month 

Foreign Affairs 

± The Shallks journey to th** United 
States, of which an account is given in 
puragraph IB below, concentrateJ much 
attention on Americau-Persian relations. 
His Majesty, who takes a particular 
interest in military afTairs r met a number 
of high ranking United States Officer« and 
visited military establi^hmeuta. He 
emphasised that Persia needed military 
equipment to enable her U* defend herself 
against possible aggression and play her 
part in the collet live security nf the Middle 
East. He cfjn side nut. however, that u 
Middle East Pact similar to the Atlantic 
Pact would im premature, and he failed to 
respond to the anti-Russian note struck by 
Mr 1’rumau at the first of the official 
dinners Subsequently, in a speech delivered 
to the General Aiwemblv at L,akc Success, 
Hist Majesty was at pains to emphasise 
Persia'* ih^sire for ptitnv He also told 
correspondents that Persian relations with 
the Soviet. Union had ini proved recently 
and that he did not consider there was a 
serious danger of Soviet aggression against 
Persia, who wished for good relations with 
all her neighbours. Persia, he said, was 
iii great need of economic help and tic 

4033 ® * * 


recalled the explicit promises id assistance 
made in P>4d. and also invited the invcsl- 
dleftt of private United States capital iu 
Persia. The Minister of Foreign Affairs* 
had previously confirmed to me Lhat the 
attraction of United States capital to 
Persia was a prime object of His Majesty - 
visit which, however, has been explained 
officially a* an attempt to interpret Persia 
Id the United States : with this end in view* 
nu doubt, IIis Majesty made frequent refer¬ 
ences to Persia’s past glories. On 20th 
November the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
annoumvd rhai a (".mnnenHal Treaty was 
under dissuasion with the United States 
(Tovermnent. This treaty, 1 understand, 
is identical with the establishment treaty 
which has been under uonaideration for 
sc me years. A party of Senators visited 
Tehran to investigate, in die spice of two 
days lie- use being uuuit of the United 
States* missions to [lie Persian army and 
geniInrmeric, and of the United States 
military equipment recently supplied to 
1 ’erria on credit, 

3. By lhe end of the month Russian 
wheat to a tola! little short of 4d,OOtl tons 
had arrived at Tabriz and Bander PahUvi, 
At Luke Success M Vishinsky renewed the 
■Soviet accusation of March MMs that the 
['nited States of America, was maintaining 
military Imsefl in Persia Written and oral 
protests wen? made to the Soviet Embassy 
here in which the truth of these allegation? 
was denied. The Government, news agency 
also denied Soviet press reports that the 
Bhah was negotiating a secret pact with 
the 1 nited States nf America and that 
American oil cctnpanii^ were prospecting 
in Bainrhi h tats There was a minor fron¬ 
tier tin ident ai A stare and another norlh- 
weni id ArdabiL The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs referred again at a press confereiue 
to the Persian gold in Moaoaw, mentioned 
in paragraph 2 of my despatch under 
reference : (this gold, in fact, represents 
Elie equivalent of r ials supplied to the-Soviet 
forces during the wur) and Persia s other 
financial claims arising out of the omipa¬ 
ne n If paid in gold or dollars these suui^ 
would, of tvmrse. materially assist the 
Per.-ian Government in meeting their for¬ 
eign exchange requirement,s, 
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4 The Persian Government showed 
themselves sensitive to British press coni¬ 
ine nt on the increase of sterling payments 
in Persia and on press reports of a deteri¬ 
oration in Anglo-Persian relations As 
foreshadowed in paragraph 5 of my des¬ 
patch under reference* mi agreement allow¬ 
ing tbr British Bank of Iran and the 
Middle East £fi million of Government 
exchange besides their own purchases from 
exporter* wu- cORt-ludiMl on I3th November 
with 1 .1 c j M in i st ry t>f F i 11 &ace. This agree - 
mem was unpalatable to the Governor of 
the Bank Mdli, M. Ibtihaj, who from 
Switzerland instructed hes officials not to 
sign it On his return he at nin e tried to 
replace it with one more to his taste, ami 
over his own signature. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Sa id paid a short visit to London where 
he raised once more the question of the 
alleged incidence of United Kingdom taxa 
t if hi on the payments of the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company, This embassy, and His 
Majesty's Consulates have ton turned to 
produce and distribute news bulletins with¬ 
out interference, in sidle uf the decree 
mentioned in paragraph 3 of m> ties- 
patch under reference* Nor has the British 
Council encountered any difficult! in con¬ 
tinuing its activities as before, in spite of 
the other decree curtailing the scope of 
foreign cultural institutions By an agrees 
merit recently concluded, the British Broad¬ 
casting Corporal Eon und Radio Tehran ary 
ex*. *h angi e ig progranunes, 

o Relations with Irziq have attracted; 
s"nu* attention Hie Persian Government 
were disappointed by the Iraqi Govern¬ 
ment's delay in dealing with the finnl 
delimitation of the frontier and the con¬ 
clusion; of the proposed i-onservaney con- 
vent ion for ihc KhiUt-al-Ariih; tlwy them* 
selves took action which seemed provocative 
when they introduced on 21st November 
financial regulations likely to reduce the 
flow of pilgrims to the Holy Places. 
Matters came to a head at the end of the 
month when an announcement was made 
by the Director-General of Propaganda 
that all S raqi residents in Persia would he 
obliged to leave within fifteen days, in 
reprisal for alleged hut undefined mal¬ 
treatment of Persian pilgrims m Iraq As 
the great majority of Iraqis in Persia are 
of Jewish face the Persian Government 
had difficulty iti convincing the press that 
this measure was not anti Kemilh In the 
event the |volice undertook to extend the 
time limit at their discretion. 

fl The Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
the Jordan Minister signed, on Ifith Nov- 


e in tier, a Treaty of Friendship, as had been 
agreed during King Abdullah's visit 
recorded in paragraph 2 of my despatch 
No 29b of 8th August. On 1st November 
it was it amounted ilmt Civil Aviation 
Agreements had been signed with the 
Nellie Halids and Swedish representatives. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs talked 
of impending Commercial Treaties with 
India and Afghanistan, and of she Persian 
Government's readiness to sign one with 
Pakistan. A delegation headed by a mem 
her of the Seven-Year Plan Organisation 
left for Karachi to attend the Pan-Islamic 
Economic Conference, During the month 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs announced 
that his budget would not allow him a 
represents tve at the Vatican, hut expressed 
sympathy with the Pope's support of the 
cause of peme. 

Internal Situation 

7 The feebleness of the Government and 
the growing dissatisfaction with lh-.* 
present regime were tragically illustrated 
la i he mi se nan a gemeut of tl ic e I eci ions and 
the murder of the Minister of Court, M, 
Flastldj*, on 4th November. It soon became 
Gear 1 hat (here was no chance of the Sbuh 
opening Parliament, asid even less of tile 
installation of u more effective Government 
before His Majesty left for America, hi 
many constituencies the elections dragged 
on. tk) doubt bccattae the Governors-Getieral 
lonccrned saw no chance of returning the 
Government candidates by fair or plausible 
means. In Tabriz the elections were at 
last ended, and the successful candidates 
notified to the Government, when the Super¬ 
vising Committee had second thoughts, 
which tile Minister of the Interior, however, 
re f l ise< I to at ■«, v p t Elm t he d c, • i si ve f ai hi re 
was jli Tehran where, as recorded in para 
graph 7 of my despatch under ref ere me 
a group of opposition candidates was in 
the lead at the beginning of the month. 
Subsequently more acceptable candidates 
unaccountably sprang into the lend, headed 
by the President of the Supervising Com¬ 
mittee himself. At this moment the Super¬ 
vising Committee suspended the elections, 
hurtled all the voting papers and itself 
resigned. 

K Towards the close of the Muharnun 
ceremonies, mi Friday 4th November, M, 
Hazhir, the Minister of Court, wits shot 
it nd severely wounded while attending a 
service in Tehran 1 s largest mosque. He 
died next day. The mu rderer was a certain 
Imami who, with his brother and others 
m 1945 had murdered an anti-clerical 
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puhi id j5 C. I mam i, under cross-ex and nation, 
steadfastly maintained his sole reaponai- 
3dltty. staling, according to some reports 
that he considered Hjuhtr bad for Persia 
And deserving death because lie had allowed 
soldiers tu lire, in June 1948, on a crowd 
headed by Sayyid Abul Qasjm Kaahani 
with a tjur’an. Those who a Treated linanii 
were inter attacked by gangs of roughs, 
pamphlets were distributed threatening 
reprisals against anyone injuring the 
prisoner and signed by a group calling 
itself ? he " Fi da 'is of Islam " (a title which 
recalls the assassins and the fighters for the 
Persian constitution) and it seems not 
unlikely that the murderer, and possibly 
some accomplices s& well, were strongly 
under Kasha m s in flue a ire. if not directly 
instigated by him, Kasha id himself ip still 
in exile in t3ie Lebanon. Martial law was 
ac once declared;, and a number of arrests* 
including three of the opposition group 
mentioned in paragraph K above, we re 
made, but most were later released. There 
has been no serious suggestion of Tudeh, 
complicity and Tudeh propaganda haa 
interpreted the nssassi nation os an effect of 
Anglo-.American rivalry. On the morning 
of the shah's departure it was announced 
that Ehruhirn Hakiini, a former Prime 
Minister and a member of the Regency 
CminciL 1 1 ad beeo np| jointed to succeed M. 
Hazhir, The luckless Chief of Police, 
Brigadier Saffarl, whose spells of office have 
coincided with two plhei sensational acts 
of political violence, was furred to resign. 
On !Jth November tmanii, who refused to 
ap|X(i] against the verdict of the Military 
Court, was hanged, 

9 Before the Shah left for America two 
Ministers without Portfolio were appointed 
— MM Naklmd, a former M iid@ler of Com- 
turree and \gricidmre, and Tihr&ni. for 
one month Minister without Portfolio in 
Qavam'H last Cabinet. The Minister of 
Agriculture resigned, ostensibly on grounds 
of health, but his place was not filled. The 
Director-General of Propaganda. M Shah 
mkh, whose appointment was mentioned in 
paragraph 12 uf iny despatch No. Sftfl, 
was forced to take leave of absence, due 
to a difference with the Minister for 
Foreign Affaire over the expulsion of Iraqi 
subjects mentioned above. 

10, On 7th November Qavam-us-Saltuneh 
returned to Tehran* He is not in good 
health and is reported to be taking no active 
part in politics, 

11, In nd dressing the Persian colony in 
Washington, the Khali stated that the Royal 


estates confiscated by his father and 
recently handed to Princess Ashraf's 
Organisation for Social Services should be 
sold on easy terms to the plants, and other 
( rown htnds distributed free, He also said 
that large private estates should lie bought 
l>y the Government and add to the peasants. 

12. The Seven Year Plan Organisation 
engaged a British expert to advise on 
forestry and soil conservation, and was 
authorised by the Council of Ministers to 
engage two more* At the beginning of the 
month Dr. Nafisi. Executive Director of 
the Organisation, returned from a visit so 
South-East Persia and at a press conference 
emphasised the potential importance of 
Rand nr Abkre as a port, if its harbour 
facilities and communicat inns were 
improved, and the potentialities of its 
fisheries, He later went touring in the 
province of Kars. It was announced that 
« special ™raission for the revival of 
Southern Persian ports would K formed 
in the Ministry of Roads. A number of 
German and Austrian doctors and nurses 
engaged by the Imperial Organisation for 
Social Services in run ihrir pi-ovsncia! 
establishments arrived in Persia. A step 
towards decentralisation of administralion 
TVftK liiket] by the bringing into furee (d a 
measure enacted by the last Majlis provi¬ 
ding for the election of IfKiil couneib in the 
provinces; these Louncils will have a voice 
in the appointment of mayors, who arc nl 
present appointed directly by the Ministry 
of the Interior and are seldom local people* 

13, On 2Mh Novtmlver it was announced 
that the tjovernmcTii had luought 27 h*<hii' 
tonx of foreign wheat this year, of which 
over HH.MHH* toii^ had a I ready arrived. Jo mi 
the Putted Ktatos, the Soviet Union. Iraq 
and Pakistan. Grain collections in the 
Kermanshah province, one of the producing 
aims, have been below half those made in 
a nomiai year, and in Meshed, the centre 
of another great producing area, the Gov 
ornor-Gen&ral has had to ask Tehran for 
w hca t. 1 jf>, I M M) tons of sugar I ta ve t low t jeers 
bought from abroad* but there has mj far 
been no general increase in distributed 
supplies or fall in price. After uii initial 
spurt following the appointment uf General 
V a h in.ii Pa naii as M i n i sier t»f (. ’oni muu ica¬ 
tions* the railways’ performance has fallen 
again and distributed stocks uf petroleum 
pfoducU have decreased and are expected 
to Ih l nt dangemus low levels in the New 
Year. 
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14. The clnmLattne production and 
dhtriHutinu til Tudi'h matmul is tbereav¬ 
ing \fartium iimw appears regularly once 
a wiH’k a> a well printed single sheet, and 

n nominal price of more than twice the 
o ust of ut In r m >a pc r>. Copies of i t have 
reached tin? factories at Lfaa&tt, where the 
Party has begun to form cells again, md 
ha' secured the release of several people 
previously arrested and the continued 
liberty of others, il is suspected by bribing 
the former Militaiy Governor In ISilan 
several settlor uthi ials are reported to be 
under Tiideh influence, and in Khurasan 
iTvptf^Tudeh tandidales have presented 
tiemselve- for election; officially the .Party 
has tw>v< ■ (tied the elections. 

15. On 22nd November it was an non need 
thiit M H i bib Naftsi. Pn-fer-SecreUry at 
the Ministry of Labour, whose differences 
with the Minister were described in para¬ 
graph eleven of my despatch No. 3fl0 of 10th 
October. had taken si\ weeks’ leave. As ft 
result of bis injudicious com muni cat ions 
to the press. M. NaJiai was later dismissed 
b> i he Minister. Fhe]iigh Labour Council, 
the elections for which were also described 
in paragraph II of niv despatch No. 
tJHO. met at the close of the month but had 
not by 30th Ntwendier got beyond inaugural 
speeches in praise of the Shah and a debate 
on its own proredura! rules. A seat on the 
Council hail eventually, been offered to the 


Anglo-Irani an Oil Company workufs who, 
however, rejected it. 

The Royal Family 

Hi. I ’.vo days before the Shah left Tehran 
on 15th November on lioard Mr. Truman's 
personal plane, the Composition of the 
Council of Regency was announced it 
includes Prince* Ali ltiza, Lhulaai Riz& 
and Ahdur Riift, the Prime Minister, Mr 
91 a kind, Mr. Snyyid Muhammad Ssdiq 
TabataWi, and the Shah’s principal 
private secretary, 

17 Princess Aahraf left unexpectedly 
tor Europe on 27th November It wa* 
expected that the Queen Mother would also 
be leaving for Europe shortly, and that both 
she and the Princess would remain abroad 
for several month?. 

1- lam sending copies of this despatch 
in Hi* Majesty’s Ambassadors at Washing- 
inn, Moscow and Bagdad [ to Air Head¬ 
quarters. Iraq, through His Majesty's 
Embassy ut Bagdad; to the Cotmnander-in- 
t I lief Rust 1 tidies, and the Senior Naval 
Officer in the Persian Gulf; to the Political 
Resident in i he Persian Gulf; to the Unitt-jl 
Kingdom High Commissioners at New 
Delhi and Karachi; to the British Middle 
East Office, Cairo, and to all His Majesty’s 
Consular Officers in Persia. 

I have, dsc. 

J. H. Be ROUGETEL. 
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APPENDIX 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


E 11014 1012/3$ No. 48 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN PERSIA 

Mr. Im nr ford to Mr. At the. {R&ceitcd W/i September) 


(No. 319. Confidential) Teh mu. 

Sir, September, 1949. 

With reference to Mr. CressweU’s des¬ 
patch Sty 232 of SSth June, 1948, I have 
the honour to transmit to you herewith a 
Hat of personalities in Persia revised up 
to 1st June, 1949 

1 have, Are. 

V G. LAWFOHD. 


Kiidosure 

Leading Personal!lies in Persia. 1946 

lND£X 

L Adtiatu, Dr. Abbas (Alam-til-Mulk) 
Adib-us-Saitaneb lace Sann’i, Husain i. 

2. Adi. Ahmad HU-slin, 

3. Adi Mustafa (Maium-tis-SjiItaneh) 

4. Afshar, Ktz,c 

5. \b. Husain. C.M.C.1 Mifin-ul-Viurchi, 

6. Alani, Asadullah 

Alnm-ul-Mulk i we AdJaam, Dr. Abbas L 

7. Alan. Dr. Hajari. 

3, An mi. Dr. Ali 

Q. Amir Abroad!, Ahmad. General (Sipalibudt 
It), Amir A]a’j„ Sharm-iid-Dm. 

Amir A'lira (see Azudi, Vaduihh). 

Aiair Humayun (see Bubhihri*Dili£las.ti} 

11 . AmUi. Javad. 

.Aniir-cArfa' kcc Pakravan IGchutlahi. 

Amir-]-Jang (sec Asad, Muhammad Tuqi) 
Amir hfpkluu* (sisc Outodian, Abbas). 

Amir Muvassaq (sev Nathjivan, Muhammad). 
Aiinr Nizam (see Qansuiztii Husain Quit). 

12. Amir-Taiinur KMibi, Muhumrii&i Ibrahim. 
Armr-ul-Mulfc (see Marabou. Dr. rsma'ih. 

13 Ansari. Abdul Husain Mis'urf 

14. Ansari, Ghulam All, Brigadier (Sardpl 

Aqivti, FonijutUh, Ninjor’Gcnera.1 (Sariashgar) 

ixje PJ48 Personalities Ne, -121. 

Ara L i, Aiadmllah Shams-ul-Mulk (see Shams- 

ul-Mulk Aral. Asjdutlatiii 

15. Aramish. Ahmad 

16. Ac.cLich. N.utir. 

t7 ArdaUm, Dr Ali QuJi 

IS. Ardalan. AinanuLlih iHjjl Izz^ulMamahlkJ. 

19, Ardalan, Nasir Quli, 

20, Arfa', Hasan. Ma]i>r*Cetier^1 (SarLshgar'. 
Asad, Manuchlhr ($eo Hikhtiari, Manuehthr 

Asad). 

21 As Ad, Muhammad Taqi ( Amir-i-Jan r '' 

22, Asadi, Salman- 

23. Ashnifi. Ghtibnt llu.vjin 

24. A ’m m-/.jnjaneh, Ur. Abdu L 1 1 am id 

25, Azudi. Yaiiutlah (Amir ,-Vzim). 

2 f y BaJir. Mahmud. 

27, Bahar, Muhammad laqi (Malik'Ustt-Shuara3i. 
Baha uPMutk (see Oarag.ur]u, All Ri?a>. 
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2^, Bahrarm, Farajullah (Djsnir-E-A' '.am' 

29. Bahrami, FazlulLah 

30. Bakbharri;, Abu I Oasim Klian 
3L Bath (in r(0. Aqa Khan. 

32. Bakhharii), Jihai^hab Sanisam, 

33. Bakhiiarti). Munuehilit As'ad. 

34. Bakhtiarhi. Muriiza Ouli Sa-tnuun, 

35. Bakhhjr(i), Dj. Shahpur. 

Busird-Divsq |*cc Zahidi, FadulUh}, 

36. Basandnr. Ghulam Eluiaiin, Cajitain. 

37. Bay at, Mtirtka (Jnli {Salum-us-Suitanl. 

3 S. Bih ba hnni, Minu Sa i j id Mu Eianmiad, 

34. Busbihri-Dihdahi], Al^ Javad (Amir Hum^- 
yunj. 

Dabi r-i-A 'jmi m (see Bahrams, FarajttHahl 
Dabir-uFMulk imc Kazimi, Mustifa)- 
Danishian. Ghulam Viahy i i-ec 3 L (JH Person 
a lines. No. 321. 

40. Dashli Ali, 

4|, Divanbagi. Aqa Riw Ali. 

42. Fa him I, Khalil iFalumiil-MijUl 

43. Far hud i h Dr. Husain, 

parmae Farmayari (see Firuz, Muhammad 
XaY\ Mir/ii). 

44. Farrukh. Mihdi (NluiMbn-us-Saftahehl 
Farzanch. Hasan (see 1448 PerwnaiiUw, 

No- 371. 

45. Fatih, Mahmud. 

46. Fatih, Mustafa 

Faiimi. All Naqi Mis boh (see MisbalcFatimi, 
Ali Naqr) 

47. I'aTimi, Mitidi (Irnsd-iis-Saleaneb) 

48. Fan mi, Saifpur- 
4^, Fidakar. Taqi 

50- Firuz. Muhammad Husain, Major-General 
(Strtah-ar}, 

51 Firujf, Mufiammad \ ali Mirza iFarmanfar- 
maym>, 

52. Firu 2 , Mu/aifar. 

53. Fumbar, Abbas, 

54. Funiliar. Abut Q&sim 

55. Fumbar, Ghulam Husain 

56. Ghafori Amir Sabant-od-Din iZuka-ud- 

Daulchl. 

57 Ghalfari. Hdvin A3i (Mu'avm-ud-Daulchl. 

58. Ghani, Oasim. 

59. Gulshay.m, Abbas Oulr. 

Ni H.itinn, Ibrahim IH.:ikiiu-ul-Mu1k? 

61. Hazhlr. Abdul Husain. 

62. Htdayai, Abdullah, Major-Gmcr.il (Sarlash- 

gar). 

65. Hidayat, S//andlab 

64. Midas al. K bust an Bahman. 

65. ilikrtial, Ali Ashjt.c 

66. Hikmai, Ri/* (Sardir Fakhirl 

67. Hidimati, Abbas, 

Hisnni.it-u.3-Dau I eh (see Vila (a bar. AbnF 

Fa (hi. 

68. Humayunjah, Muhammad Ali. 

69. Huvanisian, Ardashhl. 

70. Ibiihftj. Abut Hasan, 

71 Ihtihaj. Ghulam Husaiia, 

Tmad-us^-Salumeb (sec Faiimi, Mihdi). 

72 . tmaoii. Dr Hasan. 

73. lmami. Jamal-ud-Dm, 

a 
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74. 1 mm nn, Nizam-ud-Dm. 

75. Inlizam. AbdulHh. 

76. Intiram, Na*ruHiih. 

77. Iqhftl. Ali 

78 lijbd, Dr Manuchihr. 

7 I >. fsfondun, A^dwllah Vamm (YimiU’Ul' 
Mkmallk). 

$0. 1 s/iiiHiiiii i i. Fathullah Niiri, 

81. Lfaudiari. Mu ha Nun i\luvat1ai|;-us-5a Ranch l. 

82. hkindan. Abbas. 

83. Iskandun.. Iraj, 

S4, IssiydT, Ramon 

85. ITibar, Dr Abdul Husain 

86 , Hi madi„ Nasir Quli (Nasir-ud-Daulcii), 
I^-Lil-M.imalik f*ec Ardalan, Amanullah), 

87- J.ih;inkmi, Am.L'iiuJ. l!i, General I Si pall bud l. 

88 . Jahanhuni. Muhammad Husain, Brigadier 

iSartip) 

89. Jam. \!alumni (MuJir-uI-Mulk). 

90. Jazayiri, Dr, Shain.s-ud-.Din. 

9L. Kafa*i Hasan. 

Kama! Hidii>;d. Husain All isee T948 Per- 
sonalitics. No. 76). 

92. Kambathsh. Abdus-Samad, 

95. Kastiiini (or Kashi). Sayyid Abu] Qisirn. 

94. K j rimi. Boq ir (M naz?i b-ud-Dau teh i 

l >5. Ka/imi. Mustafa (Dabk-ul-Mulk), 

96. K hafch -Nun, GhuLun Ali (Nlzam-us-huHanl. 

97. Khajeh-Nuri, Ibrahim. 

9£, Khuwauvini, Ahmad, Major-General (Sur- 
lashgar). 

99, Kishavarz* Dr, I artdun 

100. Kupnil, S.idtg, M hot-G eneral fSarlushgar), 

101. Kurus. Isa fit : SriiLt>, 

102. Lankanmi. Shaikh Husain 

Mulik. Df £hU,i 1 Lugnant-ul-Mulki (sec 1048 
Personalities No. 87). 

Malik-ush-Shuara i-ec Bah-ar, Muhammad 
Taqil, 

I0J. Mansur [Rajah), Ali, C B,E, < Mnmur-iff-M ulk 1, 
V1.m-.wi us,-Sa|[art-L-h (s^L- Vdl. Mus(iif;t) H 
Mamghch. VlulmOlrtiid .Sn’id (s« Si'id, 
MuliammaJ ). 

104. Margban. Df Isma'd l Amin-ul-Mulls ). 

105. Mu*ad. Akbar (Sarim-ud-Dauleh?. 

106. Mas'udi. Abbas. 

107. Malin-Daftari, Dr, Ahmad , 

108. Misbrih-Falimi. V)i Na^i. 

109. Mj>b.ilijfadcb. Dr Mustafa. 

MiTavin-ud-Duuleh 1 sec Ghalfari. Hasan Ali), 

110. Mu'arid. Ma.dud. 

MiTaziib-ud-Din (mi* Kazirm, lla^ir). 
Mti'ayziz,ud.p;iu|th {see Mahaci Tiqil. 

Mtidahbir-Nuri. K.isuit (Modabbir - us - 

Sallarteh) imk 1948, Personalities, No. 95). 
Mudir-ul-Mulk (sec .Mm. Mahmud). 
Mu'in-ul-Virareh (vse Alt. Husain), 

111. Muqjddam. Hasan, Maior-Generai rSarla^h- 

g»r). 

112. Muqbil. Ahmad. 

113. Musaddiq, Dr Muhimmad rMtiudditt-us- 

Saltanehf. 

114. Musavizadeh, All Akbar 

M usiinrubuJ-D.iukh (see Nairn, Hasan). 

315, Mushavzr, Dr. Fazlullah. 

Mushuidtar-Dd'Daukh (see Sadiq, Sadist). 
I|6 MiTtamidi. Ali. 

Vfii'usim-iLs-S.diaiieh (see Famikh., Mjfidii, 

Mufivs.nq-m-Sjli.indj kee isfindiafL Musa 
Nuri). 

Muvarrikh-ijJ-Djuleh [see Sipthr. Ahmad Afi), 
117, Nahavi, Taqj fMuazziz-ud-EHutehl. 

MS, Ntflsi. Habib. 

119 Natisi. Hasan fMusharraf-ud-Djiukh). 

120. Nifisi. Sa id 

121. Najm, Abu I Oosim 

122. Nakhu’i, Muhamm.id, 


125. NakhjivaiL Ahmad, Major-General (Sailasl)- 
gar], 

3 24. Naklijiviin, Muhammad (Amir Muvassaq), 
General (Sipahbud). 

125. N«sr, Sayyid Ali. 

126. Na sr. 'fasti 

Nit^r-u-.L-'DiSLalch i >ec Hirnadi, N.rsir Ouli). 
Nnsr-uL-Mulk <sce Kaniiil Hidd^Bt, Hiisan Alii. 

127. Navab. SaiftiMah. 

128 . Nikpay. Fzaz iAzEZullahi. 

Nizam-Oar j^luzIu (see under OurauLizlul. 

Nizam-us-Sultan (see khaieh-Nun Ghulam 
Afi) 

129. Nuirzad. Ghulum Riza, 

130. Palil.n.- Muhammad Rizu Sluth, 

131. PaWiivj. Rtiyni Family, 

132. Pakravan. ! arhullali (Arnir-i Arfe'J 

133. Ptrniizar, Ha.si&n. 

134. Purval 1 , A bu I Oas-im. 

135. Gadimi, Dr. Husain, 

Qajar, Abul-Fath (Sabr-ud-Dauleh). (see L948 
Pcr^onaliitcs. No. 1 1 7i 

136. OmaguKlu, Mi Ri^a iBaha-ui-Mulk'i. 

137. Qiiiuguzlij. Huoain AH. 

I 3 S. Ni?a[[i O-LiJgu/lu, Husain Qu]f fAmirNiarn). 

139, Ouihqa’i, Khusrrau. 

140. Gvishqn'i, Malik Mansur, 

141- Q&shqa'L, Muhammad Husain. 

142. Oa>hqiri, Muhammad Nusir. 

343„ O^Vaiti, Ahmad lOav.im-us-Sallandi). 

144, Oavam. Ibtahim (Oavam-ul-Mulk). 

145- Outadian, Abbas (Amir Maksusk 
146. OuJs fNakha'il. HuSBin, 

147., Radm.iiush, Dr Riza. 

MS., Rahnama, Zain-uFAbidin. 

149. Ra is, MuhiHn, 

150. Rftimam, Haji AH, General (Sipahbud). 

151. Rmu, Ri/J. 

152. Sadiq. Dr. ha (Sldiqd-A'IaTn), 

153. Sadiq. Sadiq iMLUittihar-ucl^Dauleh). 

S«diqi* Abul !>ee 1948 PcrsOcaliUcs. 

No. 134). 

154. Sadr. Say v id Mutism (Sadr-til-Ashraf). 

Sj ham-us-Sulla ri {see Bayal. Murhza Quhi 

155. Sd’id (Marapheh). Muhammad (Sa’id-ul- 

V'izareh). 

156. Sajjodi, Dr Muhammad 
Sahr-nd-DjLtleh (see Qajkr Abut Fftth.sce 1948 

Person:!tirse-. No, 1171. 

157. Salih. Allahyar 

158. Salih, Dr. Jahan^hah 

159. Saini’i Elus'un lAdib-us-SaKanth) 

Sauismii (see under Bakhtmrit. 

Sunj.ibl, Ruritn (see 1948 Per s^>na lilies. 

No, 141) 

Sanl.jr Fakhir fiikmiit Riza). 
Sjrirri-ud-D.itileh (see Mas'inl Akbar). 
lift), S'iy. .ih, Hamid. 

161. Sam. .Lb, K i/im. 

162. Shab’i. Ixma tl, Major-General (Sarlathgar). 
Shull :ib-s 1(1- Da tileh ivtx Sh.tms ul-Mulk Ara'i). 

163 ShahhukhLi, Muhammad General iSipahhud). 

164 Sham- ul-Mulk Ara'i, Asad ul I ah. K.C V O, 

(S3ul ha h-ud-Da uleh). 

165 Sharukli. Rah ram. 

Shayigan, Dr, Sayvid AH (see 1948 Per- 
-tmalities. No. 147), 

Shirvani. Abu T.ilib rBanaii'Us-Suliiin! r&re 

Person*lilies No. 148), 

166. Siusi. Dr. AH Akkir. 

167, Sipahbudi. Amahirvan, 

168. Sipihr, Ahmad Ali (MLivarrikh-ud-Dauleh). 

169, Vuhaili.Ah 

170. Sururi. Muluimmad. 

171, Tabs. l>r Abdul Husain. 

172 Taha(abal. Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq.. 

173. Tabalaba'i, Sayyid Zla-ud-Din. 
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L74 radayun, SayyiJ Muhammad. 

175. Tahiri. Dr. Hadi. 

176, Taqizadeh. Sayvid Hasan. 

UvaisL. Ali Muhammad tees l L N8 Pensnnatitles 
^ No. 160), 

177 Valaiabar. Abul-Fath (Hishmot-ud-Daulch) 
L78- Varasteh, Muhammad Ali, 

Va-siq!, Sadiq (see 1948 Personalities, No, 1621. 

179. Vusuq + Hasan, G.r.R. (Vusuq-ud-DaiiJeh), 
Yimin-ul-Mamalik t r-.ee IsDndiari. Asadullah 

Vatnia). 

180, 1 iizdan Panah, Murliza. General (Scpahbud). 
(81- Yazdi. Dr. Muriiza. 

182. Zlbidi, Fazlullah, Major.General (SarJa^tiKar). 

183. Zand, Ibrahim 

Z-ani^neh, Dt, Aklnl Hamid i-.ee A'zain* 
Zungunch), 

184. Ztngirtth, Dr, Ahmad Ibrahim. 

IS5. Zarin-Kafih, Ali Aschar. 

Zuki-ud-Dauleh t see Ghatlari, vmir Sahum- 
ud- Din). 


1. \dhain, Dr, Vbhas (Akm-ul-Mulkt 

Bom in 1882, ss>n ssf Mirra Zain-ul-Abidin Klian 
(Luqnian Ul’Mamelik). I-, a native of .Azerbaijan, 
Educated in Persia and n Paris University where he 
studied niedieine, Did posl-eraJuate work in France. 

v. 11 !i:ster of Ikaltli under Hazhir in tune l‘NS ud 
again under Sa'id when lie reshuffled his Cabinet in 
March 1949. 

Was prev iously head of the School of Medicine m 
Tehr.ui and a slill head of the Ra^i Hospilal. He is 
also a eouri physician. Speaks French and Turki. 
His daughter is m;irried to Nusraidlkh Munt.issir of 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil C’umpany 

2 . Adi Ahmad Husain 

Rom in Tabriz c. 1895, son of the late Adi-ul- 
Mulk and younger hrenher of Mustafa Adi (Mansur- 
ul-Mulk). Pdueatcd partly in France 

Ri^e to the rank of Hi rector-General in the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Murth 1942, which post 
he held until Fcbrunry 1943. He vus then Iricd in 
the Oflictals Court on charges of rrnsaippropoatioo of 
funds but w L is acquitted- Appointed 10 the Supreme 
Economic Council in April 1945; he became Minisi# 
of Agriculture again in November that year. Again 
Minister of Agriculture under Qavam m June 1947, 
He w,is Lsscv aied with the Seven-Year Plan under 
Dr. Nafisi and traik his place ns chairman of the Prt>- 
visional Organisiiism of rhe Seven-Year J*lan In 
January' 1949,, unlil May 3949 when lie was appointed 
a member of the Supreme Council of the Plan. 

Speaks French and ,s little Rnelish 

j, VdL Mtufafa iVlirisur-uvSiilliini-h) 

Born in Tabriz about 1885 . Went 10 I pypi when 
^uiic young There he tin lh bed his primary educa- 
Iton and aflcmvards went m Pari^ In Paris he 
studied law, and graduated from ihe Faculty of Law 
m thai city. Secnctarv at the consulate at" Tiflis in 
1903. At the Ministry for Forcipn Alfaims for it short 
penod, and then transferred. 10 the Ministry "f 
Justice. Appointed a member of the Furco-Persian 
Boundary Commission in 193 3 , since then, em¬ 
ployed principally ai Under-Sccrciary at the Ministry 
of Jusricc unlil 1927. lie became in that year legal 
adviser 10 the Ministry and drafted a number of 
new judicial codes. A member of ihe Supervisory 
Rivard of the National liank from 1929 32; in 1933 
Director of ihe Legljlatton Deparunent of the 
Ministry of Justice, and professor in the Law 
Academy at Tehran. 

Appointed Persian Minister m Berne in 1934. 
Recalled to Tehran December 1936. Political! 
Direcior-Gencrjl in the Ministry for Foreign AiTairs 
Match 1937. Under-Secretarv Julv 1937, Acting 
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Minister March 1938. Mniudcr ,il Rome July 1938 
. and also accredited to Budjpq^t September 1938, 

Returned from Rome laic in 1941 Director of the 
Fatuity of Law 1941 Minister of Education in 
Suhaih's Cabinet March lo August 19-32. He wy* 
not conspicuous for help so the Allied cause in 3 942- 
He was., however, appointed Minister without Port¬ 
folio in Suhoilis Cabinet January to March 1944- 
and jyain in Sa'id's Cabinet, from March to August 
1944. when, nn the reconstruction of the Cabinet, he 
was dropped. Minister of Justice in Raynt's Go , -ern- 
ntcni of November 1944 and agaun Minister wiih- 
aui Portfolio in Sadr's Cabinet of June 1945. Dele¬ 
gate toL'.N.O, January 3 946, 

Minister of Justice and later Minister wiLhouf 
Portfolio under Qevani June 10 December 3 947, 
Minister without Portfolio in Hakimi's Cabinet 
December 1947 and again under Hsiz.hir in 194 s 
In February I >49 he joimsd Sa’id s Cabinet ui the 
same capacity and assumed direction of the Ministry 
of Labour in May 

A quici man wiihout much personality. A good 
bridge player, Speaks French. 

4. Afshar. Rwa 

Born at Ununich (now Rizaiyeh) about 3 888 , 
Joined tlic Ministry of Finance a-. ;t \^'ung man, and 
during Mias. Kuehik Khan A rebellion in Gilsn acted 
as hnancia! ajzeni to him, and ^oon after the war 
he got away with ceriam funds from (he Finance 
Otlicc in Rcsht. With these he brought carpets and 
took them to America for sale. Served also under 
Sir P. Cox. who paid him well, Returned to Persia 
in 1921, full of American idols and education. 
Joined the staff of Dr, Milbpaugh, the American 
financial adviser. A staunch supporter of the 
Pahlavi regime; circled to the 5th. 6 th and 7 th 
Majlis. Oppnsctl Firuz Mirza when the bttcr was 
Minister of Finance. Governor of Gitan in 1929 , 
While at that post he organised the Gilan Import 
und Export Company, which was founded in opposi¬ 
tion to Ruv-iian trade monopoly methods. As a 
result he incurred the hostfliiy of the Russian 
tnierents there. Governor- General of Kerman in 
1931- Minister of Rixiiis in February (932, 
Resigned in the following July, being unable to 
build the Chalus road fa si enough for the Shah, 
Governor of Isfibui September 1932 to December 
3 933, Since then unemployed. Was put under 
MirveiSUnee in Tehran in 3935 owing lo suppewed 
ineffickncy (perhaps complicity) in connexion with 
she Bakhturi plots in 1934. Sentenced to sin 
months’ imprcfainnient and permanent exclusion from 
Government «rviee in June (936 for accepting 11 
bribe when Minister of Rn;ids. 

Gtivemor-General of Isfahan May-June 3944 unlil 
Supreme Court of Appeal decided he was ineligible 
for office on the grounds of Ihe sentence passed on 
him in ]93&, Secretary to the Iranian Airways 
December 19414. 

Speaks Englisli (kicritly. Full of ideas and. energy. 
Very naiionatisik' Niid to be soittew hat anti Bril is h 
and Jinti-rcligLOUs. 

5 + Ab, HBUfl, CA1G. (Mu'iu-ul-Mzireh) 

Bom about 1884, 'ioti of the Late Prince A3a-e$- 
Salta itch, for many years Persian Minister in London. 
Educated at 35 i^stiitin-iier School, where Ku seerm lo 
hive received rough iresiment. which resulted tn a 
strong anti-British bias, at any rate for the ncul few 
years. Created C M.G in 1905. when he accom¬ 
panied his father nn a special mission to London 
for the Coronation id the late King Edward VII. 
Appointed ^ehef de Cabinet” in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affaire in 1906, his lilc father being then 
Minister for Foreign Affaire, He remained “ Edief 
de Cabinet " to various Ministers un(j] ]9|5. Appointed 
Minister of Public Works in January 1918. and con¬ 
tinued lo direct that Ministry Juririe the Cabinet 
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presided over by Sam^am-u^Saltanch r wtijcbi was in 
po'Aci irons May to August 19 IB. Phis Cabin:1 
abrogated she Treaty of Turkmanchai, 

After accompanying the abortive Persian mitiJoni 
to the Paris Conference in 191 it, he became 

minister at Madrid 11^1 V) and then at Washington 
1 19203, Returning lo Persia in 1925 he alternated 
office at home with headship of missions abroad, 
being minister at Paris 1929 lo 1933 and at Loudon 
1934 to 1936 President of the National Hank m 
1941 and Minister of Court 1942, 

Appointed ambassador to Washington in August 
194? when status of Persian Legation there was rested 
to that i’f an embassy. Was very active in giving 
publicity in the United States to the Persian case over 
the Azerbaijan problem, and stowed ability in 
presenting Perdu's case to the Security Council. 

Married Fatirndi Kmutirm. the only daughter of 
the late Abul Oaiftn Khan Qaragu/lu {Nasir-uF 
Mulk). Rcgctll of pc l ‘,1 a r in July 1927. Mme. Ala 
was one Of the first of her generation to leave off the 
vciL 

A hard worker and a staunch patriot: intelligent 
and well-ttad. interested in the literature of many 
countries and quite a good pianist. Has a perfect 
command of English and ^pcjli» good French. In the 
past lie has had a reputation for anti-British nenti- 
ments, In 1943 and !^5-». however, his relations with 
the British Legation were good: he seems a good 
deal more anti-Russian than anti-British, and is doubi- 
less more pfo-PcT'-tan than cither. He is a sensitive 
Persian Nationalist who realises the failings of his 
fellow-countrymen 

u. Alum, Acidulbli 

Horn c, 1920. Son of the late Shaukat-Ul-MuJk. 
who wits, hereditary Khan of liLrjund and the 
Oai nat. he has inherited much ,.-,f hm father* influ¬ 
ence over the Baluchi tribes of Fust Persia In 1947 
appointed Governor-General of Persian Baluchistan, 
Dcputv Tor Birin nd in the Constituent Assembly 
April 1949. 

Friendly, intelligent md helpful Married to a 
daughter of Qavarti-ul-MulL Speaks good English 
and French. 

7. Unci. Hr. Hasan 

Born 1910 in Shiraz. Studied medicine m Bombay 
and London w here he held pod of ophthalmic sin-goou 
a! St Thomas's Hospital and at either English 
hospitals He was recalled lo Persia by Rim Shnh 
m 1938 and appointed Court Physician and con¬ 
sulting specialist to the Persian army. In March 1947 
he wav promoted to bripdiei fhonoraryl, 

Hard-working and staunch patriot: inteflipent (Hid 
well-read with a pc 1 feet command of English A 
sensitive Persian Nationalist who deprecates the 
fn rlin^.* especially peculation, of lii?' fttuntiytTifli. A 
great admirer of British instituiioito. hi.- helped to 
Found the Unilctl Kingdom lInirerdiics-' Stricty of 
the Anglo-Persian Institute. Has considerable private 

e jetice and is commonly acknowledged to be the 
m ophtiuilmic .surgeon in Persia, In eonvetsajltofl 
inclined to be dogmatic and wlf-opinionated- 
A fiiend of the Shah, it on his insistence, he 
says, that he stood for Bnshirc for which he was 
elected to the Constituent Assembly April 1949. He 
is J fi iunch MipptVrlrr tif Sayvij /ta-ud-Dtn. 

K. A mini. Dr. Ali 

P’l n i r i N con of Muhsin A mi ni (Amin-ud-Dluldil, 
Burn at Tehran in 1903. Educated in Persia and in 
France Studied law at Paris., Married one of the 
daughter-. of Hasan Vusuq (Vusutpud-T>itulcht. 
Served for some years in the Customs Admin istra¬ 
tion: appointed acting head of Cuxjoim about May 
193d and 11939) head thereof until the autumn, when 


General Amir KJtusrdVi had him transferred to the 
Ministry of Finance as one Of the Ministers 
assistants. 

Secretary W Qr/imttf-$alt3nell When Prime 
MinisIC- in J942. Appointed as head of ,1 commcr 
eml mission in Washington by the latter, but did not 
proceed, 

Was sent by tins Persian Government Lo India in 
1945 in study the possibilities for developing trade 
between India and Persia and t«> examine the foreign 
exchange control question. Chairman of the board 
of directors of the Industrial Bank November 1946. 
Member of Demerol Party of Iran. Ltcciad to k5tii 
Majlis for Tehran. 

Speaks French and is intelligent. Accused by his 
enemies of various kinds of peculation and sharp 
practice. An agreeable and usually helpful repre¬ 
sentative of cite younger school. 

9. Atntr Muuudi. Ahmad. Central i.sipnhbud) 

Born in Tehran about 1884). Comes from an 
ArdLbil family, his forbears having emigrated from 
the Caucasus. Enlisted in the Cossack Brigade in 
LS99 and received speedy promotion; he was sioon 
commissioned, and was a general in 1920. Took i 
romuieat part in opeiutum- against the Juiie.alih in 
919. When the army was reorganised in 3922 he 
was given the rank of Amir Lashgar (chief of a 
division I and held successively commands in West. 
Sortli-wist (with Ammehl and South-west Ptrrii 
where he Jul good work in disarming the tribes up to 
1933. Promoted SipahfruJ in April 1929. Director 
of Remounts 1935. 

Minister of W.ir in Furetghi's Cabinet, which 
negotiated the Tripartite Treaty in 1942, Military 
Governor of Tehran with wide powers to suppress the 
rioting in December 3 942: and then Minister of War 
under Oavam-tis-Saltanch and SuhaiJL Resigned 
December 1943 when 5-uhaih re-formed his Cabinet 
and at the Shah’- instance appointed Zand. a ch ikm, 
as Minister of War, Refused command of the 
southern division as he considered he would nor he 
roperly supported in Tehran in Rial appointment, 
uspected by the Russians and disliked by the Shah 
and Yazdan-Punah for his attempt to insist on (he 
authority of the Ministry of War and to hrnii the 
Shah's intervention in matters ot command and 
administration Ambitious and always hopeful of 
becoming Prime Minister, Though Jils record uf 
bnbe-taking and his sketchy education do not make 
him a satisfactory candidate for a head of Govern¬ 
ment, he has shown himself a man of action and 
dc-ienm nation in times of crisis, and hat been very 
blandly to ui Luncc Rira Shah’s departure. Minister 
of War in Oavam't Cabinet February 1 94b Resigned 
July 1947 Appointed Minister of die Interior in 
H /kimi's Cabinet March 1948 amt Minister of War 
under Hj/hir June 1948, und again under Sa'id 
Novernlser 1948, 

Speaks Russian. His accumulated wealth and large 
properties appear to have satisfied his desires, so that 
he .seems io have got over his youthful inclination 
Inwards robbery He is strongly opposed io General 
R a/mant, 

tOi Amir AfaV. Shumv-ud-Difl 

Born mTwkui 1896. Senior official in the Ministry' of 
Agriculture until Ills appoinimerU as Acting Minister 
under Qavam-tis-SaUaneh February I94fh, Appointed 
M'misEer under Otovam-ns-Saltaneh in August and 
aciin in Ociobcr 1^46. Dropped when the Cabinet 
iv.ts re-formed in June 1947 Quiet, ineffective !itfk‘ 
man with no great administrative capabilities but 
will always do w hat he is told 

II. Amiri. JTuvied 

Born, in Tehran IfW. fronn a Summit family 
E dueare t in Persia and France. Speaks French, and 
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has studied law in Paris, Entered the service of 
ih-e Ministry of Justice in M4 t tud for many 
years as.si.stam to the French judicial avis iscr attached 
to the Ministry of Justice. Was a professor in the 
law school In H28 appointed prestdeni of the 
Tribunal of Commctcc. President of the court of 
first instence in Tehran 1931-34, Director of the 
Department of Legidainon in the Ministry of Justice 
m 1934 Went to BaydaJ icith FaihnEJah Nurj 
Isfandiari in December 1935 a. legal mid technical 
adviser an the abortive negotiations about the 
frontier, &c.. iviib Into. Juridical Counsellor iti 
charge of the Advisory Department of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affatfs 39.1 S, AdminLstrative Director- 
General August | 'G8 and Litdef-Secieury Januarv 
1939 in that Ministry. 

In charge of the Ministry for Foreign ALfairs. at 
the time of the invasion 1941. Ministe; of Uie 
Interior in Suhaill's Cabinet 1942, und Liter Minister 
of Justice, in the former post he wa-- a disappoi.nl- 
meu, m (he latte: he was more at home but was 
soon replaced, i locied to the 14th Majlis from 
Simrun. December 1 1| 4 ’v, Re-elected to I5lh Mailis 
194?. Dc|>Lt;y i'o: .Sirnrnan in ConvLtLuciu \>sc ubls 
April 1949, 

Accompanied Q;iv j m -tis-Sakaneh cut his mission 
(0 Moscow in February 1940, 

A man of considerable influence and importance 
in his capacity as technical adviser on legislation. 
Having been trained by trie Trench legal adviser* 
here* Ins ideas of law arc somewhat tfurereitt from 
those held by British lawyers 

Consdeniious jiuJ hard-working, with a lawyer's 
capacity for rapid a^imilation of detail. Amiable 
but weak, 

II. Amir-Tuimur Kubti, Muliiiminad ibrahim 

Born about IS9J Member of a wdFVnown 
Khurasan tribe. Educated in Tehran, EIccIlM to 
the Mailis in the luae o\ Ri/;t Shah, and again 
for Meshed in (he 14th Majlis elections 1043 where he 
headed the poll. Vice-President of the Majlis 1 444 . 

A rich landowner who smokes opium. Was on 
Foundation Committee of trano-$oviet Cutiural Rela¬ 
tions Society March 1944 

In 1945 he showed an inclination to turn to ti:e 
Embassy for support against RtLssian pressure 

Arrested August J 946 under Military Law 
Or J induce. Released after a short detention Elected 
Deputy for Meshed in 15th Maiiis T J 47, Repretcntcd 
Mcshd in Consumeriii ,A-se..ihly April |9y * 

A lalbtive demagogue, fond of working himself 
into passionaie indignation about subjects wlucli 
he docs not underhand Fi'r insumcr, he opj>oi,ed 
the Tfipifiite Treaty and caused the Fuaighi Cabinet 
a great deal jd | rouble, But he is amcnablr la argu¬ 
ment. and. though vain. 1 ^ mu entirely without goad 
ideas. 

13. Ansari. Abdul Htt-atin Mas-ml 

Die eklc^t son of the lice Ali Quh Ansari 
(htusba s'ir-ul-ManuJik 1 , Rom 1S99. Educated 11 
Tehran and in Europe Joined the Ministry for 
Foreign Aifairs in I92Q. Served for a rumber of 
years in (he Persian Embassy in Moscow as sectc- 
lary, and his rapid promotion is largely due to his 
fatfteiAs influence CounscBor al Moscow in 1^27 
and held that post till he was transferred ta Tehran 
in 19.T|. Head of 1 he Economics Section of the 
Ministry far Foreign Affairs in September 19??. 
Went to Germany as a member pf (be Reman 
Fconomic Mivaan io Ciermany m July |935, Hcnd of 
the Third Political Section (dealing with Briiisbaffatrs) 
1936 Head of the Proiocol DeparLment Nnvcmbcr 
1937, Cofttul-gencntl. IVlhi, May 1938. Minister 
to Sweden 1941. Returned to Tehran in 1944 and 
was appointed head of the Tripartite Pact Dcp;irt- 
meni in ibe Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Vice-presi¬ 
dent of RiiNso-Peoitan Cultural Relations Society 


March T 45. Appointed Gnsemor-Gcneral td Gilan 
. Novepbc;- H4J, Transferred to Isfahan October 
l tJ 47. White Governor-General of Isfahan was 
mark hUi fnendiy to His Majesty s Consul and to the 
British Council there. He was always ready 10 m-- 
niivli information to His Majesty"s Consul and did not 
pretend to favour ihe -f balanced kr foreign policy 
ij.v-J-Wf Russisi ami the West. Not a strong 
Governor-General, be made no secret of hts wish to 
get back to diplomatic Ufe. Hit smooth ntanner and 
bet or imerest in local polities alienated some of the 
people amnng whom he worked Speaks, excellent 
Rushan and French. German and farr English. 

Married a Russian in Moscow: the lady was sus- 
pccicJ of being ,s spy: she died in Berlin hi 1936 
leaving one child. 4 bn , Married a Persian m 1 937 

14, *m.ari, Ghularn Ali. Ilrigadicr (Sariipt 

Born about J89Q. of a military family in Isfahan. 
Educated m France- was private in French army 
and later trained ,it Fontsrnebleu Artillery School 
5 :-t; tt,ned a reputation for honesty and energy 
in the army. Military atteche at" Washington 
I-JI7 3H. Then .-tudiej at f-colc dc Guerre in 
France and passed with distinction Removed iMm 
a tiny in 1937 by Ru* Shah, rejoined in 3 941, 
Director of Artillery November 1943, Commind -.rtt 
of thOfficers* School June 1942 Assistant 
to General: Grevly. Lntted States arm^. wi,ca 
advisei lo 1 he M:m-tirv of War August 1942 
Uiufer-Secreiarv of Wfar September 1945 April 1944 
Head nf IJMudlUftan Ingpwtion CtTOmtiiioh Novem- 
bts 1944 Deputy Cnief of General Stall January 
1945: dismissed when Q&vam carle into power 
February 194is Inspector in the Ministry of War 
April I94f,. 3Va?, a clo;>c a^voeiale of Genera] 

Arfa before Arft was arrested in April I94fr. since 
when Ire has been the target for much abuse in the 
Ruslan-controlled section of the press. A patriot 
with amL-Russian ventimemv Honest, hard-working 
and serious. Unpopular in army because of a itHigh 
tongue, .t strong temper and art uncompromising mmd, 

Retired from ibg army a hi, hi l two years ago 

Mamed to a daughter of Abdul Husain Shaibani 
1 Vahid -ill- Mu] U 

15. ArUiuisir, V tun ad 

Ho 1 rt about 1 9142 . Has held various Goscmnvei)L 
posts. June [944 was in charge of all Accounts 
Departments in the Ministry of BiHDuc faiEonee 
As-tirtg Minister of Commerce and Industry June 
194b -cngneJ September 1946. Sci up the f ohour 
Inspection admimvtrabon in Rhu/istan m June I94f 
on,! bcvinie Sc^retary-Gencrii! 10 the Democrat 
Pd r ly of Iran JuU I94A. Parliamentary Lndef- 
Sec etuty the Prime Minister October i^4(i whci 
he resigned hia secteufyHtip of the DctnocfaL Party 
of Han Uuder-SeefcEmy of fsutc to the Ministry 
o' Commcree and Industry hue October 1946. 
Minister of Labour and Propaganda December 1946. 
Whilst Minister of Labour and Propaganda was 
sliongly opposed hy many of hiv Cabinet'col leagues 
Nxiuse of hts efforts; to collect party fund/ by 
irregular means which be w:i> suspected of turning 
to hU own iidsaniage, His Ministry's programme: n! 
social reform was also extremely unpopular with cer¬ 
tain Right-wing members d bis p-irty, 

Omitted when. Qavacn re-bumeJ hi*. CabincL in 
June 1947. 

Affable nrtd c icrgctic but urutliaMe. immature 
and Jacking political sense Speaks fair English and 
F reach. 

16. trjurii. Nadir 

A Oui.^r prince Bom about 18?j, Governor of 
Pah lav j in 192B, Deputy-Governor of A^crbairin 
in 1930 37. Gostrnor of Rhu/utan May 1932- 
August 1953. Has also served in the Persian 
t c-galion in I nndon Appointed miniMier lo Poland 
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December I9J3. Appointed li/na Fenian Minister 
to die Argentine Republic August 1935; presented 
JUS letUtoi in October 1935. Reu-iflcd to Tehran 
October 1936: the post being abolished. In charge 
of the Consular Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for u short while in 1937 Minister 
at Berlin August H37. Accredited also to I'he 
Hague in 193S Recalled from Berlin Mas 1940, 
Governor’General of Mazanderan January 1942 
and of Gilan January 1945. Minister of Posts and 
Telegraph Nov ember 1944 m Bayal’s Govern rtient 
and for Comnumkations under Ha kind in May 1945 
and then in Sadr's Cabinet June to Nm ember 3‘MS. 
Appointed Governor-General, Isfahan. May l'M6 t 
withdrawn October 1946. 

Mi in iter of Posts and Telegraphs under fiizhir 
June \m retained the portfolio under Sa'id Novem¬ 
ber 194®, but exchanged it for that of R^ds in 
March 1949, 

Appointed ambassador at Moscow April 1949 but 
had not proceeded by 1st June, 

Of unimpressive appearance, hu,[ friendly, intelli¬ 
gent and. fairly competent. Speaks French. 

17. Ard jJiiii. Dr. Ali Quli 

Born about 1900; brother of Amanullah Ardalan, 
Served mostly under the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
m various posts from 1922. Secretary at Washington 
1932 where he had a dispute with GhniTar Jalal, the 
Minister. Counsellor at Vichy after :hc collapse of 
France m 194(3, Returned to Tehran 1942 and was 
in charge Of the English Section of the Minfciry for 
Foreign Affairs for more than a year, fulfilling his 
duties with efficiency. Cuurt-w-Hur at Angora L J 43, 
Under-Secretary for Ministry foi Foreign Affairs in 
December li94ft. 

Speak* English. Very helpful to us aL (he Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, 

1W, Vrdafan, Anuuiulhili (liajl Dz-id-MumjiHkl 

Bom about IRRh Son of Hap Fakhr-uJ-Mulfc 
of Kurdistan. Educated at Tehran, Fleeted a 
Deputy to th* 2nd Majlis through the influence 
of his father, when the latter w.n. Governor of 
ArabbtM, Served find in the Ministry of Finance. 
An active member of the Democratic Party and 
elected to the 3rd Majlis from Kernwuhah. A 
pro-German during the war of 1914-IK, fie left 
Persia for Turkey at that time. After the war he 
became financial agent for Kerman through bribing 
Akhar Mir/n. the Minister of Finance, and nuide a 
good think or that post. Financial agent for Furs 
1922-23, A member of the 5th Majlis A cIom 
friend of Sulainuri Miivn and the Socialists, Minister 
of Public Works in Sirdar SipaliA Cabinet of 
October 1923. Resigned April 1924. Again em¬ 
ployed under the Miimiry of Finance rn Kerman and 
Pars.. Governor Of Astarabad I9®R; of Luristan. Ac., 
in 1932, of Gilan in 1933. and again of Lumian in 
1934, of Bush ire and the Gulf Port? 1935'. and 
Governor-General of Kerman in May 1936. Recalled 
in August 19.17. 

Governor-General of Azerbaijan iWcvti at the 
lime of the invasion 1941; fleJ precipitately to Tehran 
when lhe Russians advanced, fairing that revenge 
would be taken cm him for various arui-Russian 
measures winch he ha 4 been ordered to Hike. Then 
Director-General of Ministry of Finance and 
Governor of Isfahan in E“J42. Minister of Public 
Health in SuhailiA Cabinet of February 1943 
Minister of Finance in Suhull's revised Cabinet of 
December 1943, Minister of Commerce and Industry 
in Sa’id's Cabinet March 1944, but dropped in 
August 1944. Returned to Cabinet under Bayat in 
November 1944. resigned April l'f45. Minister of 
Justice in Hakim's Cabinet November 3 945 to Janu¬ 
ary 1946, Appointed Minister of Roads and Com¬ 
munications in Hukimi's Cabinet March 1948. 


Governor-Gene-il. Pars, June I Q 4lS. Appointed 
Minister of Finance- in lla/Jur*s Cabinet of June 1948 
hut declined io leave Fars. Deputy for Sanaudaj 
i Kurdistan? in Constituent Assembly April 1949. 

Has been very helpful to us since 1941. .’speaks 
some English An intelligent and progressive person, 
though not ovcr-sv’rupuL'’Ui when it conic» to faking 
money., 

J? + A rd u kin. \aslr tjuli 

Born in Tehran 189b. Third son of the late Haji 
Fakr-ul-Mulk, who was a court official; his mother 
is the daughter of Lzz-mUDaitieh and grand¬ 
daughter of Muhammad Sho.li. Educated at Teh run 
and in Belgium Spent a year in London learning 
English. Returned io Persia 1915 and entered the 
service of the Ministry of the Interior, where he 
served for fifteen years Served at Governor of Dau- 
Dingeh in Mazrindaran, uf Firuakuh. and in 
Khuztstan as Acting Governor. Tucn was Governor 
of S:ui, Acting Governor of Mi/andaran and 
Governor of Sim nan Governor of Muhamnierah 
(KhnrrauishahrJ in S 925. and Governor of Abadan in 
1930, Employed in the National Bank since 1931. 

Elected Deputy for Suinch in the Majlis elections 
of December 1943. Deputy for Sanandaj in 3 5th 
Majlis 1947. Intelligent and capable. 

24). Aria', Mucin. Major-Genera) (StulullgAv) 

Born about Eb’-JO, the eldest son of the Late Prince 
Riza Arfa fArfa-ud-Daulchl. Educated in Russia 
and France; his mother, now mentally deranged, 
being a Caucasian Joined the Ministry for Foreign 
Allairs in 1907 ju Micreiary to the Persian Consulate 
at Till is. Secretary at the Persian Legation st St. 
Petersburg in I ‘tOS. Joined the gendarmerie in 1911: 
and has been in the army since then. Commanded 
the crack cavalry M Pahlavi * Regiment in 1931. Has 
served as, military attache in London for a short 
lime, and h;s> been a prominent officer in the new 
army Accompanied the Shah on hb Slate visit to 
Turkey in 1934. In 3 935 on the General Staff, in 
ehiirgc" of a training school. Persian delegate to the 
Zahldfn Conference in 1935, where, no doubt under 
strict orders, he took an extremely nationalistic and 
ami-British standpoint. 

Officially attended AtoturCs funeral in 193$. 
Promoted brigadier-general April 1939. Inspector of 
Cavalry 1 l> 42. Commanding the 1st Division 1943. 

Appointed Chief of the General StalT December 
1945. Worked hard to resist " Tudch * activities and 
had some success in organising renounce to the 
Azerbaijan Democrats and their independent Govern¬ 
ment in Tabriz In consequence, be incurred enmity 
of the pro-Russian groups and when Oavam took 
office in February I94fi with the Laifc of restoring good 
relations with Russia. Arfi was nl once relieved of 
hts post. AfTWlcd April 1946 by- order of Oavam-us- 
Ssiltundh. Released October 1946, In 1947 started 
"Asia Society ” aiming at co-operation between 
Middle East Stales. 

Speaks French. English, Turkish and Russian, He 
is married to an English 1 * uninu. nc ; e Ucwidre. Intefii- 
veni and outspoken but at time-' rather a firebrand. 
He has been most careful to Avoid (be limelight since 
his release. 

2L .wad. MukHuumad faqi (AniirH-JaUfiJ 

Bom about 19(3*. son of the kite Sardar As'ad : 
a Bakhitari Khan UHprr.om.-d with other tribal 
leaders under Ri/.a Shall, released in September 1941 
Owns properties near Dizful from where he was 
elected Deputy for the Nth Majlis. Was from the 
beginning one of the most loyal supporters of Sayyid 
Zia. Claims to have influence over Kurds because 
he had been sympathetic to Kurdish and ether tribal 
leaders, when in prison with them. Estremely friendly 
to the British, 


Honest, patriotic and much Opposed: to the spread 
of Soviet influence, 

22, As»di, Salma* 

The eldest son or the lute Muhammad Vafi Asaffi. 
muiawaHi of the shrine at Mtshcd, who was shot 
for treason in 1935. Bom ibinu !£%. Educated 
at the American College, Tehran; spent a few years 
also at Cam bridge and in London; speaks English. 
Owing to his father's influence elected to the Majlis 
as member for Sihiu:i for the seventh and eighth 
sessions. 

Served for a short time in the News Section or 
the Ministry for Foreign Allairs. :is a translator 
Em charge of the Department of Propaganda 1941 
to March 1942, Under-Secrettry at ihe Ministry 
of Fivod 1942 and worke i li.^rj to ensure llie rood 
supply of Tehran with Mr. Sheridan in the famine 
winter of 1942-4 5 l iider-SecTeiary of Stale, 
Ministry of Finance and head of the Rice Monopoly 
April 1944. Member of Feunomie Section of 
Qavam's Mission to M'.wcovt February l <J 4b- 
Appointcil chairman of the Industrial Bank October 
1946, Minister of Labour June to September 1^47. 
Elected to 35th Majlis for Meshed. 

Pleasant, well read Lieid intelligent; but an 
intriguer end lather lazy. Blnanily indiscreei and 
^tico to mis-statement and flattery. At one time he 
aspired to act as an in termed iajrv between the Shah 
and. Gas'Sm. but since 0*vim left t!ie country at 
the end of 3 948- he has been unsi Me to conceal the fact 
that he is working for QavanV? return to pnwcf- 

23, VshnUL Ghulant Hn^in 

Related to Alt Suhflili. 

Aftei bcinp DirL^tar-Genend Ministry of Com¬ 
merce and Industry he became tfiidcr-Seeretary of 
Stille in Prime Minister’s office. A member of the 
National Bank Supers isorv Board 1045 . Appotnitd 
Governor-General, Khurasan, and Deputy Ciuardmti 
of the Shnne m Meshed in July 1946; recalled 
when the iwo pnuMs iverc separated in April 194R. 
Ministcf rif NatiomaJ Economy under ILi/hir in 
September 194S. and again under Sa'id in November 
1948 . 

Speaks good French. Intelligent and progressive 
but lacking in force. 

24, AVam-Zaagunch, Hr, v lulu I Hamid 

Born at Kerman shah about \ ;su , Q j <if weU-kncwi) 
fiimily; his half-brolhcr betne Amir-i-Kull Edu- 
uated ,m Tehran in the Law School and the Political 
School, Wcnl to Paris 3 929 and obtained a 
doctorate in law' and economics, his thesis being on 
oik Jins also Ixtcn in I nghind. 1935 re tunned to 
Persia and was employed in the Ministry of Fifuca- 
lion; professor in the Law School, Also a pleader 
in the Court, mostly in mongage-hani business ami 
in agricultural ease*. Cii-editor with Dr Suratgir 
of the newspaper /mm Javan 1 no limycr appearingi. 
Dcpuly for the 14th Majlis fin Kerman shah when he 
Seemed to regard himself as elected bs the personal 
order of (he Shah. 

Parliamentary l ndtf-Sccrclary to Hakimi ISeccm- 
bet 1947, joined Sa'id’s Cabmct as Minister of 
Education in December I94S Dean of the Faculty 
of Law. Tehran Univctrity. 

A small and Ljiiiet-spo'kcn man; makes a good 
impression and seems intelligent, 

15, A/urfi, lad ill lull (Amir A‘rim> 

Bom in Tehran ahoul 1890, Tfir 5*10 of the late 
NukratuUah Mir/a, and a grandson of S'ajiliullah 
Mims Sipohsalar who was the grandson of Path 
Ali Shah Inherited large estates from his father, 
all or which were situated in the neighbourhood 
of Dtmgtan ftnd Shahnid Educated in Pcreia; 
has spent w^me years in Europe. Married first a 


daughter of Hasan Pimia iMushir-ud-Dauleh i, *ho 
died a few years later; he then married a daughter 
ol \ u&u^ud-Daukh (Hasan Vusutj). 

Lnlered the Ministry for Foreign A Hairs in 3920. 
First s-ecretan of die Persian Legation at Berlin 
in 192S. dnd for some time was Charge d’AJTaires 
there. Ciwf de Personnel 11 ilu Ministry for Foreign 
A|F,l ir, 1929 30, Counsellor at Washington I93L 
and acted as Charge d‘Affaires there, Minister at 
Warsaw in March 1933; but recalled to Tehran as 
the riiMjlt of some scandal dating from his Washing¬ 
ton dm the following December, Chief of the 
Passport Section of the Ministry tor Foreign Affairs 
August 1935. Administrative Director-General of 
the Ministry March 1937 ucttti Nos ember 1937. 
Minister of Roods under Gavam-us-.Siiltanch 1942. 
gnd did well in lh,U post. Resigned early in 1943 
partis owing to accusations of nepotism: "appointed 
Minister to Rra/rL and proceeded thither July 1943, 
Now awLiiliny; iits successor s arrival to return to 
Persia, 

Speaks French and German, and usually very 
helpful and forthcoming, 

26, Bud ir. Mali mud 

Younger brother of Abdul Waldub Badir. Born 
in 1S95. Educated in England (Harow and Cam¬ 
bridge! Has been in the service of the Ministry of 
Finance since 191 d Assistant to the Accountant- 
General ftl the Ministry of Finance for a number of 
years- Chief Accountant of the Ministry of Public 
Works October 1923,. In ific srinic capacity m the 
Mmisiry of Roads and Communications 1930. 
DircvCOr-GeHeraJ of the Ministry of Finance 1933^ 
President o! die Persian Lconomic Mission to 
Germatn in July 1935, Succeeded Abu I Qasini 
Fttfuhar as I nJer-SecreUTk to the Ministry of 
Finance in April 193b. Appointed Acting Minister 
of Finance on the death of Davar in February 19J7, 
Mmister of Finance September 1937 until October 
1939. 

Minister of Finance in Suhailis Cabinet 1942, 
anfi in tha! capacity showed himself helpful in 
Smoothing over financial difficulties and in negotiat¬ 
ing currency agreements Minister of Industry in 
Suhuili's Cabinet of 1943. hut was moi very success¬ 
ful in scLlltng 1 arious wages disputes, and ori SuhailiY 
forming a new Cabinet fit December 1943 he was 
not included in it. 

Minister of Finance m Sadr's Cabinet, Jwne- 
Scplcmhci 1945 Capable ;• ml helpful bm e^poveti 
10 criticism for failing to suppress corrupt ion imd to r 
introducing nepotism which, it was alleged, flourished 
in his MiniKtrv on an excessive ^cale even hy Persian 
standards. 

Appointed Head the Shrine Office at Meshed 
April !94S. UpdoubtedJy the most disliked man in 
Meshed bui it is. considered chat he is favoured by 
the Shah to whom, .is nominal I lead of the Shrine, 
he has sent Urge sums of money collected from the 
Shrine laiidv 

Speaks irery good English. 

27, Bahiir. Mulurujiuut l.tLji (itlulik-ushAhlurni 

Rom in Meshed ISS2. Son of a well-known poet 
rtameJ Sabsun. \ member of the old Democratic 
party, arid edited a paper in Meshed called the 
\an-Unfair A member of ifie 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Majlises from Meshed, and of ihc Mh from Tehran. 
Hdiled his paper Vnu-fl'tfAdf in Tehran during the 
war of 19(4 IS. and was pronouncedly pro-German, 
Nevertheless, he supported Vusuci-ud-Dauleh's 
Cabinet of 1918-20 during which time the edited 
lhe Iran newspaper. Opposed the Government 
during the term of the 5ih Majlis and an 
opponent of the change of regime An attempt was 
made on his fife when the debate on the change 
of regime took place in the Majlis: but another 
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unfortunate mart who resembled htai mu ticitnL 
Suyyid Hlub Mudami helped him lo gal elected 
the 6th Majlis, 

Nothing much was heard of him daring Kira 
Shah's reign, except shat he composed some odes 
ii l celebration of the Firdausi centenary in October 
15?jd. jrtd iran-slated into Persian verse a po;m by 
John Drink water an dial occasion, He has Keen 
exiled frum Tehran on more than one ocassioa 
la spile of a fondness for opium has been fairly 
active ax Tehran since the change of regime in 
1943 Ip lo August 3942 he and Ma&'ud Sabi si 
actively supported Q&vam-its-$a]tuntih* candidature 
for the past of Prime Miniiter. After the Jailer's 
fail earE r , in 1943. he chained. newsprint from the 
Rushans with which he kepi his paper Kau-Bahiir 
going. On Committee of Russo-Persian CaJlural 
Relations Society March 3 944. 

Minister of Education in Qivam's Cabinet 
February 1946, dropped when Cabinet wn* reformed 
in August 1946, Fleeted to 15th MojU> for Tehran, 
Democrat Party leader in MajSs, Went to Swifter- 
land for medical treatment January 1948. Relumed 
and was received by Shah April 1949. 

A shifty and over-subtle politician. Acknow¬ 
ledged lo be a leading poet and a practical news; 
paper writer. 

2#, Rah rami. parajuLbh iDahir-i-V/aim 

Born about 1890. A member of j well-known 
and numerous Tehran family. Munshi or secretary 
lo Riji Shah before and after his accession to the 
throne in 1923. Was appointed member of a 
ccmmksioo of examination in connexion with the 
Lmno-iorT Caspian Fishery cEaim. hut resigned from 
lEtat position. 

Lost the Shah's full con tide nee in a bom 1927. 
uni was sent abroad to take charge of the Persian 
students set Europe, at Paris. IkiSm, Ac. Returned 
to Persia about two years later. In July 193U 
appointed Governor of Isfahan, and a year later 
Governor-General of Ears. Minister of flpsts anti 
FetcKraphs in March 1932, Resigned on the fall at 
the Hidayat Cabinet in September 1933, and was 
sent to Meshed as Governor-General in the following 
January. Superseded as Governor-Genera t of 
Khurasan in October 1934. for reporting that 
adequate facilities did not exist at Meshed for the 
accommodation of the orientalisu, attending the 
Firdausi miUenary. Since that [Line under j cloud. 
In the summer of 193s he was suspected of 
comphaty in some plot and was exiled to Matoytr. 
A llowetl to return to Tehran under surveillance, 
Oeicdvr J936, 

Minister of the Interior in January 1943, hut he 
very soon became involved in a quarrel with his 
chief Oavam-ws-SaEtJmeh, which led hi the collapse 
of the la tier's Cabinet Is very alarmed at the Soviet 
menace to the independence of Persia. Governor- 
General of Isfahan (943 44 

\ very friendly person. who always appears to 
dp what he c.m lo help HrLiLsh consular officers. 
Has great aspirations to tilerary eminence: a great 
admirer of Halier As Minister he incurred some 
criticism from hit fellow-countrymen for rnuccessi- 
hi Lei y and tack of hospitality. Speaks very little 
French. Businesslike and hard-working, 

2 V Bahrami. l aiiuibh 

Bum about 1897. For sosne time a cofouel in 
the police, and in charge of (he detective force. 
Acting chief of the Tehran Municipality la 1927, 
Director of Census and Civil Status January 1928. 

Minister of Pi and Telegraphs in Suhiili 1 * 
Cabinet of 1942 and filled that post adequately. 
Head of the municipality again July S‘M}; sus¬ 
pended from Iies functions during the Tehran elec- 
no® it the end i>f 194.1 owing to ablutions of 


illegal intervention in the elections, but resumed 
his Functions January 1944. 

Governor-General of Kerman 45 where lie 
showed great initiative by organising various 
schemes for improving water supply, raising money 
for orphanage.;,. Ac —popular there, Offered post 
of Gov truer-Genera], KcrmauShah, in August 1945 
but refused. Governor-General, Kerman, again 
January |949. 

Health undermined by malaria. Friendly and 
co-opteraiivt when in Kerman, Normally reserved 
iJid placid brn clever and not easily taken in 

&L Bafchliari. A bid Qjrim Kli.ui 

Dorn 1915. Sort of the late Amird-Mufakhkham. 
Educated in England. Governor of Kashan 1941 -12. 
Set up as i rebel leader iu Janikt in March 1942. 
but three months bier surrendered to General 
Zahidi, who appointed him and Manuchilir Khan 
A Fad ,i-. army representatives responsible for order 
in n.ikhusri. Rebelled again after Zahidi'.s arrest, 
but was arrested in 1942 and went to Tehran. In 
1946 appointed by Qavam-us-Saltaneh as Co- 
Governor of Baifitiari, and shortly afterwards 
entrusted with the formation ot QavanTs Democrat 
Parly there. Ordered to Fehran at the end oE 1947 
he refused, tool: to the hi Us. and after a short 
-cuffle was once again arrested In Apr-1 1948, He 
was tried and condemned to three months' imprison¬ 
ment and two years' banishment from tribal country, 
but his sentence was remitted by the Shah. 

ImdiigciH and plausible, hut ambitious and 
unreliable. He did not hesitate to turn King's 
evidence fur purely personal motives on the out¬ 
break of ihe tfihal revolt Of September 1946 of which 
wa> one of the ringleaders himidL 

31. Bulklithiri, Aqu Khan 

Borh S9U8, lit'th son of Sardar Mulnashifn. 
Educated in England and speaks good English, 

No actual experience of tribal affairs m the In be 
as opposed Lo intrigue in Tehran or Isfahan. 

Deputy for Sh.ihr Kurd in 15lh Majlis. 

32. Bstkhlinri, Johanshah 5am sum 

Bom I9ld. the second sort of Murti/a Ouh 
SuRidm by hi> second wife, a sisier of SuuGt-ud- 
IXiuleh Oasbqii. b more of a tribesman than his 
brother* and has had more tribal experience than 
they. After his father he has probably more 
influence than any other of the llfchaiu Khans, in the 
tribe add or all the Khans comes second lo Abu| 

Qwsuu, 

In i r JJI2 m.ts .ov.srdcd the Humayun medal, 1st 
clusii. for arranging a meeting between the Qashqai 
Ktians and Central Jahxnbaui. Always- friendly 
with Bntish. he was presented with :i silver ir*y «t 
ihe civd s>f 1945 in appreciation of the hospitality 
he had shown to British officials; during the ww. 

Farmandir of Shtthr KuElI and Deputy Governor 
of the Bakhtiiri Jun^ 1944, Joint Governor of ihe 
Bakhliari with Abul Qusim in July 1946- Arrested 
hy Oavani who dismissed him in September I94n 
fur complicity in the plot by BukhtiarU and Qashqai-. 
to rise against the Central Government. Governor 
(Farmutvdar-i-KUl_i KurJisUis. March 1949. 

Active, patriotic and comparatively honest, but 
not very clever, 

XL Bakhdari, \Iuudtl|tr As'ad 

Born 1905. sixih attd youngest son of Haji All 
Chill Khan. S.u'dar Aa'ad thu/urgi. Married (o a 
daughter of Muftiza Quli Samnqi. 

Arrested with hiv brothers in 19J3 by ttizu Shah 
and condemned to ten years' imprisonment. Was 
released in 1941 on fti/u Shah's abdisration. When 
in prison formed a friendship with Dr, Va/di, the 
Tudeh leader On the .strength of this became (with¬ 



out atecess> tudeh candidate for Isfahan m the 
I4ih Majlis elections L94J. l<xA up with Sayyid 
Zia-uJ-Din (he following year only lo quarrel wiib 
I urn later. Worked against (he Tudeh in Isfahan in 
the winter of 1945-46, Co-Governor of the 
Bit-.tiE.iari; with Abul Oasim November 1947, and sole 
Governor after arrest of Abul Oasim in April 1948. 

34, Bakhtiart. Murlixa Quit Sarusam 

The son of the famous Samiam-us-Saliaridj. 
Born probably about 1875. Took pan in operations 
against Sit I ar-ud-DaiaJeh in 19|t, Represented ihe 
FJ AEitiari tribe in the Majlis in ihe same year, and 
appointed l|lx*gd of the in be in 1912. Governor oi 
Vczd in 1914. Helped the Germans during the war 
19U-1ft. Made his peace wish the British Legation 
after the war. Has held the appointment of Jlbcggi 
or Ukhani of tiie tribe on levera] occasions. Was 
with the tribe when most of the Bakhiiari Khans 
were arrested in Deccnaber 1933, lie then had the 
appointment of Ukhani. He escaped the fate of his 
fellow khans, and lias assisted the Government in 
thesr policy of inducing the ftakhtiari tribe to 
abandon thesr traditional nomadic habits. Appointed 
Governor of Bakhtkri early in 1943 and lid well, 
suppressing various upstarts like Abul Oasim and 
establishing order m than tribal area, thereby 
serving British i merests well during the war. By 
the end of |’J 4 S ^e ^ad, however, hccunc unpopuluf 
with the other tribal khans and he was relieved of 
his appointment by Oavam-Ls-Saltaoeh. AncsEed 
in September 3946 for complicity in joint Hiskhtiari- 
Gashqai riving. Releftscsi Docember. Deputy for 
Shahr Kurd in Constituent Assembly April 1949. 

A clever man. not above intrigue. Quick- 
tempered, jovial and obstinate, Served Ri/a Shah 
well. Very pleasant u* meet, but not the i-ort of 
man orte can (nisi very far. as he i- very much in 
the hands of his Mroug-mimled wife and also places 
implicit trust in 4 worthless agent, Mistah Fatimi. 

35, JiMkhlfur. I>r, Sltupur 

lAiirn 1909. Elder son of Sard nr Fatih. Educated 
and obtained his dociurate in France where he lived 
for sixteen years and served with the French Resb- 
tancr Forces during the war. On return to [bis 
Country was appointed in 1946 us Director of 
Provincial Labour Office in l-fuftan, Aroused 
Apposition from factory owner* by trying to imple¬ 
ment labour legislation too eudiu^iuhtically. Factory 
owners succeeded in obtaining his transfer from 
Isfahan, and early in 1947 he was appointed 
Director of Provincial Labour Office in Abadan, a 
posL he still retain*. Was unsuccessful candidate 
in opposition to oiliciul Government candidaicis for 
15th Majlis for Isfahan. 

hi Abadan works hard to improve industrial 
relations und preserve industrial peace. Conscien- 
tiou-, and apparently strictly hones*. Rchtkn& with 
Anglo-Ira nian Oil Com pa ns arc on the whole jusod 
Speak* French and a little English, Is an mtcitsc 
nationalist and professed ami-Coirrrtunisl. 

-Rp. Bavudur, (dtulum Ihi^ain. Cup tain 

Elder brother of Ghubm AB EJayundur, Was a 
captain in the army until 193b, when he went to 
Italy on a course of naval engineering. Returned 
in 1934, and was appointed engineer officer of the 
southern naval force, Promoied ma^or in 1935. 
Port uI35eer of Abadan and Khurram-h.ihr in 1936. 
Lieutenant-Cohmcl. 1938. 

Keenly interested in mefetatik aifairs. and helped 
to float the monopoly company for Ihe landing of 
cargo in the oi Khortimshahr in [937. 

Transferred to General SHUT 1944, Head of 
Naval Division, Ministry of War, Unpopular with 
his subordinates. Quick and hot dampened, but 
lev« so than formerly. Uses his position for hit 
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zinuncial jdiart:age. Not very imdJigcnt, out very 
hard-working. Speaks French and IsaLian. Doe-, not 
appear to like the British. 

37, Bayat, Murti/a Quli {.Saham-m-liultant 

A landowner from Subaru bad. borci about IS ST 
Owns considerable property. Member of the Majlis 
on several nccasiom., and Minister of Finance 
1926-27. ETtputv Speaker of the tOih Majlu. 
Member of the AJaiat party 1942. Accused of 
Eiourdmg wheat during the winter of 1942-45, 
Minis]cr of Finance in SuhuiliN Cnbinei 1 94 3 and 
performed the useful function of effacing himseff 
contplricb in favour of Dr. Mtibpaugh. Not 
included in Suhsuli's revised Cabinet of December 
1943. 

Minister without Portfolio lee $&m Cabinet 
March Augus? 1944. Prime Vlinister November 
1944-April ! 'M5, He sought to improve relations 
wLth the RusMaiLs but fiLs elforLs only resulted in the 
paralysis of ihe administration of the countn., Sent 
as Govumor-Gcntral to Fabrir in December l L >45 
but Gilcd to do anything to chock she Azerbaijan 
independence movement and won reiurned lo 
Tehran, Jcuncd Oavtflfl'A Cabinet in Februars 194 b 
a.s \tini^ter of Finaacc, but vm. not tnctuded when 
Cabinet was re-formed in August 1946. Dcpuiv for 
Araki in Constituent Assembly April Speaks a 
little French 

3ft, BihbaEianL Mina Sayvifl Muhamm»d 

An aged divine wiekling great influence in Tehran* 
especially among (he nld-f^hk’ned lype nf ha/aar 
merchant. He has the reputation of being quite un¬ 
scrupulous and corrupt, ready lo sdl his influence on 
ihc bazaars in the Fiighent bidder. Believed to have 
^ouie close connexion with the Shah and in accept 
monetary payments from him 

39. Buvhihri-Dihdasli. AC|rv iavart (Amir ItumaiUni 

Rom in Tehrun StCOEKl son of the late Haji 

Muin-ut- fujja.r Educated at Tehran and in Fun-pc 
Speak* French and English, Married a daughter of 
the late Hiir Amin-u/-7.Lrh, Elected a Mnitbci of 
(he 7tli M.j|]i>, 

in Hamburg at the outbreak of ihe war in 
lujo, and spent some time in Germany thercaficr 
Finally got away to fstanbul in |942 with ihe help of 
Count Schulcnbarg and relumed lo Tehran March 
1943, Arrested and sum to Sultana bad as a suspect in 
June 1943 Released May 1945 Appointed 
Governor-General of Far* October 1946 with approval 
Of [3ie Gushquk but only held the appointment for a 
few months 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs under Quvajn-us- 
Sallenbh September - Decern her 1947 and Minister of 
Agriculture under Hazhtr Jum- t 04 g Deputy for 
Bushirc in Camtiiucflt Assembly April 1949. 

More interestfiJ in pv4iticji than ha elder brother, 
Aqa Riza. Fond of p^mp, and veiy csUaviiigaiit in 
his manner at thing. Sbcknamed by sj>mc of his 
friends w Prince Merchant." 

A clever man who in the past has alwavs main- 
(ained friendly relations with British official 

JO, Thivbri. Ah 

atniut ISF7 Fducated tn the school- of the 
Holy Places of Iraq, Returned to Persia about 1922 
and edited a paper otHed the Sri/rfuq Surkh. M an 
editor he became notorious for slanderous abuse and 
the extortion of money by blackmail, and ho abuse 
of Great Britain and British sraicsmcn wfl* frequently 
the iubjcct of complaint from His Majesty's Lega¬ 
tion to the Persian GosernmenL He was elected a 
Deputy to the 3th Majti* m 1924. hut he was refused 
a seat by the Parli-imcntan,' Commission, whose duty 
it was lo strrtilmise hiv eEcctaiiri proceedings, He was 
prominent in ihe abortive Republican movement in 
1924. and ri said lo have received and pocketed luree 
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Sumy from Ri/a Pdhlavi, on whose behalf he worked 
He espoused thfitate# tf Rfcja Pahiavi ugaifiit Ahmad 
Shah, iiri-d elected a Deputy lo ihc 6th Majlis in 
1926.. lie ivii m,■iied to Moscow trt October 1927 
to attend the tenth anniversary of the Soviet regime. 
From Moscow he went to Berlin and Parte and 
returned lo Persia early in 1928. He wag. elected a 
Deputy to the 7lh Majlis in 1428 and to the ftth Majlis 
in 1930. 

Edited or col nr. 1 1 led hi- paper till about July 3935, 
receiving subsidies now from the Shah and now from 
the Soviet Embassy. 

fn July J 935 he fell into disgrace and was said to 
havfi uttered disparaging remarks about Riw ShnlFs 
nfginve. His paper was suppressed .md he himself 
was allowed to plead sickness and to retire to a 
Government hospital where he was made to pay well 
for hut maintenance. 

At liberty again nlihc end of 1936. In charge of 
the Press Bureau of the Ministry of Interior in 1937. 

After the fall of Rcza he returned to the foreground 
of Tehran politics. A severe critic of Furujtlu and 
Stihaili in 1942. he worked hard for the leiurn of 
Ouvarn-u-L Salianeh as Prime Minister. When the 
latter came back to power and did not nuke Da shit 
it Minister, he turned against him and criticised him 
in ntanv speeches. 

Fleeted to 14th Majlis in 1943. ^ince Che oil crisis 
iif ]944 he bos opposed the spread of Russian in¬ 
fluence in Persia and has strongly supported the 
“ resistance" Cabinets preceding 0avanvnsS*I- 
tiuehs. Was consistently attacked by Tudeh press 
during this period. A;rested May 1946. Released 
December 1946. 

Did not obtain a scat in 15th Majlis. Presented 
credentials as ambus-, jdur in Cairo December 1948 

He is a hot-beaded firebrand with no scruples and 
no principles and is capable of the basest villainy if 
it will help him to obtain his ends. 

Trusted link. even by his friends who regard his 
excessive attachment to women twhich he publicly 
displays) us not in keeping with high office 

A persuasive orator, who hold-, the attention of the 
Majlis as few- other persons can do, 

41. Divanbngt. Aqu Him Ali 

Horn in Kurdistan about 1$4]. Educated in 
Persia Tn the employ of the Ministry of the Interior 
for some yews, went to Turkey with the Nationalist 
during the war J ‘ C hef de Cabinet n to the Governor- 
Genci il of Kirman when Tnimurtash was in charge 
there, A member of the nth. 7th and fith Majlises. 
Governor of Gilan in 1931. Resicned in (933, and 
appointed Governor nf Maiandiisn in October 1434 ’ 
relieve j earls in 1916. licvenuyr-General of Khu^i- 
stan Julv 1942 and showed some energy, but Ls 
reported to have lined his pockets pretty thoroughly 
in connexion with certain contracts, Recalled early 
1943, Appointed Governor-General, Gilan. October 
1947 

Speaks French. Agreeable lo talk to. hut un¬ 
reliable. Related to the Qaraguzlu family. 

42. Fahimi, Khalil (F«M«-uFMt»B0 

Bom about 1885 Related to the Miikhhir-wb 
Dauleh (Hidnyflii family. t 

Employed in various posts in the Foreign Office 
early in his career Minister of Finance in June 
022 Appointed Governor-General of Kerman in 
October I9is. hut did not proceed. Member of the 
Majlis for Quctan on several occasions, Rapporteur 
qf the Financial Commission of the Majlis. 
Supported bv a speech in the Majlis, thtc cancella¬ 
tion of the Anglo-Penitati Oil Company concession. 
Appointed Governor ■General of Azerbaijan in 
February |934 Ambassador to Turkey May 1936- 
Recalled: November I9?9 


Prominent member of the Society of Supporters 
of the League of Nation-, founded in December 1933, 
Governor-General at Tabri* I t *4l after the fall of 
Rira Shah. Did not display much energy in clejlniu. 
with a difficult and delicate situaiion. Recalled to 
Tehran at the end of 1942. Minister without 
portfolio in Suliailt's Cabinet of 1943. Minister with¬ 
out portfolio August E*444—AprsI 1945. Minister of 
interior in Hakimi’s Cabinet November l L i45. but was 
forced by the Pnme Minister in re^i^Ei at the end of 
December. Minister of Interior under Harhir in June 
]94S In September 1948 appointed Govern jr- 
Gencrnl. Azerbaijan, whence he was recalled to join 
Saids Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio in. 
March 1949. 

Speaks French. Very agreeable and reasonable in 
conversation. 


43. FarbmJi. Dr, lluciin 

Born about 1899, Son-in-law of Vabid-tU-Mulk 
Sahibani Educated in Tehran. Served in various 
capacities m the Ministry of Education, at Tehran 
and in Hie provinces. 1 (as iilso done new-pa per work. 
One nf the DirertorvOeneral of the Ministry 1943, 
Successful candidate for Datahi-iMishun and Susan- 
gird in the t4lii Majfc 1945. Arrested by Oitvam-uv 
Sultaueh Deccmbui 1946. Released January ! - J 47. 
Deputy Prime Minister in Hakrmis Cabinet Dtsccoi- 
he.- 1947. Represented Dizful in Constituent 
Assembly 1949, 

Speaks French- 


44, Fartukh, \filidi iMurtadm-as-Salfanefo 

A Sayyid Burn about 188-7. Was f« some years 
in the employ of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and head of the 2nd Political Department dealing 
with eastern countries, Minister at Rahul in 
1927-28 Subsequently Director-General nf Indus¬ 
try Governor of Western Azerbaijan February I' 3 36. 
Asiin Director-General of Industry and Mine- 
September 1957 and shortly afterwards :Jived lo 
ihc new Iv -created appointment of Min bier of Industry 
jrtd Mines. Removed from this post without E.xpliirva- 
uoo March 1938, 

Gci’.enif-ir-Geiicra] -if Fats 1940, and of Kciiu.in 
in 1941 Minister of I he Interior of Sphailk 
Cabinet July 1942 .mJ in -pile of Majlis opposition 
maintained 'his pi ace in the Cabinet. Gavjtm-us- 
Ndiurtcb, in August, made him Minister of Food, 
in, which post he displayed a sort of crazy activity 
wine!i imuted many and did not achieve much. 
Having fallen cut with (he American adviser 
Sheridan, he left the Ministry of Food on the fall 
of ihc Qavam Cabinet m February 1947. Elected 
4 Depute for Zahul in the 14th Majlis November 

3943- 

Appointed Governor-General of Furs December 
1945 hut was recalled in February 1946, Presented 
credentials as amha>sadOf at Nanking November 
1948. 


45, Falih, Mahmud 

Brother of Mustafa Fatih Boro about 1900 at 
Isfahan and educated at Tehran and at Montpelier- 
Trained in agriculture and husbandry. In charge 
of ihc Kamil agricultural school for some years 
Hodcr-SccrCturv at the Ministry of Agriculture 1943. 
Has planned a' model village at Vmuuin, of which 
h.- is very proud Minister of Agriculture in Said's 
Cabinet March 1944 but only retained office for a 
few da vs Member of Directing Committee or the 
7-Year Plan 1947, 

Helpful and husi ness-like, though inclined us be 
too optimistic and to imagine that all Persia's 
agricultural difficulties can he solved hy tractors. 


46. Faith, 3fu.sUfa 

Born in Isfahan about 18-^7, Son of Fatih-ul- 
Mulk. a servant of [lie Prince-Gffvtmor of Isfahan, 
ZEll-iLs-Suliiin. Educated at Tehran anil at Columbia 
University, Doited Slates, where he yradtuied in 
ccononucs Entered die Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
about 1922 and is the senior Persian official in that 
company drawing a large salurv. Author of .i book 
on the economic condition of Persia published in 
3 926. Appointed Assistant Gcncrdl Manager EAdmJ 
of A.LO.C, ut Abadan in February 1947. 

I I.lv it perfect commitnd of F.rtjthdi and keenly 
interested in Persian puliticji. He also bj.s an imej- 
natHituil outlook and a considerable knowledge of 
world polities, particularly those of the Left, 
Intelligent, friendly and very approachable. Is t 
mine of information about the foibles of his own 
coiinirirnicii, Since tun appointment as Assistant 
General Manager he has been a focus of mischief 
and pointless intrigue. He ,i spire-, to become 
General Manager at Abadan. 

Ha-* a r*on in England and a daughter married lo 
A sghur Mir/a, the >on of .Sarim-ud-Dauleh. His 
wife was daughter of the Zill-us-Sultan's head 
secretary. SSraj-ul-Mulk. 

47. I'Mtimi, Mihdi (lmad-us-Sallaneh> 

Born abouL 1886. Has had an official career in 
the Ministry of Finance and in 1918 was financial 
representative in his native city of Ufa ban, where he 
Is influential both through hU own family and 
through that of bis wife, who is a daughter of the 
Sale Pnncc ZilTus-Stilten Appointed Deputy- 
Governor of Fafs id 1922 23- F.bcted a Deputy 
from Isfahan in the 5ch arid 6th terms of the Majlis. 
Appointed Minister of EdUCjdon in Augum l<325. 
Minister of Jmttec in Decembei i925 and Minister 
of Interior February to May 1927, 

As a Minister and a Deputy he was uniformly 
popular and successful. In 1928 he felt out with the 
Minister of Court and wa5 not allowed to be elected 
to ifie 7th teim of the Majlis. Fluted a Deputy to 
the 8th M.i-jli* I93i;), Governor of Gitan from 
December 1933 until October 1937. 

Head of the Municipality of Tehran under 
SuhaiK's Cabinet February 1943. Resigned 1943 and 
elected Deputy for Nam 1943 Qite of the leaders 
Of I he lufrad-i-Milti group mi the Nth Majlis which 
Contained about twenty Right-wing member 

Appointed Dover nor-Cieticra l or tars in March 
1946. Recalled during the Qashoai revolt an autumn 
but rauppoinlcd February 1947, Reeiilled May 1947, 

Speaks a little French. 

48. Fuliml, Snifpur 

Born about I9tl5, one of three brothers, a .Naini 
family which claims relationship with Mihdi Fititni 
timad-a&-Sattaneli]L though the latter denies it. 
Educated .it (he Smart Memorial College, Isfahan, 
where lie became :t baptirved Christian; but he made 
away with sonic of ihc mission fmnU and the 
mission do not forgive hum. He and .mother, namesf 
Husain Sjudai, wrote a l>ook against Islam. En 
order to marry his present wife, who is well off. 
became a Bahai 

Farnmmlar (Gownor) of ishirai 1941 43; (hen 
resigned, apparently because he had amassed too 
much money there. His Majesty's Consul. Shiraa, 
considered turn energetic, helpful and capable Chen, 
returned to Isfahan as candtdalc Tor the Majlis for 
Najafahiid. ind though lie hud lit Lie real following 
in that area suooess was engineered for him by 
Ouli Makhtian ntul Sanm-ud-Daukb, 

I uielltCLoait., entirely unscrupulous, and very 
ambitious: speaks ^xhI Englisii and has studied 
English and English literature, and can remember 
many extracts. Has many enemies-, both Persian and 
British, hut is a mail who can, when lie wishes, make 
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himself very useful. Was largely responsible for 
organising the anii-Tudeh Workers’ l moil in Isfahan. 

Before Qavam came into pviwer in 1946, he 
pretended to be passionately opposed to him (a ruse 
enacted lo please the British). In fact he almost 
certainly supported him a> was shown by an article 
appearing in his brothers paper ikiktaor on the day 
thal Qavani W as elected. 

After the demise of the 14t£i Mijlis he went on 
a visit to she United Stales. 

49. Rdakar. Toqi 

Bom aboul S i -('i5 sn Isfahan of humble origin. 
Educated ul the Sarimiych school in Isfahan. 
Trained as a lawyer, Worked for a time in the 
Soviet Consulate Geficr.il at Isfahan m connexion 
with the sale of Soviet (estiles tn Isfahan From 
1940 onwards devoted most of his energies lo 
improving the losl of the Isfahan factory workers, 
Founded a primitive type of trade union and became 
workers’ spokesman in disputes alKnic coodttiorfct of 
cmpbynwnt. Affiliated thv union to the Tudth 
party and, with the latter’s siupfK>rt. was elected to 
the I4lh Majlis in 1943 as Deputy for Isfahan. 

Lost his political following among ihe factory 
workers of Isfahan during l ,J 44 45 when the 
Isfahan workers’ union broke away from the Tudeh, 
but. in April 1946 be succeeded in re-establishing 
Tudch influence, During 1947 when, arising from 
thdr support of the Azerbaijani democrats,, the 
Ftideh P*ny became dtseredited, E'idakar hwl much 
of his jnllueocir in Isfahan, professed disillusionment 
w‘ith the Communist inspiratitui or ihc Tudeh move¬ 
ment and retired to Telsran. He resigned from the 
Tudeh party and was dismissed from the Tudeh 
trade union, sin^ w-hen hu has lived quietly in 
Tehran obtaining what business he can as a lawyer 
Lind giving free services to any workers in legal 
difficulties. Suspected by the Right-wing because 
of hi* earlier record and Svy Tudeh sympathisers 
because of hk defection from that movement, he 
is living in near poverty. He retain-, his ideiriihm 
and enthusiasm for social reform and i> likely i« 
appear again in the political arena. 

Sb. Firu/, Muh a mm ad Husain. MajoT-Upifleral 

(Sarlashg.if j 

Brvm about 1895. The fourth of lire late 
Farnian Farma. Educated at the military college at 
PeLrograd Entered the Persian army during the 
1914 IS war. and was regarded as one of the promis¬ 
ing young officers of the army. Appointed Chief of 
Staff of the Southern Division in 1975, and did very 
good work in organising the troop* in Ears anti 
enforcing discipline and efficiency, Sent to Delhi as 
representative of ihc Persian army at the Indian army 
manoeuvres early in 1925. Fell under suspicion for 
some reason about 1929 and resigned his commis¬ 
sion, His Oajar origin was no doubt (be cause of 
his collapse 

Returned to Persia late in 1941. and was sent 
to Fars a> G.O.C. and GovernorTjencnj] in March 
1942. Superseded in both appointments hy Marshal 
ShaEibakhti a year later He had succeeded in 
keeping a cal tier precarious order in Ears, but never 
succeeded in repressing Nasir QashvtJt'j rebellious 
movement Head of the air force (943. Again 
appointed Governor'Genera I of Fits in early summer 
of 1944 but did not get on with the influential 
Oavam-uFMulk or the Qash^ai Khans. Hiv 
enemies accused him of weakness and of truckling 
TOO much to the fudeh. but His Majesty's Consul. 
Shiraj. on (he contrary, considered that his refusal 
to take unnecessarily repressive measures apuust 
the Tudeh was more sound. Appointed Minister 
of War m Sa'id's reconstituted t’abmel in August 
1944 but refused (he appointment. Minister of 
Com mu mentions m Hakimi + S Cabinet November 
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1943. Rc'-sfncd a month later Returned to [he 
iime Ministry in QavanTs Cabinet in February 
1946. hue wa* left Out when Qavam re-formed hi’s 
Cabinet in October (946. Appointed Inspector- 
General. Persian Air Force. March 1947, but has 
now retired horti military service 

Speaks ^<sr\ good French and Russian and some 
English; intelligent and enlightened Very attached 
to liis brother J iruz (Nuirat-ed-Doukhi, Married 
a Miss Namazt. who was educated in Hong Kong 
and speaks English perfectly. 

51. Firaz, Muhiimmud Vulj Mirra (Furman tamtay ani 

Third son of the late Farman Farma. Bom About 
I£43. Educated at Beirut and Pan'-. 5em |o Tabriz 
as head of the Finance Department 1915. Said to 
have taken many bribes while in that appointment. 
Is very ihrifly and has large properties both in Tehran 
ami Tabriz E lected a Deputy to the 4th. 5th and 6th 
Majlises lor Tabriz. On the fa 11 of li&£ brother. 
Susi.n-iid-Daulch. in 1931. he retired from public life 
and wai seldom seen. Has been in Europe a good 
deal. 

Elected to the 13ifi Majlis for Sarab in September 
(941. and ujain In the 14th in November 1443 His 
appearance be me that of an underfed bird of prey, 
seems to keep him m the background, but he has a 
good deal of hts father's intelligence. Became 
Minister of Labour and Propaganda in October I94fi 
but tc^iimed in Dficettibe.' to stand as a candidate for 
the !5th Majlis. Went to Switzerland February 1947. 

52. t iriii. MurafTnr 

Rom about 1910. grandson of Furman, Finna, 
brother of Muhammad Ali Shah, and accordingly 
uses [he title of Prince in social life. Educated at 
Harrow and Cambridge Speaks excelleni English 
and fair French: is bitterly hostile to the Pnhlavi 
dynasty and his sole «n vt tTHn L to avenge (be 
murdc of his father by Kira. Shah. His hostility has 
recently been sharpened by the fact that his wife's 
relation. Ismii-uLMuluk, one of the wives of Riza 
Shah. WU' evicted from the palace nn a charge of 
improper behaviour. At one time employed in 
Pm dan Legation in Washington, whence, it in 
believed, he was removed at the request of the United 
State-. Government Tor abuse of diplomatic bag 
privilcgti- 

ll wav id; Li/ who went Co Palestine and brought 
from there Sayyid Zia’s first manifesto. He remained 
an. anient supporter of Sayyid Zia mini May 1945 
when he broke with him. He says that (he breach 
wav calived by Sayyid Ziii becoming more and more 
dklaUQrial. but Sayyid Ziis version was that they 
hiid to part because Firuz would not abandon hi-> 
new - i-.a per campaign, in the newspaper RjiVf-f-JWri- 
which lie owns and edits, against the Shah, ;md 
Sayyid Zia felt that. it was impossible to lighi (he 
Russians and the Shah at the ^mc time Towards 
(fie end of 1945 he became one of the chief supporter- 
of OaMim-ut-Jsahaneh As a. reward for this, Qavaoh 
'•Ihen he became Prime Minister in February [94b, 
appointed Firuz Political Under-Secreiafy, an office 
.ippajemly created for the purpose, and Director of 
Propaganda. He became Minister of Labour and 
Propaganda in August 1946, bul was dropped when 
Qavam-Lis-S.diiinch re-formed his Cabinet in October 
1^46 and sent to Moscow as *mb#.ssador. Relieved 
of thi> appointment in the autumn of 1947, he look up 
hiv tevidence in Switzerland and has since moved to 
Paris. He has n bent for propaganda and sensational 
journalism ynd has succeeded in making himself 
extrcmeK unpopular even with his colleagues His 
madness'is enhanced by a titanic eonccii fiut not by 
conspicuous courage. 

Rash, unbalanced, dishonest, untruthful and 
malicious, would probably sacrifice anything to bring 
about the downfall of the Shah, 


53. Furahar. Ablins 

Barn about tS95. Though his junior an age. is 
ar. uncle of Ahul-Qaslrn Furahar. Member of the 
Protocol Department of the Ministry for Fa reign 
Affairs in 1934, and acted as head of that depart¬ 
ment in 1955 and pari of 1936. Head or tllC 
Personnel Department July 1936 to April 1937. 
Counsellor. Angora, until September 293IS. Head 
o! the Protocol Department Sopletnbct 1938. 

Scat to Beirut with the vague title of "Deleeyd” 
at the end of l')42. Recalled temporarily in 1^43 
to give explanations about the conduct of MuzalTar 
Hruz. Charge d Hilaires lo Greek Court in Cairo 
June 1944 Minister to Yugoslavia April N46 Mow 
due to return lo Tehran on die etpiry of his term 
of office. 

Speaks French. Married in 1939 u daughter of 
Muhammad Ali Muqaddam. Polite, friendly and 
well-meaning. but the head of the Protocol Deport- 
merit under Rira Shah had a (hankless. risk. Never- 
the less. M. Furuhar. unlike bis colleagues at the Court, 
survived the ordeal of the Crown Prince's wedding 
celcbrulums. 

54. Furahar. AimMjutiiii 

Bom in Tehran about IS83. A grandson of Mirra 
.Abbas Khun Oavunvud-Dauleh, who was Minister 
of Finance for some years. Educated in Teh run 
and Switzerland: studied Saw. A judge in the 
Tribunal of the Ministry for Foreign Adairs 1915-21. 
Chief of Construction at the Tehran Municipality 
1921-24. President of (he. Tribunal 1926-27. 
Assistant Director of the Registration. Department 
in the Ministry of (be Interior 1427-28. Judge in 
the Appeal Court in 1929. I :nder-SecrcUiy of (he 
Ministry of Finance under his great friend Davar 
October 1933. Accompanied the Shah on his State 
visit to Turkey in June 1934. Minister to France 
June 1936; but recalled in January owing lo an 
inti-Reman press campaign in some French news¬ 
papers Acting Minister of Interior July and Minisler 
September 1937. Minister of Industry &nd Mines 
March 19 38. Minisler of Interior August 1938 to 
February 1939 when superseded for no stated 
reason. A Deputy for Tehran in (Eic 12th Ma.I-is 
Ociober 193 L J. a ml in the 13 (h Majlis 1941. Appears 
to have lost some of his energy. being unwilling lo 
become Mmistei of the Interior lo run the elections 
iu 1943 Minisler of posts and Telegraphs and iitcT 
Minister of Finance in Sa'id’s Cabinet March-August 
1944. 

Delegate to l VO Assembly September DU?. 
Appointed minister to Switzerland 194$. Married to 
a Bulgarian lady. 

55. I urn bar. Ghulam Husain 

Bam m 1903 Educated at (he School of Political 
Science. Tehran, and ai Berlin University where he 
studied economics and law. Entered the Ministry of 
Justice in 192* a ltd held various appointments in 
timi Ministry until 193a when he (raitsternsJ to (be 
Ministry of Finance DiflKtor-Gejwrmi in (he 
Ministry of Finance in 1940 In 1941 was appointed 
to Germany to insestigatc canintercial relations 
between Persia n«d Gemmny. After relation* with 
Germany were cut he acted, as economic counsellor 
to (he Persian Legation in Switzerland. Returned 
in Persia early IW6 und was nppsiinted Dirix'tor- 
General of the Taxation Department of the Manistrt 
of l ; i turner Minister of K.oJtd* and Comniu meat ions 
in OavamAis-SaltanehV Cibinct- December |9a6 lo 
December [947. Head of Indio trial Bank October 
1948. 

Gained much influence recently by his wife’s close 
attoCiAliorii with Rrmcecs Aishraf Generally con¬ 
sidered to be ven-4. More of a shcnviman than an 
administrator. 


Speaks, fluent French and German, He is imc-Hi- 
gen[ and agreeable but. pohUcaik he doe^ nor carry 
much wdghi, T 

56. Ghaffuii, Amir ^iihmii.ud-Dm (Zubot-ud-Daulehi 

Bhth m Tehran about 18*0. The second son of 
the lair Muhandis-iil-Mamalii, F.ducaie.f in Persia 
jind Germany On the vtjjf of the Mi nisi rt of 
Education 1914-1 b. Frrs( Persian rtprcsetnativt to 
Lejgue i,if Nj irons. Appointed Persian. Minister in 
Rernc 1919-22, Did not venture to return to Persia 
utl (he Piihhivi regime w‘as well established in N3t 
A chamber fam to MuzaRer-tid-Dm Shah and 
Ahmed Shall. Fniploycd in Uic Ministry of Fduea- 
( ," L 1 ; 1 ;- 4, 311 profevsor of economics. " Imprisoned 
I9.0J by (irdcr at Ri/a Shah, on an accusation of 
having expressed doubts whether the irans Iranian 
raitwav would pay, Sentenced to two years' imprison- 
ment, out kept in prison w r hen his term had been 
scrvLM Finally obtained rcleas* on the fall of Ri« 
in 1941,. Director ■ rf (he Propaganda Seelior 
in 1942 am| 1943 tliough lie xv.l^. not very effective 
in mm pout and was relieved of his duties; earit in 
1 943, Advocated propaganda in favour of religion 
;n order tt> keep men s minds a was- from comrnunb.m 
Munster for Posts and Telegraph* in QavanTx 
(. a bind lehruury 1946. Left out when the Cabinet 
was re-formed ip August, 

S^veat- French. German and same English. A very 
ixduhle, persistent, tedious little man. with a great 
idea of his own importance and inGUrbilitv, Has a 
large family of daughters, 

57, Gbaffiiii Hasan Ali fMo^vio^d-Diufirhl 

Bom abouc I*90, Son of the late Mu’asin-ud- 
Djukh, a fanner Minisler for Foreign Affairs. 
Educated in Europe, At one time attache to the 
l J e:stan Legation ip, Brussels and head of the 
Protocol Department of ibe Ministrv for Foreign 
Affairs. After [he Coronation of R«;j Shah in 1926 
Ghalfiiri was appointed Giand Master of Ceremonies 
at the Couri. a pivst he hekt until March 1929 when 
he was appointed Political Director-General at (he 
il-r l " < ' r ^'P rd! ** TJ Affairs. Dismissed Novenilver 
1929 for permitting publication in the pre^s or she 
judicial safeguards accorded to foreign subicce after 
the abolition of extra-territorial privileges, bul 
remslaicd ;i month later owing lo his friendship svah 
raimuridsh, Ihc Minister of Court, ^finister at 
Brussels [933 36; fiQ dispottibffiif for ten v&irs 
livme in SwilzcrEurtd and Fran« ReiumcJ Tehran 
nud-1947. lo 1947 he was appointed rirsi Persian 
Ambiiwcador to Pakistan hut did hoe proceed 
Appninicd minister [o Brazil with ocrsonit] rank of 
ambassador Match 194", 

An agreeable mirl ^vtH-edueated man Spcakv 
French and German fluently. 

58. Chunk Qisrai 

Bi'jn abom I ft 94 m Safezfvtr. Sent to Tehran 
for education by lit- uncle, Aqai Khazral. and studied 
m lhe IJuhiti " Tarhiiit T1 school for four vears Then 
wem (o Beirut where he qualitied us a doctor after 
a course lusting abonl seven years. On remm to 
Tehran stayed a short tinie and then went back lo 
his native town and practised medicine, founding a 
hospual and doing many £Ood works. Then weni to 
Meshed. here he muiried a rich wife. A great 
student iff Persian literature Elected as a Depute for 
Meshed in (he 13th Majh>, Minister of Health in 
huhaill's revised Cabinet of December 1943, Minister 
or Health in babd's Cabmel of March 1^44. Rcm cited 
m April I"44 Member of (he Persian Farhangisian 
!' r , .Acadfiiny htenihcr t-f PerM.nn Delnaiion to 
L.N.O. September E946. 

Appointed ambassador in Cairo June 1947 
Rdurnett towards end of 1948 and prwrcdod u> 
Angora as ambassadnr at the end of December |ojg 


A cultured and widely-read man. reputed to be a 
Bahm. but that is doubtful. Author of a history of 
Sufism. Speaks English and French. 

59. tjuhhyyuji, Ahliji* <Jull 

Sueccssi veh Mints ter of Finance, CommuniciUEon.s 
and Justice under Furughi August l l> J|-M,irrii J->42. 
Appointed Ciovc-nnor-Geneiai. Tabni, September 
194.- bu( did not proceed, llcuj of Tehran Muni- 
dpaiiiy January August (944. Minister of Com¬ 
munication- under Sadr June IkMfi. Gmernor- 
Generai, Khurasan, April September 1948 when fee 
w'a:. appoinieil Minister of Justice under Har.hsr. 
Minister of Finance under $a‘fd bewember i"48 
Persian Governnienl plenipotentiary in negoti.Liions 
with the A.l.Q.C February 1949, 

Speaks French and has only a limited knowledge 
of .r-nghivh 34b wife ;speak* only Persian. Affable 
and friendly' but wcalf. He shirks decisions in¬ 
volving responsibility and for tins reason oflcn seenjj 
oibtructive. He has a reputation of being corrupt 

60, Huitimi, Ibralti.Tt [HitinimkMiik) 

in Azerbaijan 1870: studied medicine in 
France for (cm ycaix speaks French, Was Oajar 
Court Physician as svas his father, Dcpuiy im (he 
1st Majlis. 1908. Minister of Finance |9N 
Minister of Education 1910, 1911. Minister of 
Finance 19)1,. Minister of Finance .>r Education 
tcvcraI time- up to E9l«. Minister of Hducutirm 
1920, Lived in retirement throughout Riz* Shan'-. 
reicii. Minister without Portfolio in Ouvum-e-. 
Salting's Cabimrti August 1942 and February 
|il4 ' : As^x'iited with Onvait^ubMulk m Uh pro- 
Geraitn intrigues hefore (he invasion. Member of 
the National Bank Advisory Council in [943, 1944 
and I"45; was considered an .indent nnriencin 
deaf arid infirm, but ifl May [945 Was appointed 
Jhinae Minister because alf i>tticr candidates were 
opposed by iuie or other faction m the Majlis, 
His C’ubincl foiled (o ohtiin a vi>te or confidence 
and resigned a month later., He again becimt 
Prime Minister in November I*45 and did his beat 
to dej] with the Rtessssrt^inspired independence 
movement in Azerbaijan and had courage enough 
lo refer to the Security Council of USI.G, [he 
situation craned by ihc Russian refusal so allow 
(be Persian Government to wnd to sops to Tabriz. 

In. December 1945 wished to go lo Moscow for 
direct negotiations with the Russians but his roquet 
turnevl down. Eifiuusted bv his chores and 
intimidated b> (he growing hosEility of the Shp^ 
-Linr (he factions in ihe Majlis he rtsicncd in 
January (946 

Appointed Prime Minister December 1947 after the 
tell iff OavgnMis-Saltanch He survived in that office 
uni-1 June [948, when his Government resigned on 
filling lo obiain a vote of confidence. A member of 
she Regency Council during (he Shah’s visit m Uic 
1 oiled Kingdom in July Ejected m toe t:v. n - 

slilucnl Assembly for Tehran April 1944. 

Eminently friendly and sincere, and nni without 
backbone, bus clderty. deaf and lacking in grip. 

64i Hazhir, Abdul llusitin 

Bt'rn a bn til 189 J. The son of one of (he “ F ida,' M '' 
of (he eairtv davs of the Constitution, who served 
unde: Taqiradeh. 

In I v30 served under laqizadcii in the Ministry 
ol Road^ and t ommunications; and in (he following 
ycir followed that Minister lo the Ministn of 
f inance Governmcnl inspector rff (he National 
Bank A favourite of Davit A. he wus given various 
lucrative posts Ivy him. including the manapemeni of 
the Ctoih Monopoly r Shirk a i i-Oumari] T ) and. 
mi>si inijwctjnt of ail, ihe direction iff the Lvchange 
Conirol Ga mmitrid im Rehnciuished his posi «u the 
FkChangc Control Commission in (he summer of 










£937 to proceed to Europe a.* pjn of a commission 
lo purchase stocks for rite Doth Monopoly. Head 
of the Industrial and Agricultural Bank August 
1938, Minister of Commerce and Industry March 
594' and Minister of Roads and Communications in 
Sulia ih\ Cabinet of February 1943 Showed corn- 
mcndablc energy in inspecting qbfmuuakations in 
person 

Went to England to stuck transport conditions in 
June 1943 and was still away at the end of the year: 
meanwhile in December 1943, oil the Cabinet i>emg 
reshuffled he became Minister of the Interior. Annin 
MLni>Ecr of the Interior in Sard's Cabinet of 
March 19.44. hut was dropped when there was a 
reshuffle of the Cabinet in August 1944 Minkier 
of Finance m HukitniN Cabinets of May and of 
November 1945. Again Ministe, of Finance in 
QavjunA re-formed Cabinet of August 194ft 

Resigned with the whole Cabinet in December 
] 947, Appointed Minister without Portfolio under 
Ha kind in March, 1948 and subsequently pul in 
charge of Ministry of Labour. iilccted Prime 
Minister on fall of Hakimi\ Government in June 
194ft Member of Rcjeocy C ounciI during the Sluh’s 
visit in Lite United Kingdom July 1948. In Novem¬ 
ber |94® he resigned the Pmnier^hip despite vote of 
confidence. Fleeted to the Constituent Assembly for 
Tehran April 1949. 

A man of conspicuous ability and intelligence, tit 
hiv early days lie was an interpreter and muiishi at 
the Russian Consulate-Genera! Speaks French, 
ftian and H. very talkative hut has many 
sound ideas and a -hrewd knowledge of hiv country¬ 
men. among whom he is generally unpopular Is 
unmarried 

*2. HidUmi, Abdullah- Miijur-t. Literal ri>arhivh£arj 

Born ahoui 1902, the son of Mukhhir-ud-Dauleh 
iGhulam ftt*i kmui-Hidayat), and so number of 
a family that has usually been, pro-British. Brigadier 
Hul.tyal k outwardly friendly, and is intelligent and 
a in bilious hut something of art intriguer. Trained 
at the French Funk de Guerre, und also at Fomutine- 
hleau. I kid of (he Third Bureau. General StafT. 
Februjfv 1941. £U the Stall Colkge November 1941; 
Depuiv Chief u.f the General Stall May 3 9 j 2; Com- 
mandati! rtf the Officers' School November 1942. 
Undtf'SwrfitaTy. Ministry of War. April 39jj, Acting 
Minister of War September 1944. Director of 
Artillery November 1W. 1 aider-Secietars of War 
February 1946. While still retaining this post he teft 
for the United Slate, in March l ( »4? lo negotiate pur¬ 
chase, of military supplies under a proposed Snail to 
the Government for this purpose Appointed Deputy 
Minister rtf War December I94S 

A well -qualified jprinui officer., more stall ufficer 
than a commander Hus a good reputation for 
honeuy When with the General Stall supported 
Yfi/din-Panah in ho opposition in a foreign military 
nuvHOti Bclnnu- to the military clique headed by 
hh friend Rimmara, Speak* uxid French and some 
English 

6A. H Ida sat. IrraluUah 

Sun of the late Sani-ud-Daulch. who was 
murdered in Tehran during the Comlitutiunal 
troubles about I90@. Horn about 1095, Educated 
a-, a civil engineer in Germ any. Member of the 
stall of the legation it Beilin 1920-23. On the stall 
of Ik Ministry of Public Works 3 925. Appointed 
Chief of Railway Construction about that time. 
Interested in various engineering project* m Tehran, 
and in a spinning factory Director of the port of 
pjhLivi |93Q. Arrested and tried fur complicity in 
the irreeulariticsi in the Ministry of Roads and CVinii- 
municaticms February 19Jft; sentenced in rite Birtumn 
to jii months' imprisonment and j line Exonerated 
after the foil of Riza Shah hut not rtcmpToyed in 


Government service, In 1943 engaged in contracting 
work. Appointed Inspector of Railways in August 
1945. and Direcior-Genera] January 1947. 

Intellicerti and of charruiny manner*. SpeuU 
French and German, Hri mother was a daughter of 
MLi/adar-ud'Din: Shah. He U married to a Russian. 
He .speak* Russian, and French fluently ami has A 
fun knowledge of English, Cousin of Rhusrau 
Hidayat, Visited England and Europe early 1949— 
on railway matters, Very friendly and frank, but 
lacks drive. 

64, liidavat. Kfiusrau B.ihauin 

Aged about 40, A qualified mecMnioj engineer. 
Assistant head of Iranian State Railways May 1944 
and appointed Director-General November 1944. 
Relieved of post early 1945. but reappointed for a 
few months in October 1940. 

One of the linn tnertbers of Q&vbotTs. Democrat 
Party (September l u 463 and was made responsible 
for organising a ttadc union section of ihe parly to 
oppose ihe Tudch movement. Obtained an 
appreciable following Among workers, especially on 
the State Railway, presided it two congresses in 
Tehran m 1947 when [in: 1JLK-L Trade Union was 
formed Ithis being the Democrat Parly organisaiion 
in disguise), and in August 1947 became first seere- 
larv of the " Federation ot Trade Unions of Workers 
in "Iran” fl.S.K.D, Fleeted lo 15th Majlis for 
Tehran in 1947, Deputy for Tehran m the Constitu¬ 
ent Assembly April 1949. Workers'delegate to the 
International Labour Conference, Geneva. June 1949. 

Represents workers on High Labour Council and 
other joint negotiating bodies, but has liule in com¬ 
mon with the working chv SE^ht knowledge erf the 
principles of trade unionism and insignificant 
organisme abilities. Uses his position to improve 
his own status and scute personal scores. 

He was previously married to a Belgian who left 
him a few years ago. He owes hr, position to his 
influence utCourt particularly with Princess Ashraf. 

Speaks French, 

65. Iliknial, Mi Asgbte 

Born a Knit 1894. A member of a Shirai family 
and cousin lo Mushtir-ud-Dauleh (Mini Mirant- 
ud-Diu Khan Hikmuti and Sardar Fakhir (Mirra* 
Rira Khan Hikmail Educated in the Church 
Mi$S}L»niry Society School at Shiraz 190ft (t*F Well- 
read m Arabic. 'Wem to Tehran in 1914, where 
he entered the American College, graduating in 
1917. Joined the Ministry of Public Instruction 
as an inspector. Appointed Director of Education 
for Ears about 1920. but kept out of the position 
owine to mlngues. Candidate for the 5th Majlis 
in 1925, for Shiraz and alto for Jahrum, but wu* not 
successful Employed in the Miitiiify of Education 
uniil about 1930. when he went abroad to Paris to 
study law Smd to have done well in Ins examina¬ 
tions Returned to Tehran in September 1933, to tnkc 
charge of ihe Ministry of Education as Acting 
Minister, Raised to ihe rank of Minuter in FcbnJ- 
ary I'Gh. DisinHscd July l l ^3S owing to the Shahs 
displeasure a bout a telegram o-mnected witJt ihe ParLs 
Inhibition, but icstorcvl to favour Minister of the 
] n tenor Febr uai y 1939. Rtsi cued March 1940. W r ;is 
proposed for minister, Berlin. bu[ the German 
Government hesitated about Ills agreemem. When 
it did come the Shah decided to re-employ him as 
Minister of the Interior instead, but dismissed him 
in June 1940 

Minister of Industry and Commerce in Furuglu s 
Cabinet in C-Ml, and had -t good deal to do with 
(he negotiations about (he Tripariile Treaty of 1942. 
Minister of Health March 1942, Minister of Justice 
in SuhaiLiN Cabinet of February 1943, but resigned 
m July owing to differenctv of opinion with his chief, 
Headed cultural missions ti> India 1944 and again 


in 1.947, Delegate to United Nations Education Con¬ 
ference 1945. Minister wiiftoui Portfolio June and 
September 2 l M7 under Oavrnn-us-Saltantii. Dck- 
g;ite to LJ.Kr.sm November 1947 Head of 
Persian delegation ti 1 Tashkent foi centenary of p**( 
Nava'i April fPdfi. Appointed Minister for Foreign 
A Hairs under Sa'id November I94>- 

The author of some Lileran, works, he -pends same 
time instructing students in Persian literature at the 
university. Most friendly and shrewder thin he at 
fir>,i appears. He is eminently a professor and not a 
man of action, but he has considerable influence m 
his own circle. 

Spraks both English and French but neither well. 

66. lift null. Kira (SmEar FakhEr) 

Bom Shiran ab"UL i SSv Cousin o! -\1i Asghar 
Ilikmat During the J9] i in w^r was a determined 
enemy of Qavam-uI-MuJk and friendly with the 
Ojvhqais. Jviiicl ihnr w r .n eolcJ down in Tehran 
and was employed in various Government appoint- 
mem's. Governor-General of Kinnm I94iij|. 
Head of the Slates tics and Civil Statu- Office 3 942. 
Elected to ihe 14th Majlis 17-34 fot Slisraz. He 
still enjoya the support and friendship of [Jic QashqaU. 
Appointed Governor-General, Kir man, June [946. 
Is a meniber o # Central Committee of Iran Democrat 
Fatty. Fleeted Deputy for Shiraz in 3 5rh Majlis 

Elected President of Mad is October 1947. On die 
fall of Oavaiti in Dgccmbr: 1947 was elected Prime 
Minister, hui failed to form a Cabinet. Leader of 
the tfissiLienl group of Oav;uti> Demncntt Party. Re- 
clecteil Pre-idenl of tJic Majlis April 1948 and again 
in October and April 194•. A mesnber of "the 
Regency Council during the Shah’s visit lo ihe 
Ttilled Kingdom July 1948. Elected lo the Con- 
stitiii’iil Assembly from Shiran April 1949. 

A corpulent and polite man More intelligent than 
he appears hut indfectual and yei surprisingly 
amhiitous. Very hospitable. 

67. ifi-liniali. Abbas 

Born vin-a 18'*5, a Qajar prince, the .son of Sardar 
Hishmat. Educated in, France; speaks French. 

After serving for smite time in the army lie was 
elected; to the I4[i; Mail is from Maim Hat. In that 
Majlis he was a nicnibcr-.f the Kazimi Paris Airc-ted 
by O-rvain-us-SaIt inch in January I'N? anj held until 
the elections in Mahal Tat were (iter his hitter rival. 
Shahab Khusrauvani, whom he defeated rn ihe 14th 
Majlis, was elected He was released after puitni-irtg 
to co-operate with Ouvant and was appointed 
Governor of Hamadan January !'M7. fn August of 
the same year was appointed! Gut. nor-General of 
Miizandiiran where lie remained until transferred to 
Kerntenshah in Fcbniaiy 1949 A Member of the 
Constituent Assembly for Mahallal April 1 L> 4" 

63. liomayunfaht, MntianimaO Ui 

Bom about 1W. A graduate of lac fehrmt 
Schn'.>t rtf 3'iiJitic. 1 3 Science. Judge of tlie rribunaj 
v?f the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 3922-25. Has 
held various clerical posts in the Ministry, 
culminating in that of head of the personnel section 
of ibe Ministry 1932-34. 'Sent a-, counsellor to 
Paris in [9.’5; a post lo whicii lie w,is singularly 
ill-fiited owing to his seamy knowledge of French, 

For some obscure reason, said to be connected 
with seniority, wa.s made E ndcr-Sccretsry ai the 
Miniitr) for Foreign Affairs, in April 1942; in which 
po«t he mu interns his reputation of benesolenl and 
useless stupidity, 

Promntrxl to personal rank of ambassador April 
1946 and awarded Humayurt Medal, Firsr Class. 
Bedune Minister foi Foreign AJEn-irs under Qavain 
December 1946 and Minister without Portfolio in 
June 1947. Dropped in October l l M7. subiteiiuenlJy 
appointed ambassador to Angora, He left Tehran lo 


lake up his new post in June 3 948 h y[ ^ Angora 
■ for medical irralmcnt in Paris November 194S. 

A corpulent individual showing few indications of 
intelligence: his appointment to ;t foreign post was 
tooted upon as a very good joke in Tehran. 

69. H u van bias, ArdushLs 

Born in Rcsht in 1905 Educated in the 
American school at Resin and in 1924 went to study 
at ihe Sociological College in Moscow After his 
return from Moscow look up the cause of the workers 
and was, imprisoned in 1928 and again from I9H to 
19'4l. Is said tin bas e carried on underground activity 
from prison. One of she founder members of rite 
Tudch Party. Elected Deputy in the 14th Majlis for 
Armenians ami Assyrians of Azerbaijan; his. election 
war* almost unanimous owing to Russian pressure. 
Girted wirii a certain power of invective he writes 
occasftemlly for the Tudeh press and is a leading 
member of the Tudch organising commie tec. Was on 
good terms with the autonomous 14 Government " of 
Azerbaijan, Speak, Tbrki. escellent Pcrtinn and 
Russian and some English* I'raidi and German. 

^ Sentenced to death in ttkwnia May (949, following 
the attempt on the Shfl-b's life in February 1949 

70. Ibtihaj. AbuFHitsmn 

Second son o' IbElhaj-uFMnlk. and brother «-i 
Ghulani Husain Ibtihaj. Born al Re^ht about 1900, 
Inwfprettr to the British forces in Gilan towards the 
end trf die war. t ntered the serv ice of ihe Imperial 
Bank oF Persia at Rcsfit about 1920. Did well the c, 
and was transferred lo Tehran 3 925, Assistant to the 
chief inspector from then till he resigned in 1936. 

Head of the Mortgage Bank 1939, Realised one 
of his ambitions when he became Governor of rite 
National R.uik of Tran in September 1942. In this 
capacity he ha-* achieved much and has also tvera of 
cnnhiJerabJc service to us in wavs. Was 

Persian representative m the negotiations in London 
leading to the conclusion of a (injuaejat ftgrccmcnl 
Itetween the National Bank and. Hie Bank of "England 
in August 1947 and to its renewal in November I94S. 
He mainteins very cordial rclatioos wuh the British 
Treasury and the Bank of Engtand- 

He hav a conipfc^ agaiusi ihe Imperial Bank, on 
whom he made an unsuccessful legal attack in 1936. 
In 1949 he did ttis best to make riic bank's position 
untenable. He took his defeat philosophically but 
will reiuni to the charge ifhe cati. 

Aa a Persian financier he is unusual since he 
ptssvesscs intelligence, ability, eneigy and integrity. 
3*fe is a sincere pfltrim and It is finaiiei.il [heorics and 
policy are la reels dictated by his genuine desire to 
improve Persia’s economic position. An avowed 
bconomk Nationalist bin generally regarded as 
strongly pcti-Aineacsn, 

He is inordinately v.i in. sensitive and hot-tempered 
and has made many enemies among his own country^ 
men- His unpopularity rose to iui height in 1^49 
when hi> defiance of the busines- community 
['hreJEcned to predpitmte a dangerous financial crisis 
There is tiulc dtHibt that much of ins obstinacy and 
unreasonableness is due to ill-hcaltli front whicii he 
has been suffering for some months 

His truculence and intransigence during £949. how¬ 
ever. lowered him in the Shah's opinion and earned 
for him a reputation of wishing lo become “a 
financial dictator.* 

Married in 1926 Maryam, daughter of Taqi Nabavj 
tMLiavriz-ud-Danlehi No children. Ilolh he and 
his wife have been much in the confidence of the Shah 
and Princess Ashraf, 

71. Ibtihuj, fjhnbEii llassin 

Rom at Rcdu ifteS, Eld^t son of rite bee 
Ibtihaj-ul-Mulk. '.cho was for years in charge of 
ihe Gilar esteies of Faihullah Akhar, Educated 











n! Resht and completed his studies at Beirut. iUld 
for a short ticsac in France, Interpreter it) thu British 
Expeditionary Force l9Jfl--20. 

IU\ father vwiis assassinated bv the Jangahs, and 
he, together wuh Ins lamdv, fled to Tehran when 
the Bolsheviks occupied Gilan m 1920. Clerk in the 
Prone Ministers Office ! 920-21. Secretary l" the 
Governor of Gitan 1921-22. Transferred io the 
Ministry of Public Works and assistant us the 
American adviser. Colonel Morris I L >23-23- Dis¬ 
missed from that post, apparently for dishonesty. 
Joined the Ulen Company in 1929, when the inter 
hud a contract to construct she railways m the south. 
Transferred lathe Ministry for Foreign AI fairs 1931; 
Isrst secretary in London April 1932. First see ro¬ 
tary in Cairo March L93i. Suspended by hie 
Ministry shortly after, apparently for conduct in 
London wheat the d'Ancy Concession was cancelled. 
In 1934 tTitcf of Personnel at (he Ministry of the 
Interior; and then director of the Tourist Depart¬ 
ment and chief of the Touring Club of I ram Went 
to Moscow in September 1936 to arrange die transfer 
of the Russian tourist organisation " Imoumt " to hi?, 
organisation, newly named “ Iramour/ - Assistant to 
the Chief of the felintn Municipality October 1937, 
but returned to the Ministry s>f Interior in 3 938. 
Dtrtx[or of Administrative Services in the Ministry 
August 1933, Acting Chief of Tehran Municipality 
iuiv tm 

Incurred Rists Shah’s displeasure and was relieved 
of hi> charge of me Municipality in September 1940. 
He then joined “ J Ininiour” and also served on the 
board of the Caspian Fisheries Mixed Administration. 
Appointed Mayor of Tehran in 1944, A supporter 
of Says id Ziu he w as actively opposed to all Tudeh 
pars.-. 'influence in the Municipality. He thus incurred 
the hastilily of all Left-wing elements and in Decem¬ 
ber 3Hakinti rthen Prime Minister) dismissed 
him as j gesture of conciliation. In 1942 divorced 
hie Persian wife and married a Polish refugee In 
N46 he became managing director of Iranian 
Airways, Deputv Tor Bandar Pahlavj in the Con¬ 
stituent .Assembly April 1949. 

Author of a widely u>eJ guide book to Iran 
Speak- English. French and Russian Clever and 
resourceful I'Lit not to be trusted very far. 

72. I mu mi. Dr, Hasan 

$i>n of Abu I Oa-Him, brother of the kite Emam-i- 
Juarteh of Tehran. 

iBorn about !9t2 

On the death of his father in 1947 he was appointed 
Imam d-J urn eh by the Shah, the old Imam's ckleftt 
con being unwdlntig to fellow ji religious calling. 

Studies] bw m France and Sw itzerland and married 
a Frenchwoman. 

Me is a professor of law at the university and also 
practise* as a solicitor and Commissioner for Oaths. 

Although his upbringing and probably his pre-dit 
outlook are worldly he conducts himself with much 
decorum, wearing (he regulation costume from which, 
how ever, his addiction to a Dun hill pipe somewhat 
detracts He is nervous of foreign contact* but is 
■ready to receive foreign Visitors if dixereiion ss 
observed. He is alleecd to be conducting a thriving 
business in the acquisition of the title deeds to mort¬ 
main lands.. 

Speaks French, Arabic and furlcbdi. 

73. Imumh Jamabud’Dln 

Bom about 1900, ^on of the I mum JuuTch of 
Khu'i Educated; in Belgium and speaks French 

Dcpmv in the 14th Majlis for Ku’i. which place 
had been represented by his brother, Javad, for 
vcserai years After at flfv! supporting All Efc&hii, 
in 1946 he was encouraging the Ad a la t Party in 
Ahwar and district. In May of that year he wa> 


arrested by Qav jin-us-SiiJiafieh for intrigues against 
the State. 

Under Hazhir in June 194$ he became Minister 
without Portfolio, charged with looking after tlie 
affairs of Azerbaijan, He continued j ■» Minister with¬ 
out Portfolio under Sa'id November 

74. Iiituum, Ni/am-uri-Din 

Brother of JanuL-ud-Din imami Married to a 
daughter of V usuq-us-Sa (lunch, Speaks English- 

Served with the An-do-Irani an Oil Company 

1930-42, 

Director-General. Transferred Lands Department, 
carb I 443-5i;ptembc' 1944. Head of Persian TTilde 
Delegation to India October 1944, Persian Govern¬ 
ment representative with, the A I.O.C. London. June 
(947 He has the appearance of an intriguer and is 
not trusted by the A.LO-C, 

75+ Inti/.am, Abdullah 

Born about IS')?. Brother of Nasnilfah luti/am. 
Entered the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in about 
1921. In the Pre** Department 193? 35. Consul at 
Prague 193b Charge D'affaires at Bemc193$. Head 
of the Third Political Department nf fche Ministry 
for Foreign .Affairs in .April 1941. Secretary at BcrnC 
1942. Appointed in 194? to investigate Persian 
claims against Germany and sent lo Stuttgart with 
the rank of cgnstiLjjgftenff. 

A pleasant and go-ahead person, Speaks Ench>h 
and French. 

7fr, Inti/win. Aa-srullah 

Born about 1S99, Son of the late Imizani-iu,- 
Sullaneh. and nephew of Hasan Ali Ghullari, 
Educated in Tehran at the School of Political 
Science, Secretary at Pari* 1926. Secretary at 
Warsaw 1937-32 'Secretary to the Persian delegates 
t<v the League or Nations during the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company dispute in 1933 Member of the 
Persian delegation to tlie World Economic Conference 
1933 Secretary at London May 1933. Transferred 
it- Washington 1934. Has also served in the Treaty 
Department of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. First 
secretary at Berne 1936. ** Dclegue suppliant ” at the 
League of Nations May 1938. Head of the 1 hirvl 
Political Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
(dealing inifr alia witli Great Britain!,. July 1938- 
Ai tended the Duke of SpolettA wedding in Italy June 
1939, 

Mas ter of Ceremonies at the Court in March 1941. 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in the reconstruc¬ 
tion of Oav j fu - us-Salt meh V Cabinet in February 
[94?, .i post which he retained in the following 
Cabinet <>f Suhai Li, Minister of Commu n ications and 
subse-ouentlv of Foreign AlTairs in Bavat’s Cabinet 
of November 1944. Resigned in April 1944. Mem¬ 
ber nf the Persian Delegation Ip Sam Francisco. Per¬ 
sian Delegate to Executive Commission of U,N O. in 
London with rank of ambassador Member of Per- 
sijrt Delegation to UNO January I94e und again 
in September. Persian r^areventitivc on L N.O, 
Palestine Civnimi^totl June 1947 

Quiet and attractive. Helpful and honest. Speaks 
French and English. 

77, Iqbal. Ati 

Barn in Meshed about 1895. Son of a well-known 
landowner of Khurasan, with property nt Kwhmar 
and cUtwhere in the province. Deputy in Uie 
5 2th, 1 4ih and Utb Mstjliwri. Never in Governmetu 
service, but well acquainted with Khurasan politics. 
Aspired to becoming the tnm*wallif*tshi of the 
Meshed shrine 1943. hut did not succeed owing to the 
opposition lT the Govcmor-Gencrat. An enemy of 
Suhaili. he was a professing supporter of Sayyid 
Zui-ud-Din when his fortunes we^c at their height 
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78. iqbaU Df. Maaurhihr 

Younger brother of Alt Iqbal. Rom m Meshed 
about 1898, Educate J at Tehran al the medical 
school, and ihcn in France, where he qualified as a 
d<viar and received a medal far re&rarcti. Returned 
la Persia in 1939 anil was employed far same time in 
the Ministry of Public Health, Lrtdcr-Seeretiry of 
IKe Ministrv i #43. he ran the technical side nf the 
Ministry's work wrsh Nueces-. Minister for Hcahh 
August Li44 iStiTiJs Cabinet). Enjoyed patronage 
of QtvanHfS'Saltanch, Minister for Health in 
Oavani’s Cabinet Ix-bntary Minister for 

Education under Hajthir, June 1948, Minister for 
Health under Sa’id November 1948 and then Minister 
for the Interior March 1 |J 49, 

Married to a FrenLhwoman. Friendly and intelli- 
gen.t he Ins a pleasant personality and is said to be a 
gcs>d doctor but as a politician his zeal sometimes 
outrun • his dircflton and he has a number of enemies. 
An ardent Monarchist. 

79. Idaiidliari, Wdulhih Y»Bin (Yamin-ul-MamsUkl 

Son of the late V'anvin-ul-Mamalik and a itephcw 
d Hasan Isfandiari. Bom in Tehran 5 885, 
Educated in Tehran and Tifliv Entered the service 
of the Ministry far Foreign Affairs in 1901; in h#i!8 
had reached the tank of deputy chief ol the Foreign 
Office Tribunal. Kurgu/ar in Isfahan 1917. 
Governor af the Gulf Pam 1921-23, ConsuLgcnerBl 
at Baku 1924-29. Gcfvemor of Maznndcran (930-32. 
Recalled from that port and under a cloud for some 
time, Dsrectar of the Tehran Tdcpbanc Company. 

Deputy in the I >jh H I4tb and 15th Majlises for 
Babul, which he also repro-ented in the Constituent 
Assembly April 1944. 1$ a dimno-i of most of the 
important companies of the capital and finds time to 
look after the affairs of (he Aero-Chib as well Ha* 
a typical capiralLst and conservative outlook* but 
nevertheless >p<'ke in the Mhjlis in favour vi the 
factory workers at Isfahan, 

8th btjndJuri, FslhuILh Nuri 

Scci'itid M'fl sff Hjsun EdaDdN tMuhtaihmi-uv- 
Sultaneh'i. Born about E89^, Edticaled in Switzer¬ 
land and F rance Second secretary of the Persian 
Legation in London I L) 14-24 A^isianl chi cf of ihc 
English Seet l an at the Ministry for Fnvneign Affairs 
1925. First wcrciaFj at Washingkm 1926-29. 
Counsellor at ParU 1929 3(1. Counsellor iu 1 end on 
and chargif cl'Affiiircs I930-3L and was in charge 
a.f the time of the Persian Exhibition Chief of liie 
Economics Section at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
1932. Charge d’affaires again in London March to 
December 1933. Head of the Treaty Department at 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1934; served also in 
the Passport Section. For three months front Ihc end 
of 1935 lie was in Bagdad on a mission charged with 
negotiations over the frontier dispute, hut achieved 
little. ” Chef dll protacolc" May 1936 to December 
3 937. In charge of the Government-coni rolled 
"Iran” Insufancc Company 1938, Appointed Per- 
siod Govemriietvi represinialive w-ith the Anglo 
Iranian Oil Company 1942 in London Minister to 
Polish Government in London. January '944. 
Returned to Pcrsaii 1945, Minister in 3V:idi 1 ncton 
May 1947. Appointed Persijfi representative on 
Inleniatiocial Bank June 3 947. 

Married la a Frenchwoman; speaks French and 
English. Conscientious anil helpful; an cued lent 
type of permanent official* though he has not 
inherited the eloquence of his father, much to the 
Liter's disappointment, 

81, Islandiftti. Musi Nuri ( Muv affuq-ue^ltanelU 

Brother of AsaduIIah Yamin Ivfandiari. Bom in 
Tehran 1894. Educated in Tehran and Europe 
Entered the service nf the Ministry for Foreign 
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^Alfair' in l tJ 3_6 Sccrclarv at Rome for vscjic [ime, 
Chief nf the Economic Section of the Ministry 1929. 
Chief of ihe League of Nalioni Section l L f?2. 
Counsellor anJ charge d’affaires ut Parii 1933. 
Counsellor at Moscow ir> December 1933, and, very 
soon afterwards transferred to Angora* where he was 
charge d'affaires for same Ume, Head of the Con¬ 
sular Department March 1937. Director-Gene nil of 
JtinJuilry and Mines July 1957., Summarily relieved 
of that appointment m September (Swing lo'a muddle 
over the Chain-, silk factory that was, in reahiv due 
to his predcce>or. Ja ban bank Administrative 
Director-General uf the Ministry for Foieij:n Affaire 
December 1937. Minister* Bagdad* August 1938. 
Sent on a special mission to Berlin 1939. Left Berlin 
on rupture of relations in 1^41, and returned tn 
Bagdad as minister; recalled m Tehran, on iFie cun- 
dusion of five years' foreign service, in ! 943. Though 
at first siSjpectcJ of pro-Gemian feelings* owing to 
his visit to Beilin, he behaved correctly on his second 
period tff office in Bredai. Minister nf Agriculture 
in Suhailt's revised Cabinet of December 1943. 
Ambassadrir to Turkey 1945. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs under Oavam-us-Saltaneh September Decem- 
be; t J 47 and again under HakimiA March June 1*^48. 
Ambassador to India i anuary ] k '"49. 

Speaks French and Italian. Pleasant, married very 
early, and h is a who is a champion at lawn-tennis. 

£2, I -4, mid ari. Abbas 

Cncle t'i Iraj Iskandari and a Qajar prince. One 
of the founder* of the Tudeh Party. but soon broke 
awjy io kad u dis-sident section. In 1 L ^42 became a 
director rtf Iran Insurance, in which he made money 
and wait, to Esiypt 1943-45, Appointed Governor of 
Tehran irv June LU4ti and Governof-General a month 
Isier whin i'chran was made an independent Ustan. 
Elected to the I5ih Ma^li^ for Hamadart- In August 
1947 made a violent attack in the Majlis an 
Tatjiaaddi, the fLumer artiba^sadoi' in London. 
Repeatedly atpeked Hnkimi's Government in rhe hrvt 
part id 194® and was foremost in demanding a 
revision of the A LO.C.'s concession and the return 
cf Bahrein to Persia, In January 1949 attacked 
Taqizadeh for signing the revised A.i.O.t conoes- 
sion of 193? and was thus largely responsible far the 
present agitation for a further revision. 

Left Persia for Europe very sewn after the attempt 
■m ihc Shah’s life on 4th February, 1949. 

He is samethifig of u mystery man. Can almost 
certainly be idaitiffed with Srivict agent No. I ft men¬ 
tioned in Agahelcoo s famous revclaiions He is now 
rcch. owning the greater part of Nihrabad aerodrome. 
Gnc of the most vocal Left-wing Deputies. 

83, l-kanitLiri, Irat 

Bam 1900. Educated in France as a lawyer. In 
393S published a phtlo$ophka] review which was 
nothing more than disguised Cotnmuoirt propaganda, 
and in thai year was one of a group nf yearnp Com¬ 
munist-- imprisoricil by Ri;ra SJiah. Member of the 
editorial board of Rah bar. the Tudeh Party organ, of 
which lie owned the licence. On Tudeh Central Com¬ 
mittee from August 1944 and secretary-general to the 
party. Owns large properties and is generally 
reeanded as very.' wealthy. Deputy for Sari in the 
14th Mailis and Minisjerof Commerce and Industry 
under Qavam-us-Sallanch in August 194ft dropped 
rrt October of the same year. Replaced large num- 
lu-ss of non-Tudeh members of the Ministry with 
Tudeh sympatliisere and members during his tenure 
of office Went, to France January 194? and has not 
returned to Persia. M Persian delegate " to Partisans 
of Peace Conference in Paris April 1949, Condemned 
to death In absentia May (949 for activities hostile 
to the constitutional monarchy and for separating 
part of Persia tAzerbaijani. 
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K4. K^dL Rjlniun 

A Caucasian Armenian of about 55 and one of the 
biggest Armenian businessmen in Tehran. Hn> (he 
reputalton of being pro-Soviet although according in 
some people shis is merely cover for bis intense desire 
to rcaJisc an independent Armenia. He is, however, 
mistrusted bi the majority of Armen inns who have 
defeated (his recurring attempts to have himself elected 
as their Majlis Deputy, fte was » prime mover in 
the scheme for getting Armenian peasantry to return 
lo Soviet Armenia in \ ,; 47 and in this connexion 
handled large sunw of money subscribed by American 
Armenians. Is said to have made a great deal or 
money its a contractor to the Red army during lhe 
war. tn Lus plan> to increase hts company holding’, 
tv now meeting with opposition because of his pro- 
Sovtel reputation. 

Although uncouth in appearance he is well- 
educated and speaks excellent Russian. In spite of 
Ins reputation ns a crook he is kind-hearted and 

gcncrcms. 

85. Itibar Dr, Vhdul Huvain 

Born about 1910 and was partly educated in Ger¬ 
many Married a Ger man , In 194' was head cf the 
Technical j nd Construction Department in the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, a post in which 
he made large sums of money by the gilding .-f the 
Pa I a Is dc Justice. Elected Deputy for BurujLrd in the 
14th Majlis, and in April 1945 was a member of the 
Persian Delegation to the San Francisco Conference. 
Head of walei department of Tehran Municipality 
October 1946 Deputy for Bufujird in 15th Majlis, 

Speaks excel lent German, food English and 
French. 

86. J'tinNsisir LfuLi INasir-ul-Duukh) 

FMis about I A Oafar prince, descended from 
the famous va/ir, Mufcs Taqi Khan Occupied 
various posts in Government service, including 
Governor or the Gulf Polls in 1923. Sent on an 
economic minion to Germany in connexion with the 
■settlement of various accounts about 1939. AJso 
held in her diplomatic posts in Europe. Returned to 
Persia 1942, and soon after appointed assistant lo the 
Prime Minister by Snbaili with the rank of Under¬ 
secretary iik Siite. Gov.rnor-General nr Khura^-m 
December 1945 Recalled luly 1946. 

Ambitious and clever, but without much ^ability. 
Appointed Director of the Caspian Fineries Novem¬ 
ber 1946. A good bridge player. Speak-. French and 
German, 

87. JobwDbuLLi, Aatsimrilah. Cffl****! iSipuhhurti 

ikini about 1890, son of the late AmanuUuli Mina. 
/.]U-uJ1>juIcii (:i defendant of FatJi All Shah), who 
committed suicide in the British Consulate in Tabriz, 
where he had taken refuge from the Russians in 1917. 

Joined die Persian Cosuick Artillery School in 1907 
and then graduated in Russia where he served two 
years, with the Imperial Guard. 

W»h made .1 general, Hud Itecamt Chief of the 
General Staff in 1922. He visaed France and 
England in 1*723. Although 4 Otpr prince, he 
favoured the change of dynasty irt 1925. 

Held various military commands with periodical 
fulls from and resloraiinm to royal favour. He was 
appointed Director-General of Industry in March 
1936. Disiu 1 ‘iscd in July 1937 Reported in prison 
m Tehran in July 1939, and in poor health Liberated 
t"41 and made Minister of ihe Interior in September. 
Mim-.nr of Roads and Communications December 
1941- Minister of War March 1942 and employed In 
the autumn at court j* a kind Pf rude dc-eflmp-m- 
genera E lo the Shnli 

General Office t Commanding. Farn. September 
1943, Commmihni,, Cadet College, 1936, until 


November when he went on a tour ol training 
establishments in France and Belgium. Or; his return 
in February 1947 he was appointed to the sinecure 
post of Inspector to the Eastern Forces in the 
Ministry of War. 

First vivX'prftkleni of Russo- Persian Cultural 
Relation- Society March I945, 

Speaks Russian and French fluently; has a Russian, 
as well as at least orte Persian* wife Apart from his 
work in encouraging sport in the Persian army he is 
not now j iigurc of any prominence* military or 
po|ideal, ami is unlikely in become one again One 
of hie sons studied four years id the Sov iet Union and 
was then forced to leave by Lhe Russian.-- before com¬ 
pleting his studies* 


88, JaJutnbani, Muhammad ilusuin, Brigadier 
(Siirtip] 

Born about 1492, cousin of AmtuuHah Jahanbani. 
Educated at Tehran and in Russia, and joined liie 

Persian Cossack Division about 1916, Chief of Staff 
to General Amir Ahmads in Lhe Lurisran operations 
about 1928. Military Governor of the Boil AEimadi 
country shortly afEjerwuid>, where he governed with 
m«c s-iuxtwv Fell from favour with Rum Shah . 11 rise 
same lime a& his. cousin in 1935. Then served in 
various capacities at the Ministry of Industry, 
especially in some p urchasing com missions. Du color 
General at the Ministry of the Interior 1945. bt-irig 
in charge of Lhe arrangements for die elections to tht- 
Mth Majlis, in occupation which nearly drove him 
crazy. Chief of Police February EM4. Head of Road 
Transport Department in January Ekj?, Resigned 
two months later. In January 1947 he was appointed 
Administrative Assistant to the Minister of War aid 
retired from the army in 1948. 

Speaks French. Russian and some English. The 
author of an anshotogy of Persian poetry Said lo be 
very corrupt financially* but is easy lo eel on with, 


89. Jam. Mahmud iMndir-nl- Mu Lk) 

Born nbpnl 1880. Has had a long career :.i the 
customs and other Governmefri departments, ami wis. 
fqr more than ten years, Persian secretary to the 
French Legation in Tehran. Director of the Alimcn- 
tation .Service, Tehran* front 1916 10 192th where he 
did good work. Appointed Minister ft> Foreign 
Affairs in (he short-lived Cabinet of Sayyfd Zta-ud 
Din 1921. Acting Mmister of I inance J r-nurj !922. 
and Minister of Finance October I92 1 It” August 
1924. ApjioinicJ .s^ assisiant lo Prime Minister, 
Snrjt: Si pah [Riza Shah), until the latter became 
pmilnional i ead of the Slate on 21st October. 1925, 
and cl ten as-rihinni to the (wo foltowing Prime 
Minister- Appointed Persian Minneter to Brussels in 
I *4TA. but did opt proceed. Appointed Oovertvor of 
Kerman Province m September 1927. and Govcrooc- 
Geneiat o' Khora^an in April 1^2^. RccjJIciI from 
Kfiorassan in Dccgititej f92S mid iippoirucd Minister 
of Pubtsc Works, Returned to Khorassana*Govefrtor- 
Gc.icral in \ugusi !' J 29, Appointed Mfnisier of the 
Intern<r In J-uruvihi^ Cabinet of 1933. and succeeded 
him i. Prime Minister in December 1935, Headed 
the uiisssOD to Egypt On lhe Crown princes betrothal 
to Princes f.iurieh Jtme-July 1938 and received (he 
Order of Muhammad All from King Farouk 
Minister of Court October 1939 Acnbnsradof to 
Eyypt 1941. Minister fur War Septemhec-Dcctnibur 
1 94 1 Minister of Court January 1948. Accompanied 
the Shah lo the United Kingdom July 1948, juvi after 
lhe announcement that lie svai to become Governor- 
General, Arerbaijan—an appointment he did not lake 
up. 

An amiable and pleasant man who speaks French 
flueniK The embassy, in their dealings with him, 
have absayi found him trustworthy and sincere. 


9lt. Ja/ayiri Dr. ShailLs-ud-Din 

Bom in Tehran IM05 of 1 family of Khunsun 
Sayyids. Educated at Tehran University anil Law 
Scutvii Joined the Ministry of Educaiion in J925 
and then in 1932 went to France whence he returned 
in 1958 having obtained h ts doctorate. 

Director of Instruction In Ministry of Hducatlon 
[938. Later transferred lo Ministry of Finance arid 
became head of Tobacco Monopoly in lv4l. Adviser 
on Millspaugh Price Subilxsalion Comm idee 1943. 
£n dkpottsibilM August 1944, Legal Adsiscr. 
Ministry of Finance March !‘ J 46 und Legal Adviser 
Ministry u? Labour ]^46-4S, Member of board of 
directors of Iran Insurance Company i 1 <f48 Mcmtwr 
of the Council of the 7-Year Plan May t949. 

Keenly incercsted in education, lie has been working 
close ly with the education ex pen cf Overseas Con- 
^ulianis Incorporated who speaks hiehly of him. 
Also ha- cansidcj able knowledge oi Ifcxvur and social 
developments and assisicd in prepare lion of Persian 
Labour Code. 

Married in 1941 Mah Munir, daughter of Dr. 
Mo.I i.i..i•' "s 1 !is 3 \ charming arid mlalkacnL ssilv. 

Speaks French. 

?t. KnfaS, Has-an 

Son of she Sale Akhund Mullah Muhammad 
K.s/Liiin. who was the chief mullah at Najaf. 
Managing director of the Khusranvi Cemon Mill and 
! tori t inly Company in Meshed. A clever mid un¬ 
scrupulous businessman who has aeeurauLied a large 
fortune during his four-year association with the 
Khusrauvi rompany. Must unpomdo. 

His elder brother, Haji \1ir/a Ahmad, is the most 
influential and most respected mullah in Meshed His 
nephew, Ja afar fsoo of ihc Hajii wan defied from 
Tnrhal-i'Hatdari to the 15th Majlis and to she Con' 
sliluCDl Assembly April T P 4 ,J 

He wax himself elected m the Convtituem Assembly 
from Meshed, 

92. Knmhukhsh, Abdus-Somad 

Bom t9fl5. at Oaxviu: Elis father, still alive in 1443, 
was Ain-ul-Maniahk. s Qajar prince and wealthy 
landowner 4l Qa^s-in, Entered Persian annj about 
1923; sent to Leningrad for training and became a 
prim there: also imbibed the doctrines of conmuanbtn 
wtlh enthusiasm. On return was active Communist 
and w-iis known as the Persian rcpreHcnlativc on lhe 
Comintern. Sentenced to death by Riza Shah, but 
w js pardoned and then imprisoned wilh fifty-three 
Other ComEirunisls. FxileJ in S^jp l<. Bandar Abbas: 
released on lire fall t>[ Ri/a in 1941. 

Llixted to the 14th Majlis for OaTvrn, by help of 
lire Snx-ict representative. Generally regarded as one 
of the more decent Tudeh members.. He is believed 
lo be dissatisfied with the complete subservience of 
hi.- party lo Soviet interests Put in chttrge of (he 
publicity of the Tudeli Party :n AtJtlUSl 1944, 
Married to a Persian related to the Kin family who 
acu an dvtcxtefttuar in Tchran. 

Behcsci 10 have taken refuge at Soviet Summer 
Embassy after the attempt on the Shah February 
194"). Setilmced to death in ahnentia May 1949, for 
actiny against the Consiitutioiuri Monarchy. His 
ivifc was arrested and sentenced to three years' 
imprisonment. 

93, hn'lraui (d KmU). Sayifri Ahiil-Qn«liu 

El"fii about 18R8- E d a ate d at Kcrbcla and lived 
Ihera for many years as a mujtahid Expelled by 
the Iraq Governmcnl in 1922 for nen-co-opera item 
with our poli'.v m lhat country, and came hack to 
Persia, where he has been ever since. Kept m (he 
background during Ri^.i Sbah’s reign, but cm the 
latter's abdication in 1941 came back into promi¬ 
nence arid achieved a certain popularity partly (•►wing 
to his reputation ns an opponent of Rrea Shah. His 
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anti-Briti-b bias, a legacy from 1922, Jed him into 
mingues with Gernno agents and in August 1943 he 
Hied from Tehran to □void arrest He was arrested by 
British security juLhomies in June 1944 and con¬ 
fessed 10 having helped German agents Released in 
August 1945, He nurses a bitter enmity towards the 
British. Arrested by 0avani-us-SuLtajic3i July J94b 
uiid released in November. 

A prominent political mullah. In June ls>48 he 
tusiigiiied denionstracions against Abdul Husain 
Ha/.hir after the latter had been elected. Prime 
Minister, Arrested by uaihrarv authorises after 
attempt on sJulfs life 4ih February, 1^49 and 
banished to KhurraitabatL but later allowed (O leave 
the country for the holy pliers oE Syria. 

94. karimi, Bnqlr ^MnaUHiri-lkuhh) 

Bom about IS87. LducateJ in the School of 
Political Science in Tehran. Began he, career m 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, being Aid attached 
m the Russian section, and later employed iu lire 
Cabinet of the Ministry. Appointed Chief of Cabinet 
in 1921 Appointed counsellor to the Persian Lega- 
lion in VVushiDgion in 1925, bent to iraq Eo inspect 
Persian contiulaies in 1^28. Later m the same year 
appointed counsellor Lo (he Persian Legation in 
Kabul, but COuld only proceed a> rar as Herat, where 
he remained US Persian COn*UFG#EtefifcL Appointed 
Under Secretary to Ihe Ministry of Roads find Com- 
mqnications in 1930, and Acting Minister in 193L 
Appninicd subslanlive Minister of Roods and Cbtn- 
cnunications in May 1931. but had so resign in Febru¬ 
ary 3 932, ow-ing.ii is said, to being un.d>b In build roads 
fasi enough for His Majesty the cv-Slnth. He was 
subsequently appointed Persian Minister in Bagdad, 
townr,i> the end of 1931, Appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in Filrtighi's Oibmcl of September 
1933. 

Wem on olhcial visits lo Afghanislan and India 
November December 3935. and w.i-. ihc gutsi of the 
Viceroy (Lord Willingdunl at DcUit- Resigned 
March |93<i. and unemployed until appointed 
Governor-General of I asterti Azerbaijan Ann! 1937. 
Ambassador, Kabul, July 19>k AmWssador, 
Angora, (X-tober 1939. 

Minister of Public Health December 194 1 iu 
March 3942 [ hen Minister of Financc iD Ouvum-us- 

Salta itch's Cabinet of August 1942, hut resigned 
before its fall in circumstances which did him Jittlc 
credit. Appointed lo Am: or a us amhassadofm May 
1943, but did iwl proceed: the Turks appear to like 
him as little as the Iraqis, who have not forgotten 
how 1 Ire opposed them in the dispute concerning lhe 
Shat*,id-Arab waters, Minister of Education in 
Sapid's reshuffled Cabinet of August 1944. Delegate 
to V N.C). January 1946. Minister to Denmark, Nor¬ 
way and Sweden April 1946. 

I'n January 1948 he was, oilered, and is reported to 
hue accepted, the post of Minister for Foreign At fairs 
in HakimTs Cabinet but be remained in Stockholm, 
Presented his eredenitals as minister to Finland also 
February I **49. 

A itiuti of imellicence and energy, 

95, karimi. MuslafH 1 [>»hiv-llI-Mlllltl 

Rom in Tehran 1891. Brother of Baqtr Ka/.tnit, 
Fducated at tlic Vhool of Political Science. Tehran. 

I ntCfed the M :n-l:v ol ■ dUCtticn 1914, .m l :np- 
pivinted Director of education ai Kerman in 3,915, 
CiUvcd a areal deal of trouble lo the British forces 
and ihe Imperial Bank of Pcrvi:* during the war 
of 1914 18. Firtandal agent at Isfahan l9 j 0-22. In 
lhe Ministry of Finance 1923 25. Under-Socwiary 
n( lire Ministry of Justice 1927-28. Chairman of the 
Caspian Fisheries CommittM 1923 '2. Governor- 
Gencrol of Kenwin 1932 33. 

Engaged m poWtks after (he full of Ri/u Shah: 

Iried to fotmd a new partv wirboti! succtiw June 
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1942. Elected member of Lho Majlis l’.>r Kc-rtnan 

1943, after vdhcmcni protestations of repea ts nee for 
hi* a nit-British past 

As one of the leaders of the Ittibad-i-Milli fraction 
in the Majlis, he comi-teoUy anil strongly opposed 
the spread of Soviet influence,, and right at the end 
of the 14tci Majlis he was not afraid to deliver a 
speech violently critical of the Soviets breach of the 
Tripartite treaty, 

96. Khafeh-Nlrri, < T Ilu i.i r r k All t Nizam-U*-S«liii»> 

Son of Amir Nurt (Ntzam-ud-Diulch). Member 
of Lhe Protocol Department of the Ministry Tor 
Foreign Affair* for several years, with an interval as 
secretary at the lection in Rome in 1935. Visited 
London in September i 1J 37 on business connected 
with the printing of bank-nuie* for the Persian 
Government and e«wiinu.i'ionv for the Royal palace. 
Chief Inspector in the Ministry for Foreign Adairs 
1946. Head uf Protocol Department l L ' 4 re 

Educated partly in Russia, where he learnt ballet* 
dancing. Speaks French and Russian Though of 
decadent appearance, he is helpful and friendly. 
Aided by his cultivated and charming wife, who i- 
a daughter of Dr. Ali Asghar Nuffsi, he is hospitable 
and popular with the Diplomatic Corps. 

Ila% done various service* for the Court .liter the 
fall of Run Shah, the latest one being French instruc¬ 
tor to the Quest’Mother, whom he admires with an 
enthusiasm which <> no credit to his intelligence. 

He prefers to be known as Si*am Khujeh-Nuri. 

9?. hha^li-Nnri, Ibrahim 

Legal Adviser to the Tehran Chamber of Com- 
mei'L. j Bom about 1905. Member and Secret* ry of 
the Adalnt Party front L941 Unsuccessful candidate 
for the Tehran elections in 1944. Director-Genera l 
of die Publication* and Propaganda Department in 
1944 and again in 1947, when he also held the office 
of Deputy Prime Minister, 

A wdbSmown and popular writer, his best-known 
work being “ Ha/jgaran-i-Air-i-Tala'i,“ a NCrrdss. of 
twelve biographies of outsLiinimg personalities in 
Riza Shah's reign For Mime years he ha* produced 
a fortnightly Newsletter called Khajth Nitri Utter. 
As a historian he is most rciclmblc but not very 
accurate. In politic* he is an idealist of strongly pro- 
British tendencies. 

99, Rhusrauianl. Ahmad. Major-General (Ssrltth- 
gari 

Was in temporary command of the air force m 1431 
during the occasions when General Ahmad KaWtjivsn 
wuv suspended, and again in 1937 when General 
Nakhjivin was appointed assistant to the Minister of 
War, Promoted brigadier (Sari id) rind placed in 
command of the air force 1939. Officer Commanding 
Troops Tabriz, 1942 but returned to be head of the 
air force at the end of 1944. after be bad been evpelbd 
by she Russians fretm Aascbaiimu 

Head of the Transport Directorate, Ministry of 
War. 1946 Deputy Chief of the General Stall 1447 
Appointed Military Governor of Tehran on imposi¬ 
tion of martial law after the attempted assassination 
of the Shah February 1949 

Showy commendable energy. hm hi* ideas ire out 
of date, 

00 r K b' '-a* aiv, Larid.ua, !>r. 

Born in 1906 Partly educated in France an a 
doctor of medicine and formerly practised it Pah lav i, 
Then ran a large and prosperous children's clinic 
in Tehran. In 1944 became one of the leading mem¬ 
ber* of the Tuieh Party, of which he is a member of 
the Centra! Commuted, and since then ha* been 
responsible in large measure foi the organisation of 
the party, Editor of the Tudeh newspaper Hatm 
Taddi Deputy for Pahlavi in the 14th Majlis, In 


December 3 945 was, invited by the Soviet Govern* 
ment lo alien J ct-.c monies held m Tashkent on the 
20th anniversary of the foundation of the Central 
Asian Middle East College- Minister for Education 
under Qavanviis-Sattanch in August 1946, but v.a 
dropped In the Cabinet reshuffle of October of the 
same year. During hi* tenure of office he >uecoeded 
tn idling m;tny inpUrtini posu in the Ministry with 
Tudeh member* and sympathisers 

A r ier tnc attempt on the Shah's life of 4ih Febru- 
J: y, 1944, he wa> reported to have mien refuge in 
the Ru^ian Embassy. Sentuaced to death 
May 1949 for actions hostile to the constitutional 
monarchy. 

Completely unscrupulous and reported to be j per¬ 
fect ioti| for the Ru-v-iuns. An accomplished public 
spei’iCf- 

1110 . kup*1» Sftdiq. Major-Ceoml (SwSashgiirj 

Born m Tabriz about IS'Ll Educated in Persia 
and Constantinople- Originally an artillery officer; 
6u! joined the gendarmerie in 1911. Was with the 
Turk* when they approached Himadan in 1916* 
(Has the Gallipoli star.i Went to Angora on a con- 
■^rauiluturv mission in 1922 and remained there as 
military attache til! 1924, On the staff of the General 
OfficerCommanding, North-West Division, in 1924. 
Chief of Police in 1924. In temporary command of 
the air force in 1931. Liaison officer with the trait 
forces in the operations j gainst J a afar Sultan 1931 32, 
Head of the Conscript ion" Department 1934. Accom¬ 
panied the Shah on bis journey to Turkey in 1934. 

Governor of Rizaiyeh in 1941, but retired thence 
in a Ljrcjt hurry when the town was threatened with 
insurrection by Kurds and Assyrians in March 1 942 
Suspected of complicity in Lhe Zahreh plots. Very 
intimate with the Turkish Ambassador 1943. Arrested 
at the instance of the Allied veeurity authorities 
September 1943, released May 1945 Direct™ of 
Military Tribunal, Tehran,, February 1946. Ap¬ 
pointed Chief of Gendarmerie 1947. 

Energetic and loquacious Ha* a Turkish w 1 itc. 
Neither studious nor profession illy ambitimiH. Shows 
some interest in horse racing. 

He is considered by the American Mission with 
die gendarmerie to be honest and sincere. 

L0L Kura*, Isa iP.sjui 

Born about 3 396, A commissioned officer in the 
South Persian Rifles during ihe 1914-18 war For 
many years .s leading merchant of Tehran, represen¬ 
tative; of Imperial Chemical Industries. Metropolitan 
Vickers. &C Has a branch in London, and his wife 
and children are in England (IW91 Speak* excel¬ 
lent English and is well disposed towards US 
Patriotic "and of strict integrity, Fell into disgrace 
under Rira Nbah through no fault of his own. 
Seems inclined to outer polities and stood for the 
Majlis Tor Tehran 1943 without sUCCea Vice- 
President of Tehran Chamber of Commerce since 
October 1942. Member of Tehran Municipal Council 
1943, Member of board of directors of Iranian Air¬ 
ways 1946, Deputy for Tehran in 15th Majlis. 

One of the wealthiest merchants in Tehran, 

102. Lukmi, shaikh Husain 

Boot about law in Soviet Azerbaijan. Elected 
Deputy for Atdibil tn the 14th MajlU- Owed eUsction 
to Soviet intervene 1011 . Withmit Russian backing 
would have no influence. Noted Tehnn intriguer, 
moh orator and trouble-maker. In 1943 44 was cm- 
pLoved bv the Shah to stir Up trouble against Savy-id 
Zia ud Dm A typical Akhund, venal and double- 
raced Qavim arrested him July 1946, but released 

him in December, , ,, 

Arrested in March 19*3. together with hi* three 
brothers, in connexion with the murder of die 
journal 1 st Muh,irrimed bias udk Su^wqucnlly 


rdstiiJ. Again arrested with hLy brothels after the 
attempted assignation of the Shall 4ih February, 
1949, but again later released. 

10.1. Mansur (RajMbj Ali, C*B,F. (Maafur-ubM^lt) 

Bo:n about iSSff. iiducated in the School of 
PnLtikaJ Science at Tehran. Began hi> career in 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and was employed 
in the Euijlcsh section. He vubsftjuenlly trans¬ 
ferred to the T ribunal section, where he rose to bn 
Director of the Civil Court. Appiimed Director vif 
the English section in 1917. Appointed Under- 
Setretary of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1419, 
and _t’nJcr-Sccrotary at the Ministry of the Interior 
in 192: 1 . Created C U E 1920. Appointed Governor- 
General of Azerbaijan in April 1927, and lield that 
p.tc umiE January 1931. when he was nude Minister 
of the Interior, Transferred to the po>l of Minister 
of Road* and Communications in January 1933, 
Arrested in January 1936 on charges of misappro¬ 
priation aad incompctii.TCd Acquitted August 1936. 
RehabLIitilled as Minister of Industry and Mines 
August L93&. Selected by Riza Shah for the post 
of Prime MtoUter June 1940, ii was to him that the 
ioint Kusso-tirUuh ultimatum was detb ered on 25th 
Augitst. 3 94E. A* the remit of the subsequent even,!* 
he resigned in September 1941. Governor-General 
of Khurasan February 1942, in which po;i he showed 
some energy in collecting wheat, though his admin k- 
traunn . f tiic funds of the shrine laid him open to 
various accusal tons of embezzlement. Recalled from 
Khurasan tn the autumn of l'^. Governor-General. 
Azerbaijan, December l l *-!o Juh 1948. 

Eiecied to the Constituent Assembly from Tehran 
April 1949. President of ihe Council of the 7-Year 
Plan May I949 j 

Mansur i* believed to have made money out of 
the -lie of promotions while at (he Ministry of the 
Interior. During the time he was employed in the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs he was brought into 
contact very frequently with this legation, and wu 
always found lo be friendly and agreeable. A clever 
man, often in the running for the post of Prime 
Minister. Sptfaks French. 

SIM, Murvban, Hr. Ktnarili I \min-ul-Mutkl 

Bom about 1875, at Resht. Stutlied medicine in 
France, and has practiced as an oeulis-E at Tehran 
for about the last forty yean. Visited London in 
connexion with the Constitutional movcrneni in 
l l H)6. Has lud ceteral excursion* into politic--, hat ing 
been Mints ter of Po*N and Telegraphs whenever his 
fellow -citizen. Lite late Sipabdjr. was, in pow er. Presi¬ 
dent of the Iran Club after Jam. a post which hr still 
holds 

t'niversallv hked and respected ^ an honest old 
gentleman. 'Owns a little property tn Reshl, htn h 
not rich, and still practic'd up to his appointment 
as Minister of Public Health under Oavam-pi- 
Saltanch in 1942. He resigned from that ps>si in 
December 1942. l ook j, prominent part in super¬ 
vising the Tehran elections December 1943. President 
of the Anti-Narcotic League January 1944 Minister 
of Health in Hakirtiis Cabinet May I‘•■'45, 

Benevolent anJ agreeable manner. Speaks French 

10$. MaVud. Alibur (S.iriui-ud-lljuLtu 

Bom I^8-5. Eighth, and second surviving, son of 
Mis'ud Mirza Zill-us-Sulian, wn of Na ir-ud-Din 
Shah. Was early recognised a* one of the mint 
intelligent of the ZlIIs fourteen son*, and now has 
succeeded lo the major part of hi* father'* inheri¬ 
tance. Minister of Public Works and Commerce 
1915. Minister for Foreign Adairs 1916. Governor 
of Isfahan in 19|7, Minister of Finance in Vusuq- 
ud-DauklFs Cabinet of 1419: one of the triumvurate 
who arranged the abortive Anglo-Persian Treaty of 
1420: Governor of Kermanshah and Hamaddn in 
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November 1920, Governor-General pi Fir? 1922-23. 
and again in 1929, Arrested shortly after the fall of 
Firuz Mirza in E92 e l, and kept unde/surveillance nor 
Tehran for several months. Thereafter lived quietly 
ifi Tehran rill 1932. when he w r as allowed to return lo 
his vast properties in and around Isfahan. 

Killed hi* own mother j[ hi* father** instigation 
on a point of honour In 1906. 1 ie seems to have lived 
down the odium of litis deed. His been several times 
to Europe and has visited England. Speak* English 
and French fluently and is pleasant-maTinered,. clever 
and intelligent. The two-fold stigma of being pro- 
British and a Qaj .1 r prevented him coming back to 
power during the regime nf Riza Slialt. At (he fall 
of Ri/a Shah he at first continued aloof from public 
affairs, though he kept in touch with what was going 
on. He has now become the unofficial controller of 
almost everything in Isfahan, displaying commend¬ 
able initiative- in supporting such improvement pro¬ 
jects 4 $ the Kubring tunnel and Lhe thermal power 
station in Isfahan, He tak;* a great pride in hi- 
mcdcl village at Asgharabad. near Isfahan, and may 
very easily have a part to play in shaping Persia's 
future in the neat Few year*, Has one surviving son 
and two daughters A famous hunter. 

L on good term* with the present Royal Family 
and accommodates member* .if it when they visit 
Isfahan, ! He was the twenty-fourth person to see the 
Shah after the attentat and gave a targe sunt of money 
to the I ru peri at Social Services a* a thanksgiving for 
the Shah's deliverance.) 

Headed the poll from Isfahan m ihe deetiom to 
the Constituent Assembly April i y 49, 

106. .MiiVudi, Abhai 

Born in 1895 in Tehran. Educated in Tehran, 
and for a year in France A journalist by profession 
and by nature. Proprietor with his hroiher. Jamal 
Ma\‘udi. of one of the two principal vernacular daily 
papers in Tehran (ihe fttlk at) and or the French 
daily paper l&urnat „v Teheran. He aocorn pail sod liie 
present Shall, when Crown Prince, to Iraq. Syria and 
Egypt on hir, wedding tour a* press rcpre.-.crttaiivc. and 
kept the lehran pro** supplied with a .stream uf 
accounts of (he Prince'* doing.*, in that quasi-religious 
style that alone was permitted to Persians when 
speaking of their mimafchy. A Deputy in the llth. 
13th. ]3ih and 14th Majloc* 

In the I3t5) Majlis came out strongly in opposition 
to Oasani-u.v-Sal(Ulrteh, being severely beaten by some 
of hi* opponents in the riots of ihe Rth December, 
]943. Visited Palestine and Egypt in May June 
1943. Appointed Director of Iran Airways Decem¬ 
ber l' : 44. Visited United State* in April I445 + as 
one of several representatives of the Tehran pres* 
invited by the American Government Covered the 
G.S O. meetings in London in early 1946 as unofficial 
representative of the Persian press Returned from 
America August 1947 and look ocer direction of 
IttHrf at. 

Electfti ro t5lti Majlis far Tehran which he alst? 
represented in Constituent Assembly April 1949 

10 ?. 5tarin-l>afrari. D t. Ahmud 

Born in Tehran lft4S. A nephew of Dr. Muoddic]. 
whose daughter he Ira* married Educated in 
Tehran, partly at the American College Entered 
die Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1418, Persian 
secretary to the German Legation in Tehran 1920-23. 
Returned lo the Ministry for Foreign Affair* 1923-27 
Joined the Ministry of Justice in 1927 ami appointed 
Attorney-General of the Court of Appeal .4em to 
Europe by the Ministry of Justice in 1429 to lake up 
an advanced course of law* during which he studied 
in Germany, and for a time wts -.wom tn a.s a judge 
in a German court. Obtained a degree a* doctor of 
law Returned to Persia 1 Pircctor-Girneral of 
the Ministry of Justice 1932 Acting Minister of 
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Justice when Dilvar was jwjv a« Geneva in IA33. 
Under-.Secretary at [he Ministry of Justice 19J4. 
ReprciCLiicd Persia je the International Law Confer¬ 
ence EtciJ its Berlin in I'*35. Minister of Justice 1936 , 
Member oi the mission to Egypt for the Crown 
Prince's marriage February-April 1914 . Prime 
Minuter October 193'J. 

Appc ■ red pro-Cernian in various negotiations 
whik 1 Prime Minister and was forced by Ri*a Shah 
to resign in June 1940 but in this may wdJ have been 
scapegoat for the Shah.. In 1943 w;t$ evidently hoping 
to re-enter the political arc-i-i. Antsied as a suspect 
June 194 3 bm soon released Minister '■vnliont Port¬ 
folio in Oavani's Cabinet February I94fr. 

Stood. UrtsuceesviutSy, as candidate for Tehran in 
elections Tor 15ib Majlis, but was elected from Khiav. 
An active member of the Opposition which defeated 
Qjvani-u^Sulcaneh in December 1948 

Speaks French and German, and little English; 
he has travelled In England. A very hard-working 
and conscientious official always ver v helpful when 
approached. A good speaker, w iih a thorough know¬ 
ledge of total legal admiiiisty.ation- 

lf>H. .Misbnh-FuEinil, AM N»t|i 

Born about IS98. Related to Irnad-us-Saltanch 
(Mibdi Pali mi) of the well known Isfahan family* 
though n«ff related (he siy.ff to Saifpur Fatimi and 
hiv brothers Has hud a career under the Ministry 
of she Interior, in various pests mid inspection duties. 
Vice-Governor of Isfahan 1925, Governor-General 
of Kim/idari in i"4H and Main in 1943- Has 
remained so, despite numerous intrigue* to haw him 
removed. 

Speaks English and French, {*eLh on well with 
the authentic* of the Anghvlraniau Oil Company 
with whom he eo-operuteJ satisfactorily durine tlie 
labour troubles of the summer of 

Id?. VlEfbahmlelu Dr. Mustafa 

Owner of the newspaper Kaihtin* Head of Press 
and Propaganda Department June 1943 He was the 
Shah's candidate foi Bandar Abbas in the 14(h Mail is 
election*. but wu-. not successful. He was., however, 
elected from that constituency to the tfhb Majlis and 
also represented it in the Cnnsiitusil Assembly April 

im 

Speaks English and French. 

IV). Mu a/id, Mils' ild 

Born about 1890. Educated in the School of 
Political Science it Tehran Entered the service of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and served in eer- 
lair. Russian pm sty. also Trebi/Oild, A personal 
friend of Ba^ir Ka/.iitii who. when Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in 1934. appointed Mu wad head of 
the second political section of the Ministry which 
deals with Russia. Consul-General at Herat In 1937. 
Head the Consular Department of ihe Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs November 1937. Counsellor. 
Angora, November ITg. 

Returned to Ministry for Foreign Attain about 
1*40 and in 19-16 became the head of the Consular 
and Passport Department 

Persian Government representative ai Beirut 
January 1944 with the runt of minister plenipo¬ 
tentiary. Withdrawn end of 1 946, Appointed 
Director General, Mini*m for Foreign Affair*. March 
im 

A somewhai dried-up individual Speaks Russj.in 
and French 

111 . Muqadduttl. Hasan, CArtertil (Siidushi'^rt 

Born about 1890. Commanded at Mahabad in 
1924 General Officer Commanding, North-West 
Division, December 1929 General Officer Com 
minding. Kurdistan Division, at Stnpeh 1936, When 
in KurSislani had a regulation for efficiency and 


energy U as ihe undisputed ruler of the Province of 
Kurdistan from 1938 to 1941. General Office - 1 in. 
toj 11 :iirtj of the troops ifi the West when the Rvsso- 
British invasion look place in 1941. and after Inndlinig 
over to the invading forces retired to Tehran. 

Being an old friend of Rista Shah 3ic was retained 
m the army and t»i June 1942 was made Governor' 
General of Azerbaijan c 1 31 August 1443. Ministry of 
War Inspector. June 1445, but retired swm after. 

Muqaddam give*. ihe impression of being » clever 
though cautious old soldier, unable to resist the 
(cm pi at ton to make money whenever possible Hu 
daughter is married tn Riza Qavam, son of Oavani- 
ul-Miilk- 

112, Muijbil. Ahmad 

Appointed Under-Secretary at Ministry of Finance 
in February 1944 hut resigned in September 1944. 
A member of the Supreme Economic Council April 
[945, and in August [945 was sent in United 
Kingdom. France and Untied States to study 
economic and limmd&l affairs. Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture under Sa'id November 1948- 

Quict and friendly Nut a prepossessing. person¬ 
ality and lacks drive. Is co-operative, and B.M.F..O. 
adviser* have found him helpful, Roth he and his. 
wife know IsttSe English but speak fluent French, 

3 13. Atusaddiq, Dr. Muhammad |Mutaddiq-us- 
Sbltuneh) 

Born about 1885: a nephew of Finnan Farms, 
Has -.tudicJ lass in Puri- to a certain extent and 
posts as a jurist- Appointed Governor-General of 
Ears m 192a Appointed Minister of Finance in June 
192!. and sought ami obtained authority from Parlia¬ 
ment to purge and reform [hat Ministry. However, 
during Ins sit months' tenure of llial portfolio he 
designed indiscriminately the good with the Fad. and 
at the’cud the organisation was worse than before, 
av he proved himself entirely incapable of making 
reforms. Appointed Governor-General or Azerbaijan 
iiL [922, and in 1923 became Minister for Foreign 
Affairs for a period of four months. Fleeted Deputy 
tn the 4th, 5th and fith terms of the Majlis from 
Tehran Owing 6s' his opposition to the Government 
in ihe 6ih tc:m. steps were taken to prevent his 
election to the 7th Majlis. 

Imprisoned and otherwise >'l-treated by RizaShah. 
he spent the last few years of Riza's reign in a tillage 
near Tehran Headed Use poll in the Tehran v!ev¬ 
il on-. in i L, 44. Tried unsuccessfully to unseat Sayyiff 
/An, 

Sponsored the Oil Law of December 1944 pro¬ 
hibiting the grant of any oil concession until after 
the departure of all foreign ircwiph from Persia, Made 
a determined effort to be re-elected to 35th Mnjli* 
but, though he obtained a larae number of votes, was 
defeated by the candidates of ihe Iran Denrocrat 
Parly. A demagogue, 

114, Muvavlzudeh* AH kkhar 

PrcHidenl of Provincial Hiy.li Court of Ustins i 
am! 2 in Nfay 1942. Was suspected or pro-Asw 
activities in World War 11 and wav interned by the 
British and released in July l'M5, Was not a 
prominent fifth cnltimrusi and is said, by the Minister 
of War. to hear the British no ill-wit! for having been 
interned. Member of delegation under Muzaffar 
Finxz which went to Tabriz in 1946 to announce 
agreement between Central Government and Demo¬ 
crats, Member of Oavam-uvSaliflneh‘s Democrat 
Party of Iran 1946 Member of Elections Supervisory 
Council 1946 . Appointed Governor-General of 
Tehran in October 1946. but did net lake up Lbc 
appointment owing to his inchtdon in On van-us- 
Saltnneh s Cabin el of October 1946 as Minuter of 
Justice, 



Dropped from Cabinet in June 19-17 and appointed 
Governor General oJ J chran. Relieved .ff this 
appcun-lmcru in Januar; 1948. 

f!5. Mu^huvir, Dr, l irluilub 

Kofirtcrly an impertor in ihc Agricultural Bank, he 
has been associated with ihe Piunnmi: Organisatuiii 
since il$ inccptinn and became a foundation member 
of the Council ot :ric 7-Year Plan Mas 1949, 

Said ui be capable and intelligent 
Speaks French fluently, and English. 

116, Mu'tamidi. At; 

Born about 18Q7 HmereJ the ierviee of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affair aboyi | 9 jn. Served 
abroad as secretary at various posts; charge d'affaires 
at Rome Lu 1933. Head of the Third Political Depart¬ 
ment oi (tic Ministry [which dealt wiih iJrilish afwirs) 
in 1934 jnd 1935. Tran&fcrred to Jircci the First 
Political Depaitmcnt June 1936. Hard-working and 
intelligent: a good i>pe of the younger school'who 
showed himself reasonable and conscientious in deal- 
mg with our affairs In the Ministry'. Head of rhe 
Department of Registration of Land and Documents 
ait'Tv the Mirtisto of Justice March MUs When 
(he Minister oJ Ju-tke (Martin-bafuril wav nude 
Fnm* Minister in October I939 t lie took Mu'bmiidi 
wiffi him ns Private Secretary 
Married the sister of Ghulum Ali Kbajeh-Nuri 
Private Secretto the Prime Minister in Suhaili's 
Cabinet of (942, and became Minister of Foso, and 
Telegraphs for a feu days at the end of Oavam-us 
Salianehs Cabinet February 1943. Wj>. jfsO in 
charge of the Road rranspbrt Board in E942 and 
l LJ J3, Appointed Cort-iul-GeneraI at Delhi Jiffy 1943 . 
Member or Advisors Council of Anglo-Persian 
lastdute 1943. 

Became first Persian Ambassador to India 1947. 
Appoimied tn HakimiA Cabinet as Minister of Roads 
and Communkttlocs Jattltary I94S but did not accept 
office. Also refused HazhirN offer of officer June 
!94S. Resigned hR ambassadorship \ a November 
I c -t7 as a protest against comJtlkms in Persia 
Himesc, Speaks French. Iiulun and a little English. 

1L7. Valravi. Tflqi (Munz/iz-ud-EhniEeh 1 

Bom in Tehran LSS2. Joined the Mmiitn for 
foreign Adairs in IHW, t orwul at Batum "|*XiS. 
Consul at ^shkatauj l'>i 0 Ear^uoar [Government 
ageflt) nt Meshed in 1912 C’onsul-general at Tifljs 
11,]ir ’ 21 - Hus served c*nsulye;itf.uJ in India. 
MinisECf for Foreign Alffurs for two months m Sayvid 
'/A'd\ Cabinet of 1921. Consul general in Svrij I93t>, 
M in i ster in I ra q 1931 -32. A ppoi nied prcsidcn t of ih e 
Iran-Soviet Caspian Sea Fisheries Company ] 
Mirawer at Bru^eK August 1937. Recalled Angus? 
I93S. 

HtsiiJ of the Caspian l ishcric* Board aeam |440. 

A difficult post which be 'seemed to occupy with ■‘ome 
Micecss. us he knows Rus- iris well am! was often able 
to frustrate, by n little diplomacy, t'ic Russian plans 
to gain complete control tff' that umkrtaking. 
Appointed minuter at Lisbon October 1944, bui did 
not prtxieed as the plans to open a legation ibere fell 
through. In November 1946 left the Caspian 
Fisheries in become minister at Prague. 

A corpulent link min, spaking Preach, Russian 
and Encltsh. Was well in with Taimurtesh, but sur¬ 
vived ihc iattprh full Suspected of imking irregular 
use of customs privilege while employed abroad 
Quite a well-disposed person, though iwl cicecditielv 
mtelligcRt 

U9. \atisi, Ilahiln 

Age ulioui 4 C>. Son of Dr Muadib-ud-Daukh. 
Educated Toulouse Ufiocrsity and Paris, qualifying 
as an engineer Complete,! practical training in’the 
United States fthree years 1 . CiechoJovakia and Ger¬ 


many. Qn return to Persia was employed as a 
technical expert in the administration and manage¬ 
ment of Slate lactones and wan for a lime director 
of the Tehran Small Arms Factory. Then employed 
as Director-General m the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce where he became increasingly Interested 
in social problems ami employment conditions. He 
drafted Eric UrsE Persian Labour Law approved by 
the Council of Ministers in May 1946 Was 
appointed L.iuler-Secretary of the newly-formed 
Ministry of Labour and Propaganda, to which 
labour functions previously performed by Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce were transferred 10 Ma-. 
1946. In 1947 succeeded in separating propaganda 
functions from Ministry of Labour, ft wa-. almost 
eniirdj due to his enthusiastic and insistent efforts 
that the Labour L.ia was finally approved by forma! 
vote of the 15tb Majlis in June 

He shows 3 wide interest in social services, wbctiiet 
or nni within the ofiktnl scope of his Ministry: in 
[94S he ustablisbcd an eupcfinlental (ruide training 
centre in Tehran, he works hard for the Royal 
Organisation Tor Social Services, jmd he has inspired 
an embryonic co-nperaide movement in E’crsia 

He lias paid numerous visits to Europe, io London 
in 1945 to stuffy toe lrganisatton of the British 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, am! io 
Inumhiiotial Latsour Organisation Conferences in 
Ra riii i 1 945 1 . Geneva i 194 7 \ Gc neve f 1949y a great 
admirer of British achievements in social and labour 
spheres, and pro-British in so iar as thi> doc- not 
conflict with hri strong nationalism Extremely hard 
working, conscientious, anil apparently honest- bv 
f'criuin, standard* he is a pax'r man, ’Through bis 
late father who was in charge of the SluilTs educa¬ 
tion, and his second w ife who was a lady-in-wailing 
to Princess A-hraf. Nifisi lias close eontifct with the 
Royal Family. 

His first wife, by whom he has a son born about 
J LJ| 42 and now at school in Switzerland, was drowned 
ac Geneva in E947. In 1948 he married the ntccc 
of Mustafa Adi (Mansur-us-Saltanebl. 

Speaks fluent Fiench and Fnclish. 

119. Naffsi. ILtvan [Musharraf-ud-Dauk h) 

third wn of the late Dr. Nazim-uLAtibba. Boot 
in Tehran 3N ! 6, [,dtreate-J m Pei>ia and went to 

France in 19iH, whc c he ^jafftiated from the 
Lyciie Henri IV. Returned to Persia in 1914 and 
joined ihc Ministry of Finance Qn ihc siafl of 
that Ministry 1 ill F92I, when he was appointed 
Direct.., iht- I .-pection Dejiarirtieui of the 
Tehran Mumdpa% L,C'6 fer France in 1922. where 
lie studied law for twj year? Obi a me. I the degree 
of doctor of bw ffi*ni the \ niversiiy of Paris, and the 
diploma of the School of Pol meal Science. Ret urn od 
m the Ministry . .f EioirtCc For two vears in 1 c i25. 
Assistant t<. the proemru: general of ihe C>«rt of 
Appeal in l‘ J 2“. anJ in 1 ,; 28 presidem of ilit Tribunal 
<if Commerce. Joined the vtaiT the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company kgnl adviser in l'J2S Visited 
London 1929. Left the company's service in |9to, 
and set up private practice as an advocate in EDO; 
but remained the company s Dwyer. Has one of the 
bssi legal pmciiccs in Tehran \Tsiieff London aettn 
in 193a and 1935. 

Minister of Finance in Furughi's Cabinet |941, and 
did good work in the difficult task of reconstructing 
the Country" 1 finances mi a new basis. Resigned with 
ibm t 'jbmci early in [942, Persian Government 
representative to International Bank in I94& 
Appointed FtnartckJ Adviser to (he Prime Minister 
umier Gaviim-us-SnUtueh autumn 6 4a 47 and diarycd 
with preparation of preliminary report on Seven-Year 
Plm. Within one month produced report which w-as 
ba*;is of mibsequeni leglslstion. Post n Financial 
Adviser abolished January B^48 H but he rcmaineil 
chnlnrim of Provisional Planning Authority until 
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the end of the year when He resigned after disagreeing 
with Sa'id's Cabinet over ihe stalling of the Planning 
Authority. Was appointed Member of the Council of 
the Seven- Year Plan May 1949 . 

Married ihe daughter of Anun-utTD&uleh in 193L 
Speaks English and French. A very sensible mart, 
with a sound knowledge of local and French Jaw; 
has been very hdpfut on many occasions to this 
embassy on legal points. 

i:o. Nifid. Said 

Second son of the late Dr. Nazim-ul-Allbha. Bora 
;q Tehran IS 93 . Educated in PcrsEa and later in 
Frame Returned to Persia in 1911. and was em¬ 
ployed in the Ministry of the Interior. Transferred 
to the Ministry of Public Work-- in where he 

held different posts till 1927. Since then has been 
professor of the Persian language and literature in 
various schools Hi> also done a good deal of 
journalism for the fitila'at, the Jvuma dr Vikertm 
and other newspapers, Was also active in promoting: 
the (ml Persian cinema film. Has a great reputation 
as a prose w-riier. Author of a life or Lhc poet Rudaki, 
and of a French-Peru an dictionary. Published some 
violently anti-British a nicks in the local press when 
the P'Arey Concession was cancelled. Has a certain 
knowledge of lhc Pahlavi Language, A member of 
the Iranian Academy (FarhangiHan), 

A scholar of sorts and an active propagandist of 
pro-R uisian view-. Visited Moscow in autumn of 
1941 

Prominent m the Somci-I ranian Cultural Society. 

121. Najm. Abul-<kasim 

Bom in Tehran |*M, Son of the late Najm-ul- 
Mulk. a noted astronomer. 

Educated at the School for Political Sdenec at 
Tehran. Entered the service of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in ] L >li. Chief accountant; at the 
Ministry 1920-24, and again from 1926-2$. Trans¬ 
ferred to the Ministry of Finance,, and appointed 
DirtxUvr-Gcner.il there in 1930. Under-Secretary’ to 
that Mi nisi rs in 1953. |n November of that year 
appointed minister to Germany. Minister in Tokyo 
early I WO; recalled on rupture of relations 1942. 
Saia to have evprc-scd admiration for Japanese 
methods- Ambassador a! Kahul 1943-45, 

His Majesty's Minister, Kabul, reported that he uflks 
friendly hut ineffective, his co-operation with His 
Majesty's Legation being adequate but no more, 
Understands English tolerably well. Minister in the 
short-lived HaXimi Government in the summer of 
1045 hut had not left Kabul when that Government 
fell. Minister for Foreign Affairs, in Hakuni's 
Cabinet of November 194 V He did his bevt to deal 
with ihe Azerbaijan crisis but the difficulties were too 
great for him. 

Minister of Finance in Hakimi’s Cabinet Decem¬ 
ber 1947-June 194$, Member of the Council of ihe 
Seven-Year Plan May 1 94*4 

122 , Vakba'r. Muhammad 

Bom about 1902. Educated in Persia; speaks 

French. 

Secretary of the Persian Legation in Brussels from 
l« 2 S fw some yean, and then remained in Belgium 
leaching Persian. Also studied law, ami eventually 
relumed to Persia to join the National Bank as head 
pf jvs legal department, Later transferred to the 
Ministry of Finance as private secretary lo ihe 
M mirier (General Amirkhusmvih 1^41 became 
, -csidcni of ihe Exchange Commission. At the end 
of 1 943 private secretary to the Prune Minister 
tSuhaihi Ha* visited England. and hi* ihciis for his 
doctorate was a donation on Le Fitfoh en l rim 

In autumn 1943 helped to organise Government 
Employees’ and Tenants’ Association. President of 
Association of Iranian graduates of Belgian Universi- 
tks. 


Minister of Commerce in Su'id’s reconstituted 
Cabinet of August 1944. Minister of Agriculture in 
Sadr’s Government in 1945 

Capable, intelligent and weii-disposed towards us. 
Brother of Dr, Him in Quds. Brother-in-law of 
Najm. 

123. Nakhjnuiu Ahmad, Major-General (SortashgOr) 

Bom at Tehran about 1893. The son of an 
emigrant from Nakhchivan. in the Caucasus. 
Educated in Persia and France, Entered the 
Cos sack. Division School in 1910. Commissioned 
rrt the cavalry in 19 1 3. E’-rom 1913 to 1920 served 
in Azerbaijan, Kurdistan and Gitau. At Qa^vin 
in I92ff he became a supporter of RLza Shah and 
joined him for the coup tT£fal, In 1922 sent to 
Fr.mec for a three years' course in Flying, In 
returning to Persia in 1926 he flew- all ihe way 
from Paris to Tehran. Director of the Air Force 
in 1 927. Suspended from duty add reinstated three 
times during t9Mk-32. Commanded the air force 
again from 1933 id the end of 1936, Was considered 
[he best Persian pilot. Employed in the Ministry 
of War early Ln 1937. Under-Seactarv for War 
in 1938, and"virtually Minister, owing to prolonged 
vacancy in ih-n appointment. Acting Minister of 
War throughout the latter part of 1938 and the 
whole of 1939 and 1940. Imprisoned and nearly 
executed by Riza Shah in a til iff rage during the 
attack On Per^a in September 3941 Minister for 
War in FurughFs Cabinet 1941-41 Not employed 
in official posts since then; he has had trouble 
with one eye. Proposed as Military Attache in 
London but'did not proceed. Appointed Head of 
the Air Force in the early summer of 1944, Paid 
a formal visit to United Kingdom ;n November 
1944 in connexion with schemes to train the Persian 
Air Force on Hurricanes- but was promptly 
replaced by another officer. Subsequently visited 
America, Appointed Inspector-General of Army in 
1945. Transferred General Staff April 1946. in 
business 1949. 

Speaks French and Russian. A gambler, not very 
interested in politic*. A patriotic and fairly depend¬ 
able person, well-disposed to m and honest, 

124. Nnkbjfrda, Muhammad (Amir M»v«*»qX 

Grttecal (Slpahbudl 

Born at Tehran about iRST His father was an 
officer in the Cossack Brigade. Educated partly in 
the Ris- i.iit Military School at Tillis. On his rclum 
to Persia lie joined the Cossack Brigade- Director 
of the Military Academy at Tehran in 19.-. as a 
reward for lovahv to Kii,i Shah, he bad previously 
been engaged in the fighting in Gitan with the 
Bolshevik* and Kuchik Khan, In 1928 appointed 
Acting Chief of the General Staff Acting Minister 
of War in August 1934: attained the rank of Amur 
Lithh" ir in |9J5- Relieved of his functions us Acting 
Minister in April 1936. Head of the Persian Staff 
College 3942, 

An excetttmglv stupid, fat man, who appears to 
ewe his high appointments to i habit of carrying 
out orders' with no comment : never holding any 
opinion of Ins own. he never went fur wrong, and 
finallv fell simplv from the fact that hi* Stupidity 
got on bis royal master's nerves Very susceptible to 

Battery. . ., , 

Speaks Russian. French, German and a little 

English. 

115. Naur, S*wid Ali 

Born Tehran about 1890* of a wcil-ktjowh family 
of Sayyidt, one of whom was irfavtiwrted while 
serving in the Finance Ministry in 1924. A Govern¬ 
ment servant whose career bus been mostly in the 
Finance Department, under which he has served in 
Khuzhtun and on various inspection duties. 
Ministry of the Interior as Assistant 1943, and was 


in charge of the Ministry on the departure of 
Tadayy m in December 1943. Appointed Minister 
to China January 1944.. Promoted Ambassador 
when stains of Legation was changed to that of in 
Embassy in February 1945. Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs under Oavam Junc-Septcmber 1947. 
Ambassador at Karachi March 1949. 

One of LJ]c moving spirits in the Persian repertory 
theatre ai_ Tehran: in ho youth he wj- an actor, and 
Ilis [ranslated and adapted for the Persian stage a 
number of foreign plays, including those of Moli&c, 
Speaks French, 

126. Nhjt, Taqi 

Born c. 1909. 

W'us chief iif the economic section of Ministry 
of Finance before bccaitttng che head of the 
Agricultural Bank. In 1041 went to United States 
an Ministry of Finance delegate on a permanent 
Persian trade and fmaiiee mission in Washington. 
Was deputy Persian representative first on the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund and later at the Inter- 
national Bank, Recently hai been working in the 
United States, wuh a Persian-American trading 
group. In the past eieht years be has spent very 
lildc time m i'ersia, Appointed exccutivL.- director 
of Seven-Year Plan May 1949. 

He is a dose friend of Prince Abdur Riza whom 
he assi'ileJ mhi- studies in the United Slates Ik is 
keen, intelligent and adaptable. 

127, Vsojb, SatiniLili 

Born about 1S93, 

Educated in France. 

Formerly Diroctor-Gencra] of Census and Civil 
Registration Department, he became j member of 
the Economic Advisory Committee April |945. 
Governor-General of Maaanderaii in September 194 ? 
and ayaifl in February 1949, In between these two 
appointmirtts be returned to the Census and Civil 
Registration Department. 

Speaks fluent French. 

i2«, Mkpay, Izaa (Azi/ullaiii 

Bom in IM%. Educated by the Church Mission- 
iiry Stvricty .it Isfahan and at the American College 
in Tehran. Speaks English and French. Started 
his career in the Ministry of Finance. Director of a 
large and important mill in Isfahan. Governor of 
KcrmnnsMi in 19411-41, Represented factory 
owner? at International Ioibtiur Conference in Paris 
October I'Jj? Governor-General of Kennanshab 
May t946 when he set himself almost unreserved! v 
the task of promoting Government interests in face 
of increasing Tudeh displeasure. Until the time of 
his recall to Tehran, he resolutely pursued his policy 
of strengthening Right-wing opposition to the Tudeh.. 
and where un^urmoun.table opposition was not 
encountered, he directed local affairs wiih cMinpLary 
ethciency, Political Under-Secretary and Assistant 
to the Prime Minister. Oav.im-us-Salianeh, in Julv 
194*: granted Ministerial rank September 1946 and 
Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones under 
Qtvam-uv-Salianeh in Ociobcr | 94 r» Resigned 
December ]94fi lo become a candidate for Isfahan in 
the elections for the 15th \J*jlL: was elected and 
thereafter rcappornted Minister. Dropped from the 
Cabinet irt Junu 1947. 

A zealous administrator anil frankly pro-British. 
Picasant-spok.cn and Intelligent An intriguer, not 
entirely honest, bui thrifty and capable. Appears to 
be enlightened dn matters regarding relation* of 
employer and employee, 

129. Nurzad. dluhirri ki;a 

Sorn in Tehran about I8R0, Educated in Tehran. 
Entered ihe service iff the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs in 1905 and held different posts in various 
consulates in Russia. First secretary of the Embassy 
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at Moscow in 1922. Counsellor there in 1924, and 
later Charge d'AiLures, Chief of a section at the 
Ministry 1929. Consul-general at Delhi 1933. Head 
of ihe Consular Department, Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. November 1938, 

Consul-general at Istanbul May ]94|, Recalled 
July 1943 and appointed head of (he International 
Relations Department in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs Movembor 1943, Transferred to the Court 
1944. On cnmmtttbe iff Rtisso-Persian Cultural 
Re hi [ions Society 1944 

■Speaks French and Russian, as well as a certain 
amount of Eu#sh. A rather long-winded person, 
but t]uile harmless. 

130. Ihdihm. Muhammad Kiza Shah 

The eldest son of Riza Shah by the daughter or 
lairnur Khan, this lady wa* the e\-Shahs chief 
ooa^orl and was fcfiOWn as the 14 Matikeh." 

Born on 3oih October, i ‘19. and proclaimed 
Valiabd. or hdr-apparefiL on 1st January. 1926, 
Educated in Tehran under tutors at first, and then 
in Switzerland at La Rosev, under the direction iff 
Dr. Mus dab Nafisi. Returned to Persia in the 
spring of 1936. Speaks excellent French and good 
English. 

Betrothed in June 19J8 and mairicd Princess 
F iuCich, sister of King l-arouk of liuy pi. at Cairo on 
Izsh March, 19J9, The marria:c Wj,'s preceded bv a 
'cry pompous journey through Ira 4 . Syria and 
pSyP*- ^? c principal wedding festivities took place 
-ii re.ira.ji in April, the couple’s arrival, and were 
attended by delegations from many countries, 
including the Earl iff AeMoqc and Her Royal Higls- 
r 1 ^ Princess Alice, lhc Duke of Spoletu and 
General Weygand. The only offspring i» one 
daughter, Shahnoz, \\a™ in 1940. Oueeii Fauridl 
left for Egypt in 1945 and never returned- Her 
divorce by mutual consent from the Shall was 
announced on 19th November, 194S, and attributed 
to the tael tint her health did not per mit her to live 
in Persia, 

Muhammad Raza succeeded to the throne on the 
abdieutiofli ol his father in September 194 1 , l n tiie 
early years of hi> reign he took little pan in public 
affairs although he '. 1 ^ alleged to interest himself 
m public appointments. The tirat sign of his inten¬ 
tion ii? evert Si in influence in Slate mu iters appeared 
m 1^46 when he conceived a strong antipathy to 
Oavam. Eventually it wav due to hia active imer- 
v ecu ton that Qavam fell from power at the end of 
] 947, 

Hiv private visit lo Britain in July 1948 was a 
pmsiderable suooeSs and he created a cood 
tmpression. 

On ihe 4tfi February (15 Bahmarri 1949 an 
attempt was made on the Shah’s life. His escape 
was miraculous and created a profound impression” 
Ihe Shahs bearing on this occasion greatly enhanced 
Jus prewoge He then decided lo introduce the 
constitutional reforms which he had been contem- 
- being for over a year and le which he considered 
(he primary remedy for the country's deplorable 
condition lay. 

The Shah is well-informed, intelligent and 
courageous Afihou^i he has not the fanaefufoess 
of has father, whom he greatly admires, he is deter¬ 
mined to do his best for his country, and with the 

E roimve of increased constitutional powers it j s to 
e hoped that he wilt develop 3 greater sdf- 
conlidenec and more balanced judgmeni Hi* 
greater weakness is hii inability to select wise 
counsellor snd hi* rtadiuess to listen to the advice 
tit ihe first-comcr. including some worthier 
adventurer; He is susceptible to (he influence of 
his twin sister. Princess Ashraf, and in a dunmishin s 
decree to (hat of his mother, who 15 said to make a 
practice of comparing him unfavourably with hk 
autocratic father. 
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In spile ol reports to the contrary. thir Shah is. 
neither ■.iciou'- n or particularly interested in money* 
Indeed, since his accession he 3ms in the hope of 
ben-cliting hb. people freely expended much oF the 
vast fortune amassed by fifo fatiier. Hr u a keen 
aIIaround sportsman and a good amateur pilot. He 
il tlyO a very hard worker. He has a lively appre¬ 
hension of Soviet designs, and ls inclined to be 
irritated by American ineptitude At the lime of 
writing (June 1949] his sympathies arc almost 
crnharr.iAVngis pro-British, He is still to some 
extent torn between a partiality for liberal institutions 
-and methods, which is no doubt the product of his 
Swiss education, a no an ardent desire to transform 
the economy of this corrupt and backward country. 
It remains to he seen whether His Majesty will 
develop the patience and judgment necessary for his 
purpose, or whether, under pressure of events, he 
will ci,eiHiiiI|y folkw in (he footsteps of his father. 

13L 1‘atibvi Huy;d Family 

The foliawinc ore recognised members of the 
Fahlavi Royal Fund} :— 

Sorts 

fr} Shahpur All Hira 

Born 1st March, 141! 2, 

H= was scot avniy from Persia soon after b is 
fathers abdication in H4I and remained abroad, 
nominally completing his education, until February 
1948, when he relumed unexpectedly to Tehran. 
Puricig his absence he married a Frenchwoman, but 
Lhc marriage h;sv nof been Officially recognised. He 
iv reported lo be a man of vtotem character and 
to have inherited much of his father's temperamem. 

rii) iShifhpur GhuEani Rfra: 

Born 13th April. 192’ 

He was married in January 1948 to Hunts Alam, 
daughter of Dr. Alum and granddaughter of Vustiq- 
ud-Dauteh. Made a second lieutenant in the army 
m 1947 aftc pissing oui from the Officers 1 ' Training 
College in Tehran. Hits, apparenlly. an amiable dis¬ 
position. 

frill Shahpur Abdul Hi/a 

Born 19th August, E924- 

Ftc returned io Tehran in January 1948 after several 
years ,%i Harvard University He has made a good 
impression on those who Jiave met him. Went to 
L'nlteJ Stales again in FJ48 for medical treatment 
but returned to Persia on the passage through Lhe 
Majlis of the Bit! relating to the Seven-Year Plan of 
the Organisation for which he was appointed 
honorary president May 1744, 

fri| Shahpur Ahmud I*fra 

Born 17th September. 1925. 

Mentally not norm.ik Married to Simin Bahraini 
of Tehran, who bore him a daughter Ufth March, 
1^4^. 

|v) Shahpur Mahmud Ki;:i 

Bmn 3rd October, 192ft, [- now in the Untied 

States. 

.shfltspuf Hamid Kim 

Bom 4th July. 1932, 

An unruly tmy. who ihrcc times ran away from 
ichooi in the Untied States, Finished his schooling 
in I44g and is now in Tehran, but apparently un- 
occupied- 

Ikujjhim- 

til SliahdukM (Prioress) Shims-uFMirik 

Born [ 8th October, (917. 

M.irned, first, Faridun, son of Mahmud Jam; one 
daughter; divorced; second, Muhammad Pahlbud, a 
nun of low origin- 


The Princess i> president of the Red LiOn and Sim 
Society. Hjs travelled in the 1 . nilcd States where; she 
is again at present (June l L M9) r 

(ii| ShiihdukSl AshrufruFMulk 

Bom 24lh October. |9|9, a twin sister of the Shah. 

Married, first, 1937, Ali Q&vam, son oE Qav jm-yl- 
MliIF. divorced 1942: ‘.sue son, Shah-Ram; second, 
AhmiJ Shafiq. ao Egyptian oF good family. who fer 
some time has been Director of Civil Aviation. 

The Princess visited Moscow in 1944) and the 
United States and United Kingdom ir 1447 to study 
social welfare organisiaiion>, 

frii) Slttftdukht Tatimub 

Born about 1929, 

Weill In vchofll III the United Slate'-- Returned |n 
Tehran 1^48, Accompanied princess Shams to the 
Untied State main. May 1949. 

Of tie above, the folio wine are the offering of 
Rira Shahs fifit ‘w ife : • 

Princess Shams. 

PrirtOCrw As hr iif. 

Prince Ali Rfea, 

Etna Shah's second wife was Malikch luran, who 
was iff Qaiar stock an her fathers side. She bore 
Ghulam Riza. but was divorced after three months, 
tin fr ;l 42 she married an obscure merchant in Tehran 
named Zahihullah Malik purl. 

Riza Shah’s third wife was Umat-Ul-Mulk, a Oajar 
Princcv* of the Dan la (shahs family. She bore him 
fruLiT hjods jnd j daughter, r>. 

Prince Abdul Riza, 

Prince Ail mad Riza 

Prince Mahmud Riza. 

Prince Hamid Riza.. 

Princess Fatima. 

\il. I‘,(’- F.n mi. FathuUnh t Amir-i-Arfal 

Rorn about I8K5. First became known as j 
member ot the 2nd Majlis, where it appears thai he 
was the laughing-stock of his colleagues, in 19id 
he ob|.lined the appointment of Persian Consul- 
General in Constantinople. From Constantinople he 
went ti 1 Egypt a-, consul-general, and later became 
Persian Minister there unlit he returned to Tehran 
early in 1925, In 1925 he was appointed Director of 
lhe Russian and Turkish section in the Ministry for 
FofL’i’n Alfa in Appointed Persian Minister in 
Rome in December 1928. Appointed Persian 
Amb.is-idor to the U.S.S.R. in February 3931. Wns 
Hccrcdiied a bo to Finland and Estonia :i> Minister 
in 1932. Recalled from Moscow in February 1934, 
Appointed GiinemooCeneml of Khurasan Novem¬ 
ber 1934. Rccalted ,md brsiught so iefiran under 
arrer.i on various charges of peculation and irregular 
conduct in February PJ42 but was released without 
trial. Appointed ambassador to Italy late 1945. 
Left (o inke up appointment May 194ft.. 

Speaks i ranch nneatly. Has a Russian wife who 
speaks tiueot English, 

I2J. Pimazar^ Hasan 

Born in Tehran atmut L895. Educated in Tehran. 
Entered ihc service of the Ministry for Foreign 
Aliasr ■. I92l». First Secretary in Cairo 1925 C'Fk.ir^c 
d'AfTairei in Cairo 1930. Relumed to Persia 1931, 
Cotwiui y( Bombay 1932. Consul-general al Baku 
! lk 35. Head of the economic section of the Ministry 
fi'r FtsieigEi Alfair> 1941. Promoted Director- 
General 1943. Accompanied Qjvmt-viAillOrtch to 
Moscow February' ! 946, Appointed Under- 
5iecrcl..ify ui (he Ministry for Forci-'ri AiTirirs 
January 1948. Appointed Minister to Yugoslavia 
but has riot yet proceeded. 

Speak;. French and some English. Seems a 
conscientious official. 


EJJ. Fun ali. Abul-Onsim 

Ih.irn in Tehran about IS96. Educated in Tehran 
ui the School of Political Science. Entered the 
ner^i:? of the Ministry for Foreign Adairs in 1921* 
A iud^e in the Foreign Office tribunal from 1922 
[■> 1924, Second secretary at Brussels 1925-27. 
Flo,; scctctary at Rome 1927-30. Transferred to 
lhe Department of Ccuiuuercc in [931 and employed 
ther> ns chief of the import Permits section. In 
193? chief of the Passport and Nationality sPetkai of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs In 1934 appointed 
counsellor H Berlin Consul-gcnaral. Hamburg. 
193S. Head oF Per.sormeE DepartmenL, Ministry for 
Foreign A Hairs, April I9?9. 

Head of the second section of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, which deals with Iraq and Turkey, 
1942, Minister at Berne 1944 .48, 

Married to a tier nun Indy, 

Speaks French, A voluble I it tic rman, who has 
a gfgji idea Of his own importance, and has never 
gone out of his way to L-ive us any lielp. 

135. (Jadimi, Or. IliKiiq 

rFvrji in Tehran [89?. The second son of the Lite 
Asadulbh Qitiimi. Mushir-us-Siltaneh. Educated 
in France, and holds a dOclofrs degree. Attache 
at Paris 193 B 21. His wife h French, At the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1922-23. Secrcur. at 
B-mc and for the League of Nations 1924-28, 
Chief of the League of Nations and I reatv Section 
of the Ministry 3 929-32. Ch-irge d^lttiircs ai 
Sttickliiilrii p.)32. Couitsdlor at Berne |93n, 
Director eff the League of Nations Section of the 
Advisory Department of the Ministry 1937. and of 
the I.gaime i'i Nations Department, when iFku section 
raiscvt M ;i depanment in September 1938, 
Minister at Berne 194 1 —44. Consul-general at 

Quctti since 1944. 

Sp.'iks perfcci E-fL-tsuli. A very efficient mun m 
his job. 

I Mt, Duragurlu. Ali Kiza (Hnba-ul-MutAj 

Born about 1880. Owns property at Hamadan* 
and F- a cousin oF the late Nasir-ul-Mulk. H*s lived 
in Europe for a number of years and is a graduate 
of lhc School of Political Sciences of Pars>. Fleeted 
II' the 4th Majlis as member for Hnuudan 
Appointed Minister oF binanee in 1923, Biough lie 
had he!'.1 no Government office before Resigned in 
April [423, as he found thut lie wmi controlled by 
Di Milispaugb. President of it»c Government 
Supervisor Boord of the National Bonk of Persia 
1929-32. 

Minister of Justice in Ojv.nn-uv-SaltarvchN 
Cabinet of August P>42 l resigned in the following 
Jaiiuiry wiilioui having accomplished anything 
valuable An honest politician, but much too old 
tii learn anything new or useful. Lives in Tehran; 
uved frcuusntly to visit Paris. A ijueer and eccentric 
man, with a reputation for honesty 

137. Qaragu/lu, liu^in Ali 

Second and younger c 1 ! the late Nasir-ul-Mulk, 

Regent of Persia. Born in I9(XI, Hdncated at 
Harrow jind Balliol Colkge, Oxford, Married the 
daughter of Taimurtash in 8931; and divorced her 
in 1935. An attache at the Legation in London 
1931, In die same capacity at Paris 3932. Relumed 
to Tehran at the end of tiiut ;,e.ir. and since 
employed in the Ministry for Foreign Affitira, at first 
in ihc Treaty Department, and from the end of 193ft 
in the Protocol Department transferred to the 
Ministry of Interior nl Lhc end of 1937. 

Resigned from Government service hi 1938 and 
took to chicken farming. After the fall of Riza 
Sh.ifi not employed in Governmeni service until 
Jic became secretary to Dr. MiQspjugfi m the end of 
I °42; and in May 1943 was employed at Court, his 
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brother-in-law, Ala. being Minister of CourL Sull 
engaged there. 

Charming but ineffective; fiis failure to fulfil lm 
, early promise has been a disappointment, hut he is 
a believer in An^lo-Pcrsian co-opera (ion- An 
idealist with a certain intelligence and a reputation 
for honesty. 

Speats perfect English and French. 

LVf, Nii*rM}iin*pizlu, Husain Quli (Amir Ntranil 

FJdm in 3 883. the eldest son of the late Amir 
Ni/am^ A member of iFie Garaguriu family of 
1 famidan and a nephew of ihe late Regeru. Na^ii- 
ul-Mulk. Educated ra England and Austria. 
Fa>sed through the Military Academy at Vienna, 
and served with a commission in "an Austrian 
infantry regiment for three years. Inherited large 
estates from his father in the district of Ham .id an. 
but Owing to hi.N absence in Europe from 1921 In 
l92i these estates have been allowed to deteriorate. 
Wa> appointed Governor of Kermanshnb by Vossu-j 
m 1919, where he was very popular on account of 
Iris honesty and intecriu. Being a rich nun he was 
imprisoned at the lime of the itHtp ttLfai in 1921, 
and made to pas 20.000 tomans as the price of hi> 
rde.ise He was- so disgusted ai this unmerited 
treatment that he left Persia and vowed iie\jr (o 
return. During his stay in Europe he lost htavjh 
at Monte Carlo and Deauville. Taint urtash met hi to 
in Europe in 1928. and persuaded him to return to 
Persia, which he did irt 1929. Appointed Grand 
Master of Ceremonies at the Court in March 1929. 
Scm to Europe cm private business for ihe Shah m 
March 1930 and returned at the end of December. 

A reputation for honesty .saved him from sharing 
his friend TnimurtashV fall Grand Master of 
Court Cercmofltes (Foreign! 1938, Dismissed owing 
lo royal irritability during (he Crown Prince's wed- 
ding celebrations in April 1939. and retired to bis 
estate at Rabud-Rahmig, near Hamadan, 

An extreme*) agree*bk and likeable man, with 
more than a veneer of European culture. Is (he 
luat type of educated Persian, and is noted for bis. 
honesty and integrity. Speaks Hucnilv French. 
German and English. 

ri tremendously rich with ample investments 
abroad. Devotes much time and energy to 
improving the lot of his peasants. Obstinate, bat 
great force of character and persona lit) 11^. great 
influence in Hamadan area where he is looked on 
as experienced, wive and good. Honest, hard work¬ 
ing and pro-British In June [945 hc-que&thtd all 
his lands to his peasants and distributed copies of the 
will among them. Appointed the British Embay.) 
and the Imperial Bonk of Iran li.v ewo of (he 
esecu tors, 

1J9, Qadiqa 1 !, Khuvniu 

[torn 1921. Youngest sort of the lute Kma'iil 
Qashiia'i tSnulat-ud-D.iuleii! W.n appointed 
Governor of Finurabad in November 1943. hut pre- 
feiTed making frequent trips to Tehran to living at 
his post Mode forge sums of inoncv bv selling 
monopoly goods destined for the (ribes at an 
enormous profit in the open market Elected to 
15th Majlis from Fjruznbod. Went in Europe in 
December 1947. 

The reprobate of (hi:- family, he has great person*! 
bravery and recklessness. Inherits his father's 
cruelly and sadism, and is credited with a number 
of reckksh killings Has personal charm, coiuider- 
iiMe powers of persuasion arui a Ixiundlevv capacity 
for making mischief, h generally described as a 
chi Id " which i^ mien Jed by simtc to cvcuse his 
excesses and hy others to mean that it is time he 
grew up. 

Spent a long holiday in the t rated States 
H948 49) where he picked up EncEisli in a very 
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short time. Khusruu is intelligent bus. has an 
unguarded tongue* which coDtiaually get* him into 
trouble. 

140, Qa-sfaq^L Malik Mansur 

Born IWS, Second son of ihc late Saulat-ud- 
DuukH- Studied at Bra-seimsc College. Oxford. 
Of hawk-bke appearance and attractive personality, 
he talks ninth but slowly and tends to repeat 
himself. Speaks g<md English and German and a 
link French. Turkish and Tuiki. Reported to be 
Icwed by the tribe ^people where Nasir i s feared. 
Devoted to tribal pur suits of hunting and riding. 
Says that he will do his utmost to oppose any 
Government interference with the tribe and tlwt he 
is prepared to light die army. 

At present in Switzerland undergoing tiled teal 
treatment. 

Hus great influence amongst the Boif Ahmadi 
tribes with w hom he spent many years of his youth. 
He b very popular among the whole Qoshqa'i 
confederation. Married the daughter of Jahangir 
Khan tOashquIi Kuchifc Family,l by whom he has a 
daughter. 

141. Qibhqa'i. Mohammad Hireuin 

Horn about 190?. Third son of the late Saulat- 
ud-Dauleh. Studied at Reading University, but left 
because of chronic asthma. Studied economies at 
Berlin University- Deputy in 14th and t5lh Majlis 
for A bide h. Elected to Constituent Assembly from 
Firtunbad April 1949, A voluble speaker. U sci- 
table and untrvstworthy. 

He is known as the “merchant" brother. Not 
verv popular in die tribe—he married, Iasi year, a 
rich Tchrani girl, another cause lor tribal criticism, 

142+ OasliqsTii. Muhammad Nasdr 

Born 1904, The eldest son Of the late Ismail 
Oashqti iSaulaMid-Dauleh''. Elected to the Sth 
Majlis us a member of the Qasbq&T I Ik ham and 
the most influential chieftain of bus tribe for a short 
time during 1930. Deprived erf parliamentary 
immunity and arrested for conspiracy in 1932- Med 
from Tehran during the general disorder in Septeth- 
bet 1941 and recovered his old position in Fare 
where he is now the accepted but not entirely 
undisputed leader of the Owshqa'i. Does rot smoke 
or drink and is a model family man. Tall, broadly 
built, staring eyes, slight scrndtpon marks on face, of 
commanding presence. X fast talker anti a. good 
raconteur Fond of town Society and. w hen living 
in civilised surroundings, is very 1 reasonable and 
amenable When Hying with the tribe-* he seems to 
lose his balance (where nutters outside the parochial 
affairs of the tribes are concerned! and to be easily 
misled Ibis instability probably results from his 
win! earlier experiences including imprisonment in 
Tehran, with his lather who died in captivity. 

Until the summer of 1945, when he eventually 
screwed up courage to come to Tehran, he seems so 
have been generally in fear of redmprbwiimcnt. His 
anxiety lo consolidate his positions leads him. *1 the 
prompting of others, to see in himself a future 
Governor-General of bars, Prime Minister and even 
Shah of Fcrsia. 

Speaks a little English and understand* much. 
He had two German* with him m 1943 ami made a 
landing ground, intended for German aeroplane*, 
near Farrashband- He rebelled in 1943 and was 
attacked by troop* under Marshal Shahbakhi hut 
the operation-, were very half-hearted and soon 
traded out. In April 1944 he handed over the Ger¬ 
man* who had taken refuge with him and undertook 
to co-operate with the A [he*. Was a leader of a 
tnhal revolt in Far* in summer of 1946 in which hi* 
brothers also took part. After some fighting the 
-Qashqa'is came to an understanding with the 


Government and peace was restored. Elected to the 
15th Majlis but did not take his scar. Dcfmi> for 
Shiraz in the Constituent Assembly April 1949. 

Muhammad Nssir 0,i-bqa L i has made himself 
Iri bally unpopular by permuting the greed of his 
wife (ftudabch Bibt) who u ishes to seize all she can 
for N'asir's children (the eldest boy— AnaanulLah 
Khan—aged 17- IS years—is studying in Switzer¬ 
land: the other son—Jmgiz—is now about 9TO 
years is with the tribe! there are several daughters 
—who of course count for little in the tribe). 

343. Qniaiil, Ahmad iQasam-Us-Sal lunch | 

A brother of Hasan Vusuq, than whom he is 
younger by a few years. Began his career in the 
Ministry of Finance. Became Minister of War, July 
to October 1910, and Minister of Imcricir July to 
November 1911, and again in December ,1911. 
Miriiiiei of Finance July to August [914, and 
Minister of Interior November 191? to January 191®. 
Appointed Governor-General of Khurasan" April 
1938 and remained there for three years, during 
which he adini mistered the province with uniform 
success during troublous limes. Became Prime 
Minister and Ms n is ter of Interior June 1921 la 
January 1922. and again Prime Minister and Minister 
fo: Foreign Affairs from June 1922 to February 
1923. Banished to Europe in October 1923. being 
accused of having plotted against the hfc of Rira 
Klwn (Riza Shah), Was allowed to return to 
Tehran at the end of 1928 and arrived in March 
1929, when he went to reside quietly on his property 
a l Lahijan near Rcsht. 

r’aniL- back lo live in Tehran after the fall of 
Riza Shdh Prime Minister August 1942, after the 
fall of Suhailj. Worked hard, but gradually 
surrounded himself with Ins own relation* and 
friends. Tried hard to gam control of the Ministry 
of War, but failed to counteract the young Shah’s 
enthusiasm for the control of the army" The Shah's 
opposition to him was. shown in the disturbances 
of the Sth December. 1942, in which Qavam did 
extremely well and undoubtedly performed a great 
public service in re-establishing governmental 
authority. Thereafter, however, he became more 
and more involved in petty intrigues and favouritism, 
and had to resign in February 1943: since when he 
has been more or less openly accused uf Kang the 
real instigator of the riots of December 1942, 

Believed to have been in touch with, the Japanese 
Legation early in 1942, and to have received, when 
Prime Minister in 1*42, messages from persons 
whom he knew to be German agents, without inform¬ 
ing us. This was brought to the notice of the Shah 
in January 1944. 

Became Prime Minister in February 1946 with 
additional office:* of Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of the Interior. His policy was to seek 
reconciliation with the Soviet Government For this 
purpose he went to Moscow in February 1946, 

Responsible for the arrest of Sayyid Zii and 
General Aria in March 1946, probably at Russian 
insistence. In April 1946 concluded to agreement 
wtih the Russian* granting them an oil concession 
in the north, to be presented for approval to the 
15th Majlis, Submitted to Russian pressure to 
scute the Azerbaijan problem by conciliatory 
method* in mum for which the Rod army was with¬ 
drawn earh in May. During his first year of office 
he destroyed the autonomous irfgime of the Arer 
harem Democrats, broke up she Tudeh Puny and 
ibesr affiliated trade union* and established the Iran 
Democrat Party with which he wnn a big majority 
in the general "election held in 1947- This rrmjorisv 
gradual':* wasted away during the Utter half of 1947 
‘-in December he was defeated in the Majlis, and 
obliged to resign. In January 1948 be went to 
Europe for medical treatment, Relumed to Tehran 
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vaiani. Ibrahim {Qavani^ul Mulkj 

,! 1 8 ?f „. Tb< l JSOfl ot K™ Habibullnh Khan 
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, l9!6 fifing the war of J&U IS was icrv friendly 
to us, and earned on his father's traditional policy 
of Opposition io the powerful Qushqai group of 
tribes I'.Mttcci by the late Ismud Khan Suulureud- 
Duulch. Having inherited vast properties in Pars 
from his father. .re -,scEI as the titular headship of 
trie Aran tabes of ihat province, he wielded 
immense authority jn the south of Persia at the time 
of the coup i lEim of 192 3. ftjji Khan (late Kiza 
Shahr when Minister for War met the Qavam at 
IsJahau m August 3 9221 and expressed a wish that he 
should reside ,4 Khran; h c therefore became decEctl 
c Lhc MajUs as member for the Khamsdi (Arab) 

S ia4 nd lhercafl f r w " d * d J ^ deal in Tehran, 
in 1929 a* a result of various question of validity 

?! C ’ L v ‘ t0 F^opcrty O-ivam was given crown land- in 
Npiiapur, in the nciijhhtiurhciod of 1'chran and else¬ 
where in the centre of F^crsia. in cucfiangc for his 
Ears properties, k is believed that he did well out 
fK *"5^ transaetjons, and that he j* one irf the 
wealthiest landowner* of Persia at present. 

In the 9lh Majlis of 193.1 he V4s a E>eputv for 
tkiEucmstnn. He had also aceompanied Rv?y Shuti 
cm several of his journeys, and ivas generally sup, 

S ’.sed to enjoj His Majesty f s full confidence. In 
nvember 1933, however, on the a nest of the 
Minister of W lJr , Sardar Asad, while in attendance 
on ih.c Shah at the Turcoman races, the Oasam 
seem* to have become the object of suspicion, and 
he was placed under arrest with As'ad 
Flayed his part in the "events of 1941 he and 
Im family at one lime “took bast” in the British 
Legation at Gulliek: and when Ri/a Shah abdicated 
and went to Isfahan it wa-s Qavani who was sent bs 
the Government to ohiain Riza* signature to docu* 
ments handing over hi* properties and private for¬ 
tune to the State and to his son. respectively. 

Visited India 1941-42 and boueht a house at 
Bangalore. 

Sent l>ack to Shira? to help Marshal Shahbakhti 
wnh his attack on the Oasliqa'is in June 1943, 
Appointed Governor-General of Fare September 
1943. hut could not agree with anv of the military 
chiefs about tribal policy, and returned to Tehran 
November 1943. Ouuim’* influence in the E ars of 
to-du> is unimponanL Three or four of Ins familv 
(Brigadier Qavanii- A^hicf of Police Shiraz, <K ) hiffd 
appoimments in Fare, however The Khunreh 
trilies nci longer look to him us their feudal chief. 
The general tendency among his own family, whose 
obedience but not consrieiKe* he commands, is to 
regard him with the utmost respect as the survival 
of a day ihat is gone. He himself does not seem ti* 
he conscious of, nr will mot admit, fins passage of 
tunc. 


His son. Ali Muhammad, married PnttecsN Ashraf 
L<hlavi in March 193? hut the marriage was 
dissolved. He siihsei|uently married .i girl of tht- 
Shaibani family, daughier of Muhastb-ul-MuTnalik. 
Hc had piev umsly been an undcrgraiiuate at Bristol 
where he did badly. At the end of 1941 he went to 
Washington as Assistant Military Attucttf. The 
other son, Riza. married a daughter of General 
Muqaddam and is a: present employed in the 


_ tit 

Ministry of Labtnir, One daughter is married to 
. A sad j uah Alam. son of the laic Shaukai-ul'Mulk. 
and the other to Dr. Ahul Oasim N'alisi. 

145, Qubaclian. Abbas lAmir M akhw ivl 

Born about IW'O. stui of Dj’ud Khan, first para¬ 
mount chief of the Kilhurs. Suspected Of being 
pto-German in 3 917-18 when Turks and Germans 
vxcupied Western Persia. Seized power in the tnbe 
after the murder of Sulaimah Amir A’z-am by Pasha 
Khan. OutvidianT brother, lit 1922. He led a revolt 
against him, wa* captured and imprisoned. Vain 
and obstinate, hc i* at loggerheads the uMc time 
with most of his own family Deputy for Kerman- 
shah in the I4lh Maili*. In early 1946 succeeded 
in forming a union of the western tribes io combat 
the Tudeh and the Dcmocrais in Kurdistan. Re¬ 
elected to the IJth Majlis for Kcrmaushah, which hc 
also represented in the t\mstimerit Assembly April 
1949, 

146, Qud* (Nakha’ri, Hu-.iin 

Born obcnji IH92. Graduate of ihe Tehran School 
of Poll Lieu! Science, Has held various post* under 
the Ministry for l orcjgn Affaire and was secretary 
in London for five years. Edited, for a short lime, 
a small literary review. Private secretary to the 
Minister tm Foreign Allaire 193-1. Secretary and. 
for a time. Charge d'Affaires ut Washington 1935, 
until re Lurid ns were broken off. Accused of hating 
abused cuuoms franchise while in charge at Wash¬ 
ington, Secretary in London. Mirch 1937, Consul, 
Izmir. 1939. Counsellor m London early 1943. 
Returned to Pcreij m 1947. Appointed head of 
Third PohtiCii] Deprtmem* Ministry for Foreign 
Alfa ire, April l" J 4S. Director-general t Personnel i 
Uicr 1948. 

Speaks English and French. A quiet and level¬ 
headed official. 

147, Radmanish, Dr. Ki^i 

Bom abiiut 1900. In 1938 hc was mrested by Riza 
Shah for making Cam mu nisi propaganda. Elected 
Deputy for Lahifsin in die 14th Majlre Has been ,t 
prominent mefiibei <nf the Tudeh Party and the Tudeh 
Mail is group since its foundation and was a 
doiiiinating member of the Tudeh Party General 
Party Conference in 1944. Edits Left-wing paper 
Xftirtftim, One of mx editors invited by the Ministry 
of Information to visit the United Kingdom in the 
autumn of 1 MS. but did not accept, A genuine Coen* 
munist who is not best pt&ised with the complete 
subservience of the Tudeh Party to the Russians hue 
unable to help himself. Rathei naive. 

Believed io have taken refuge in Sonet Embassy 
after attempted assassination of Shah 4th Fehruary, 
1949. Sentenced to death in absftmn May 1949 for 
activities against the institutional monarchy, 

I4M. Rahnanio, /aijn-uF\bidui 

Bom about IS88. one of the sorts erf the late 
Shaikh-til-Iraqain. a Persian subject and small 
mujtahid of KerbcEa. 

Rahnama was educated in Iraq and came to Persia 
about 19 1 il He was a member irf the Democratic 
Party and edited first the newspaper Ruhmma and 
subsequently the scmi-ofllcinl paper /raff. He was 
eketai a Deputj to the 5ih and 6th terms of the 
v. Was senL ti' Europe tit J923 do a ntisskm 
to " boom " Persia, and stayed most of the time tn 
Paris. W» apptiinlcd t ndcr-Seerctary to die 
Mmirirs of Public Works at the end of l92fi and 
UndcreSceretory to the Minister of the Interior in 
April 1927. In June 192? be fell from favour and 
confined himself to journalism, and accompanied the 
Shah on His journey to Khuzistan m October 1928 as 
press rtprescniativc. 
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RaJuunm is an ambitions man, with pfemy of 

push," His great ambition has always been to 
obtain a Government post, which he hoped would 
culminate in a ministerial appointment \Vnh that 
object m view. he discarded his turban and .gave up 
his title of ** 4 faatfch," This brought him three different 
under■SoiJ'claryihips in iutccdfitt. He is intelligent 
and eleven: in d certain sense. 

Went to Europe in F J ?3 to purchase printing 
machinery; In the summer of 1935 was exiled to Iraq 
and took up his residence in Beirut; the Shah was raid 
to have suspected him of plotting against the regime. 

Returned n- Persia after the fall of Rerat Shah in 
and resumed his editorship of the newspaper 
Jrtin On a mission to the ulama of Iraq in 1 L >42. 
and brought hack certain messages addressed to the 
young Shah, Plunged into political intrigue in 1942 
and after being disappointed at not being accepted by 
the ir.tt] Government as Minister; became a sort of 
secretary and spy in Suhailfn Administration in 1943. 
but soon resigned. Minister in Paris 1944. Appointed 
minister in Beirut February 1947. 

Speaks French and English. 

149. Ra'Lv Muhsin 

Born in Tehran about 1895, Educated in Persia 
and France The eldest son of the late Zahir-ul- 
Mulfc. Entered the «rvice of the M mistry for Foreign 
Affairs m 1919. Scm to Switzerland as secretary of 
the Persian Delegation to the League of Nations. 
Returned to Persia in 1924, and served in the Ministry 
[ill he was sent to Paris us counsellor in 1930. Head 
of she Tnsatv Section of the Ministry in 1933. 
M inister at Beilin and, The Hague 193^. Political: 
Director-Genera! in the Ministry for Foreign Adair* 
September 1 937, Minister at Bucharest Tci-r Rnu- 
mania, Greece, Bulrifij and Yugoslavia December 

i m. 

Transferred to Vichy in 1943, and returned in July 
i L> 4Z toTehran. Minister in Bagdad July 1943. Am¬ 
bassador to London June 1947. 

A very agreeable man. not afraid of hard work. 
Speakh good French Married one of the many 
daughters of Far man Fanni m 1 935, 

[50. ti s/man,. llaji Ali, General cvipalibud) 

Trained in France, at Saint-Cyr. Boro about 3900, 
Related to the Kimal-Hidayut family. Joined the 
army and commandfed a regiment in 1931 Military 
Governor nt ihe Kham^eh tribes 1931. Commanded 
operation), again*! the Kurdish insurrection of JaTar 
Sultan 1 932- General Officer Commanding. First 
Tehran Division. October 194], Chief of ihe General 
Staff July J<>43 i relieved by Rrari September 1943. 
Director of ihe Shah's Military Secretariat October 
1943 

He was dismissed from the pew of Chief of the 
General Stall at the end of 1944. but was reappointed 
in July 1946. though the Shah two months previously 
had expressed extreme distrust of him. Since that 
dale he ha* successfully ingratiated! him self with the 
Roy ff master. Promoted General March 194S 

An able, energetic arid clever officer with a reputa- 
liwn sts a disciplinarian; in, fact, he i* said to have 
killed a man on parade for insubordination^ Am¬ 
bitious and an intriguer, and lie is said to trim his 
v,nli to any wind. Speaks good French. Russian and 
fair English 

... his time as < hief of the General Staff he 

has introduced many improvement* m the army and 
gives the impression of being a patriot Has a good 
sense of humotir. 

151. Ruita, Kira 

Born about 1900, Imprisoned by Riza Shah for 
espionage- map strafing from the military office at 
Kerman. In J944 was in chvw touch with the Soviet 
Trade Delegation and was the channel through which 


Soviet help, m the form of cash, paper or transport 
facilities, reached the Tudeh Parly. In the same year 
became a member of the Tutleh Inspection Com¬ 
mittee and was strongly opposed to the moderate 
policy i lien, pursued by the 'J udeh Cenlrji Committee. 
Appointed secretary of the Central United Council 
of ihe Persian Federation of Trade Unions [ludchli 
and, rdflowing Louis Sai flam's visit to Persia in 1946, 
was officially recognised bv the World Federation oE 
Trade Unions as representative of Persian workers. 

In December 3 94ti complained to W.F.T.U. and 
British Trades Union Congress of oppression nf Per¬ 
sian workers, arrest* and victimisation. He appealed 
for a W.F.T.LJ. delegation to visit the country to 
investigate. On arrival of this delegation in February 
1947 Kustit vratrlody associated wiih the Presideni. 
LI Arts, and the Russian member. Borisov. Elis 
reputation wtlh the Persian workers was strengthened 
by ibis delegation. Arrested April 1947 on charges 
of high treason in connexion with the Azerbaijan 
Secessionist movement. Released on bail of f mill tort 
rials in November 1947, allegedly through intervention 
Of the then Prime Minister O&vam. After his release 
from prison he avoided the public eye. but worked 
energetically and quietly coflKriidfltiftg the Tudeh 
trade union movement and organising a purge of 
waverers. Is believed to have left for Moscow- 
short Ey before tin: attempted assassination of the Shah 
and was sentenced to death in the .subsequent trial, 
rrj tihxvriiw, of Tudeh leaders. 

152, Sad Up Dr> Jot (Sndiqd-.VlumJ 

Born about k$92. Educated partly in England 
(here he was for a time nrtmshi to Professor Browne) 
and partly in America, where be took, a doctor's 
degree. Began his career m a very [nwly station in 
the Ministry of Education Rose to be Director of 
Education in Gilan. Attended an international con¬ 
gress on education in England about I 4 : 9 r where he 
lectured sin modern educational methods in Persia. 
Principal of the Teachers' College if-vole normatc) 
1932 

Minister of Public Instruction in Furughi's Cabinet 
September 1941. On the rtsignnlion of (hat Cabinet 
in 1942 became dean of the University of Tehran. 
At- tin Minister of Education in Sulwiii's reshuffled, 
Cabinet of December 1943. Minister of Education 
ire Baytit'* Government of November 1944 , As chair¬ 
man of Tehran Telephone Company went: io the 
United Kingdom to buy equipment for the Company 
in [947, Minister of Education under Oavam-uj- 
Sall.irteh Jun c-Dcccmber 1947 Deputy for Tehran 
in the Constituent Assembly April 1949. 

An intelligent and go-ahead man speaking English 
and French. Well disposed towards Anglo-Saxon 
method* of education. The author or several works 
on education. 

153. Sadjq. “s*diq {Mcreta'-bftr-ud-Daukh) 

Born about tS65, Educated at Constantinople. 
Wia a secretary at the Persian Embassy in, Turkey 
for iitau\ year*. Elected u Deputy for 1 Tabriz, his 
native town. to the 1st Majlis in 1906. Elected Presi¬ 
dent of the 2nd Majlis, in 1909, An intent Con- 
stitutlouahsl he wvre arrested by Muhammad Ah Shalt 
in 19n$ and imprisoned until January 1909. Elected, 
a member of the committee which was convened to 
draw up the Electoral Law. Appointed Minister of 
Interior in 1911. Minister of Pasta in 1914 and 1915. 
and again Minister o: Interior in 1915 aud in June 
1917, In the following Cabinet he was a Minister 
without Portfolio, 

Before the war of 1914-1 tt he w« pro-Russian, 
but when war broke out he espoused the cause of 
Germany and Turkey, and was vine of the most 
extreme of " enemy p^rtisuns.'- After the war Mis, 
Majesty's Legation demanded that lie be exiled to 
some outlying province of Persia. From that time. 


with the exception of & short period in I9:i when he 
was * Cabinet Minuter without Portfolio, he lived a 
retired life and had httle or no influence. 

Appointed Persian Ambassador to Turkcv in 
JanuflTx 1 93 1 . Returned to Tehran on retirement at 
the end of 3 93 5. 

Minister without portfolio in Oavam-u.-SaltanehN 
Cabinet of August l942 r and continued in that 
capacity, with vague duties, in Suhnili'.* Cabinet of 
February 1943 Highly respected and considered a 
'iit, but almost useless and senile. Dropped from 
Cabinet December 1943. 

Proposed Governor-General of Eastern and 
Western Azerbaijan, should agreement he readied 
between autonomous Azerbaijan 41 Government " and 
Centra! Government. Took part in discus'-ians with 
minsLcm from Azerbaijan which came to Tehran April 
1946 but with no official status 

Speaks, French and Turkish. 

One of the J ’ fathers of the Constitution " consulted 
by the Shah before summoning the Constituent 
Assembly su March 1949, hut although he >tood for 
elcclton from Tehran he was not elected. 


, 5 i- Sfldr - Snyyili Muhvin (S 

Boris about 1K73. An aJmost unknown person in 
Tehran politics until appointed Minister of Justice 
■n Furu-ghi i Cabinet of 7th September, 1933 Spent 
the whole of his previous service in various judicial 
posre under the Ministry of Justice, has been presi¬ 
dent of the Court of Cassation. One of the old 
scoool. who looks much better in the turban ihap 
in a hat. Was responsible for sonic of the new 
sect it m i s of t he (> i l C ckI c. R c*iened September 19i6 
Minister o: Justice m SuhailiN Cabinet of 1943 
Said to have been one of the pro-Gemirm " Kahud " 
Party in 1942. 

Became Prime Minister o:i 6 th June, 1945. 
Resigned October 1 945. Duroii; hi* period of nff'tcc 
he w.L* bitterly attacked by j,tl Left-wing elements 
and accused ■'! he in? a react ionarv Dia his best 
to rc>ist Soviet encroachment on Northern Pcisi*. 
but the pressure was ton strong and he was replaced 
by link mil who wai less unpopular with the Ru^iartv, 
lu charge of pilgrim train to Mecca <ui rcsunindon 
of pilgnratage in autumn IMS, Appointed Gove nor- 
Gcncral. Khtirasxn, January 1949, 


155, Sa’irt (Matuftfarlii, Muhamiaftff Said^ul- 
3 i/urch j 

Born about ISS5. Educated in the Cuucasu.i. 
btrved in various capacities in the Persian consular 
grads in the Caucasus: viz., at Baku. Tiftis and 
>a:iiiii. Acting consul-general at jiaku in I W 
11-rad oi trie Russian Department of the Midism 
for Foreign Affaire in 1933. Appointed Chars!; 
a Allnires at Mosieow in Febnure 1934 Minku-r 
a: Rome Jim: 1936, Accredited'also to Hun-rare 
193S. Amnassudor .n Moscow April 1936, 

Recalled frotn Moscuw in be MmiMcr for Foreign 
Affairs, in Oivam-c^S dtairJi s Cabinet August 1943. 
Held the post in Cabinet of Suhaili February 04 i 
Jn the running for Prime Ntinister* being favoured 
for that post by the S!i,sh M J 4.V hist siic would 

not agfe?. 

Appointed Prime Mimsicr in March J944. 
Resigned on 10th November, 3^44. After 
KavCiTLnizc's arrival lie was persistently opposed by 
the ftidcli and (he Russians and was !hu* able [o 
dn little during his tenure of iviTice. His Govern- 
raenis rejection in Ortobsr 1944 of the Ru-ss-ran 
demand for an oil conccsMcm brouulu a bout .i crisis 
which resuhed in Su'icTi; nrsignstk». 

Elected to 15th Majlis for Ki/a’iydi. 

Member oi Regency Goundl during Shah v vreij 
to the Lniled Kingdom July l L >4fi. 
ttecanu' Prime Minister again November 194G 


. ‘ wr y_*^‘- h * blc. official, whose Russian is better 
tkin in.s Pereiin. He must have an insiuiate know- 
1 , •'? ot ( -? c ( oieahus and of Soviet methods of 
ad ministration. He has hamdsome Latvian wife 
.Alw-jtys wilting to help. Appears to have no 
delusions about Russia. 

156. Siiijadi, hr, Miifrainnutd 

Born in 1899 in Tehran Son of a \Mfo 

Employed m the Ministry of Justice bv th: Lrtc 
JavriT and later transferred to the Customs as Aaina 
Director-General 1934, Then emploved in ihe 
I obaeco Moiwpolv until ]‘> 3 7. w hen he bora me 
^ siJer-Secretary m che Ministry of Cormmmicalio:ii„ 
Avirng Minister ol Communicatrons on Ahis 
aisims*a! in November 1938 

Minister of Roads in FuniHht*n Cabinet of 

September 194| and then head of the Tehran 

Municipality in 1943. Arrested and sent to 
hu I (.in & bad by ihe Allied .security authorities 

September 1943, Released at end of war 193 L J 45. 

E. irectc-f of ihe Lwhanpc Control Dcpnrtrnent in 
Live Ministry of Finance in HafcbnTs Government of 
November 1945, Resigned November 1945. 
i lm-vrer of Nation j| Economy under Oavam-ui- 
Septtm&er IX,wrahfi 1*47, At jin und« 

?oC UblS, wS. 0v *" bCT '*« t,UI <**«* “ 

-ipOH several >c;tr, in Frame jr,J speaks Frenen 
air af 4 t birfTm^ Clc ' C h ' v i l1 » »Se.- Jinaeiivc 

J57. Salih, AllaFniir 

rF , , hC p* rn " U1 ' n Co0e *» 41 

r!1 ‘ llx ' U[ lwu For some years cninlovi-' a, 
^crctar., m xhc American Legal,on a[ ffifn Ite 
!''*? p 101 -* 1 1|K ’ Miniattiy of jusiice, where hr hdj 
IJ. S, appraniments u judge, public prasenuor 

fe. transferred i, ,he b(id, lr) 5 

SSSSJ ! l bc , l , , .“ fl ”?« of l>»wr. imI appointed 
director ol rise- opium monopo|>, ami afu-rward-, 

director of ^ lobearo monoptSv. “ 

Head of the customs for a *hon diaie Th en 
account jrtt-ieucial. Ii3en 

1941 S ' tin 411 cainoifltc 

. Rctumod m the autumn of 19-12 to K- 

ilmaster of liriancc in the hope that he would 

wora well with Dr, Millspatufc. but he proved * 

diMippoinlmcni, qu-irrelled w ith Dr, Milbtmuch, ard 

V. 11 ffowed to resign by Sdhaili m March ju 43 

aeni on a Commcrdil Mission to India September 

“f l"f Persan Delegation to San 
lr,.iita iL o and Spent some lime in London on hi* 

Haiimf' r U i of chc toterior in 

M.Airtiis Cabinet November 1945 m January | 9 ja 

~ 1 ■ * 1 ! hf dismissed GhuJam Husain Ibdhaj. the pro- 
ravyid Zu Mayor of Tehran and replaced hinf bv 

- Cm / S 0rc J ( c «P |ahlc to the Russian* 
t.i Ifakimis Cabinet lie wj.s regarded a^ th-c 
leader of ihe appeasement group u raid to have the 
e;ir of the A ntynudii Embassy where- his brother is a 

(\”oVr ‘W^ ^ J “ itky AUSUS ^ 1946 

An intelligent and able man. Speaks French and 
EngEisn. 

158, Salih, Dr, Jihiinshat) 

Bi-rn 1904, biothcf of AHahyar Salih, Educated 
.it ihe Amwcan College, Tehran, and in America 
wdacre he quaiilied a* a doctor m 1933, After post- 
graduate work in America he returned to Persia 
where lie now lurid* the headship of various hospitals 
MM Eta'H ibe Faculty of Medicine at Teh 
l QivciSitv, where be holds the professors! tp uri 
anatomy and eyn-eolngy Served in (he hiiance 
Departmeot before taking up medicine. 
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Mamed co an American. Speaks Lavish and 

French, 

159. Sami'L, Husain (AdilHl^lliafh) 

Born about 1378, a native of Resin. Spent hr> 
early career in the Ministry of Interior and was once 
Governor of Resin. Appointed Minister of Public 
Works 1921 to June 1922. In March 1923 he 
became Minister of Interior for three mouths. hen 
the Luc Shah became Prime Minister in October 
1922. Sami’! was chosen as hr. assistant, until, in 
August 1924. he was appointed Minister of Justice. 
Early in L926 lie was appointed Governor of Tehran 
and held dm post until he was appointed Minister 
of Interior m June E927, Appointed Governor- 
General of .Azerbaijan in May 193!, Grand Master 
of Ceremonies flnternall 1938, Dismissed during 
the Crown PnttcjA wedding celebrations April 1929, 
Cssamlar I'Oovernor-Generali of lhc IVth Ustan 
fWestern Azerbaijani July 1939. 

Ambassador in Kabul 1939. Returned to Tehran 
July 1942 and became Minister of State, without 
portfolio, in Gavam-us-Saluinch’s Cabinet of August 

1942. Appointed Minister of the Interior by Suliaili 
in July 1943. ostensibly tn order to supervise the 
elections to the 14ih Majlis„ but he soon resigned, 
President or the FarhangiVtan (Academy? at Tehran 

1943. Grand Master of Ceremonies 1943. 

Wh-nt to Russia at invitation of Soviet Govern¬ 
ment for anniversary of Science Academy in Tush- 
keod I94S. 

Member of Regency Council during Shah’s visit 
to the Utilled Kingdom July 1948. anti at the same 
time Acting Minister of Court. Deputy for Rcsht 
|o Constituent Assembly April L949 

Sami3 is a pleasant man. but of little influence. 
He is not very energetic nor highly intelligent. He 
speaks a fittJb French. 

160. Sayvah* Hamid 

Born in Isfahan 1386 Brother of Hunuyun 
Say yah. Ld located at Moscow. Entered the service 
of"the Ministry for Foreign .Affairs in 1916, For 
some tunc a jud^c in the Tribunal of (be Ministry. 
Commercial secretary at Moscow 1922-26. A 
director of the Caspian Fisheries Join! Board 
1927 33 Chief of the Russian section ai the 
Ministry in 1932. In charge ol tin: Eastern Depart¬ 
ment 1933. Consul-general at Beirut March 1934. 
Minister at Warsaw June 1936. 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs m t-urughi s 
Cabinet of September 1941, and was most helpful 
to us. Again Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in 
Qavam-Us-Sj I Li nc h\ Cabinet of August 1942 until 
January 1943 Minister of Posts and Telegraph!; 
again December 1943, Minister of Communications 
in Said s Cabinet March August tujj Accom¬ 
panied Oavam to Moscow in February [94t>. 
Appointed miniver to Moscow March 1946. 
Returned October 1946 and became Mm litter of 
Commerce and Industry until June 1 947. Re- 
appointed Ambassador at Moscow November i '4i. 
Recalled April 1949 and appointed Minuter of 
Roads May 1949. 

Speak'- French and Russian, Mamed his cousin, 
Faiimch Khamun Say yah. but afterwards divorced 
her An agree*.We hut noC a brilliant personalih 
He knows too much about Russian methods ever 
to incline toward* bolshevism. A good bridge 
player. 

lit, Sussah, Kxiim 

Born about lb92 A family of Turkish descent, 
^metimev calling lftfmadv« Sayy.ih-Sipanhiu. and 
not trialed to Hamid Sayyah. Served in (he 
TurkUh army in the t9|4 IS war, and taken 
pnsrmer by (he British troops 6^17, Then employed 
in the Caucasus where he had various adventures 


in 1920 and 1921. A strong supporter of Say y id Zla 
in ihe teller's coup d‘£uj r of 1921, and when the 
Sayytd fell he fled with him in Switzerland. 
Returned to Pcoiia about 3 923 and was imprisoned 
by Rum Shah for sonse time. Then employed under 
Utu Ministry of Industry in supervising, the factories 
at Isfahan, Wat also In charge of the Fine Arts 
Department at that place 1940 to 1442. Fell under 
suspicion a\ pro-German owing to his relations with 
the factory engineers;, most of whom were Germans. 
Transferred 6s Tehran 1942 and put in charge of the 
glycerine factory. In 1943 employed by the 
Americans in the price siabflisaiion section of the 
V] in islty of F i nance. App- urucJ “ Rsis-i-1 nlizit mat" 
or head of the organisation section of the Ministry 
ol Interior 1944. Kiuini Sayyeh Ls well known as a 
strong supporter of Sayyid £ia, Hta appointment as 
“ R jii-i-Inri/umjr..” therefore, raised an outcry by 
all Left-wing elements and by those who favoured a 
policy of appeasement tow inis the Russians. 
Appointed one of the directors of the Tehran Floe- 
trieii) Company 3 945. Director ■General in Ministry 
of Labour and Propaganda April 1947. 

A man of :he world, capable of g«x\J wort,, and 
claims to be well-disposed towards us. Married to 
a Greek. 

162, ShaIVi, kin a'it Major-General iSarlashnart 

Rom in Tehran about 1885. Educated in Persia 
and Russia. Joined the Cossack Brigade in I9JQ, 
Appointed L-hief of the arsenal in 1922. Visited 
Europe in 3 425. and again io 1026, in connexion with 
the purchase of machinery for a new' arsenal Pro¬ 
moted brigadier-general ' Match 1932. Went to 
Europe that year to purchase military stores, 
Ceased to control the arsenal in 1934 on going to 
Europe, where he remained, usually at Berne, as chief 
of (he Arms Purchasing Commission uniil 1937. when 
he returned to Persia. 

Employed at Court 1943 and supervised the arms 
and powder [ictpriet; fus services appear to have 
pleased the Russians 

Minister of Industry December l u 43. but in coping 
with I striker bid the iaisfurtune aeddentally to kill 
one of the strikers. Resumed March 1944, Military 
attache t»i Moscow September 1944, Returned with 
Oftvam in February 194b, Deputy Chief of General 
StatT November 1946.. Placed on retired list Jude 
1949. Believed to have been Razmara's go-between, 
with (he RtLsaiani- 

An amiable and jolly old soldier. 

Speaks Russian artel Gentian. 

16J. Shahhakhti. Muhammad, General tSipahhutJ) 

Born about l#82. (he son of a peasant inhabiting 
the village of IshtiW, near Tehran, but has now 
been heard to describe himself as a native of Azer¬ 
baijan. possibty to cover up his humble origin. 

He enlisted in the Cossack Brigade about 1901. 
distinguished himself by bravery m the held, and 
received a commission. In 1914 he was a captain. 
He attached hmwelf u> Rizu Khan, whose influence 
with General Starosselsky secured him promotion 
to the rank of colonel in 3 919. After (he coup 
tf£iat of 1921 lie was appointed to command the 
Rbtn regiment of Untf) In I ,J 2 5 he was pi it 
meted brigadier and given command of an infantry 
brigade in Tehran. In 1926 he was sent to com¬ 
mand the western division. but was recalled m the 
spring of 1928 for corruption: he was appointed 
sborffy afterwards to command the Persian troops m 
Kurjistan In December I'*2 8 he was sent to com¬ 
mand the troops in Fars. but was superseded by 
General Shatbarn 

Appointed to command the troops in Azerbaijan 
in 3 932 Promoted to the rank of Amir Ludiear 
fmajor-gawiit} in March of that year. Transferted 


to Ahw az as general ofltccf commandiue January 
1939. 

Appointed commander of (he western forces - 
October 3941, with the rank of general Esipahbudj, 
<\'iitrailed Lhc Kernianshah area praitj thoroughly, 
ignoring completely the civil governor, till he was 
transferred to F.m- to quell Ihe Oashqu’js under Nasir 
Oashqa'i in February t*^4?. He was not verv 

successful in (hat campaign and after the defeat iff ibc 
garrison at Simirum in July 194? came to Tehran 
to report. Suspected of taking large bribes svlicn 
at Kermanshah nnd again from ihe Oashqa’is. 

Placed on the retired list October (943, Recalled 
lo active list I L M7, Appointed Inspector of Troops 
jji Azerbaijan, which appointment w chartgcd io 
Comniandcr-in’ditef of Force? in Azerbaijan early 
in 1949, Thought somewhat arrogant he is a \ery 
charming old man and lias a great reputation in 
Azerbaijan. 

An almost entirely uneducated survival from the 
Cossack Brigade, resembling in appearance (he more 
famous product of that corps, Rira Shill, 

164. Vhamv-ul-Mulk Ara't* AvaduUah (Shahab-ud- 
Daukhj. K,C,V.O. 

A Oajir prince. Born about 1880, Educated in 
Persia, For many y«f* employed in the Telegraph 
Department Governor of Vczd in 3911. Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs 1914-15. Mi aider of Public 
Works 1415. Master of Ceremonies at the Court 
J 922-25, Governor of Keraunshah 1929. Recrilcd 
1933, and appointed Governor of Kurdistan in 
October 1934. Recalled April 1936, owing, it is 
said, to having; incurred ihe displeasure of (he Shall 
through not accelerating reforms in hts province. 

Holds (he dignity of K.C.V.O.. received when in 
attendance on Ahmad Shah during his visit to London 
in 1919, 

Governor-General of Fars early 1942, but was 
superseded in the following summer, without having 
accomplished much, Governor-General of Kerman- 
shah October 1946 

A rather pompous man. raid to be a great intriguer; 
hut he is not averse to (he society of foreigners, and 
probably regrets the good aid days 
Speaks English and French flucnily. 

165, Sharulth. Bahrain 

One of the sin sons, of Arbab Jamshul iharukh, 
formerly Zoroastriin Deputy m the Mail is and 
murdcrcul by order of Rira Shah during the last war. 

He has studied m Germany and has timed England 
several limes. 

Mamed to a German, by whom he has three 
children Duung ihe war he was m Berlin and con- 
ssiiuicd himself leader of (he Persian colonv there, 
displaying strong pro-German sympathies, For a 
considerable time he broadcast in Persian from Berlin 
radio, his talks being listened 10 cageily m Persia 
on account of iheir eloquence and vitriolic invective 
against the British, Al the end of the war he was in 
Turkey and did not return to PcrsBt until 1947 Aficr 
reluming lo Germany for several months he decided 
(o settle in Persia. He is agent for Gcstetnerv and k 
trying (o obtain agencies for German 6rm^. 

In addition to his Commercial activities Shamkh 
tukcv ;i keen mteresi tn politics having managed to 
gain the eonlidciice of mam prominent poliiirianv 
He m clever, conUdent and iii$ chequered career shows 
him to psxvi^N-,, considerable courage and an iron 
nerve. In spile of his European upbringing he is a 
genuine Persian at. heart, combining considerable 
patriotism with unlimited Vanity, His political 
ambitions are much hampered "by his being a 
Zorofl stria n. He still hankers after national 
socialism which he thinks may have a future in 
Persia, Now claims to be strongly pro-Rrtlish. 

Speaks need lent German, English and French. 
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166- SiavL Dr. Ail ALbar 

Bom 1893 Educated m France 1911 an 4 stayed 
in France till (he outbreak of the 1914 war. Took 
a Course in pedagogy. Employed as dragoman and 
Persian >eere!..dry at the French Legation from about 
1917 to April !9jj. ,\t the same lime he was 

instructor in psychology and law at the University of 
Tehran: later professor. Went to Europe 1927 and 
took a further course in France, obtaining a doctorate 
in philosophy. Mamed the daughter of the late Bayai, 
and so acquired wealth, One of the founders of rite 
French-spotisofed " Young Persian Qub" in 1921. 

Minister of Education August 1942. Resigned 
from SuhailiV Cabinet in August H43i- Dean of ihe 
University of Tehran. Minister without Portfolio In 
Bay at’s, Covemm cut 1944. 

Member of PcfStan delegation to San Francisco 
Conference March 19^?. Visaed United Kingdom 
after thi r conference 

Invited by Soviet Government to visit Tashkend 
for the twentieth anniversary of the Science Academy 
there December 1945, 

An intelligent rnan with a perfect command of 
French: hi.-, nuOcXik iv nuOrc French than Persian m 
some rcvpects. Always pdile and agreeable to talk 
t-o Ls also a Ml* 10 make a very g'xd speech ut 
English. 

Minister af Education in Hakuni’s Cabinet Decern- 
ber 3^47. Resigned April ]94g after being attacked 
in "he Majlis for saying that ihe imiversily shoultl 
he free not only from pul ideal but also from religions 
Control. Arrested after the attempted assassination 
Of Oic Shah at (he university 4th February, i94^, but 
ummediaidy released. 

167. Sipahbudi, AnUshlnan 

Born in Jehran about 3£90. l-ducatod in Tehran. 
Entered the service of Ihe Minis-tty for Foreign Allans 
in 1907 and worked there till 1910. Vice-consul at 
Vladikavkaz in 1910, and thereafter served at different 
posts in the Caucasus till 1918, Then chief of a 
section at the Ministry: in charge of the Protocol 
Department in 1926 Mituvicr in Switzerland 
3 929-33- Under‘Secretary at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs July 1931 At the beginning of 3934 made 
minister at Rome, beinj.- accredited also to Vienna., 
Prague and Budarast. Ambassador at Moscow June 
1936 until April f9,!8. Minister, Paris, July 393$ a[ ul 
also accredited to Spain tn June 1939. 

Ambassador 10 Turkey I94u. Minivier for Foreign 
A flairs lune-Octob«r l if 45 Minister for Justice in 
G 2 yarn's Cabinet February 1946, Ambassador in 
Paris August 1946. Appointed Minister for Foreign 
Affairs by Oavnm in June 1947. but did not lake up 
his port. Recalled to Persia February 1948. 

A man of no particular family, he has made his 
way to (he top white still young. Speaks French 
and Russian, kipjne welt supplied with brainy, but 
is ofim too lazy to UiC them. On f r:«id.|y l£rms w-jffi 
Shah Halfc Russians. 

166. Slpfhr, Ahmad AU (Mavarrikli-ud-Daiikhl 

In June 1942 he was mined up in a German plot 
involving Oj va m-us-Sa hunch and Husain All 
GarAguzJu CnOI the same man us No, 137), Was 
Under- SecTthiry so the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry at the beginning of 1944 In February 
1944 became Acting Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. He was removed from lhc Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry m lhc summer iff 1944 and 
remained wiihout an appoinimcnt until August 3 945 
when he was appointed head of the Caspian Fisheries. 

3 post wliich braught him into close touch wiih ihe 
Russians Closely associated w ith Oa vam- us-Sa l( a neb 
:md yoincsl the Cabinet as Minister for Commerce 
and Industry in 3 946. Dismissed from Cabinet and 
banished to IKashan July 1946. Permitted tp return 
to Tehran December 1946. 
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For a Time rccnain&l in retreat but reappeared in 
social life after (Javam-. fait m December b^47, !n 
June Ishltf tried to get himself put up as Prime 
Minister but only obtained the support of a few un¬ 
important newspapers and w as never considered a 
serious candidate. 

Mistrusted by the majority of people, be t% trying 
to get a European minister or ambassador appoint* 
merit. 

An incorrigible intriguer and corrupt even by Per¬ 
sian standards. 

m SiihailL \ii 

Rorn about IS9D, Educated partly in RuSSs* and 
(alts Russian welt. also French arid a little English. 
Hu career has Ijenn in various Government adflUrth- 
[rations. In January 1931 was appointed Under- 
Secretary at the Ministry uf Roads and Communi,ca¬ 
tions under Kaziau. In September 1933 he was 
transferred to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs as 
Under-Secretary, when Korinii was appointed 
Minister. Suhaifi bad also served as chief Persian 
representative on lhe board of the Caspian Fisheries 
Directorate. Several rimes Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the absence of hi* chief. Minister 
in London March 1937. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs May 1938. but disrnivved in July, owing to 
the late Shah * displeasure over a telegram concern¬ 
ing the Paris Exhibition. Usundaf (Govern or- 
General 1 ! of ihe V filth I'stan <Kerman) February 
1939. Ambassador, Kabul, October 1939. 

Became Prime Minister, rather unexpectedly^ in 
March 8943, after having bees Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in Fufughi’i Cabinet from September 194i 
(during which time he was the Persian signatory of 
the Tripartite Treaty of February 19421. His 
Cabinet fell in July 1942, partly owing to lack of 
support from the Court and the army. Again 
Prune Minister on ihc fall Of Qa 1 .-*m-us-Sa[tench 
in Febmiry 1943, once more ucieapecteuly; this 
time it was'largely because Mfehamin-iil-Mulk could 
not stand and the Majlis did not want the Shah's 
candidate. Said Proved himself once more a hard 
worker, hut earned Ettk weight in the country and 
had TO maintain hinwclf by varkmi “combine- 
lions” and political deals with Majlis Deputies. 

During 1944 45 he was frequently a strong 
candidate for the Premiership hut was suspected hy¬ 
ena ns of being WO wclI-disDjpred towards th-c 
Russians Went to Egypt in the summer or 1945 
and was made member of ihe Persian delegation (o 
U NO. in January 1946, 

Was tried in February 1948 for illegal interfer¬ 
ence in ihe decuons for the Hih Majlis and On oiher 
political charges. hut was acquitted. Minister without 
Portfolio tn HakimFs Cabinet March (948 
Appointed Ambassador to Paris June 1948, 

A very reasonable, matter-of-fact person, with a 
busineshftke manner. Hard working and approach¬ 
able, In his contacts wish Hi* Majesty's Embassy he 
his always given (he impression of his willingness 
lo help and to arrive at a rcuocuible vet t lcta enl, He 
has the reputation of being a hat and Of rarely 
keeping his word. 

He is universally suspected of having taken a great 
many bribes. Has a Caucasian wife. 

lift. Mtrori Mohammad 

Bor-i about 1900. Served in various Government 
Departments, being one of the favoured young men 
selected by Davar. then Minister of JvUtiOO. when 
he revived the ofaarusalion of the Ministry in 1929. 
Has been judee in the 1 eh ran courts, and Under- 
Secret arv ..( the Ministry of luatioc. Director of 
ihc Agricultural Bank 1943. but removed from that 
post June 1941, Pm led to the Ministry of the 
Interior to kwh after it tilt Haihir's return. January 
( 044 , Minister of Interior in Said's Cabinet of 
August 1944 and again in Bayai's O timet tn 


November 1944-Junc 1945. He did well, but 
incurred the displeasure of me I uden pans when 
he arrested the worst of the pfofesrioD&J toughs of 
Tehran md imprisoned them id Bandar Abbas 

Minister of Jiulkc under Hakimi Docemher 1947- 
June 1948. 

Bu^uie^like and said its be honest Lacking m 
real initiative, bm carries out orders efficiently 

171, Tabs, Dr. Abdul Hauia 

Bom in Tehran about E91 L Educated in medicine 
in England and qualified in medicine and surgery 
alter eight year* in Birmingham and at Guy s 
Hospital- Real name is Tabula bah of the Verdi 
family of that name, Employed by the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company as a doctor 1940-42, and since 
practising in Tehran, Elected to the I5lb Majlis fur 
Na'in. wmch lie also represented in the Constituent 
Assembly April 1949, 

A bright nu.ii who seems keen on his pro- 

feviikin. Maried ine youngest daughter of A'usuq- 
udDuulch, 

172. I'ahutaba'i. Sailid Muhammad Sjdiq 

Second son of the late SayykJ Muhammad 
Tibauha'i* who was u prominent figure sn the 
Nationalist movement of 1906 to 19 Uh Born in 
Tehran about 18S9. Fleeted to the 3rd and 4th 
Majlisss. In dose touch with pro-Germans during 
(he war of 1914- 18. Emigrated to Turkey in 1919. 
Returned m 191B ,rtld co-operated with Sufelmaa 
Mirri m forming the Socialist party. During ibis 
p6ase he was in close touch with the Soviet 
Embassy Ambassador to Turkey 1924-27. 
Recalled in 1927 ini offered a post as a judge in 
the High Court of Appeal, but did not accept it 

W.u more or less under arrest for about ten >ears 
in Tehran until the fall of Riza Shah 1941. 
Gradually entered political life after that and initiated 
and fostered line 11 Millat" party (“ ihe Nation ”). 

Head of the Election Committee for Tehran. 
1943-44* and himself elected Deputy, 

Elected President of ihe 14th Majlis. 

An opium addict for thirty years, he frequently 
found it difficult to keep awake when he was pre¬ 
siding over the Majlis. An incorrigible intriguer he 
viands, close to the Shah to whom he has always 
offered bad advice. His " liberal “ ideas arc not to 
be taken seriously, He and hi* Friends pride l he ro¬ 
se! ves on their patriotism and the pursuit of ihe 
middle way between Bn tain and the U.S.S-R. For 
reasons unknown he is generally regarded U a 
" national"" figure. Would like to be Fnmc 
Minister. Unsuccessful candidate for Ichran in 
etodisTnv for !5lh Majlis. hut elec ted from I'chrai 
to the Constituent Assembly, of which he was 
elected President April 1949. 

Member of the Regency Council during the Shah s 
journey to Europe July 194H. 

Speaks French. 

173- Ta liataha’ i. Snvvid Zia-ud-Win 

Bom about 1893. Son of the late Sayyid Ah 
Yaidi Tabauba'i. TJitcd the newspaper Rdd 
{Thunder} in Tehran in L'U5- lb. Played a consider¬ 
able political r*Me in 1911 18- Sent to Baku by 
Vusuti-ud-Datileh in 1919 as Persian representative 
Kj Cauc.i-.tan Azerbaijan. While in Baku he issued 
a long statement cniiiled A new Epoch in the 
History of Perrin" This statement was a spirited 
defence of (he Anefo-Persian agreement of (919 
which, although d had not been ratified by (he 
Majlis, he endeavoured to bring into force during feu 
brief period Of dike as Prime Mini',ter. Returned 
so Tehran in May 1920. Carried oat ctmpfMai 
with (he help of the Cossacks in February 192 Land 
seized the reins of office Appointed Prime Minister 
with lull powers by Ahmad IShah on lsi Mureh. 
192F and effected numerous arrests. His reforms 


were too radical for [he country and the time, and 
he (ell from power in June, fleeing (he country. He 
was in the tobacco business while e.riJed. 

Took a prominent parr in the Pan-isltmic Con¬ 
gress at Jerusalem in I9JJ 
Said io have assisted itazimi in the ne^Liiialtons 
with Iraq at Geneva during (935, 

In 1942. being by that lime the owner of a very 
prosperous farm near Chasu in Palestine, which he 
had developed himself, he began to think of return¬ 
ing to his native country, and Muaff&r Firu,' began 
with greai energy and indiscretion to run a new^. 
paper campaign in his favour in Tehran, He 
puEnhshed a letter from the Sayyid Ln svfuch the 
Russians were praised in fulsome language. His 
name came forward a goti-l deal in the Tehran presi 
during 1943, and quite a number of Deputies in the 
13th Majlis seem (0 have favoured his return. The 
Russians and the Shah„ however, were steadfastly 
opposed (i^ his rciLtrn, [he former because Ehcy 
mistrusted Kirui's unfortunate letter, and (he latter 
througli fear that ihc Sayyid might become a 
dictator However, he returned to Tehran in 
Septcmbff 1943 and was cleared lo the 14th Majlis 
from Ye/J. his n a trie place. Caused annoyance bj 
iniLstirtg ini wearing a woollan. hat of Caucasian 
style, and alicnatcvl some of Ills JrieitLLi by an appear¬ 
ance of slubborniess and obstinacy. 

Foui3ded a political pirts v-luch in the Summer of 
1945 was officially launched under the name of 
Iradeh-i-Milti" or National Will. His followers 
ckinted that the party numbered about 9.000 in, 
Tehran, al She end of 1945, Was the particular bug¬ 
bear of the Tudeh and Use Russians, who never tired 
of vilifying him as the arch-enemy of his country 
and the principal (Ool in Persia of imperialism, 
reactionaries. 4.c. During the near-panic which 
prevailed irt lehrm in November-Dtecember 1945 
as j result Of (he approach of the Azerbaijan 
Democrats toward’- Qa/vin many leading politirioots 
ami Dcpufit began seriously to eonsiJer Gl.je 
S atyy i .t Zia should he cm led from Persia as a sop 
lo the Russians. 

His continued opposition to Oavam-us-SaldnehN 
pro-Sovici gambits in ihe liegilining of E^ati resulted 
in bis arrest and imprisonment bui this was changed 
io house arrest a veat laler and shortly afterwards 
he was release J Early in 1945 (he Shah tried with¬ 
out success (o enlist Jiis support for Ins project of 
constitutional reform. Thereafter Court and Govern¬ 
ment circles evinced great hostility towards him and 
he was widely accused of disloyalty and even of 
pro*Sovict sympathies. There was. however, no 
concrete evidence to support these charges, On the 
other hand, .ilthotiyh he was mainly preoccupied 
with his experiments in agriculture, Sayyid Zia-ud- 
Din was known, to have criticised the Shah's 
*'unconstiiutionai ■" behaviour. But he remained 
rabidly opposed w communism and ihe Russian-s 
ir. general. 

After ihc atiempi on the Shah's life in February 
1949 lie made his peace with His Majesty and has 
rem lined on good terms wiffi him since As a 
roult the number of hri enemies lias dw indled. 

Scrupulously honest, religious, widely read and 
travelled, of active habit* and practical mitkiok. 
Sayyid Zia-ud-Din ri :in unusual Persian. Originally 
a journalist by profession he lias become a successful 
farmer, Hii main faults are obstinacy^ and 
in pa lie nee of criticism He speaks English, French. 
Arabic amt Turkish. 


174, Eariiiiun, kayyld Muhammad 

Born about IS84. a native ^f Birjand lin East 
Persia: edueaied in Tehran, where he graduated and 
became a schoolmaster, After the split up of ihe 
original Democrat Party in 19]2, Todayun became 
the leader of i'ne of (Fie mote important Democrat 

38916 


factions He was elected a Deputy from Tehran 
to the 4ih term of the Majlis and from Birjand to 
the 5th and 6ih terms. Was elected Pre^idcnT of the 
Majlis tn the second half of the 5th term, and j-jain 
at the beginning of the hth term. In February 1927 
he was appointed Minister of Education, but in 
December he resigned that appointment owing to dis¬ 
agreement with his colleagues in the t abitict, but he 
resumed office nine days lateral the personal request 
of the Shah. On 7ih January, I92&, the Shah ordered 
him lo resign, and his fail was said to be due to the 
personal anxtnority towards him of T&imurtijb. In 
June 1930 he was appointed Governor of Kerman. 

He was recalled from Kerman in March 1931. and 
he Appears to believe that one reason for Ins recall 
was that he was too friendly with Lieu tenant-Cokancl 
Noel, then British Consul 

Returned to polities on the fallof Rim Shah: was 
Minister df Education in Furughi's Cabinet erf 
1941 42, and spoke eloqucmly in favour of the Tri¬ 
partite Treaty of 1942, Minister of Food after 
Farrukh in 1942, resigned in July E *43. Minister of 
the Interior September 1943 and did well in running 
the electLDns. Bui was not included in the reshuffled 
Cabinet of Doeembc! 1^43. Tried tn summer of 
1947 on a charge of interfering with election* for 
14th M.iilis and acquitted. 

A pli^.s-j,n[ min of dignified mien: very friendly to 
us. He ccerts a certain influence in political circles 
and still aspires to Ministerial office. 

17$. TlfeH Dr, Had! 

^ Born at Yczd abi>ut 1888. Son of a iruiOa 
Formerly a Lrndoww and proprietor of various con¬ 
cerns at Vezd. A great rival of the Nawab familv of 
Ye/d- Elected to the Majlis on various occasions, 
a ml has served as president of the Financial Com* 
morion of the Majlis. In the 13th Majlis was one of 
the Vice-Presidents and was coinsidcrevi one of the 
lejJing menibers of the Majlis, Served on the Com- 
mi (tee of the Anglo-Iranian Relief Fund. 1943. arid 
W'as hdpfut in providing local knowledge. Was 
largely responsible for (be success of Sayyid Zia-ud- 
Din m. the > e/J clcvltons of 1943. thereby incurring 
the dislike and distrust of (he Shah, Ver, friendly 
rev hi Accused of various peculations at Vezd. but 
nothing was proved. 

In the |4th Majlis he was, with Sayyid Ka/un 
Jafili Ya/Ji, the most influential Deputy'. Bitterly 
anii-Sovict he worked hard to maintain'the Majlis 
majority against Soviet pressure. Though very 4iw 
lit speech and manner he is extremely astute and had 
4 profound knowledge of his Majlis colleagues ynd 
particularly of their weak points, (hough patriotic 
he would not allow his patriotism to interfere unduly 
wi(h his personal interests in A'czd He has a con¬ 
genital aversion to the obvious course and delights 
to achieve his objectives by devious means through 
the agency of others ll would l>c idle to pretend that 
he has progressive ideas 

Arrcslcd November 1946 for political activities 
againslOavutn-Us-Siliaiteh. Released February 1947, 
Apps^intcJ Minister without Portfolio under Sa’id 
November Wjj, 

176, ralfi/adeh. Sayyid Hasan 

Bom in Tabriz ubivut ISflHJ, the st\n iff a small 
preacher. He was educated in his native (own, and 
u^cd (n haunt thr bv^oksellers 1 shops, where he showed 
great eagerness lo acquire knowledge, In his early 
youth he was an ardent National id. and was con¬ 
nected with the Nationalist movement in Persia from 
the beginning He was elected m the 1st term <rf the 
Mb ills and '.vis one its most prominent members. 

In the roup of 1908 Taqisfadeh took refuge 
in His MijeslyN Legation and as a comlifion of his 
amnesty went to the United Kingdom Returned late 
!90{f and played prominent part In 2nd Majlis. 

o 
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Elected to 3rd and 4th Majlises in absentia. He. 
stayed in Europe and America during the whole 
period from 1914 10 1425 and was four years in Berlin, 
where he edited, a paper called Kavch, I !e negotiated 
the PersroSoviei Commercial Treaty in Moscow in 
February' 1921. arid finally returned to Persia in 1924. 
Member iff >th anil Yah M j jUscs Appointed 
Governor-General o: Khurasan m January 1429: he 
wa* recalled tn May and appointed Persian Minister 
tn Loiid.'ts, who?* he remained umil Apnj 1930. when 
her seiurnsd lb Persia and became Minister of Roads 
and Communiodcions* (n August 1930 he was 
appointed Minister o 1 Finance in addition. 

Gujtzadnh fell from grace in September [9?3, for 
reasons which are obscure. The Shah is said to huve 
suspected him of intrigue with Majlis members in 
c«nne>.ion with the purchase of gold Etc was, how¬ 
ever. soon re-employed s& minister in Paris- 

Readied imm Puri- in August 1934. but obtained 
prolonged leave of absence und did not return to 
Pc-vsi Appointed Persian representative al theC^n- 
gffc- of OritniulisCs ;tl R-'me in September 1935; 
AppoinLtd minister in London by Furuehi l ,J 4| and 
beca me am bn ^dor m 1444, Maided Persian Ddc- 
giitinn to the United Nation- Organisation in London 
in January 1946 and ably presented Ihc Persian cose 
when the Security Council considered the Pcrso- 
Ruf-si.m dispute about Azerbaijan Appointed to act 
as Pcr-tan representative in winding up the League 
of Nations in Geneva March 1 ' J 46. 

LEccted Deputy for Tabriz in 35lh Majlis and as 
the Jive years of his appointment in London hod 
ended he agreed to return to Persia to take his seat, 
An an old friend ho helped Hakimi when Inc latter 
became Prime Minister in December !‘?47 

In a speech in the Majlis in January 1^49 he said 
that he i.jgned the 1433 A.I 03, Concession under 
emphatic order:- from Riza Sluh, and against his better 
judgement. This brought into being n ^ocifCToiM 
school of thought that the eonecssion was therefore 
invalid and thereby provoked the present demand for 
its revision. 

Fleeted to the Constituent Assembly April 3 449, 
but did not attend because of " illness." 

He is married to a German and talk 1 * German 
fluently He speakv English and French less vvdL 

177. \ alatabiir. \huh Fidh l HRhmai-ud-Oaulehi 

Born about IS85, A member of the Tabaiaba'i 
family of Tahriz A chamberlain of MuralFar-ud- 
Dm-Shah when the latter was Crown Prince residing 
in Tabriz. Private secretary to Muhammad All Shah 
before he irntne to (he throne, and continued in that 
prist till I9i,l0. An open enemy of the Nationalists. 
Governor of R eshi in 141 ? M i nisier of Wa * 1 91 ft-17. 
Governor of Kerman 1918-JO Minister of the 
Interior 1 Imprisoned by Sayyid jfia. Governor- 
General of Khurasan May J024;. resigned the next 
year owing to differences w ith the military authorities. 

Aspired to employment in a -U 1 table post at court, 
any attained an appointment as a kind of ch amber- 
lam .it the court tn 1943. A reNpcetablc old-timer 
who helped hi during the ini4-I& war and received 
,i k .14.1 He i-nk no part in politics during R i/a 
Shah's reign. 

Appointed Governor-General. Azerbaijan. April 
I l M9 Represented Tabriz in Constituent Assembly 
April 1949 

Has owned large properties near Tabriz, but. has 
spent most of his substance, Speaks French, 

178. Vmtdk Muhammad Afi 

Wan. Under-Secretary to the Ministry of (he 
Interior and In 3 ^42 wav transferred to the Ministry 
iff Fin a rice. 1944-4(i GovemoreGencral of Isfahan, 
where he enjoyed the support of the Shah and iv.iv 
considered by His MajestyN Consul to have hcen 
honest ami done hi- best to maintain law and order.. 


Minister of Post and Telegraphs in HakimiY Cabinet 
December 1947-June 1945 Joined Hazhir’s Cabinet 
as Minister of Finance September- November 394$. 

ITS 1 , k usurp Hu van, G-C-B. r\uvu-pud-Diiulrhi 

Born about 1661 Begin his career in the Ministry 
of Finance. Ejected y Deputy to the 1st and. 2nd 
terms of the Majlis, ami in I9(f9 chosen to be a mem* 
be; of the Nations list Committee, which directed the 
affairs of State after ihc abdication m Muhammad 
Ah Shah; Hi*, first Cabinet appointment was as 
Minisic.* of Justice irt October I c ■*, In the following 
mwih he became Minister of Finance, but resigned 
in July 1910. In July <9|| he became Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. Again Minister for Foreign .Affairs 
in January 1913. be left for Europe in June o: rhe 
same year Minister for Foreign Affairs July- 
August 1914 jnd Minister of Finance August- 
December I '15. Prune Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs August |9|& to May 1917 Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior from August 1938 
lo Jun-’ 192U, N'egotfaiicJ the Angjo-Peman Con¬ 
vention of 1 9|9 Vi si led Europe in June 1920. and 
only returned to Pfcjsia at the beginning of 1926, 
Appointed MinUte* of Finance in’June 192$. but 
resigned in November to i.ikc his se.it in Pathamenb 
Elccicd as a Deputy from Tehran io the 7th term of 
the Majlis 1928-30. Appointed president of the new 
“ Academy “ for the revision of the Persian language 
December 1935. 

A man of great a bah:;, and character. He became 
unpopular over the AngTo-Fersinn Convention, hut. 
after a most able and convincing defence of his act* 
as Prime Mmistc during the pcYiixi 1918 -20 before 
ihc Majlis, he regained a large measure of popu¬ 
larity. 

Went tn Europe for a serious operation 1940: 
survived it, unable to return to Persia, lie was 
appointed ambassador in Turkey by his brother. 
Ctovam-us-Saltanch, in F942. but could run proceed. 

Returned lo Persia summer 1946. Is now loo old 
lo take an active part tn politic- 

Speaks French fluetlly, also a little English 

150. Yfljrfan Fa null, Murti/a, Cmtntl (Sipuhhud) 

Bom shout 1891; aon of Mirza Alt Akbffif. a small 
suopkeeper m the viltuc.fi of burdiwhi. In WQ7 hfi 
enieroJ the Cossack Csdei School, Received his com¬ 
mission in 1912, showed sirong pro-Russian sym- 
paihies, and consequ-entjy gained rapid prortWhvrt, 
Made lieuteniflt-coIOTicI m 19] 9 and colonel in 1920. 
During the whole of his service he was intimate with 
Ri?a Khan,, and accompanied him on she march tn 
Tehran in February 1921 ivbieh culminated in ihc 
coup if£far. Was promoted general artt! given com- 
nutnd of ihc CcnnM Division, In July 1927 he fell 
from favour, and was put under arrest for a short 
time for an unknown reason, Whatever the suspicions 
ag:iirt>t him were, they appear to have been unsub¬ 
stantiated, for he was released very soon. In the 
autumn of 192S he was appointed inspector of the 
gendarmerie, but ^as superseded in |93o and left 
without nny active conurtatid. 

Inspector of infantry in 1932. Commandant of 
Tehran Cadet College 1933. 

On the fall of Rj/u Shah, he became Chief of the 
General NtutT, and worked as a loyal supporter of the 
young Shaft 

Appointed adjutant-general to the Shah autumn 
1943, a jw he still retains. Member of the Pcrso- 
Soviel Cultural Relations Commit ice February.' 1944* 

Leader or military contingenl chr^n to represent 
Persia at Victory Parade in London June 1946, 
Minister of War in HakimFs Cabinei Decernt>er 194 7 
June I94R. since when he has held ihc sinecure 
appointment of InsbeClor of ihe Ccnlral Garrison. 

He is active, intclhgeit. hortO’-c, genial and staunchly 
patriot ic. All hough he is one of ihc Shah \ closest 
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advisery, he Joes noi have a very high opinion of him 
personally, though he is devotftl to the monarchy, 
Hl- is one of the few- senior urmy officers who arc 
inconrijpiible 

Spejki, French and Rus-iurs und has a Ru^.^^an 
wife, 

181. \ azdi. Dr, .Murti/a 

Born about 1900 Educated in Germany where 
he is reported to have joined the Communist Party. 
Often represented Tudeh workers in negotialimvH 
between them and their employers In early months 
Oi l L '4fi made a tour of the south and SouLh-east in 
an effort to whip up Tudeh support and was res- 
porvdhk in large measure for the troubles in, Isfahan 
m April of that year, A member of the Directing 
Committee of the Russo-Persian Cultural Relations 
Society 1946, Minister of Healdi under Qnvam-us- 
Slluneh m August-Ociobcr 1946 when he used ht.> 
pcsitkw to fill important posts sn the ‘ : 

Tudeh ntcnvbe« and sympathisers. 

After the attempt on the Shah5 life he was, tried! 
with other Tudeh leaders and sentenced to live team’ 
solitary confinement Apnl 1949. 

Ittl. Zuliidi, f-.-istu(fith iBasir-i-Dh^nk Major-Gcoerkl 
(Variishgar) 

Born in Hamadan atx'Hii EfiSK), His father was 
for many years in charge of the late Nasir-ul-MulCs 
propeny at Hamadan Jomcd the Constitutional 
movemeni and was wounded. Joined, the Cossacks, 
iind thus came irtin contact with Riza Klian, under 
whom he served. Commanded the troops at Shiraz 
m 1^22. In t y 24 commanded the troops rent to 
Khuzj$tan, and helped to arrest the Sheikh of 
Muhammerah in 1925, Transferred So Rc4u u ]4>6. 
where he commanded tlie Northern Independent 
Brigade Rccdied to Tehran December 1928. Com- 
manjeJ l hie Road tiuards 1929, ArrcsleJ .ind 
degraded for neglect of duty in H29 Soon after he 
was pardoned and reinstated- Chief of Police 1931. 
Relieved of this pr>si after a few months owing to 
the e*.ipc of some prisoner* from pitson Dismisse.l 
from th-o army m 193L Turned his attention to 
business and tevauie a partner in ibe iL Kazadem i ” 
Ford ageaev. Reinniaied in the rank of general 1932 
and made aide-de-camp to the Shah. Member of 
ihc Iranian comniereial delegation, to Russia in April 
Ni?. anti subsequently visited! Central Europe. 

Commanded troops m Isfahan 1^42, and gradually 
took, charge of all departments of Government: 
was found [has he wav w orking with (he Germans, 
and he was arrested by British troops sod taken mu 
of Persia in ihc autumn of 1942. Released in 1945. 
Appointed Inspector of the Forces of ihc South 
July 1946 Pl-ieed on the retired list June 1949, 

More of a politician than a soldier. Made :i good 
deal of money in Rhuzistun, Being capable of 
gcnerosin he wu-- runt unpopular with the troops under 
bis command. 

Married the daughter of Husain F’iraia fMu\amin- 
uFMulk) in ]927 r but divorced her and subsequently 
married one of the rich Ittihadich family. 

183, ZaniL Ibrahim 

Rsi-rn aKmt FJucaietl m the Cadet College 

at S«. Petersburg. Then sent to study law in France, 
where he was j contemporary and friend nf Javid 
Amiri. Towards the end of tlie 1914-18 war became 
an active member of the Mwnwai Party in Az.er- 
bitijaii, and in l^in became a member oil the short¬ 
lived Azerbaijan Government. After its fall be went 
back lo France, and a few years after returned to 


. FcrsbLi, where Davar employed hmt in the Ministry 
of Justice as an adviser, He was subsequently trans¬ 
ferred to the Ministry of Finance, and in 1938 
became a member of the board of the National Bank. 
On Hie appointment of A. R Iblifeaj as director of 
that bank he kft the bank and was employed a\ C ourt 
as Comptroller of the Royal Accounts. Minister of 
War in Suhatlro third Cabinet December 1943. 
Minister of Aar in Sa'id's Cabinet March and Aprit 
*944. in Bayin'* Cabinet November 1944, Halo mi 5 
Cabinet May 1945 and Sadr’s Cabiftfit June ] L H5, 
Governor-General, Isfahan. January 1949, 

Suffers from ffl-bcalth and has made fretiucm trips 
lo Palestine for trcaimeni. A patriotic and honest man 
with a background of military training of the Russia 
of Tsarist days. Had sound ideas about eliminating 
corruption in the army but lacked courage to enforce 

his v. ill. 

Married ic> the msict of Farajullah Bahrumi. 
Speaks Russian extiemcly well, probabls better [hun 
Persian, 

J8J. /aneaneh. Dr- Alimd Ibrahim 

Bom c. J9CW Director of Industrial and Mining 
Bank and for u time managing director of this 
bank, He had been connected wiih the planning 
Organisation of the 7-Year Plan for some lime before 
being Lippomicd a member of ihe Council of the 
Plan on its creation m May |w.;i 4 His shown keen 
interest in economic development schemes Said to 
he progressive and active. 

185, /arm-hafVli, Ali \sglur 

Sitti about 1885, of j Tehran famib of ICurdihh 
descent EducaieJ at the Political School in Tehran, 
and employed in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
subsidiary posts for several yean. In i i i23 and iQ24 
was head of a seel ion of ihc Ministry and was always 
very courteous and helpful vv.-en.evc.' referred to by 
members of this embassy. Served av "chef de 
Cabinet " to 1‘uruglu while ihc latter was Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. He was subsequently pelted to 
Washington* where he spem more than’ a year as 
secretary to the Persian Legaiio i He was recxlted 
ti> Tehran in about 1927, and served in the Ministry 
of Justice for a time under Davar. at ihe lime when 
the Ministry was heiriii fund amenta] b it-formcd. He 
was for a time a judge of the Cour de Cassation. He 
then was transferred to the Ministry of the Interior, 
where he was serving as Under-Secretary when ihc 
Minister of the fnieiior, Mi Mansur, was transferred 
to the Ministry of Roads on 2tub January, 1931. 
From thenceforward he served as Acting Minister 
tif the InicTior until FurugltFs Cabinet was formed 
in Scpicmber ju.l?, 

Proceeded lo England as commissioner of ihe 
Per^nm Government with the Anglo-Persian Oil Com¬ 
pany in December 1933. wilh his wife and two 
children. Honorary counsellor to (he legation in 
London 1937. 

Returned to Persia December 1940, Under-Secro 
1 ary aE the Ministry of Justice from 1941. Has silw*y 5 
been helpful tn settling ca-ses and giving advice on 
points s>f Persian law. On IlikmatN resignation from 
SuhailiN t abinet in June 1943, became Acting 
Minister of Justice, but cm the appomlmcnl of Sadr 
as Minister returned to the post of ! ’nder-Secretary 
Mimster of Mmmce 1944 Appariled chairman, 
Indusin.d ;inj Mining Bank February 1948 Replaced 
inwards ihe end of ihe year 
Speaks English and French. 

Zariii Kuish is In^ncsi and M^iallv miist pltusanl, 

En 1945 he joined the Iradeh-i-Mdli Partv ami lias a 
very high regard for Sayyid Zia. 
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PERSIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 1&4S 

Sir Aff Rougftvl to Mr. Benin (Received lOlA January) 


(No. a) 

Bii- p Tehran, oth January, 1949, 

With reference u» Foreign Office circular 
i»47 rrf 14th 3 lecember, 1944, 1 have the 
tioiMur to [ranamii to yon herewith a report 
on the heads of foreign diplomat, ir minions 
at this post 

I have, &c, 

■J H. LE RGrGETEL. 


Endow re in No, 49 

Report on Heads of Foreign Missions iii IVhmn 

£ Pas sag.es mar Led with an asterisk are reproduced 
from previous reports) 

Afj^austn 

Rahimoltah Khan, ambassador ( 3 rd February, 

I«7y 

For some years Minister of Mines and of Public 
Works and Roads at Kabul rhough an obscure 
little m:m, is most friendly. He speaks good English, 
and especially since the transfer of pwer in India 
is always keen to show his frjcndlhK&s Is) us. lias 
been involved in some publicity owing to the HdrnamJ 
River dispute, in (he course of which he was 
victimised Iasi summer by (he Persian Government 
who, quite unnecessarily, boycotted his annual recep¬ 
tion owing to discontent with (he attitude of the 
Afghan Goveranieni- 

Argrotfnu 

Eduardo L. dc Col ombres Marmol, minister ( 2 jst 
March, 1948 ), 

A young politician who has seen little of (he world 
outside his own country and hat had no previous 
experience of diplomacy. It i* not conceivable lhai 
he w-ill find anything to do here unless u is to keep 
an eye on his liru/ihan and t nilcd States colleagues 
He is friendly bat not in any way impressive, ami is 
said to have some difficulty in preventing his heiertv- 
geneous stati (one of whom is a dentist by profession) 
from creating unfortunate minor incident 

Mme. dc CoSurtibre* is amiable but mousy and 
must b; a good deal older than her husband. 

Bdjgimn 

Comte Antoine Je Lauhespin. minister 02 th 
January, 194 ft). 

•Formerly counsellor of die Belgian Eimbavsy in 
London, lie is well informed about and well disposed 
towards England intelligent and agreeable, but He 
has poor health and rather a pule personality. Both 
he and his French wife are most friendly. (Written 

in me.) 

Bitd 

Dccio dc Moura, minister f 14 th October, 1047 ), 

\ young career diplomatist in his first ministerial 
post. He Is intelligent and quick in his appreciation 
of the complexities of ihe political situation here and 
mosi friendly both to us and the Americans. 

Mme. de Mourn is ornamental and agreeable She 
is said to be very wealthy and is on intimate terms 
with Princess Avhraf. 

40326 


Chik 

Manu.t Garrcton, minister t20th June, 1^4 in 

Resident in Angora. 

‘A political appointee who h reputed to have 
sympathy with the Extreme Left. He lives at Angora 
and during ihc few weeks lie was in Persia he con¬ 
trived iii keep hiv political views under stern con¬ 
trol. although at that lime the star of the Tuddi was 
in the asemdant. 1 did not sec much of him. hut 
he made an agreeable impression, (Written in 194b.) 
He hardly ever visit* fchran. 

China 

Ye Tung Chqic. ambassador Ll4ib Septeinbef. 
1946). 

He is both intelligent. friendly and easy to get on 
wills, He has an agreeable wife, who has taken 
naturally to a spirit of cheerfulness of an American 
brand. They entertain generously and Eiave u large 
family. Fite eldest son, of whom they jr L ’ .fry proud, 
is an undergraduate ..l Oxford, 

CjiiiMsIiodiivukiiu 

Vacant, minister. 

1 vo Spoulil, charge d'affaires arf inn rim* 

Has been in charge since the departure of 
M. Kutlrat in October. He is painfully anxious to 
convey the impression that he is only waiting for an 
opportunity to follow his minister into political evile, 
He may do so yet. but his obsequious manner is far 
from attractive or convincing and he must b: treated 
with caution until he declare;, himself more openly. 
Shnsky, brother of Lhc secretary of the Communist 
Party a( Prague, has been appointed here .lv charge 
daffaires but has not vet arrived. 

DfeHtrit 

Aid Kuspar Ffcdcrik Sporcm-Fiedler, minister 
(l 4th October, 1947). 

Before coming to Persia he was for many year* 
(OBMil-geiiera! in San Francisco and had obviously 
taken toot there. He is meticulously formal and 
precise but hospitable and kindly. 

Mme. Sponon-Fiedlcr, (hough vague, is agreeable 
and has n somewhat clearer idea ihau her hu&band 
of what is pome on round her. 

A F. A&tot Bey, umiuivsftdoF (26th February. 1948), 

He h - l‘.'l 3S barmles in spite of his doubtful record 
during (he 3usi war. but 1 never come into direct 
con tael with him and therefore 1 cannot form a 
definite Opinion. 

Finland 

Bunin V S. Vrjd-Koskincn. minister (8lh Decem¬ 
ber. 19481 

Resident in Angora, 

A professional diplomatist of (he old school. He 
recently paid a short visit to Tehran and. from what 
little a saw of him then, he seemed lo me to be well 
informed and sensible as well as friendly. 

France 

Pierre L a fond, ambassador t?0ih October, 1945). 

He is over (s0. charming, cultivated alert, incon 
sequent and deeply devout. He fought in the 19] 4 18 
w ar and then catered (he diplomatic service: returned 
to the army in 1939, but .ificf (he defeat of France 
he obtained an appointment in 'T u nisi a. His open 
antagonism to Vichy caused him to be arrested by 
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the Germans and buck t«» fwiica, whence k* 
weip.;J dandratinely -iv^r the Pyrenees and joined 
the Free French in Algiers after the occupation of 
North Africa by the A Eli as Left 4 widower some 
two y«ar> ago vsuh Euur unmj children, lie failed 
a>n$ptcwH»l> m lu> attempt to .sppC> to them the 
mould which he hav uik.cn -.0 ■aetl himsdf They 
have now left him to live ou; the rest of hi> 
19th century, it t> hi he hoped in peace. 

M, Lafond can speak Eityli.sh quite well, though 
he scarcih ever doer. so. and in spile of some years, 
of service in the Levant, he is j staunch supporter of 
Angio-French solidarity. 

Gcorge.'i Colisli., eh.irei d'affaires CLHh Septem¬ 
ber. mu 

* Slather a lightweight, but friendly.. His wife, who 
comes from Istanbul, is musical and intelligent They 
are well received m Tehran society- [Written in 1947.) 

Holy See 

Mgr Paolo Pappalardo. VpoiqoEic Delegate. 

Mgr. Pflppalirdo. who In'- bfipn acting delegate 
since H4(v was receotis appointed Archbishop of 
ApnTifs it. Syria, Administrator of the Latin Arch- 
dioc:>: id Ktaluti and Apostolic Delegate and has 
}ust returned 10 take up his new- function. He h 
sometimes decried in the ultra,is bcunc too 
bro id-mind?d + bat for my part [ h,i\,j always found 
him human, agreeable an:l will informed. 

India 

Syetl \|i /jh«r, amiisi-Klar 26 th Januan, t943j, 

A Shiah Moslem from Lucknow, formerly a 
member of (he Interim Government -if India, rfe U 
said to stand well with Lhc Congress Party and 
Pandit Nehru He doe> his M to be affable, tHH 
has given 4 gviod deal of offence in spiLe of this, since 
he came here, He is not an good term', with his staff. 
Mrs Zaheer is intelligent and agreeable. 

Iraq 

Mohammad Salim Al-Radi, minisscr (10th July. 
1547 1 , 

A politician wiihcmi previous diplomatic experi¬ 
ence. he is well informed and friendly, but rather 
blunt sn manner, Quite recently he wn_s suddenly 
informed of his recall, but, to his undisguised relief, 
this instruction wa> no I; v s suddenly cancelled a few 
days later He speak*. English well, bin !«sm well 
than his young and beautiful wife, Thry arc both 
prominent bridge fiends, 

Italy 

Murqtii Mherto Rossi Lon chi. nmbassador CGih 

February, 1948), 

Having few ititerc.sis outside his office arid his own 
h.ij^hold, lie is perforce thrown back on the latter 
md rarely leaves home except on duly bent Or to 
rummage for bargains in the town, Combined with 
4 good table, the effect of (his Ncdetnary existence is 
already becoming apparent Rossi Loright was for 
some ycjrt in Canada, He is quite intelligent and. 

I am told, by nature industrious. This would account 
for his dislike of his present po=.(- He and his charm* 
mg wife both ■ipe.ik English well and are very 
friendly I under',land (ha! they have strong 
Monarchist sympathies 

Lebanon 

Or Salim Haidar, minister (2nd October, 1946), 

A young politician and university professor wilh 
no previous diplomatic experience, he is well read, 
an authority on Islamic literature and something of 
4 poet He is mtcllrcvrti md friendly, and he and 
hr, wife ao down well with the Persians, though he 
is dearly not thrilled with Tehran ar > post and 
seems anxious to cel hack to Beirut 


tSeifterimis 

AV. P. Momijn. minister (I44h March, 194$), 

“dsiore warning 10 Persia he served in Australia 
and nctore ihul in the United States. He speaks 
English w,-ll and is most friendly in 4 rattier 
jpon-i.-rous way. His wife, who is attractive and a 
good deal younger than he. was brought up m 
America. Sbe is bilingual, (Written in 1946 t 

\um ay 

Hans C. Berg, minister (19th May. 1947). 

Resident in MOSCOW. 

Served formerly tn Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
He seems friendly'and intelligent and has Eost no time 
in absorbing the diplomatic atmosphere of Moscow. 
His wife is agreeable but rather ponderous., 

Also j consul-.general resident m Tehran. 

Pakistan 

Giia/anfui Alt khan, ambassador (39th August, 
1948). 

V 11 active Muslim League politician who was 
pafiueuKriy successful as Minister of Refugees in 
1947. He is a good type of Punjabi landowner, with 
excellent manners and considerable charm, One of 
the fcadiftg Shias of Pakistan, he is amiable and has 
a keen sense of humour. 

Poland 

Vacant, minister. 

k urimien: Smiv inou-.ia, charge d'affaires 4Z2ruJ 
July, 1947 k 

He hovers on. the fringe of lhc satellite group and 
wt 1 ulJ like to be thought friendly by everyone. 

Rouniuia 

loti Magheru* minister Eitlh November, I L ?48F 

Brother of a it ardent Communist and one of the 
few remaining professionals In the Roumanian 
service, he in reported 10 be the head of ihe Coimn- 
form organisation in Persia He arrived overland 
from Turkey with very extensive luggage and fail 
moved into a large house. I have known M. Maghcm 
on and off for the past twelve years He makes fur 
too good an impression on (ho unwary. His tech¬ 
nique here will r*' doubt lx: to try to lull them into 
complacency by parading a zeal for communism 
which his manner and appearance belie. In this way 
he ntav manage t<> persuade some of (ho over-smart 
that he is in fact a sheep in sheeps clothing. 

Saudi Arabia 

tiamzeh Ghows, minister Cfuh May, I94fl>. 

Recently re-established the Saudi Arabian Legation 
here He is aminbfe and insinuating, but a dreadful 
old humbug He flaunts the picturesque simplicity 
of the desert tradition before (he iminhibitcd 
Tehranis. Hut the effect Im been considerably 
marred by the recent announcement of his marriage 
to a very" young Persian lady, who ls. not expected 
to become permanently established, 

Soviet Talw 

Ivan Vassilicviich Sadlchikov, ptmhavsador 126th 
March, 19461 

Youngish, thickset and unimpressive, looking more 
like an ii-c.o. in the Red army than a diplomat His 
on!', previous experience of foreign counliies was 
Belgrade. Hu- gives sin impression of being raUu* 
lost in dealing with Pcraan conditions and seems 10 
spend most oF his- rime within the four walls of lhc 
Soviet Compound He is said to be a purist in ihe 
matter of identogv and to have been, charged by 
some nf his compii (Viols wilh ignoring practical issue#. 

is allowed little latitude by Moscow and '* 
extremely cautions in conversation, possibly on 
account of a natural tendency (o be friendly which 


he has constantly to ke^p in check. His periodica! 
returns to Moscow always give rise to rumour.-, iliac 
he will not return, which have hitherto been 
unfounded, though his health is indifferent and his 
visits to the Black Sea emsi for recuperation seem 
to be genuine, Said to be blunt and brutal in his 
dealings with the Persians, probably on instructions. 
He speaks 1 link French and miderstaiuH some 
English, though Soviet diplomanc usage makes ii 
necessary lor him always to use an interpreter, 

Mine Sadlchikovn is a negative quantity, pale, 
unhealthy-looking and apparently unhappy: she is 
closely watched by her "secretary " and seemv timid 
and afraid. 

Sweden 

Vacant, minister, 

Bengt Qdhner. charge d'affaires. 

\ civilised and friendly young man, who seems 
level-headed and practical and not n all dismayed 
m his Li A of looking atier Swedish interests Iwth 
here and in Iraq apparently ind eh tritely since the 
departure of lhc minister in 1947. a" non-career 
officer with the rank of attache,, previously vice- 
consul at Milan 

.Swit/erltieid 

Charles Edouard de Bavk'r, minister March, 
1947). 

Formerly in Rome and Aihcnv After acting for 
nearly twt> years as charge d'affaires, wish person a) 
r-jrtk of niiitislcr, ric presented letters In 1947. 
Pleasant and affable, but a hgluweighL of a type 
usually met with before die war on the french 
Riviera, In spile of his outward cheerfulnesi, he 
clearly, makes little of Persia .md longs to retufT- to 
the sophisticated urbanities of Europe, His wife 
suffers from indifferent health and ius even greater 
dilhcully in ritting into the Iranian scene. She is 
friendly, talkative and somewhat overpowering. 

Syria 

Vacant, minister, 

Farid Khan], charge d'affaires 
He is quite intelligent in a dreary Way, and is I 
believe politically active in Arab arete here, but in 
no sense afl attractive personalily. 


Turkey 

Kflmal Kdprtilij, ambassador (24th May, !94?>. 

Very friendly and wide-awake, well informed md 
full of good sense. He is one of the outstanding 
members of the Diplomatic Corps, of which he 
became dean in 1946, Formerly in Kabul. 

Elii wife, though she is said to be cultivated and 
witty in Turkish, is lca% westernised than her husband 
and i> ponderous and monosyllabic, being unable to 
speak any language but Turkish. 

United Stales 

John €. Wiley* ambassador (bth April, 1943). 

Transferred here after only a few months in 
Lisbon, his hciiri is still in Bogota -his previous posL. 
He showed no sign of taking Persia at all seriously 
until the result of the presidential elections became 
known, Mr. Wiley is of Irish cxiractiim anti I believe 
spem part of Ins childhood in France, Having w;r 
thirty years' service, he f«K himself to be a veteran 
diplomatist and, in one sense no doubt he i>, but he 
certainly t> not fond Of Work and is capable of 
repeating himself almost mdctiniiely. He is aL->o 1 
COaJinrittJ potent and, on OCCt-Mon", makes a point 
or being rude. On ihc miser hand, he is without doubi 
most friendly, warm-hearted and forthright* with a 
basis of sound common, sense and a certain flair for 
essential.-. He is. a wboTc-bcaried anu-C’cmmunrst 
and a staunch supporter o! Anglo-American friend- 
sbip, 

Mrs Wiley is of Jewish race and Polish by birth, 
She ;s 1 competent artist and. for lhc nest, impulsive 
tactless and hospitable. She does not suffer 
Philistines gladly. Both she and her husband are 
Roman Catholics, They arc at times unaccountably 
swayed by per usual impressions, but t suspect that, 
,ts a rule, 11 ri Mrs Wiley who calfs the Hmc 

1 u^iivlai id 

Vacant, minister. 

Ivan Mi rose vie. charge d’affaires. 

He Sissencd his loyally 10 l iio at the time of the 
recent breach with the LYiaiuuform, wlucli gave ri-ie 
(o the departure Ti>r Moscoti of the minister, 
M. Alihodzk. whn w'as toti crude 10 be able to deal 
with that delicate situation. M. Milosevic is rather 
itivignificant but apparently friendly. He is noi cm 
good terms with the Russians, who boycotted Ins 
recent annual reception. 
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PERSIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir J Le Hougetd no Mr , .4 tth *. (Ht r f iced 20 (b July) 


(No. 2H7. (amfidenlialj Tehran, 

Sir + mh July, 1049, 

W ith ixrt’erenoc to Foreign Office Cirt L u- 
Lir No. (i47 of the 14rh Dcieutbei , 1944 t 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith 
a report on the Henri# of Foreign Diplo¬ 
ma lie Mission* at this jkwi 
I hare, &v, 

J. H, Le ROUGETEL. 


F*mleisure in No. 50 

Ho purl un I lends uf toreOEn ML^kots in lehran 

fPassages marked with an aq«fivk are 
reproduced frum previous reports) 

Afghanivtan 

AmbvL^sJidor. Rahimollah Khan (3rd February, 
1947), 

For borne year-v Milti-SttT ot Mmej. and Public 
Workv and Rondv at Rubul, A self-cffacmg little 
man. but .agreeable and helpful. He speaks good 
Eriglivh, and especially since the transfer of power in 
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India U always anxious to show his friendImc”v to us. 
Has been involved in some publicity owing to ihe 
Helmund River dispute, 

AwhIk 

Minister, [IdiUTtio L. dc l oloirtbrcs Mormol 
(2Hi March* 19m 

”A young politician who has seen little of the 
world outside his ow a country and has had no previous 
eiperieno; of diplomacy. It i> not conceivable that he 
will find anything to do here unless it is keep m 
eye cm his Brazilian and United States colkagoes Me 
is friendly bui not in any way impressive, and is said 
to have some diElicuhy in preventing his heterogeneous 
naff tone of whom » ,t dentist b) profession) from 
creatine unfortunate minor incidents. 

Mmc, de CoEcmfhrcs U amiable bus mousy* and 
must be a good deal older than her husband. (As 
in 194-S report. I 

Belgium 

Minister, Comte Antoine de Laubrspiii 1 12th Jan¬ 
uary*, 19-Id). 

•Formerly Counsellor of the Belgian Embassy in 
London, he is well informed about and well disposed 
towards F-rtgi.Lnd* Intelligent and agreeable, bus he 
has poor health and rather a pale personality, Both 
he and hi-. French wife are moss friendly. | Written 
in imi 

Brcutl 

Minister Deet o <fc Mourn il4lh October* 194?), 

A young career diplomatist in hi - first rtillistcrlal 
post. He is intelligent and quick in his appreciation 
of the corupk-xiitci of the political situation here, and 
mtHl friendly bath io us and the Americans* 

Mmr, de Moura is ornamental and agreeable, Sim 
is said lo he very wealthy and is on intimate terms 
with Princes* A'.hraf. (As tn 194S report,} 

Chile 

Minister. Manuel Garreton tlOth June, 1946)* 
Resident in Angora. 

A political appointee who was, on lira irrivaJ, 
reputed to have sympathy unh the extreme Ijcfi. He 
lives at Angora and during his occasional visits to 
Persia he has contrived to keep hi* political views 
under item ermlrol. I have not seen much of him, 
hut he makes an agreeable impression. He seldom 
visits Tehran, 

Mmc, Garre ton is charming and gookdodting. 

China 

AtnbASsador, Ye Tung-cheng |24Hi September, 

19#}, 

He met his wife are both intelligent -and friendly. 
They enter Li in generously and have a large family. 
The eldest son, of whom they arc very proud, is an 
undergraduate at Oxford, Recent events in China 
have hit them very hard and they will shortly be 
leaving this post. 

OcegfislotMUt 

Counsellor and Char# <F Affaires, Richard 

SLunsky (8ih January, 1949), 

By profession ,i journalist, he is the brother of 
the Secretary-General of the Cffidi Communist 
Party and is probably the leading Communist inning 
satellite members of the Diplomatic Corps here. His 
Govern merit apparently sent him here as Counsellor 
and Charge d'Affaires w-iih the intent ion i*t appointing 
lum * Minister once he was in the country* This 
plan did noi work uni! the Persian Government 
have .i-vod for his recall on personal grounds. A 
Mmistd. M. Vasts, formerly Consul-General at 
Marseilles, is expected shortly. 


M. SLunsky i^ a grotesquely unattractive person, 
pretentious and obsequious by turn. His chief 
quality is probably the sincerity of his devotion to the 
communist, cause, which he does not conceal He 
was in England os ,t refugee during the war and 
professes an admiration tor England which may 
wdl be genuine. Kin wife is said to be English, 

Denmark 

Minister, A\d kuspur Fredenk SpOrOrt-Fiedler 
(|4lh OcLaber* 1947), 

■Before coming to Persia he was for many years 
Cousuf-Crcner.il in San Francisco and had obviously 
taken root there, He F meticulously formal and 
precise. but hospitable and kindly 

sir-.. Sporon-Fiedler, though vague. Is agreeable 
and ha> a somewhat clearer idea than he'- husband of 
what i.v going on round her. (As in 3948 report.) 

Egypt 

Cliur# <TAffairs*. Hussein Ruuchdy (24th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1949), 

A friendly colleague of the conventional type. 
Formerly in Washington., He was educated at Cam¬ 
bridge. In marked contrast so hi Ambassador, who 
is abseru but has not yet presented letters oF recall, 
he is most anxious to be on the friendliest possible 
terms witlt i.his embassy. M. Rouchdy is a bachelor 
and speaks English almost too well. 

Finland 

Minister* Baron A. ,S. YtjJFKosk inert 4 8th Decern- 
bet, 1948), Resident in Angora, 

*A professional diplomatist of the old school. He 
recently paid a short vkji to Tehran and, from what 
little I saw of him then, he seemed to me to be well 
informed and wmsible as well as friendly. (As 
in 1948 report,) 

Frauen 

Vmbas^adlOr. Pierre La fond (20th September, 
194$), 

•He is over sixty, charming, cultivated, nteri, 
incosisequent and deeply devout. He fought in 
the 1914-18 war and then entered the diplomatic 
service; returned to ilic Army in E939, but after the 
defeat of France he obtained art appoint men! in 
Timitiit, His open antagonism to Vichy caused 
him u> be arrested by the Germans and sent back to 
France, whence he escaped clandestinely over the 
Pyrenees and joined tin. Free French in Algiers 
oiier the occupation of North Africa by thu Allies, 
Left a widower some two years ago with four young 
children. he railed conspicuously In his attempt to 
apply to them the mould which he h,t, taken so well 
himself. They have now left him lo live out I he 
rest of his |9ih century, it is hoped in peace. 

Vt. Lafond cun speak English quite well* though 
he scarcely ever does so, and in *pi!e of some years of 
scri ice in the Levant he is a staunch supporter of 
Anglo-French solidarity, (As in 1948 report.) 

Greece 

Charge d'Affaires. Georges Coiulas tl,lth Scptcm- 
Her. 1943), 

One of the veterans of the Diplomatic Corps here. 
He is friendly but somewhat opinionated. His wife is 
agreeable and has mmilca) taste*. They are both well 
received in Tehran society, 

lluly See 

Apostolic Delegate. Mgr. Paolo Pappalardo. 

‘Mgr. Fappatarfio. who has been acting delegate 
since 1946, was recently appointed Archbishop of 
Apatites in Syria, Administrator of the Latin Arch¬ 
diocese of Isfahan and Apostolic Delegale and has 
just returned to lake up his new function. He E* 
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sometimes decried by the ultra-psou^ as. being too 
broad-minded, hut for mv part I have always, found 
htm human* agreeable and well-informed, (As in 
194s report) 

Iraq 

Minister. Tahsin Qadri (5th June, 1949). 
Appointed and presented letters a few days before 
the visit of the Prince Regent: he left again about 
three weeks Liter and acconiponied Hi-, Royal 
Highness to London, During Tahsin Qaafaf's brief 
tenure the post was raised to an Embassy, but he did 
not present new credentials: and Jw is not expected 
lo return* 

Hah 

Ambassador. Marquis Alberto Rossi i cuighi 
(2&h February* 1948). 

•Having few interests outside his office and his 
own household, he i- perforce [brown back on the 
latter and rarely leaves home except on duty bent or ro 
rummage |br hargnins in the town. Combined with 
a good table* the effect of this sedentary existence is 
already beeonung apparent, Rossi Longhi was for 
some years in Canada. He is quite intelligent and, I 
um told, by nature industrious. This alone would 
account for his dislike of Ins present post. He and 
his charming, wife both speak English well and are 
very friendly. E understand that they have strong 
monarchist sympathies. (As in 1948 report.) 

Lebanon 

Minister, Dr. Salim Haidar (2nd October, 1946). 

* A young politician and University professor with 
no previous diplomatic experience, he is well read* an 
authority on Hlairtic literature and something of a 
poet. He is intelligent and friendly, and be and his 
wife go down well with the Persians, though he is 
clearly not shrilled wills Tehran as a post and seems 
anxious Lo get buck lo Beirut, (As in 1948 report). 

XidurJ-tuds 

Minister. W. P. Montijn (I4lh March, 1948}* 
•Before corning to Persm he served in -Vu-iralia 
and before that in the United Suics. He speaks 
English well arid is mosi friendly in a tatlicr ponderous 
way* His wife, who is attractive and a good deal 
yinmgrr than he, w,<v brought up ru America, She 
is bilijigu.il. (Written in t94b,J 

Norway 

Minister. Hans C. Berg(l9lh May, 1947). Resident 
in Moscow. 

^Served formerly in Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He cents friendly and tnldUgcnL and ha, lost no 
htne in absorbing the diplomatk atmosphere of 
Moscnw, His wife i\ ygreeabk buL raiher ponderous.* 
AIm' a Consul-General resideni In Tehran, i 
in I94S report ! 

Fuland 

Minister* Vacant, 

Charge U'Affaires. R.wiinters SmEpnowski 
(22nd July* 1947). 

•He hosier*, on the fringe of the satellite group and 
would like to he ihoughi friendly by everyone. (As 
in 1948 repors.) 

RtHltnartiu 

Minisicr, Jon Magheru (Sih November* 1948), 
'Brcuhcr of an arderu Communist and one of the 
few remaining professionals in ihe Roumanian 
service, he is reported to be the Head of Lhe Comin- 
form organisation m Persia, He arrived overland 
from Turkey with very extensive luggage and has 
moved into u large house. I have know n M Magheru 
on and off for the past twelve years. He makes fur 


too good an impression on the unwary, Hik technique 
here will no dou bt be to try to lull (be rn i mo complacency 
by parading a real for Communism which his manner 
and appcarariL-e belie, in this way he may manage to 
per>mide some of the oversmart that he i*i* in fact, a 
sheep in sheep's clothing- (As in 1948 report*) 

Saudi Arabia 

Minister, Hnmzeh Ghtiw . Mas. I94N). 

Rtxenlly re-cslahlij.hcd the Saudi Arabian leyu- 
lion here. He h nmiab’e and insinuating* biff a 
dreadful old humbug. He flaunts the picturesque 
simplicity of the desert tradirion before the unirtliibiied 
Tehranis. But the effect has been considerably 
marred b> the recent announeefflenl of hi-, marriage 
to it very young Persian lady who is hoe expected to 
became pcrmanertllyestablished. ( As in 1948 report). 

Swrfct Union 

Ambassador. Han Vassillcviteh Sadtchikov 
(26th March. 1946). 

•^'oungish, thickset and unimpressive, looking 
more like an N.C.O. in the Red Army than a diplomat* 
Hi>, only previous c^perkrtpe of foreign countries was 
Belgrade, He gives an impression of bcin^ rather 
ios! in dealing with Persian conditions and seems to 
spend most of hix ttnte within the four wails of the 
Soviet Compound* Me is -end to be ,i purist in ihe 
matter of ideology and to have been charged by same 
of his compatriots with ignoring practical issues, lie 
is Allowed little latitude by Moscow and is extremely 
cauiiOvs in conversation* possibly on account of 
a natural tendency to be friendly which he lias 
constantly to keep in check. Ills periodical returns 
to Moscow give rise always In rumours that he wilt 
not return* which have hitherto been urtfounded, 
though ins heulih is indifferent sutd Ills visits to the 
Black Sc.t coast for recuperation scum to be genuine. 
Said lo be blunt and brutal in hi'* dealing* wit (a the 
Persians, probably on instructions. Me speaks a 
little French and understands some English, though 
Soviet diploma lie usage makes it necessary for him 
atuay* to use an interpreter. 

Mme. Sadlchikov.i is j negative quantity, pale, 
Linhcalihv-1 noting and apparendy unhuppy; ■.be is 
closely watcheJ by her “ -jrcrettiry " and seem, tumd 
and afraid. (As in 1948 report.) 

Sweden 

Minister, Harry Erikvson. 

Formerly Minister to South Africa. He seems 
ponderously cheerful and agreeable, Aho accredited 
(o Bagdad. 

Sn il/crluntl 

Minister, Charles Edouard dc Bavjcr (22nd March* 
1947), 

‘Formerly rn Rome and Athens. After acting for 
nearly two years as Charge d‘Affaire*, with personal 
rank of Minister, he presented letters in 1947. 
Pleasant and affable, but a iiighiu'cighl of a lype 
usually met with before the war cm the French 
Riviera* In voile of his outward cheerfulness he 
clearly makes little of Perdu and longs Co return to 
the sophisticated urbanities of Europe, Mis wife 
tuffers from indifferent hralih and has evert greater 
difficulty in fitting into the Persian scene. She is 
friendly, talkative and stimevvhai overpowering. 
(As in I94S report.) 

Sjri* 

Minister. Vacant* 

Ouirge d‘Affaires, Farid Klutvi, 

•He is quite intelligent in a dreary way. tmd is* J 
believe, politically active in Arab circles here, bat 
in no sense an attractive personality, iAs. in 1948 
report.) 









m 


Turkey 

Ambassadw, Kemal KOprUSil |24ih May, 1945). 

■Ver\ friendly and wideawake, well-informed and 
full of 'good sense. He is one of the omsianding 
members of the Diplomatic Corfw, of which he 
became deiiii In 19-46, Formerly in Kabul, 

His wife, ihough she i> said to be cultivated and 
witty in Turkish, ii less westernised than her husband 
and is ponderous and monosyllabic, being uju&Ic to 
speak any language bui Turkish. 

Ini ted States 

Ambassador. John C. Wiley iblh April, I 94 HL 

* I ransfeifed here after only a few months in 
Lisbon, his heart is still in Bogota-his previous 
post. He showed: no sign of taking Persia at all 
seriously until the result of the prudential elections 
became known. Mr, Wiley is of Irish ^traction and 
E believe spent part of hh childhood in !■ ranee. 
Having over bitty years 1 service he feels himself 
to be a veteran diplomatist and in one sense no doubt 
he is* but he certainly is not fond uf work and is 
capable of repeating hitmdf indefinitely. He b abo a 
eon firmed powuf and. on occasion, makes a point of 


being rude. On the other hand, he is without doubt 
most friendly, warm-hearted and forthright, with a 
basi 4 - of sound common sense arid a certain flair tot 
essentials. He is a whole-hearted unti-Communist 
und a staunch iupporlef of Anglo-American 
friendship. 

Mr-. Wiley is of Jewish race and Polish by birliu 
She U a competent artist and. for the rest, impulsive, 
tactless and hospitable. She does not sniffer PJiiti- 
stincs gladly, Both she and her husband are Roman 
Catholics. They are at times unaccountably swayed 
bv personal impressions, but I suspect that as a rule it 
h Mrs. Wiley who calls the Lunc. (As in 1948 report.) 

Yugoslavia 

Minister, Petar Rajickovic £KHh March, 1949k 

A friendly type of Communist missionary. There 
can be no doubt of his sincerity, nor is there any 
apparent limit to his proselytising jceal M. Rajkrkovk 
is new to diplomacy, being a lawyer by profession. 
During the war he played an active part in the 
Partisan movement. He seems to have no difficulty 
in maintaining cordial relations with the satellite 
Mission* here. 
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